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BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND 
IN  THE HOUSE SOCIAL  SERVICES COMMITTEE

SENATE CS  FOR CS TOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 313 (HESS)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION 
A B ILL

For an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  F i s h e r i e s  Research  Cen te r  in
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la sk a :  and p r o v id in g  fo r  an e f f e c ­
t i v e  da te ."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t io n  1. P O L ICY  AND F INDINGS. (a )  I t  i s  th e  p o l i c y  o f  the s t a t e  to  

p rov ide  f a c i l i t i e s ,  im provem ents , and s e r v i c e s  to  u s e ,  d eve lop ,  and co n se rv e  
f i s h e r y  r e so u rc e s  f o r  th e  maximum b e n e f i t  o f  the p eop le  o f  the s t a t e  and th e  
n a t io n .

(b) The l e g i s l a t u r e  f in d s  t h a t
( 1 ) l o n g - te rm  r e s e a r ch  i s  e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  w ise  u se ,  development, 

and c o n s e r v a t io n  o f  f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e s ;  in ves tm en ts  a r e  not now made in  l o n g ­
term f i s h e r y  r e s e a r ch  because  o f  the  common p ro p e r ty  n a tu re  o f  f i s h e r y  
r e so u rc e s  and because  o f  the  s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  f i s h in g  in d u s t r y :  
a F i s h e r i e s  Research  C e n t e r  w i l l  f u l f i l l  th e  need t o  c o o rd in a te  and conduct 
lo n g - te rm  r e s e a r ch  on f i s h e r y  r e s o u rc e s  in  th e  w aters  o f  the  s t a t e  and o f f ­
shore  from the  c o a s t  o f  th e  s t a t e ;

(2 )  th e re  a r e  a t  l e a s t  19 o rg a n iz a t io n s  in v o lv e d  in  research  and 
management o f  A la ska  f i s h e r i e s ;  a c en te r  t o  g a th e r ,  c o o r d in a t e ,  and d i s s e m i ­
n a te  s c i e n t i f i c  d a ta  and in fo rm a t io n  produced by t h e s e  o rg an iz a t io n s  i s  
needed;

(3 ) the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a F i s h e r i e s  R e se a rch  C e n te r  in  A la ska  w i l l  
reduce r e l i a n c e  on o u t - o f - s t a t e  sou rce s  in  th e  management o f  f i s h e r i e s  i n  the  
■raters o f  the  s t a t e  and o f f s h o r e  from the c o a s t  o f  th e  s t a t e .

* S ec .  2. AS 16 i s  amended by adding a new ch ap te r  to  read :
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CHAPTER 12. FISHERIES RESEARCH CENTER.

Sec .  1 6 .1 2 .0 1 0 .  F ISHER IES  RESEARCH CENTER ESTABLISHED. There i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  the F i s h e r i e s  Research C e n t e r  in th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la sk a .

Sec. 16 .1 2 .0 2 0 .  PURPOSES. The purposes  o f  the c e n t e r  a re  to
(1) conduct r e s e a r c h  and to gather, organize, a n d  d i s s e minate 

scien t i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  fish e r y  r e s o u r c e s  in the waters o f  the state 

a n d  o ff shore from the c o a s t  of the s t a t e  that w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  the wise 

use, development, and c o n s e r v a t i o n  of f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e s  fo r  subsistence, 

c o m m e r c i a l , an d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s ;

(2) improve c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a m o n g  fishermen, 

seaf o o d  proces s o r s ,  m e m b e r s  of the s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  f i s h e r y  m a n a g e m e n t  

communities, and the p u b l i c ;

(3) serve as th e  principal c e n t e r  in the state f o r  conducting 

and c o o r d i n a t i n g  r e s e a r c h  for the l o n g - t e r m  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  the Alaska 

and United St a t es  s e a f o o d  industry a n d  the e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  the d e v e l o p­

men t  of f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e s  in the w a t e r s  of the s tate a n d  o f f s h o r e  from 

the coast of the state; a n d

(4) e n courage c o o p e r a t i o n a m o n g  f e d e r a l  and s t a t e  agencies, 

the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska, a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  that are i n v o l v e d  in research 

c o n c e r n i n g the fishery r e s o u r c e s  in t h e  waters of the s t a t e  and offshore 

from the c o a s t  of the s t a t e .

Sec .  1 6 .1 2 .0 3 0 .  B O A R D  OF TRUSTEES. (a )  A board o f  t r u s t e e s  o f  
th e  c en te r  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c y  and p ro v id e  gu idance  to  
th e  u n i v e r s i t y  in  the o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  c e n te r .

(b) The board c o n s i s t s  o f
( 1 ) the com m iss ioner o f  f i s h  and game, or th e  com m iss ioner's  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ;
(2 )  the p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  or the 

p r e s id e n t ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ;
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(3 ) th e  A l a s k a  reg ion a l  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  Marine  
F i s h e r i e s  S e r v i c e ,  or  t h e  d i r e c t o r ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ;

(4 )  fo u r  members recommended by th e  g overnor  and appo in ted  by 
th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .

(c )  A t  l e a s t  f o u r  members o f  th e  board s h a l l  he s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s .
(d) Members o f  th e  board a re  a p p o in ted  f o r  t h r e e - y e a r  terms and 

may be r e a p p o in te d .
S ec .  1 6 .1 2 .0 4 0 .  DUT IES .  (a )  The p r im a ry  fu n c t i o n s  o f  the  c e n te r  

a r e  to  conduct r e s e a r c h  and p ro v id e  i n fo r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  r e l a t e d  t o  
f i s h e r i e s .

(b) The c e n te r  s h a l l
( 1 ) conduct g e n e r a l  and a p p l i e d  r e s e a r c h ;
( 2 ) p r o v id e  in fo rm a t io n  s e r v i c e s  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

and i n d i v i d u a l s ;  and
( 3 ) p r o v id e  su ppo r t  s e r v i c e s  to  c o o p e r a t in g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and

a g e n c i e s .
S e c .  1 6 .1 2 .0 5 0 .  ADVISORY COMMITTEES. ( a )  The board  s h a l l  e s t a b ­

l i s h  a R e sea rch  A d v i s o r y  Com m ittee . The R e s e a r c h  A d v i s o r y  Com m ittee  
s h a l l

( 1 ) a d v i s e  th e  board on th e  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  
c e n t e r ,  and a s s i s t  i n  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  the  c e n t e r ' s  program s;

( 2 ) encourage  th e  developm ent o f  c o o p e r a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  programs 
a t  the  c e n t e r ;

(3 ) r e p o r t  t o  th e  board on th e  need  f o r  r e s e a r c h  to  s o l v e  
f i s h e r y  r e s o u rc e  p rob lem s .

(b) The board s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a U s e r  A d v i s o r y  Co m m it te e .  The U s e r  
A d v is o r y  Com m ittee s h a l l

( 1 ) a d v i s e  th e  board on the  i n fo r m a t i o n  needs o f  v a r io u s  
f i s h e r y  r e so u rc e  u se r  g roup s ,  and a s s i s t  i n  th e  deve lopm ent o f  th e
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c e n t e r ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g oa ls  and th e  rev iew  o f  p ro g r e s s  toward a t t a i n ­
ment o f  th o s e  g o a l s s

( 2 ) en cou rag e  the developm ent o f  c o o p e r a t i v e  programs a t  th e  
c e n t e r  be tw een  u s e r  g roups  and s c i e n t i f i c  p e r s o n n e l ;

( 3 )  r e p o r t  to  the b oa rd  on the need  f o r  new in fo rm a t io n  on 
f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e s .

S e c .  1 6 .1 2 .0 6 0 .  ANNUAL REPORT. The Board  o f  R eg en ts  o f  the  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  s h a l l  p r ep a re  an annual r e p o r t  on th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
th e  c e n te r  and su bm it  th e  r e p o r t  to  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  by th e  2 0 th  day o f  
each  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n .  The r e p o r t  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  
work and a c t i v i t i e s  conducted  by th e  c e n t e r .

S e c .  1 6 .1 2 .1 8 0 .  DEF IN IT IONS . In  t h i s  c h a p te r
(1 )  "board" means th e  Board o f  T r u s t e e s  o f  th e  F i s h e r i e s  

R e s e a rch  C e n t e r ;
(2 )  " cen te r"  means th e  F i s h e r i e s  R e s e a r ch  C e n t e r .

* S e c .  3. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  im m ed ia te ly  i n  a c co rd an ce  w ith  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -
( c ) .
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