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O r i g i n a l  sp o n so r  t R u le s  Com m ittee
O f f e r e d :  1/15/82
R e f e r r e d :  F in an ce

IN  THE HOUSE BY THE JU D IC IA R Y  COMMITTEE
SENATE CS  FOR CS  FOR HOUSE B I L L  NO. 156 ( J u d i c i a r y )

IN  THE LEG ISLATURE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TWELFTH LEG ISLATURE  -  SECOND SESSION  

A B I L L
For  an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n t r a c t s ; and p r o v id ­

in g  f o r  an  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ."
BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1 . AS 24 i s  amended by add ing  a new c h a p t e r  t o  r e a d :
CHAPTER 23. L E G IS L A T IV E  CONTRACT PROCEDURE.

S e c .  2 4 .2 3 .0 1 0 .  A P P L ICA T IO N .  T h i s  c h a p te r  a p p l i e s  to  c o n t r a c t s  
f o r  s e r v i c e s  t o  be p r o v id e d  t o  a l e g i s l a t i v e  agen cy  o r  com m ittee  u n le s s

(1 )  th e  t o t a l  amount o f  a c o n t r a c t  o r  c o n t r a c t s  awarded to  a 
p e r so n  i n  a  12-month p e r i o d  doe s  n o t  e x ce ed  $5 ,000}

(2 )  th e  c o n t r a c t  i s  a w r i t t e n  employment c o n t r a c t  f o r  s e r ­
v i c e s  t o  be  pe r fo rm ed  under  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e  e x i s ­
t e n c e  o f  an  em p lo ye r -em p lo y ee  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and a w r i t t e n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
s ig n ed  by  th e  p e r son  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  award ing  th e  c o n t r a c t  i s  f i l e d  
w i th  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency ;

(3 )  th e  c o n t r a c t  i s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e p a i r ,  o r  m a in ten ance
o f  a s t r u c t u r e  and does n o t  e x c e ed  $ 5 ,0 0 0 ;

(4 )  th e  c o n t r a c t  i s  awarded b a sed  on c o m p e t i t i v e  b id s  ob­
t a i n e d  under  th e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b id  p ro ced u re  p r o v id e d  i n  AS 3 7 .0 5 .2 3 0 ;  o r

(5 )  th e  s e r v i c e  i s  to  be p r o v id ed  by an  agency  or d epar tm en t 
o f  th e  s t a t e  government o r  b y  a m u n i c i p a l i t y .

S e c .  2 4 .2 3 .0 2 0 .  REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS. ( a )  A fo rm a l w r i t t e n  
r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s  s o l i c i t i n g  an o f f e r  to  p e r fo rm  th e  s e r v i c e s  
r e q u i r e d  under a c o n t r a c t  must be e x ten d ed  to  a  s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  
p r o v id e r s  o f  th e  r e q u i r e d  s e r v i c e s  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  in
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c o m p e t i t io n  i s  a d e q u a te ly  s e r v e d .  P ro p o sa ls  from a t  l e a s t  s i x  f i rm s  
s h a l l  be s o l i c i t e d  f o r  c o n t r a c t s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  $100,000 i f  th e  e x p e r t i s e  
r e q u i r e d  i s  w id e l y  a v a i l a b l e .  P ro p o sa ls  from a t  l e a s t  th r e e  f i rm s  
s h a l l  be s o l i c i t e d  f o r  c o n t r a c t s  o f  l e s s  th an  $100,000 i f  th e  e x p e r t i s e  
r e q u i r e d  i s  w id e ly  a v a i l a b l e .  Formal a d v e r t i s i n g  in  a medium th a t  w i l l  
r e a s o n a b ly  b r in g  th e  p r o p o s a l  t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  p e r so n s  a b le  to  
p r o v id e  th e  r e q u i r e d  s e r v i c e  may be s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  d i r e c t  s o l i c i t a t i o n  
or  u sed  J o i n t l y  w ith  d i r e c t  s o l i c i t a t i o n  o f  p r o p o s a l s .

(b) A r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s  need n o t  be ex tended  i f
(1 )  t h e r e  i s  a s i n g l e  sou rce  o f  th e  e x p e r t i s e  or knowledge 

r e q u i r e d  or  i f  one pe rson  o r  f i rm  can c l e a r l y  pe r fo rm  th e  r eq u ir e d  
t a s k s  more s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  b e cau se  o f  th e  p e r s o n ' s  or f i r m ' s  p r io r  work; 
how ever, t h i s  exem ption  from  a  r eq u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s  a p p l i e s  o n ly  when 
a  l e g i s l a t i v e  com m ittee  by v o t e  o f  the  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  members o f  th e  
com m ittee  h a s  approved  th e  exem ption  and a  w r i t t e n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  s ign ed  
by th e  p e r so n  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  awarding th e  c o n t r a c t  which d e t a i l s  th e  
r e a so n s  f o r  t h e  exem ption  i s  f i l e d  w ith  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency 
a s  a  p u b l i c  r e c o r d ;  any p roposed  c o n t r a c t  to  be awarded under t h i s  
exem ption  must a l s o  be approved  by th e  committee b e fo r e  i t  i s  v a l i d ;  or

(2 )  th e  c o n t r a c t  i s  f o r  s e r v i c e s  p rov id ed  t o  th e  o f f i c e  o f  
t h e  ombudsman f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  under AS 24 .5 5 .1 0 0 .

( c )  A p r o p o s a l  may be  a c c ep ted  o n ly  i f  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a sound
approach  t o  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  an im po rtan t  l e g i s l a t i v e  con cern .  A
p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  be  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  and w r i t t e n  w ith  c a re  and tho roughness .

(d ) U n l e s s  th e  c o n t r a c t  i s  f o r  s e r v i c e s  exempt under AS 24 .2 3 .0 1 0  
o r  (b ) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a c o n t r a c t  f o r

(1 )  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency s h a l l  be approved by  th e
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ;

(2 )  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  f in a n c e  d i v i s i o n  or t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e
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a u d i t  d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  be approved  by the  L e g i s l a t i v e  Budget and A u d i t  
C o r a n i t t e e .

S e c .  2 4 .2 3 .0 3 0 .  AWARD OF CONTRACT, ( a )  I f  a c o n t r a c t  i s  made by 
a l e g i s l a t i v e  com m ittee , e x e c u t io n  o f  th e  c o n t r a c t  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  
com m ittee  must be a u th o r iz e d  by a m a jo r i t y  v o t e  o f  th e  f u l l  membership 
o f  th e  committee. The c o n t r a c t  must be e x ecu ted  by th e  p r o v id e r  o f  th e  
s e r v i c e  and the p r o j e c t  d i r e c t o r  and be approved  as  to  form  by the  
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency , or th e  d i r e c t o r  o f  
th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  f i n a n c e  d i v i s i o n  or  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t  d i v i s i o n  and 
by l e g i s l a t i v e  l e g a l  c o u n s e l .

(b )  A c o n t r a c t  awarded under t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t a in  th e  
amount o f  the c o n t r a c t  s t a t e d  on i t s  f i r s t  p age .

0 S e c .  2 4 .2 3 .0 3 5 .  EVALUATION. I f  a c o n t r a c t  i s  awarded by a l e g i s -  
l a t i v e  committee, th e  com m ittee or th e  p r o j e c t  d i r e c t o r  must p ro v id e  a  
w r i t t e n  e v a lu a t i o n  o f  the  s e r v i c e s  p ro v id ed  under th e  c o n t r a c t  b e fo r e  
f i n a l  payment may be made. The e v a lu a t i o n  i s  open f o r  p u b l i c  i n s p e c ­
t i o n .

S e c .  2 4 .2 3 .0 4 0 .  F I L IN G .  A copy o f  each  c o n t r a c t  must be f i l e d  
w i th  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency, the  ombudsman, th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
f i n a n c e  d i v i s i o n ,  o r  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t  d i v i s i o n ,  and i s  open f o r  
p u b l i c  in s p e c t i o n .  The r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a ls  and each  p ro p o s a l  sub ­
m i t t e d  must be a t t a c h e d  to  th e  f i l e d  copy u n le s s  th e  c o n t r a c t  i s  one i n  
which r eq u e s ts  f o r  p r o p o s a ls  a re  no t r e q u i r e d .

* S e c .  2. AS 24 .55  i s  amended by adding a new s e c t i o n  t o  r e ad :
S e c .  2 4 .5 5 .3 1 5 .  CONTRACT PROCEDURES. The ombudsman s h a l l  adop t 

by r e g u l a t i o n s  p ro cedu res  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  AS 24 .23  t o  be fo l lo w e d  by
th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  ombudsman in  c o n t r a c t in g  f o r  s e r v i c e s .

* S e c .  3 . This A c t  ta k e s  e f f e c t  im m ed ia te ly  in  a cco rdance  w i th  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  
0 7 0 ( c ) .
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