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BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND 
ik N  THE HOUSE S O C IA L  SER V ICES  COMMITTEE
21 CS  FOR H0U9E B I L L  NO. I l l  (HESS)
3H IN  THE LEG ISLATURE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH LEG ISLA TURE  -  SECOND SESSION
A B IL L

'or an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  o p to m e try : and
p r o v id in g  f o r  an  e f f e c t i v e  d a te ."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATURE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t i o n  1 . AS 0 8 .7 2  l a  amended by add ing  new s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  0 8 .7 2 .0 6 1 .  REGULATION OF USE OF DRUGS. ( a )  The Board  o f  
Exam iners i n  O p tom e try  and th e  S t a t e  M e d ic a l  Board  s h a l l  ad o p t r e g u l a ­
t io n s  in  a c co rd a n ce  w ith  t h i s  A c t  p r e s c r ib in g  g e n e r a l  and c l i n i c a l  
e d u c a t io n a l  and e x a m in a t io n  r e q u ire m e n ts  t h a t  a p e rso n  l i c e n s e d  under 
t h i s  c h a p te r  must m eet t o  o b ta in  an endorsem en t t o  th e  l i c e n s e  a u th o ­
r i z i n g  th e  use o f  d i a g n o s t i c  d ru g s , in c lu d in g  r e q u ire m e n ts  f o r  c o n ­
t in u in g  e d u c a t io n  in  th e  u s e  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  d ru g s . R e g u la t io n s  p r o v id in g  
r e q u ire m e n ts  f o r  end o rsem en t t o  u se  d ia g n o s t i c  d ru g s  s h a l l  in c lu d e  
m a te r ia l  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  s y s te m ic  e f f e c t s  o f  and r e a c t i o n s  t o  pharm a­
c e u t i c a l  a g e n ts  and th e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  a d v e r s e  r e a c t i o n s  t o  p h a rm a c e u t ic a l  
a g e n t s .  C o n t in u in g  e d u c a t io n  m ust in c lu d e  c o u r s e s  o f  s tu d y  o f f e r e d  by  
an  a c c r e d i t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n  app roved  by  th e  Board  o f  Exam in ers in  Optom e­
t r y  and th e  S t a t e  M e d ic a l  B o a rd .

(b ) The Board  o f  Exam in ers in  O p tom e try  and th e  S t a t e  M e d ic a l 
B oard  s h a l l  j o i n t l y  ad o p t r e g u l a t i o n s  i d e n t i f y i n g  g e n e r ic  d ia g n o s t i c  
d rugs and th e  s t r e n g th s  o f  th e  g e n e r ic  d i a g n o s t i c  d rug s t h a t  may be 
a d m in is te r e d  by an  o p to m e t r i s t  in  a c co rd a n ce  w ith  AS 0 8 .7 2 .0 6 2 .

S e c .  0 8 .7 2 .0 6 2 . BOARD ENDORSEMENT OF DRUGS. ( a )  An o p to m e t r i s t  
l i c e n s e d  under t h i s  c h a p te r  may p r e s c r ib e  and a d s d n is t e r  a  d ia g n o s t i c  
d rug  i n  a c co rd a n ce  w ith  r e g u la t io n s  I s s u e d  u n d er AS 0 8 .7 2 .0 6 1  i f
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(1 )  th e  o p to m e tr is t  h a s  s a t i s f i e d  e d u c a t io n a l  and e xam in a tion  
r eq u ire m en ts  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  u se  o f  d ia g n o s t ic  d rug s; and

(2 )  th e  o p to m e tr i s t  h a s  been endorsed  by th e  board  to  p re ­
s c r i b e  and a d m in is te r  d ia g n o s t ic  d rugs.

(b ) An endorsem ent under ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t io n  t o  p r e s c r ib e  and 
a d m in is te r  d ia g n o s t i c  drugs l a p s e s  u n le s s  th e  o p to m e tr is t  s a t i s f i e s  th e  
req u ire m en ts  e s t a b l i s h e d  under AS 08 .72 .061  c o n tin u in g  e d u c a t io n  r e la t in g  
t o  th e  use o f  d ia g n o s t ic  d ru g s .

* S e c .  2. AS 0 8 .7 2 .2 4 0  i s  amended by add ing  new p a rag rap h s  t o  re ad :
(1 0 ) a d m in is te r e d  a  d ia g n o s t ic  drug in  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  optome­

t r y  w ith ou t h av in g  an  endorsem en t t o  h is  l i c e n s e  r e q u ir e d  under AS 0 8 . -  
7 2 .0 6 2 ;

(1 1 ) a d m in is te r e d  a d ia g n o s t ic  drug o r a s t r e n g th  o r  co n cen tra ­
t i o n  o f  a d ia g n o s t ic  drug in  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  op tom etry  n o t i d e n t i f i e d  
and  approved f o r  u se  under AS 0 8 .7 2 .0 6 1 (b ) .

* S e c .  3. AS 0 8 .7 2 .2 8 0  i s  amended by add ing  a new s u b s e c t io n  to  read :
(b) A p e rso n  may n o t u se  a drug i n  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  op tom etry 

u n le s s  a u th o r iz e d  under AS 0 8 .7 2 .0 6 2 .
* S e c .  4 . AS 08 .72  i s  amended b y  adding new s e c t io n s  t o  re ad :

S ec . 0 8 .7 2 .2 8 4 . USE OF PROFESSIONAL T IT LE . A p erson  l ic e n se d
under t h i s  c h a p te r  may n o t i n  w r it in g  u se  th e  t i t l e  "Dr."  o r  "Doctor" 
w ith o u t u s in g  " o p to m e tr is t"  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  t i t l e .

S e c . 0 8 .7 2 .2 8 5 . D ISPLAY  OF CER T IF ICA T E . The r e g i s t r a t i o n  and
ren ew al c e r t i f i c a t e ,  and an y  endorsem ent under AS 0 8 .7 2 .0 6 2  s h a l l  be
d is p la y e d  In  a  con sp icu ou s  p la c e  in  th e  p rim ary  o f f i c e  in  which a  p erson
p r a c t i c e s  o p to m e try . A l i c e n s e e  s h a l l  p o in t  ou t o r  i d e n t i f y  th e  lo c a ­
t i o n  o f  th e  c e r t i f i c a t e  tdien r eq u e s ted  b y  a member o f  th e  board , an 
em ployee o f  th e  d ep ar tm en t, o r  a  member o f  th e  p u b l ic .

S e c . 0 8 .7 2 .2 8 6 .  REFERRAL TO OTHER MEDICAL S P E C IA L IST S . I f ,  du rin g
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an  exam in a tion  o f  a p a t i e n t  o r  fo llo w in g  an e x am in a tio n  o f  a p a t i e n t ,  a 
l ic e n s e d  o p to m e tr is t  a s c e r t a in s  th e  p o s s ib le  p resen ce  o f  o c u la r  d is e a s e  
o r  in ju r y ,  th e  o p to m e tr is t  s h a l l  n o t i f y  th e  p a t i e n t  and r e f e r  th e  p a t ie n t  
t o  an a p p ro p r ia te  h e a l th  c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  fo r  fu r th e r  e v a lu a t io n .
S e c . 5. AS 0 8 .7 2 .3 0 0 (2 )  i s  amended to  r e a d :

(2 ) "optometry" i s  th e  e x am in a tio n , o th e r  th an  by th e  use o f
drugs e x cep t d ia g n o s t ic  d ru g s , o f  th e  human eyes  and th e  v i s u a l  system
fo r  the  purpose o f  a s c e r t a in in g  a d ep a r tu re  from  th e  norm al, a s c e r t a i n ­
in g  th e  s t a tu s  o f  th e  human v is u a l  sy s tem , in c lu d in g  r e f r a c t i v e  and
fu n c t io n a l  a b i l i t i e s ,  o r a s c e r t a in in g  th e  p resen ce  o f  o c u la r  d is e a s e  and 
any o th e r  d ep a r tu re  from  th e  normal which r e q u ir e s  r e f e r r a l  to  o th e r  
h e a lth  c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ;  o r  th e  d ia g n o s is  o f  an o p t i c a l  d e f i c i e n c y  o r 
d e fo rm ity , v i s u a l  or m uscu lar anom aly o f  th e  human eye_j_ [ , ]  o r  th e  
p r e s c r ip t io n  o r  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  le n s e s ,  prism s o r  o c u la r  e x e r c i s e s  fo r  
th e  c o r r e c t io n  o r  r e l i e f  o f  th e  human e y e ;
S ec . 6. AS 0 8 .7 2 .3 0 0 (3 )  i s  amended to  r e a d :

(3 ) " p ra c t ic in g  optom etry"  i s  an e x am in a tio n , o th e r  th an  by 
th e  use o f  drugs ex cep t f o r  d ia g n o s t ic  d ru g s , o f  th e  human eyes and 
v is u a l  system  fo r  th e  pu rpose  o f a s c e r t a in in g  a d ep a r tu re  from th e  
norm al, a s c e r t a in in g  th e  s t a t u s  o f  th e  human v i s u a l  sy s tem , in c lu d in g  
r e f r a c t i v e  and fu n c t io n a l  a b i l i t i e s ,  o r  a s c e r ta in in g  th e  p re sen ce  o f  
o cu la r  d is e a s e  and any o th e r  d ep a r tu re  from  th e  norm al vrtiich r e q u ir e s  
r e f e r r a l  t o  o th e r  h e a l th  c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ;  o r  th e  d ia g n o s is  o f  an 
o p t i c a l  d e f i c i e n c y  or d e fo rm ity ,  v i s u a l  o r  m uscu lar anom aly o f  th e  human 
eyej. [ ,J  o r  th e  p r e s c r ip t io n  o f  l e n s e s ,  p rism s o r  o c u la r  e x e r c i s e s  fo r  
th e  c o r r e c t io n  o r  r e l i e f  o f  th e  human eyej^ [ , ]  o r th e  h o ld in g  o f  o n e s e l f  
ou t as b e ing  a b le  t o  do so ;
S ec . 7 . AS 0 8 .7 2 .3 0 0  i s  amended by add ing  a new p arag raph  to  r e a d :

(7 ) " d ia g n o s t ic  drug" means a c y c lo p le g ic ,  m y d r ia t ic ,  o r
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t o p i c a l  a n e s th e t i c  w hich I s  l i s t e d  In  th e  o f f i c i a l  U n it e d  S t a t e s  P h a r ­
m acopoeia  o r  a  supp lem ent t o  i t ,  o r  i n  th e  o f f i c i a l  N a t io n a l  Fo rm u lary  
o r  a  supplem ent t o  i t .

* S e c .  8 . AS 0 8 .7 2  i s  amended by  ad d in g  a  new s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :
A R T ICLE  5 . M ISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

S e c .  0 8 .7 2 .3 5 0 .  D ISPENSING  CERTAIN  DRUGS TO OPTOMETRISTS. N o t­
w ith s ta n d in g  o th e r  p r o v is io n s  o f  law , a c y c lo p le g l c ,  m y d r ia t i c ,  o r  
t o p i c a l  a n e s th e t i c  l i s t e d  i n  th e  o f f i c i a l  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Pharm acopoe ia  o r  
a  supplem ent t o  i t ,  o r in  th e  o f f i c i a l  N a t io n a l  Form u lary  o r  a  s u p p le ­
ment t o  i t  may be d isp en sed  t o  an o p to m e tr is t  i f  th e  o p to m e tr i s t  h as 
been  endorsed  under AS 0 8 .7 2 .0 6 2  t o  p r e s c r ib e  o r  a d m in is te r  d ia g n o s t i c  
d ru g s .

* S e c . 9 . The Board  o f  Exam iners in  Op tom etry  and th e  S t a t e  M e d ic a l  Board  
s h a l l  h o ld  a  p u b lic  h e a r in g  on r e g u la t i o n s  t o  a u th o r iz e  th e  u se  o f  d ia g n o s t i c  
drugs b y  o p to m e tr i s t s  in  a c co rd an ce  w ith  AS 0 8 .7 2 .0 6 1  w ith in  s i x  m onths a f t e r  
th e  e f f e c t i v e  d a te  o f  t h i s  A c t .  I f  th e  B oard  o f  Exam iners in  O p tom etry  and 
th e  S t a t e  M ed ica l B oard  have n o t  j o i n t l y  adop ted  r e g u la t io n s  a u th o r iz in g  th e  
u se o f  d ia g n o s t ic  d rug s by o p to m e tr is t s  w ith in  one y e a r  a f t e r  th e  e f f e c t i v e  
d a te  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  th e  Board  o f  Exam iners in  O p tom etry  s h a l l  ad o p t r e g u la t io n s  
a u th o r iz in g  th e  u se  o f  d ia g n o s t ic  drugs b y  o p to m e tr is t s .

* S e c . 10 . T h is  A c t ta k e s  e f f e c t  im m ed ia te ly  i n  a c co rd an ce  w ith  AS 0 1 .1 0 . 
0 7 0 (c ) .
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