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Introduced: 2/4/81
Referred: Health,Education & 
Social Services and Judiciary

IN  THE HOUSE BY BEIRNE
HOUSE B IL L  NO. 113 

IN  THE LEG ISLATURE  OF  THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TWELFTH LEG ISLATURE -  F IR S T  SESSION  

A B IL L
For an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  a u th o r iz in g  m a r r ia g e s  o f  l im i t e d  d u r a t io n ."
BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF  ALASKA:

* S e c t io n  1 . F IND INGS AND PURPOSE. The l e g i s l a t u r e  f in d s  t h a t  many o f  
th e  j o y s  and s a t i s f a c t i o n s  o f  l i f e  a r i s e  o u t o f  c a r in g  and t r u s t i n g  r e l a ­
t i o n s h ip s  b e tw een  members o f  th e  o p p o s i t e  s e x .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  f i n d s  
t h a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a rr ia g e  o f  u n l im i t e d  d u r a t i o n  h as  n o t  met th e  n eed s  o r  
a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  many A la sk a n s  and a s  a  co n seq u en ce  many c o u p le s  in  th e  s t a t e  
a r e  l i v i n g  t o g e th e r  ou t o f  w ed lock . The l e g i s l a t u r e  fu r t h e r  f in d s  t h a t  many 
p e o p le  f in d  th e m se lv e s  in  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  m a r r ia g e s ,  b u t due to  f i n a n c i a l  
u n c e r t a in t y ,  i n e r t i a ,  f a m i ly  p r e s s u r e ,  s o c i a l  d is a p p r o v a l  o r  th e  e m o tio n a l 
traum a in v o lv e d  a r e  u n ab le  o r  u n w il l in g  to  s e e k  and o b ta in  a  d iv o r c e .  How­
e v e r ,  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  m a rr ia g e  Im bues a  man-woman r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip  w ith  a s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  th e  m inds and h e a r t s  o f  m ost A l a s k a n s , 
and t h a t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  m a rr iag e  a l s o  p l a y s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  in  r e l a ­
t i o n  t o  th e  f a m i l y  and o th e r  r e l i g i o u s ,  s o c i a l ,  e conom ic , and p o l i t i c a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  th e  s t a t e .  I t  i s  th e  p u rp ose  o f  t h i s  A c t  t o  p ro v id e  an a l ­
t e r n a t i v e  t o  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a rr ia g e  o f  u n l im i t e d  d u r a t io n  by a l lo w in g  
p e r so n s  who w ish  to  deepen  t h e i r  com m itm en ts, b u t who f o r  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s  
a r e  u n w i l l in g  o r  u n ab le  t o  make a  l i f e t i m e  com m itm ent, to  e n te r  i n t o  a 
l e g a l l y  r e c o g n iz e d  r e l a t i o n s h ip .  I t  i s  a l s o  th e  p u rp ose  o f  t h i s  A c t  t o  
a l l o w  fo r  t r i a l  m a r r ia g e s ,  by p r o v id in g  f o r  th e  a u to m a tic  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  a 
m a rr ia g e  i f  n o t  renewed a f t e r  a  p r e s c r ib e d  p e r i o d ,  and b y  m in im iz in g , in  th e  
e v e n t  o f  n on ren ew al o f  th e  m a rr ia g e , th e  u g ly  co n seq u en ces  w hich o f t e n  
accom pany a  d i v o r c e .  I t  i s  n o t th e  p u rp ose  o r  I n t e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t  to  a f f e c t
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th a  v a l i d i t y  o r  th e  l e g a l  i n c id e n t s  o f  m a r r ia g e s  o f  u n l im ite d  d u r a t io n ,  nor 
i s  i t  th e  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  A c t  t o  underm ine th e  m o ra l ,  s o c i a l ,  and r e l i g i o u s  
fo u n d a t io n  o f  m a r r ia g e s  o f  u n lim ite d  d u r a t io n .

* S e c .  2 . AS 2 5 .0 5  i s  amended by  a d d in g  new s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :
A R T IC L E  8A. MARRIAGE OF  L IM IT E D  DURATION .

S e c .  2 5 .0 5 .3 7 2 .  MARRIAGE OF L IM IT E D  DURATION . I f  an  ag reem en t 
m ee tin g  th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  AS 2 5 .0 5 .3 7 3 (1 )  i s  f i l e d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  
AS 1 8 .5 0 .2 7 0 ( a ) ,  a  m a rr ia g e  e n te r e d  i n t o  under t h i s  c h a p te r  e x p i r e s  a t  
th e  end o f  th e  p e r io d  o f  tim e  a g r e e d  upon a s  m easured  from  th e  d a t e  o f  
s o le m n iz a t io n  and  a t  th e  end o f  e a ch  su b seq u e n t tim e  p e r io d  a g r e e d  
upon , u n le s s  renew ed  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  AS 2 5 .0 5 .3 7 4 .

S e c .  2 5 .0 5 .3 7 3 .  AGREEMENT AND F IL IN G .  P a r t i e s  to  a  p r o s p e c t i v e ^  

m a r r ia g e ,  o r  an  e x i s t i n g  m a r r ia g e ,  who se e k  to  p ro v id e  f o r  th e  e x p i r a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e i r  m a r r ia g e  under AS 2 5 .0 5 .3 7 2  s h a l l

(1 )  a g r e e  in  w r i t in g ,  on  a  fo rm  s u p p l ie d  by th e  d ep a r tm en t,
(A )  upon when th e  m a r r ia g e  e x p i r e s ,  a s  m easured from  

th e  d a te  o f  s o le m n iz a t io n i
(B )  upon th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  b o th  j o i n t  and 

s e p a r a t e ,  a c q u ir e d  d u r in g  th e  m a rr ia g e  and s e p a r a t e  p r o p e r ty  a c ­
q u ir e d  b e fo r e  th e  m a r r ia g e ,  i f  th e  m a r r ia g e  i s  n o t renew ed in  
a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  AS 2 5 .0 5 .3 7 4 )

(2 )  su b m it th e  ag re em en t, t o g e th e r  w ith  a  f e e  o f  $ 1 00 , f o r  
f i l i n g  w ith  th e  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  o f  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  th e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
d i s t r i c t  i n  w h ich  th e  m a rr ia g e  was p e r fo rm e d , e i t h e r  by  su b m it t in g  th e  
ag reem en t t o  th e  l i c e n s in g  o f f i c e r  b e fo r e  i s s u a n c e  o f  th e  l i c e n s e  o r ,  
i f  th e  l i c e n s e  h a s  a lr e a d y  b e en  I s s u e d ,  b y  s u b m it t in g  th e  ag reem en t
d i r e c t l y  t o  th e  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r .

S e c .  2 5 .0 5 .3 7 4 .  RENEWAL OF  MARRIAGE. A m a rr ia g e  o f  l im i t e d  du ra ­
t i o n  may be renew ed  b e fo r e  i t s  e x p i r a t i o n  by f i l i n g  w ith  th e  l o c a l
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r e g i s t r a r  o f  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c *  n o t i c e  e x e cu ted  by bo th  p a r t i e s  renew ing 
th e  m a r r ia g e . The l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  o f  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  s h a l l  a t t a c h  
t h i s  n o t i c e  to  th e  agreem ent f i l e d  under AS 2 5 .0 5 .3 7 3 (2 ) .

S e c .  2 5 .0 5 .3 7 5 . REMOVAL OF L IM ITAT ION . P a r t i e s  to  a  m arr iage  
s u b je c t  t o  e x p i r a t io n  under AS 2 5 .0 5 .3 7 2  may remove th e  l im i t a t i o n  on 
th e  d u r a t io n  o f  th e  m arr iag e  by f i l i n g  w ith  th e  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  o f  
v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  n o t i c e  e x e c u te d  by b o th  p a r t i e s  're sc in d in g  th e  a g re e ­
ment e n te r e d  in to  by th e  p a r t i e s  i n - a cco rd an ce  w ith  AS 2 5 .0 5 .3 7 3 (1 ) .

* S e c . 3 . AS 1 8 .5 0 .2 7 0 (a )  i s  amended to  re ad :
(a )  A c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  m a rr ia g e  f o r  each m arr iag e  perform ed  in  th e

8 t a t e . to g e th e r  w ith  any agreem ent s u b je c t in g  th e  m arr iag e  to  e x p ir a ­
t io n  under AS 2 5 .0 5 .3 7 3 (1 ) .  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w ith  th e  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  o f  
v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  th e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in  which th e  m arra ig e  was 
perfo rm ed  w ith in  seven  days o f  th e  m a rr ia g e .

* S e c . 4 . AS 1 8 .5 0 .2 7 0 (b )  i s  amended to  r e ad :
(b ) The o f f i c i a l  who i s s u e s  th e  m arr iag e  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  p rep are

th e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  m arriage  on form s p r e s c r ib e d  and fu rn ish e d  by th e  
bu reau , a s  s p e c i f i e d  e lsew h ere  in  th e  s t a t u t e s ,  and in  r e g u la t io n s  
is s u e d  under t h i s  c h a p te r .  The o f f i c i a l  s h a l l  a t t a c h  to  th e  m arriage  
l i c e n s e  any  agreem ent s u b je c t in g  th e  m arr iag e  t o  e x p i r a t io n  under
AS 2 5 .0 5 .3 7 3 (1 ) .

* S e c . 5. AS 1 8 .5 0 .2 7 0 (c )  i s  amended to  r e ad :
( c )  A p e rso n  who p erfo rm s a m arr iag e  s h a l l  com plete  th e  form s as 

s p e c i f i e d  e lsew h e re  in  th e  s t a t u t e s t o r  in  r e g u la t io n s  is s u e d  under 
t h i s  c h a p te r ,  and s h a l l  f i l e  th e  O r ig in a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  m a r r ia g e , t o ­
g e th e r  w ith  any agreem ent s u b je c t in g  th e  m arriage  to  e x p i r a t io n  under 
AS 2 5 .0 5 .3 7 3 (1 ) ,  w ith  the  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r .

* S e c . 6 . AS 2 5 .0 5 .0 9 1  i s  amended t o  r e ad :
S e c .  2 5 .0 5 .0 9 1 . APPLICAT ION  FOR L ICE N S E . One o f  th e  c o n tr a c t in g
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* S e c .  8 . AS 2 5 .2 5 .0 1 0 (6 )  i s  amended t o  r e a d t
(6 ) "duty o f  support"  in c lu d e s  a  d u ty  o f  su pp ort im posed o r 

im posab le  by law , o r  by a  c o u r t  o r d e r ,  d e c re e  o r  judgm ent, w hether 
in t e r lo c u to r y  or f i n a l ,  w hether i n c id e n t a l  to  a p ro ceed in g  fo r  d iv o r c e ,

"4" HB 113

p a r t i e s  to  a p r o s p e c t iv e  m arr iag e  a h a l l ,  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  days b e fo r e  th e  
tim e  o f  I s s u a n c e ,  f i l e  w ith  th e  l i c e n s in g  o f f i c e r  w r i t t e n ,  v e r b a l ,  o r  
t e le g r a p h ic  a p p l i c a t io n  f o r  a  l i c e n s e .  B e fo r e  I s s u a n c e  o f  th e  l i c e n s e ,  
e ach  c o n t r a c t in g  p a r t y  s h a l l  f i l e  w ith  th e  same l i c e n s in g  o f f i c e r  a 
p r e m a r it a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  and any agreem en t s u b je c t in g  th e  m a rr iag e  t o  
e x p i r a t i o n  under AS 2 5 .0 5 .3 7 3 (1 ) ; and s h a l l  make a  s ta te m e n t under o a th  
t h a t  th e  con tem p la ted  m arr iag e  m eets th e  r eq u ire m en ts  o f  law , g iv in g  
th e  names, r e l a t i o n s h ip  i f  an y , r e s id e n c e ,  o c c u p a t io n ,  and age o f  e ach  
p a r t y ;  naming g u a rd ian s  o f  any p a r ty  under th e  l e g a l  age f o r  m a r r ia g e ; 
and d e s c r ib in g  any p r io r  m a rr iag e  or m a rr ia g e s  o f  e i t h e r  p a r t y ,  and th e  
manner o f  d i s s o lu t i o n  o f  them . T h is  s ta te m e n t may be made and e x e c u te d  
b e fo r e  a n o ta ry  p u b l ic  or p o s tm a s te r  who s h a l l  c e r t i f y  i t  to  th e  l i c e n s ­
ing  o f f i c e r .

* S e c .  7. AS 2 5 .2 0 .0 6 0  i s  amended to  r e a d :
S ec . 2 5 .2 0 .0 6 0 . CUSTODY OF THE CH ILD . I f  th e r e  i s  a d is p u te  o v e r  

c h i l d  cu s to d y , e i t h e r  p a re n t may p e t i t i o n  th e  s u p e r io r  co u r t f o r  r e s o l u ­
t i o n  o f  th e  m a tte r  under t h i s  s e c t io n  u n le s s  an a c t io n  betw een th e  
p a r e n t8 i s  pend ing  under AS 0 9 .5 5 . The c o u r t  s h a l l  award cu s to d y  on 
th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  c h i l d .  In  d e te rm in in g  th e  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  c h i l d ,  th e  c o u r t  s h a l l  c o n s id e r  a l l  r e le v a n t  f a c t o r s  
in c lu d in g  th o se  f a c t o r s  enum erated in  AS 0 9 .5 5 .2 0 5 .  N e ith e r  p a r e n t ,  
r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  c h i l d ' s  l e g i t im a c y ,  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  
p r e fe r e n c e  in  th e  aw ard ing  o f  c u s to d y .  D is p u te  ove r  th e  c u s to d y  o f  
c h i ld r e n  born  o f  a  m arr iag e  o f  l im i t e d  d u r a t io n  a u th o r iz e d  in  AS 2 5 . -  
0 5 .3 72  s h a l l  be r e s o lv e d  under t h i s  s e c t i o n .



legal separation, separate maintenance . expiration of a marriage of 

limited duration, or otherwise, and includes the duty to pay arrearages 

of support past due and unpaidi
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