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Introduced: 2/8/79
Referred: Judiciary

S E N A T E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 4 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A TE  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T S E S S I O N

O b j e c t i n g  to the t e r m i n a t i o n  of the 

M u t u a l  D e f e n s e  T r e a t y  w i t h  t h e 

R e p u b l i c  of China.

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  BY TH E  S E N A T E :

W H E R E A S  t h e  p e o p l e  of the R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  h a v e  b u i l t  a s u c c e s s f u l ,  

p r o s p e r o u s ,  free e c o n o m y  out  of the a s h e s  of a h a l f  c e n t u r y  of r e v o l u t i o n ,  

i n v a s i o n  a n d  civil w a r  a n d  no w  s e r v e  as a n  i m p o r t a n t  t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r  of the 

A m e r i c a n  p e o p le ;  and

W H E R E A S  the p e o p l e  of the R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  h a v e  b e e n  a m o n g  the m o s t  

t r u s t e d  f r i e nd s  and a l l i e s  of the p e o p l e  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s i n c e  the 

f o u n d i n g  of the C h i n e s e  R e p u b l i c  in 1912; and

W H E R E A S  th e  R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  is of s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  the  d e f e n s e  

o f  Eas t  A s i a  and the P a c i f i c ,  has a l w a y s  u t i l i z e d  its m i l i t a r y  p o w e r  i n  the 

i n t e r e s t s  of the f ree w o r l d  a n d  has, s i n c e  1954, b e e n  a p a r t y  w i t h  the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  to a Mutual D e f e n s e  T r e a t y ;  an d

W H E R E A S ,  as r e c e n t l y  as S e p t e m b e r ,  1978, the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r es s ,  

w i t h o u t  a d i s s e n t i n g  vote, e n d o r s e d  s e c t i o n  26 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  

A s s i s t a n c e  Act of 1978, i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a s t a t e m e n t  of the s e n s e  of the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  tha t  t h e r e  b e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C o n g r e s s  

o n  p r o p o s e d  p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  a f f e c t i n g  the rights, o b l i g a t i o n s ,  a n d  r e l a t i o n­

sh i p s  of the p a r t i e s  to th e  M u t u a l  D e f e n s e  T r e a t y  of 1954; a n d

WHEREAS, in December, 1978, the President, without prior consultation 

with Congress, announced termination of the Mutual Defense Treaty of 1954 

with the Republic of China in connection with the federal government's recog­

nition of the People's Republic of China, effective Janaury 1, 1979; and

-1 - SR 4

[N THE SENATE BY ZIEGLER BY REQUEST



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

to

11

12

13

14

IS

16

17

U

1!

21

21

2:

2:

2

21

2

2

2

2

-a-
' S i  ..

W H E R E A S  u n i l a t e r a l  e x e c u t i v e  r e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the 

lutual D e f e n s e  T r e a t y  c o n s t i t u t e s  a c h a l l e n g e  b y  the f e d e r a l  e x e c u t i v e  to th e 

rights a n d  p r e r o g a t i v e s  o f  the C o n g r e s s  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n d e r  the C o n ­

s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  A s s i s t a n c e  Act}

BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  t h a t  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n ­

gress e x p l o r e  all o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o w a r d  m a i n t a i n i n g  in full f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t  

a x i s t i n g  t r e a t i e s  an d  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  the R e p u b l i c  

of C h i n a ,  a n d  t hat e v e r y  e f f o r t  be m a d e  b y  C o n g r e s s  to e n c o u r a g e  s t r e n g t h e n­

ing o f  e c o n o m i c  an d  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  the two n a t i o n s ;  a n d  be it 

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c o n t i n u e  to r e c o g n i z e  the 

R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  b y  e x t e n d i n g  d i p l o m a t i c  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  u s u a l l y  

a c c o r d e d  o t h e r  i n d e p e n d e n t  n a ti o n s ;  an d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  use its b e s t  e f f o r t s  

to a s s u r e  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  the R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  a n d  th e  P e o p l e ' s  

R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  o c c u r  w i t h o u t  t h r e a t  of f o r c e  or a g g r e s s i o n  a n d  that the 

f u t u r e  of the p e o p l e  of  the R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  o n  T a i w a n  is p e a c e f u l  a n d  

p r o s p e r o u s ; a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  c o n d u c t  a t h o r o u g h  i n q u i r y  o f  the p r e c i ­

p i t o u s  a c t i o n  t a k e n  b y  the P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  u n i l a t e r a l l y  

t e r m i n a t i n g  o b l i g a t i o n s  w i t h  the R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  u n d e r  the 1 9 5 4  M u t u a l  

Defense T r e a t y  to a s s u r e  that s i m i l a r  a c t s  o f  the f e d e r a l  e x e c u t i v e  i n  c o n­

t r a v e n t i o n  of the a u t h o r i t y  of C o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e  r i g h t s  of the A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  

under the C o n s t i t u t i o n  do not o c c u r  i n  t h e  future.

COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  Warren G. 

Magnuson, President Pro Tempore of the U. S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas P. 

O'Neill, Jr., Speaker of the U. S. House of Representatives; the Honorable 

Frank Church, Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee; and to the 

Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike Gravel, U. S. Senators, and the 

Honorable Don Young, U. S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation
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