
In tro d u c e d : 2/19/81
R e fe r r e d :  H e a lth  .E d u c a t io n  & 
S o c i a l  S e r v ic e s  and  F in a n c e

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY 
IN  THE HOUSE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

HOUSE B IL L  NO. 196 
IN  THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  F IRST  SESSION  
A B IL L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  th e  A la s k a  S t a t e
C e n te r  and a s t a t e  w eather and c lim a te  p rog ram ."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATURE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t io n  1. LEG ISLA T IV E  F IN D IN GS . The l e g i s l a t u r e  f in d s  t h a t :

(1 )  w ea th e r  and c l im a t e  ch anges a f f e c t  a l l  human a c t i v i t i e s  and 
g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e ;

(2 )  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  w ea th e r  and c l im a t e  p a t t e r n s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  fo o d  and en e rg y  p r o d u c t io n ;  c o n s t r u c t io n ;  n a tu r a l  re so u rc e  d eve lopm en t 
and m anagem ent; d e te rm in a t io n s  o f  lan d  u s e ; community d eve lop m en t; im p rove ­
ment o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  com m u n ica tion s , and u se  o f  w ater r e s o u r c e s ;  and  th e  
w e l l -b e in g  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  A la s k a ;

(3 )  program s o f  b a s i c  and a p p l ie d  c l im a t i c  r e s e a r c h  a r e  im p o rtan t 
fu n c t io n s  o f  s e v e r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a  i n s t i t u t e s  and c e n t e r s ,  in c lu d in g  
th e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E xp er im en t S t a t i o n ;  th e  A r c t i c  En v iron m en ta l In fo r m a t io n  
and D a ta  C e n t e r ;  th e  G e o p h y s ic a l  I n s t i t u t e ;  th e  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  A r c t i c  B io ­
lo g y ,  M a r in e  S c ie n c e ,  and W a te r  R e s o u r c e s ;  and th e  A la sk a  S ea  G r a n t  Program ;

(4 ) w ea th e r  and c l im a te  in fo r m a t io n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  th e  program s 
o f  s e v e r a l  a g e n c ie s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  D ep artm en ts  o f  Commerce and Econom ic 
D eve lop m en t, E n v iro n m en ta l C o n s e r v a t io n ,  F is h  and  Game, N a tu r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  
P u b l ic  S a f e t y ,  and T r a n s p o r t a t io n  and P u b l ic  F a c i l i t i e s ;

(5 )  th e  N a t io n a l  C l im a te  Program  A c t ,  15 U .S .C .  2 9 0 1 -2 9 0 8 , p ro ­
v id e s  f o r  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  a program  f o r  f e d e r a l  and s t a t e  c o o p e r a t iv e  
a c t i v i t i e s  in  c l im a t e  s t u d i e s  and a d v is o r y  s e r v i c e s ,  and f o r  a n n u a l g ra n ts  
t o  s t a t e s  f o r  th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  i f  th e  s t a t e  has adopted  a s t a t e  c l im a t e
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program  in  a c co rd a n ce  w ith  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  the N a t io n a l  C l im a te  Program  
A c t  i

(6 )  th e  A r c t i c  En v iro n m en ta l In fo rm a t io n  and  D a ta  C e n te r  p r e s e n t ­
l y  p r o v id e s  c l im a t o lo g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  fo r  th e  s t a t e  under agreem en t betw een  
th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la sk a  and th e  N a t io n a l  O c e an ic  and A tm o sp h e r ic  A d m in is ­
t r a t i o n ;  and

(7 )  by  v i r t u e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  C l im a te  Program  A c t ,  i t  would be
h ig h ly  b e n e f i c i a l  f o r  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la sk a  to  e s t a b l i s h  a  s t a t e  w eather and
c l im a t e  program  to  r e c o g n iz e  and im prove th e  e x i s t in g  p rogram , and to  de ­
v e lo p  a d d i t i o n a l  program s a s  r e q u ir e d .

* S e c .  2 . AS 1 4 .4 0  i s  amended by ad d in g  a new s e c t i o n  to  re ad :
S e c .  1 4 .4 0 .0 8 5 . ESTABLISHMENT OF ALASKA STATE CLIMATE CENTER.

(a )  The u n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  an  A la ska  S t a t e  C l im a te  C e n te r
w ith in  an  a p p ro p r ia te  u n i t  o f  th e  u n iv e r s i t y .  The a d m in is t r a t io n  and 
management o f  th e  c e n te r  i s  under th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  a  u n iv e r s i t y  em­
p lo y e e  d e s ig n a te d  th e  " s t a t e  c l im a to lo g i s t ."

(b ) The A la sk a  S t a t e  C l im a te  C e n te r  s h a l l :
(1 ) p rep a re  and update  on a b ie n n ia l  b a s i s  a p lan  f o r  th e  

s y s t e m a t ic  a c q u i s i t i o n  and d is s e m in a t io n  o f c l im a t e - r e l a t e d  in fo rm a ­
t i o n ;  th e  p la n  must in c lu d e :

(A ) an a s se s sm en t o f  w eather and c l im a t e  in fo rm a t io n  
n eed s in  A l a s k a ;

(B ) a r e a s o n a b le  b a s i s  fo r  s e t t i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  among 
th e s e  n e e d s ; and

(C )  a p rogram  fo r  c o o rd in a t in g  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a l l  
a v a i l a b l e  so u rce s  o f  w ea th e r - and c l im a t e - r e l a t e d  in fo rm a t io n  
s o u r c e s  in  o rd er  t o  m eet th e  h ig h e s t  p r i o r i t y  needs and to  c a r r y  
o u t th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ;

(2 )  e s t a b l i s h  a  s t a t e  c l im a te  p lan n in g  a d v is o r y  group com-
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posed o f  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  members from  o rg a n iz a t io n s  which p ro v id e  
c l im a t e - r e l a t e d  in fo r m a t io n ,  and a t  l e a s t  th re e  members from o r g a n i ­
z a t io n s  which use  c l im a t e - r e l a t e d  in fo rm a t io n  on a  r e g u la r  b a s i s  o r  
from th e  g enera l p u b l i c ;

(3 ) s o l i c i t  and co n s id e r  th e  a d v ice  and recom m endations o f  
the s t a t e  c lim a te  p lan n in g  a d v is o ry  group in  p rep a r in g  and u p d a t in g  th e  
b ie n n ia l  p lan  f o r  a c q u i s i t i o n  and d is s e m in a t io n  o f  c l im a t e - r e l a t e d  
in fo rm a t io n ;

(4 ) o p e ra te  and m a in ta in  a  c e n tr a l  r e p o s i to r y  and a r c h iv e  
fo r  r e p o r t s ,  books, maps and o th er  r e c o r d s ,  and p u b l ic a t io n s  r e l a t i n g  
to  w ea th e r  and c l im a t o lo g i c a l  in fo rm a t io n ;

(5) p ro v id e  f o r  p u b lic  a c c e s s  to  w eather and c l im a t o lo g i c a l  
in fo rm a t io n  and t e c h n ic a l  a d v is o ry  s e r v i c e s ;  and

(6) e n te r  in to  c o o p e r a t iv e  agreem en ts, on b e h a lf  o f  th e  
s t a t e  and the u n iv e r s i t y ,  in  o rder t o  a ch ieve  in te rg o v e rn m en ta l c l im a te  
program  p a r t i c ip a t io n  by th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  and th e  s t a t e ;  th e s e  a g r e e ­
m ents m ust be c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  the  p r o v is io n s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  C l im a t e  
Program  A c t ,  15 U .S . C .  2901 - -  2908.

( c )  The A la sk a  S t a t e  C l im a te  C e n te r  may:
(1) i n v e s t i g a t e ,  d e s c r ib e ,  and in t e r p r e t  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

o f  th e  w eather and c l im a te  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  in c lu d in g  i t s  h azard s  and 
l im i t a t i o n s ;

(2 ) c o o rd in a te  w ith  s t a t e  and fe d e r a l  a g en c ie s  in  m a t te r s  
co n ce rn in g  w eather d a ta  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  c o l l e c t i o n ,  in t e g r a t io n  and s t o r ­
ag e ;

(3 ) m on itor f e d e r a l  w e a th e r - r e la t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  to  a s s u r e  
th a t  th e  in t e r e s t s  o f  th e  s t a t e  a r e  b e in g  s e rv e d ;

(4) conduct r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  on th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
s o l a r ,  wind, and w ater r e so u rc e s  w hich  a s s e s s  th e  im pact o f  c l im a t e
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f l u c t u a t i o n s  on th e s e  r e s o u r c e s ;
(5 ) p u b l is h  b u l l e t i n s ,  c i r c u l a r s ,  maps, o r  r e p o r t s  o f  th e  

r e s u l t s  o f  a l l  r e s e a r c h  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  u n dertak en  by th e  c l im a te  
c e n t e r ,  and d i s t r i b u t e  them t o  s t a t e  a g e n c ie s ,  governm ent o f f i c i a l s ,  
in d u s t r y ,  and th e  p u b lic i

(6 ) p ro v id e  l e c t u r e s ,  t a l k s ,  d i s p l a y s ,  and e x h ib i t s  on th e  
c l im a te  o f  th e  s t a t e  fo r  th e  g e n e ra l  e d u c a t io n  o f  th e  p u b l i c ;  and

(7) e n te r  in to  c o o p e r a t iv e  a rran gem en ts w ith  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  
and fe d e r a l  governm ent a g e n c ie s ;  fo u n d a t io n s ;  u n i v e r s i t i e s ;  b u s in e s s e s ;  
and o th e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s  engaged  in  c l im a t e - r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h  and s e r ­
v i c e s  .
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