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Introduced: 4 /9/80
Referred: State Affairs

BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY R E Q U E S T

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 69 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O K  T H E S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Po s t a l 

S e r v i c e  to e s t a b l i s h  a p h i l a t e l i c  

s e r v i c e  center Ln Alaska.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O K  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S ,  s i n c e  the i s s u a n c e  of the first c o m m e m o r a t i v e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

p o s t a g e  s t a m p  in A l a s k a  in .193 7, e ight c o m m e m o r a t i v e  a n d  r e g u l a r  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  p o s t a g e  s t a m p s  h a v e  b e e n  first is s u ed  in the 4 9 t h  State; a n d

W H E R E A S  the p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  f o c u s e d  on these e v e n t s  has g e n e r a t e d  e ver 

i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  in s t a m p  c o l l e c t i n g ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  due to this i n t e r e s t  in the h o b b y ,  the four o r g a n i z e d  s tamp 

c l u b s  in the s t a t e  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e s  in m e m b e r s h i p  in 

r e c e n t  y e a r s ;  an d

W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Postal S e r v i c e ,  thro u g h  e x t e n s i v e  m e d i a  a d­

v e r t i s i n g  a n d  the p r o m o t i o n  of v a r i o u s  p o s t a l  p r od u c t s  an d  p h i l a t e l i c  s e r­

vic e s ,  ha s b e e n  v i g o r o u s l y  e n c o u r a g i n g  s t a m p  c o l l e c t i n g ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  to fill the d e m a n d s  of st a m p  c o l l e c t o r s ,  the U n i t e d  S t at e s  

P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  has e s t a b l i s h e d  p h i l a t e l i c  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r s  in p o s t  o f f i c e s  in 

m a j o r  c i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  the natio n ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  d e s p i t e  t h e se  p r o m o t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  m a n y  p o s t a g e  s t a m p  items, 

postal stationery, a n d  o t h e r  p h i l a t e l i c  m a t e r i a l s  i s s u e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

Postal Service ar e  not a v a i l a b l e  to c o l l e c t o r s  or po s t a l  p a t r o n s  at e v e n  the  

largest post offices in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, as a result, Alaskan stamp collectors must request items from 

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Postal Service's Philatelic Service Agency in Washington,

D. C. o r  o b t a i n  them at philatelic service centers in other states; and
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W H E R E A S ,  d e s p i t e  the s u b s t a n t i a l  i n t erest in philately, Alaska, vir- 

u a l l y  a lone a m o n g  the 50 states, lacks a p h i l a t e l i c  service center; and

W H E R E A S  it is a p p a r e n t  that the intere s t  in s tamp c o l l e c t i n g  as a hobby, 

:he siz e of the a c t i v e  s tamp c o l l e c t i n g  public in Alaska, and the a c t i v i t y  of 

:he A n c h o r a g e  P h i l a t e l i c  Society, the G a s t i n e a u  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y  of Juneau, 

:he N o r t h e r n  L i g h t s  S t a m p  Club of Fairbanks, and the P t a r m i g a n  S t a m p  and Coin 

U u b  of A n c h o r a g e  w a r r a n t  the o p e n i n g  of a p r o p e r l y  staffed, w e l l - s t o c k e d  

ihllatelic se r v i c e  ce n t e r  in one of A l a ska's m a j o r  cities; and

W H E R E A S  s a le s  of p o s t a g e  stamps and other p o s t a l  m a t e r i a l s  to stamp  

:ollectors r e s u l t  in s u b s t a n t i a l  pr o fi t  to the U n i t e d  States Pos t al  Service 

since fe w  of the items sol d  to c o l l e c t o r s  are e v e r  used as p o s t a g e  for trans- 

nission of mail;

RE IT R E S O L V E D  tha t  the A l a s k a  S ta t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  urges the U n i t e d  States 

Postal S e r v i c e  to es tablish, o p e r a t e  and m a i n t a i n  a full-time p h i l a t e l i c  

serv i c e  center, s t a f f e d  by q u a l i f i e d  personnel, with  a c o m p l e t e i n v e n t o r y  of 

a v a i l a b l e  U n i t e d  States p o s t a g e  stamps, postal stationery, and o t h e r  postal 

nat e r i a ls  and p h i l a t e l i c  s u p p l i es  in one of the m a j o r  cities in Alaska.

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m  F. 

Bolger, P o s t m a s t e r  G e n e r a l  of the U n i t e d  States; Mr. Robert J. O p i n s k y , 

P o s t m a s t e r  of A n c h o r a g e ,  Mr. Ot i s  Dean, P o s t m a s t e r  of F a irbanks; Mr. L a w r e n c e  

J a c k s o n ,  P o s t m a s t e r  of Juneau; and to the H o n o r a b l e  Te d  S t ev e n s  and the 

H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v e l ,  U. S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  Don Yo un g ,  U. S. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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