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IN T H E  HOUSE BY MALONE AND BEIRNE

HOUSE BILL NO. 306 

IN THE L EGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the longevity bonus program? and

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.45.010(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person who is 65 years of age or over [,] who is a resident 

of the state and who has been a resident of the state for not less than 

one year immediately preceding his application, [WAS D OMICILED IN THE 

TER R I T O R Y  ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 3, 1959 AND WHO HAS MA I N T A I N E D  A CONTIN­

UOUS DOMICILE IN THE TER R I T O R Y  OR STATE FOR 25 YEARS] m a y  apply to the

commissioner of administration for qualification to receive a monthly 

bonus of $200.

* Sec. 2. AS 47.45.010(c) is amended to read:

(c) A person who otherwise qualifies to receive a bonus provided 

for in this chapter m a y  continue to do so only as long as he contin­

uously resides [RETAINS A  DOMICILE] in the state.

* Sec. 3. AS 47.45.150(2) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(2) "resident" means a person who, except for brief inter­

vals, medical treatment, military service, attendance at an educational 

or training institution, or for absences for good cause shown, has 

resided in Alaska and w h o  has maintained his domicile in Alaska; 

domicile is the true a n d  permanent home of a person fr o m  which he has

n o  present intention of moving and to which he intends to return when­

ever he is away?

* Sec. 4. AS 47.45.170 is amended to read:
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Sec. 4 7 . 4 5 . 1 7 0 .  P U R P O S E .  T h e  s o l e  p u r p o s e  of  t his c h a p t e r  is to 

o f f e r  a n d  p r o v i d e  all l a w - a b i d i n g  A l a s k a n s  c a p a b l e  of  m a n a g i n g  t h e i r  

o w n  a f f a i r s  w h o  h a v e  r e s i d e d  [ M A I N T A I N E D  A  D O M I C I L E ]  i n  t he s t a t e  f o r  

at  l e a s t  o n e  y e a r  [25 Y E A R S ]  a n d  h a v e  r e a c h e d  a r e t i r e m e n t  a ge o f  65, 

a n  i n c e n t i v e  to c o n t i n u e  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  r e s i d e n c y  in the s t a t e .  U n d e r  

n o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s h a l l  t his c h a p t e r  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a form, type, or  

m a n n e r ,  o f  p u b l i c  r e l i e f .  B o n u s e s  m a d e  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a re n o t  

p r e d i c a t e d  o n  n e e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  m a y  a p p e a r  to  p r o v i d e  s u p p l e m e n t a l  

i n c o m e  to s o m e  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  w h o  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  be f o r c e d  to 

b e c o m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t he s t a t e .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  f i n d s  

a n d  s t a t e s  t h a t  thi s  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h a r d s h i p s  

s u f f e r e d  b y  m a n y  e l d e r l y  A l a s k a n s ,  A l a s k a n s  w h o  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  t e n a c i t y  

a n d  p e r s e v e r a n c e  m o l d e d  A l a s k a  a s  w e  k n o w  it t h r o u g h  s k i l l f u l  a p p l i c a­

t i o n  of t h e i r  t a l e n t s .  T h e s e  p i o n e e r s  are t h e  s a m e  A l a s k a n s ,  w h o  in 

t h e  p r i m e  o f  t h eir l i f e  w e r e  in  e f f e c t  t r e a t e d  as s e c o n d - c l a s s  c i t i z e n s  

b y  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a nd w h o  p a i d  m u c h  of t h e i r  h a r d - e a r n e d  i n c o m e  

to a g o v e r n m e n t  in w h i c h  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to p a r t i c i p a t e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  b a l l o t .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  is a w a r e  o f  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  m a n y  of t h e s e  p i o n e e r s  h a v e  b e e n  f o r c e d  to liv e  out t h e i r  

r e t i r e m e n t  y e ars in a r e a s  far a w a y  f r o m  the l a n d  t h e y  l o v e d  a n d  n u r t u r e d  

a n d  t h e r e b y  als o  s u f f e r i n g ,  in m a n y  cases, t h e  loss of f a m i l i a l  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  kin, a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  is s a d  a n d  f r u s t r a t i n g  

to t h e m  as  w e l l  as d e p r i v i n g  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a n s  of the b e n e f i t s  

of  t h e i r  w i s d o m  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h o p e f u l l y  w i l l  p r o v i d e  

o u r  p i o n e e r s  w i t h  t h e  e c o n o m i c  m e a n s  to r e m a i n  in a n d  c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  

t h e i r  s t a t e  a nd to e n j o y  t he o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a i d i n g  the n e w  A l a s k a n  in  

m a k i n g  t h i s  s t a t e  t r u l y  "Th e  G r e a t  L a n d . "

* S ec. 5. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1981.
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