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O r i g i n a l  sponsors: Adams, H a u g e n  and Offered- 2/19/82
Beirne b y  request Referred: Rules

I N  T H E  HOUSE BY THE J U D I C I A R Y  COMM I T T E E

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 332 (Judiciary)

IN T H E  L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

T W E L F T H  L E G I S LATURE - S E C O N D  SESSION 

A  BILL

F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act limiting the civil liability o f  aviation fuel

refiners; and providing for an e f f e c t i v e  d ate."

B E  IT ENACTED BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

*  Section 1. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that

(1) aviation is essential to the life of ev e r y  Alaskan, in c o m­

muni c a t i o n s ,  commerce, and in emergencies;

(2) refiners distributing aviation fuel in A l a s k a  p e r f o r m  an 

i m p o r t a n t  service by supplying h i g h  quality products th r o u g h o u t  the state;

(3) once a v i a t i o n  fuel has been transferred b y  a  refiner to the 

s t o r a g e  tanks of a third party, a refiner has no control o v e r  the con t i n u e d  

q u a l i t y  and integrity of the fuel;

(4) in the event of a civil action arising f r o m  a n  aircraft a c c i­

dent ,  it m a y  be unfair to hold a refiner liable for the q u a l i t y  and i n tegrity 

o f  fuel which was p l a c e d  in aircraft fuel tanks after transfer f r o m  the 

r e f i n e r  to a third party;

(5) without protection fro m  unreasonable liability, refiners may 

b e  forced to withdraw fro m  the A laska aviation fuel market.

* Sec. 2. AS 09.65 is amended b y  adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 09.65.140. CIVIL L I ABILITY O F  A N  AVIATION FU E L  REFINER. (a)

An aviation fuel refiner is liable in a civil action for injuries r e s u l t­

ing from the use of contaminated or impure fuel onl y  w h e n  the avia t i o n  

fuel refiner

(1) intentionally, recklessly, or through gross negligence,

causes or contributes to an injury; or
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(2) t r a n s f e r s  the a v i a t i o n  fuel directly in t o  the fuel tanks 

of a n  aircraft.

(b) In this s e c t i o n

(1) " a v i a t i o n  fuel refiner" me a n s  a company, corporation, or 

i n d i v i d u a l  who o w n s  or controls, or controls through a substantially
e

o w n e d  subsidiary, p a r t n e r s h i p ,  or joint venture, a r e f i n e r y  used for the 

p r o d u c t i o n  of a v i a t i o n  fueli

(2) " i n j u r y "  I n c l u d e s  death, personal injury, and property 

d a m a g e  whether t a n g i b l e  or Intangible.

* Sec. 3. This A ct takes e f f e c t  immediately in a c c ordance w i t h  AS 01.10.- 

070(c).
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