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IN  T H E  S E N A T E  BY H O H M A N

S E N A T E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 21 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to th e o w n e r s h i p  o f  e a r t h  

s t a t i o n s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  S E N A T E :

W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  is c o m m i t t e d  to the goal of p r o m o t i n g  

r e liable, r e a s o n a b l y - p r i c e d  t e l e p h o n e  and t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  for all 

A l a s k a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t hose r e s i d i n g  in rural areas; a n d

W H E R E A S  i m p r o v e d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  for r u r a l  a r e a s  are d e s i r a b l e  an d  

e s s e n t i a l  for the w e l l - b e i n g  of the r es i d e n t s  of t h e s e  areas; a n d

W H E R E A S  the s t a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  $ 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  to p u r c h a s e  100 s m a l l  e a r t h  

s t a t i o n s  a n d  e n t e r e d  into a series of a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  the long l i n e s  c a r r i e r  

for t heir i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  o p e r a t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e ,  and m ade a p p l i c a t i o n s  to 

the Fede r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  for o w n e r s h i p ,  all in f u r t h e r a n c e  of 

the goal of p r o v i d i n g  r e l i a b l e ,  r e a s o n a b l y - p r i c e d  t e l e p h o n e  a n d  t e l e c o m m u n i­

ca t i o n  s e r v i c e  for all A l a s k a n s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the G o v e r n o r ,  in a r e c e n t  po l i c y  s t a t e m e n t ,  ha s  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  

s t a t e ' s  i n t e n t i o n  to w i t h d r a w ,  on M a r c h  1, 1980, its a p p l i c a t i o n s  for e a r t h  

s t a t i o n  o w n e r s h i p  w h i c h  a r e  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  the F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m ­

miss i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  the i m p r o v e m e n t  and f u t u r e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  can be a c c o m p l i s h e d  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  

and e f f i c i e n t l y  by r e l i a n c e  on c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  t h e  free m a r k e t  p l a c e  to 

ensure w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s ;  and

WHEREAS this policy favors the long lines c a r r ie r ,  A l a s c o m ,  Inc., in its 

efforts to secure earth station ownership and discourages development of 

local exchange companies; and
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W H E R E A S  t e l e p h o n e  c a r r i e r s  are a s s i s t i n g  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  to r u r a l  a re a s  u n d e r  the a u s p i c e s  of the a p p r o p r i a t e  

s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t o r y  c o m m i s s i o n s ;  an d

W H E R E A S  l o c a l  t e l e p h o n e  s e r v i c e  is not yet  w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  in rural 

a r e a s  a n d  e m e r g i n g  local e x c h a n g e  c o m p a n i e s  m a y  r e q u i r e  o w n e r s h i p  of e a r t h  

s t a t i o n s  for the c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e y  s e r v e  in o r d e r  to be e c o n o m i c a l l y  viab l e ;

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  th e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  the 

G o v e r n o r  to w i t h d r a w  the s t a t e ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  b y  M a r c h  1, 198 0  for s a t e l l i t e  

e a r t h  s t a t i o n s  at t h o s e  l o c a t i o n s  w h e r e  t here ar e c o m p e t i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r 

o w n e r s h i p  of thi s  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  the s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a n t  for 

r e i m b u r s i n g  the s t a t e ,  o n  a n  e q u i t a b l e  basis, for its c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  i 

t h e s e  s m a l l  e a r t h  s t a t i o n s ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the G o v e r n o r  d elay w i t h d r a w i n g  the s t a t e ' s  a p­

p l i c a t i o n s  u n t i l  D e c e m b e r  31, 1980, for t hose l o c a t i o n s  w h e r e  no c o m p e t i n g  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  fi l e d ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  r e q u e s t s  the G o v e r n o r  to 

s u p p o r t  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  that w ill h e l p  in a s s u r i n g  the e c o n o m i c  w e l l­

b e i n g  of local e x c h a n g e  c o m p a n i e s  in rural A l a s k a .


