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S E N A T E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE OF A LA S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSI O N

Re l a t i n g  to o w n e r s h i p  of earth 

s t a t i o n s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY SENATE:

W H E R E A S  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p l a n n i n g  a n d  po l i c y  are of v i t a l  and c o n t i n u i n g  

i n t e re s t  to the c i t i z e n s  of the state -- a f f e c t i n g  their lives and p e r sonal 

w e l f a r e  at all levels of activity, in b o t h  u r ba n  and rural areas; and

W H E R E A S  rec e n t  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e s  have r e n d e r e d  f e a s i b l e  i m p r o v e­

me n t s  in Al a s k a ' s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e t w o r k  not p r e v i o u s l y  a v a i la b l e ;  and

W H E R E A S  c hief a m o n g  those a d v a n c e s  has b e e n  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a h i g h l y  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i e d  s c i e n c e  r el ating to the use of sy n c h r o -  

n o u s - o r b i t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s a t e l l i t e s  in c o nj u n c t i o n  w i t h  e a r t h b o u n d  t r a n s­

mi t t i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  stations; and

WH E REAS, in r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h o s e  factors, the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

r e s o l v e d  in H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 60 (1975) to u rge the G o vernor, 

th r o u g h  the o f f i c e  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  to acquire and install s at e l l i t e  

e arth stations in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith the state's long lines carrier; and

W H E REAS, u n d e r  House C o n c u r r e n t  R es o l u t i o n  No. 60 (1975), the o f f i c e  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  and the long l i ne s  carrier ente r e d  i n t o  a series of t h r e e  

a g r e e m e n t s  p r o v i d i n g  for the i n s t a l l at i o n ,  o p eration, a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of 100  

small earth s t a t i o n s  in the rural a r e a s  of Al a s k a  by the long lines c a r r i e r ;  

a nd

W H E R E A S  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  100 small earth s t a t i o n s  has b e e n  c o n­

cluded, b r i n g i n g  th e  be n e f i t s  of m o d e r n  sa t e l l i t e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  to the 

r e m o t e  a reas of th e  state, and t h e r e b y  a c h i e v i n g  the g o a l s  and p u r p o se s  of 

the l e g i s l a t u r e  e x p r e s s e d  in H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 60 (1975); an d
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W H E R E A S  t h e  l ong lines c a r r i e r  h a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  to the a p p r o p r i a t e  s ta t e  

and f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t o r y  a g e n c i e s  its r e a d i n e s s ,  w i l l i n g n e s s ,  a n d  a b i l i t y  to 

p r o v i d e  the m o n e t a r y  a n d  p h y s i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v i d e  suc h  s e r­

vices, an d  to r e i m b u r s e  the state, o n  a n  e q u i t a b l e  ba s i s,  f o r  its capital 

e x p e n d i t u r e s  p e r t a i n i n g  to th e  100 s m a l l  e a r t h  s t a t i o n s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  o p t i m u m  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e  c a n  n o w  b e s t  be p r o v i d e d  b y  

p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  u n d e r  the a u s p i c e s  o f  the a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  an d  federal 

r e g u l a t o r y  c o m m i s s i o n s ;  and

W H E R E A S  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  has r e c o g n i z e d  t hat s a t e l l i t e  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r­

vices wi l l  p r o m o t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  an d  w e l l - b e i n g  of Al a s k a c i t i­

zens ; an d

W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t u r e  has a u t h o r i z e d  c o n t i n u e d  f u n d i n g  of the t e l e v i­

sio n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  p r o j e c t ;  and

W H E R E A S  the l o n g  lines c a r r i e r  h as  o f f e r e d  to r e d u c e  t h e  rate for t e l e­

v i s i o n  s e r v i c e s  f u n d e d  by the s t a t e  f r o m  $ 2 , 1 4 5 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y  to $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 

a n n u a l l y  f o r  a p e r i o d  of t h r e e  y e a r s  in r e t u r n  f o r the o w n e r s h i p  of the e a r t h  

s t a t i o n s  a n d  r e l a t e d  e q ui p m e n t ,  s u b j e c t  to  the a p p r o v a l  o f  the a p p r o p r i a t e  

r e g u l a t o r y  b o d i e s  i f  the e q u i p m e n t  is i n d e p e n d e n t l y  v a l u e d  at not less t h a n  

$ 4 , 1 8 5 , 0 0 0 ;  an d

W H E R E A S  the G o v e r n o r  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  in r e d u c i n g  state f u n d i n g  of 

t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v i c e s ;  an d

WHEREAS a reduction in annual rates will facilitate the ability of 

private enterprise to fund the television services;

B E  I T  RESOLVED tha t  the Senate respectfully requests a n d  urges the 

Governor to withdraw the state's applications for satellite earth s t a t i o n s  at 

those locations where there are no competing applications, other than by the 

long lines carrier, for ownership of that equipment, and further requests an d  

urges the Governor to support all applications of the long lines carrier 

presently on file or to be filed with the appropriate state or federal regula
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