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IN T H E  S E N A T E B Y  C O L L E T T A

S E N A T E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7 am 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to o w n e r s h i p  o f  e a r t h  

s t a t i o n s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  SENATE:

W H E R E A S  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p l a n n i n g  a n d  p o l i c y  are o f  v i t a l  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  

i n t e r e s t  to t h e  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  state -- a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  l ives a n d  p e r s o n a l  

w e l f a r e  at al l  l e v e l s  o f  ac ti v i t y ,  in b o t h  u r b a n  and r u r a l  ar e a s ;  and

W H E R E A S  r e c e n t  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e s  h a v e  r e n d e r e d  f e a s i b l e  i m p r o v e­

me n t s  in A l a s k a ' s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e t w o r k  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  a v a i l a b l e ;  an d

W H E R E A S  c h i e f  a m o n g  t h o s e  a d v a n c e s  has b e e n  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a h i g h l y  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i e d  s c i e n c e  r e l a t i n g  to the u s e  o f  s y n c h r o -  

n o u s - o r b i t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s a t e l l i t e s  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  e a r t h b o u n d  t r a n s­

m i t t i n g  an d  r e c e i v i n g  sta t i o n s ; and

W H E R E A S ,  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  those factors, the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

r e s o l v e d  in H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 60 (1975) to u r g e  t h e  Gov e rn o r ,  

t h r o u g h  the o f f i c e  o f  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  to a c q u i r e  a n d  i n s t a l l  s a t e l l i t e  

e a r t h  s t a t i o n s  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e ' s  lo n g  l ines c a r r i e r ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  u n d e r  H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 60 (1975), th e  o f f i c e  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  the l o n g  lines c a r r i e r  e n t e r e d  into a  s e r i e s  of t h r e e  

a g r e e m e n t s  p r o v i d i n g  for th e  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  o pe r a t i o n ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  100 

s m a l l  e a r t h  s t a t i o n s  in the r ural a r e a s  of A l a s k a  b y  t h e  l o n g  l i n e s  carrier; 

and

WHEREAS the construction of the 100 small earth stations has been con- 

luded, bringing the benefits of m o d e m  satellite communications to the 

2 8 Uremote a r e a s  of the state, and thereby achieving the goals and purposes of 

m  l e g i s l a t u r e  expressed in House Concurrent Resolution No. 60 (1975); and
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W H E R E A S  the t e l e p h o n e  c a r r i e r s  h a v e  r e p r e s e n t e d  to th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  

and f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t o r y  agenc i e s  t h e i r  read i n e s s,  w i l l i n g n e s s ,  a n d  a b i l i t y  to 

p r o v i d e  t h e  m o n e t a r y  a n d  p h y si c a l  r e s o u r c e s  n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v i d e  s u c h  s e r­

vices, a n d  to r e i m b u r s e  the state, o n  an e q u i t a b l e  basis, fo r  its c a p i t a l  

e x p e n d i t u r e s  pert-aining to the 100 s mall e a r t h  stations; a n d

W H E R E A S  o p t i m u m  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  serv i ce  ca n  n o w  b e s t  be p r o v i d e d  b y  

p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  u n d e r  the a u s p i c e s  of  the a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  

r e g u l a t o r y  c o m m i s s i o n s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  r e c o g n i z e d  that s a t e l l i t e  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r­

vices w i l l  p r o m o t e  th e  gener a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  of  A l a s k a  c i t i­

zens ; a n d

W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  a u t h o r i z e d  c o n t i n u e d  f u n d i n g  of the t e l e v i­

sion d e m o n s t r a t i o n  project; an d

W H E R E A S  the l o n g  lines c a r r i e r  h a s  o f f e r e d  to r e d u c e  the r a t e  for t e l e­

v i s i o n  s e r v i c e s  f u n d e d  by  the s tate f r o m  $ 2 , 1 4 5 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y  to $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  

a n n u a l l y  for a p e r i o d  of three y e a r s  in r e t u r n  for the o w n e r s h i p  of th e  e a r t h  

s t a t i o n s  a n d  r e l a t e d  equipment, s u b j e c t  to the a p p r o v a l  o f  the a p p r o p r i a t e  

r e g u l a t o r y  b o d i e s  if the e q u i p m e n t  is i n d e p e n d e n t l y  v a l u e d  at n o t  less than 

$ 4 , 1 8 5 , 0 0 0 ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the G o v e r n o r  ha s e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  in r e d u c i n g  state f u n d i n g  o f  

t e l e v i s i o n  ser vi c e s ;  and

W H E R E A S  a r e d u c t i o n  in an n u a l  r a t e s w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  the a b i l i t y  o f  

p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  to fund the t e l e v i s i o n  s e r vices;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate respectfully requests and urges the 

Governor to negotiate with the long line carrier the exchange of small earth 

stations for television service and if an accepted agreement is reached 

to withdraw the state's applications for satellite earth stations at those 

locations where there are no competing applications, other than by the long 

line* carrier, for ownership of that equipment, and further requests and
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