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I N  THE HOUSE BY THE STATE A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

HOUSE B IL L  NO . 205 
IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION  
A B IL L

For an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t p ro v id in g  f o r  a s t a t e  h i s t o r i c a l ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,
and w ild e rn e s s  t r a i l s ,  w aterw ays, and c a m p s ite  system ; 
and p ro v id in g  fo r  an  e f f e c t i v e  d a te ."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATURE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t io n  1. AS 4 1 .2 0 .0 7 0  i s  amended t o  read :

S e c .  4 1 .2 0 .0 7 0 .  ESTABLISHMENT. There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  th e  s t a t e  
a s y s tem  o f  h i s t o r i c a l ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and w ild e r n e s s  t r a i l s , w aterw ays, 
and c a m p s ite s .  The sy s tem  s h a l l  in c lu d e  a l l  s t a t e  t r a i l s ,  w aterw ays, 
and c am p s ite s  d e s ig n a t e d  under AS 4 1 .2 0 .0 8 0  and th o s e  l o c a l  government 
t r a i l s ,  w a te rw ays , and cam p s ite s  nom inated  by l o c a l  governm ents fo r  
i n c lu s i o n  in  th e  sy s tem  which a re  approved  by t h e  com m issioner o f  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

* S e c .  2 . AS 4 1 .2 0 .0 8 0  i s  r e p e a le d  and reen ac ted  t o  read :
S ec . 4 1 .2 0 .0 8 0 .  SELECT ION . ( a )  The D ep artm en t o f  N a tu r a l  Re­

s o u r c e s ,  in  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  th e  Departm ents o f  F ish  and Game and 
T r a n s p o r ta t io n  and  P u b lic  F a c i l i t i e s ,  s h a l l  d e s ig n a te  a sy stem  o f  
w ild e rn e s s  t r a i l s ,  w aterw ays, and cam psite s  th rou gh ou t th e  s t a t e .  
S i g n i f i c a n t  in  th e  s e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be the s c e n i c ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  h i s ­
t o r i c ,  n a tu r a l ,  o r  c u l t u r a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  the a r e a s  th rough  which th e  
t r a i l s  and w aterw ays may p a s s .

(b ) T r a i l s ,  w aterw ays, and c a m p s ite s  d e s ig n a te d  under t h i s  s e c t io n
s h a l l

(1 )  s e r v e  th e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  needs o f  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f
p e o p le ;

Introduced: 2/20/81
Referred: Resources and
Finance
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2 L

(2 )  p ro v id e  a c c e s s  to  a r e a s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l ,  n a tu r a l ,  or 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t ,  in c lu d in g  but n o t l im ite d  to  o th e r  p u b l i c a l ly  
owned lan d  and r e so u rc e s ;

(3 )  p r o t e c t ,  p ro v id e  f o r ,  o r  enhance th e  u se  and enjoym ent 
o f  p u b l i c a l l y  owned land or r e so u rc e s  by th e  p u b l ic ;

(4 )  p rov id e  l in k a g e  w ith  o th e r  e x i s t in g  o r  p o t e n t i a l  u n its
o f  th e  sy s tem , in c lu d in g  th o s e  lo c a te d  on fe d e r a l  o r m u n ic ip a l lan d ;

(5 )  c o n tr ib u te  t o  th e  developm ent o f  to u r ism ;
(6 )  be in c lu d ed  in  an e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  o r  lo c a l  government 

c a p i t a l  im provem ent p lan ; o r
(7 )  be o th e rw ise  c o n s is t e n t  w ith  lo n g -ran g e  p lan n in g  fo r  

r e c r e a t i o n ,  to u r ism , p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  landm arks, p r o te c t io n  
o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  u s e s , or econom ic developm en t.

( c )  When p r a c t i c a b le ,  t r a i l s  d e s ig n a te d  to  be p a r t  o f  t h i s  system  
sh ou ld  fo l l o w  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o u te s .  When a t r a i l  i s  d e s ig n a ted  fo r  i t s  
h i s t o r i c  v a lu e ,  the h i s t o r i c  rou te  s h a l l  be d e s ig n a ted  as th e  o f f i c i a l  
A la sk a  t r a i l  system  u n i t .  However, th e  com m issioner may a l t e r  the 
h i s t o r i c  r o u te  i f  changing n a tu r a l  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  land have rendered  
th e  h i s t o r i c  ro u te  i n f e a s ib l e  or i f  p o r t io n s  o f  an h i s t o r i c  rou te  
can no t be lo c a te d  or th e  e x i s t in g  lan d  s t a tu s  n e c e s s i t a t e s  c e r t a in  
r e r o u t in g  t o  make the  t r a i l  w hole.

(d ) The Departm ent o f  N a tu ra l R e sou rce s  may a cq u ire  th e  t r a i l  
s i t e s  s e l e c t e d  under t h i s  s e c t io n  by g r a n t ,  g i f t ,  p u rch a se , l e a s e ,  
d e d ic a t io n  o r  p r e s c r ip t io n  and h o ld  them in  th e  name o f  th e  s t a t e .  
How ever, n o th in g  in  t h i s  ch a p te r  r e q u ir e s  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t i t l e  to  land  
w ith in  an  e x i s t i n g  or p roposed  u n it  o f  th e  system  from  a  m u n ic ip a l i ty  
to  th e  s t a t e  o r the  t r a n s f e r  o f  m ain tenance  or management r e s p o n s ib i l i ­
t i e s  e x c e p t  a s  may be c o n ta in e d  in  an  agreem ent betw een th e  p a r t i e s .  
The D epartm en t o f  N a tu ra l  R esou rces i s  a l s o  a u th o r iz ed  to  e n te r  in to

i
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c o o p e ra t iv e  management agreem en ts w ith  fe d e r a l  a g e n c ie s ,  m u n ic ip a l 
governm en ts, and p r iv a t e  land  owners to  c a r r y  ou t th e  purposes o f  
AS 41 .20 .070  -  4 1 .2 0 .1 2 5 .

(e ) T r a i l s ,  w aterw ays, o r cam p site s  d e s ig n a te d  o r  a cq u ired  under 
t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  c o n ta in  s u f f i c i e n t  r e s e r v a t io n s  o f  lan d  to  p ro v id e  
f o r  the  p u rp oses  fo r  w hich th e  u n it  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

( f )  Money a p p ro p r ia te d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  to  c a r r y  ou t th e  p u r ­
p o se s  o f AS 4 1 .2 0 .0 7 0  -  4 1 .2 0 .1 2 5  may be expended on any  u n it s  w ith in  
th e  system , in c lu d in g  p o r t io n s  o f  the system  owned by m u n ic ip a l i t i e s ,  
and may be sp e n t on management, m a in ten ance , and a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  
e x i s t in g  u n i t s  and p lan n in g  or a c q u i s i t io n  o f  p rop o sed  u n i t s .  In  
acco rdance  w ith  a p p r o p r ia t io n s ,  th e  Departm ent o f  N a tu r a l  R e so u rc e s , 
d iv i s io n  o f  p a rk s , s h a l l  make payments t o  m u n ic ip a l i t i e s  fo r  th e s e  
p u rp o se s .

* S e c . 3. AS 4 1 .2 0 .0 9 0  i s  amended to  read :
Sec. 4 1 .2 0 .0 9 0 . UNIFORM MARKERS [MARKER]. The com m issioner o f  

n a tu r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a un ifo rm  com prehensive  s ta te w id e  
system  o f  m arkers [MARKER] fo r  the h i s t o r i c a l ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  and w i ld e r ­
n ess  t r a i l s , w aterw ays, and cam psite s  s y s t e m, in c lu d in g  a p p ro p r ia te  i n ­
fo rm ation  o f  h i s t o r i c a l ,  g e o lo g ic a l ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  o r  o th e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

* S ec . 4. AS 4 1 .2 0 .1 0 0  i s  amended to  re ad :
Sec. 4 1 .2 0 .1 0 0 . REGULATIONS. The com m issioner o f  n a tu r a l  r e ­

sou rces s h a l l  adopt [PROMULGATE] r e g u la t io n s  c o n ce rn in g  the  u s e , m anage­
ment, developm en t, and a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  the  t r a i l s  and fo r  th e  in c lu ­
s io n  o f l o c a l  governm ent t r a i l s  w ith in  th e  sy s tem . The com m issioner 
s h a l l  a l s o  adopt r e g u la t io n s  r e l a t in g  to  payments o f  money to  m u n ic i­
p a l i t i e s  (under AS 4 1 .2 0 .0 8 0 ( f ) )  to  c a r r y  out th e  p u rp o se s  o f  AS 4 1 . -  
20.070 -  4 1 .2 0 .1 2 5 .

* S ec . 5. AS 41 .20  i s  amended by add ing  a new s e c t i o n  to  r e a d :
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S e c . 4 1 .2 0 .1 0 5 . TRA ILS  IN  LO CAL  GOVERNMENT AREA. The D ep a r tm en t 
o f  N a tu r a l  R esou rces  may e n te r  in t o  c o o p e r a t iv e  agreem en ts w ith  l o c a l  
g overn m en ts  f o r  th e  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  d eve lop m en t, and m arking o f  t r a i l s  
w i th in  th e  l o c a l  governm ent a r e a .

* S e c .  6 . AS 4 1 .2 0 .1 1 0  i s  amended by  ad d in g  a new s u b s e c t io n  t o  r e a d :
( c )  I n  acco rd an ce  w ith  p lan s  d ev e lo p ed  j o i n t l y  w ith  the  d i v i s i o n  

o f  p a rk s ,  th e  Departm ent o f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  and P u b l ic  F a c i l i t i e s  s h a l l  
d e v e lo p  and c o n s tr u c t  t r a i l  heads to  s e r v e  th e  t r a i l  sy stem , and  s h a l l  
d e v e lo p  and p ro v id e  f o r  s a f e  and ad eq u a te  p u b l ic  a c c e s s  to  w a terw ays in  
th e  sy s tem . The Departm en t o f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  and P u b lic  F a c i l i t i e s  
s h a l l  in c o r p o r a t e  th e s e  t r a i l h e a d s  and means o f  a c c e s s  to  w a terw ays in  
th e  d e s ig n  and developm ent o f  a l l  s t a t e  h ighw ay p r o je c t s  w hich a f f e c t  
th e  sy s tem .

* S e c .  7. AS 41 .20  i s  amended by add in g  new s e c t io n s  t o  read :
S e c . 4 1 .2 0 .1 1 5 . INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL. The d iv i s i o n  o f  to u r ism  

s h a l l  p r e p a r e  in fo r m a t io n a l  m a te r ia l  f o r  s t a t e  and n a t io n a l  d i s t r i b u ­
t i o n  p rom o tin g  the  u se  o f  s t a t e  h i s t o r i c a l ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  and w i ld e r ­
n e s s  t r a i l s ,  w aterw ays, and c a m p s ite s  and s h a l l  c o o r d in a te  t h i s  prom o­
t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  w ith  in fo r m a t io n  and a d v e r t i s in g  p rom oting  to u r is m  to  
s t a t e  p a rk s  and h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e s .

S e c .  4 1 .2 0 .1 2 5 . REPORT. By th e  f i r s t  Monday in  January  o f  each  
y e a r  th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p a rk s  s h a l l  f i l e  w ith  th e  g ov ern o r  and th e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  a  r e p o r t  showing t r a i l s ,  w a te rw ay s , and c a m p s ite s  in c lu d e d  in  
th e  sy s tem , arrangem en ts made o r e n te r e d  in to  f o r  u s e ,  d eve lo p m en t, 
m a in te n a n c e , o r m arking o f  u n i t s  w i th in  th e  sy s tem , and money expended  
o r  com m itted  fo r  th e se  p u rp o se s .

* S e c .  8. T h is  A ct ta k e s  e f f e c t  J u ly  1 , 1981. I
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