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IN T H E  S E N A T E BY B R AD L E Y  

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O . 35 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  an a m e n d m e n t  to the C o n s t i­

tu t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  l i m i t­

ing t a x  levies b y  the s ta t e  and its 

p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  IX, sec. 1, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is 

a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) No tax m a y  be l e v i e d  by the S t a t e  or its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i­

sio n s  if the r e v e n u e  e s t i m a t e d  to be p r o d u c e d  by the t ax  levy e x c e e ds  

the l i m i t a t i o n  on t a x a t i o n  i m p o s e d  in s e c t i o n  16 of this article.

* Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  IX, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of th e State of A l a s k a  is a m e n d e d  by 

a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

S E C T I O N  16. L I M I T A T I O N  O N  TAX C O L L E C T I O N S .  (a) The S t a t e  or a 

p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  m a y  not collect t a x  r e v e n u e s  for a fiscal year in 

e x c e s s  of the a m o u n t s  a l l o w e d  under this section.

(b) For the first f i s c a l  year b e g i n n i n g  a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  date 

of thi s  s e c tion, the S t a t e  or a p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  may not collect 

t a x  r e v e n u e s  w h i c h  e x c e e d  the amount c o l l e c t e d  for fiscal y ear 1978, 

p l u s  a c h a n g e  to r e f l e c t  b o t h

(1) the p e r c e n t a g e  of change of the p o p u l a t i o n  of the State 

or the p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  b e t w e e n  the two fi s c a l  years and

(2) th e  p e r c e n t a g e  of ch an g e  of the c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  index for 

t h e  S t a t e  or the p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  b e t w e e n  the two fiscal years, as 

t h a t  i n d e x  is d e f i n e d  b y  law.

(c) For e a c h  o f  the n e x t  six f i s c a l  years, t h e  St a t e  or a p o l i t i -
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cal s u b d i v i s i o n  m a y  not collect t a x  r e v e n u e s  w h i c h  exceed the a mo u n t  

c o l l e ct e d  for the p r e c e d i n g  fiscal year plus a c h a n g e  to refl e c t b o t h

(1) the perc e n t a g e of change of the p o p u l a t i o n  of the State

or the p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i si o n  b e t w e e n  the two fiscal years and

(2) o ne - h a l f  the p e r c e n t a g e  of change of the c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  

i n d e x for the S tate or the p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  b e t w e e n  the two fiscal 

years, as that i ndex is defi n e d  by law.

(d) For each subs eq u e n t  fiscal year, the State or a p o l i t i c a l  

s u b d i v i s i o n  may  not collect tax r e v e n u e s  which e x c e e d  the amount 

c o l l e c t e d  for the p r e c e d i n g  fiscal year plus a c ha n g e  to refl e ct  b o t h

(1) the percen t a g e  of change of the p o p u l a t i o n  of the S tate

or the p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  b e t w e e n  the two fiscal years and

(2) the p e rc e n t a g e  of change of the c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  i nd e x  for 

the State or the political s u b d i v i s i o n  b e t w e e n  the two fiscal years, as 

that index is defi n e d  by law.

(e) T h e  l e g i s lature may by law p r o v i d e  that an e x c e p t i o n  to the

li m i t a t i on s  imposed by this s e c t i o n be pla c e d  on the ballot for a p p roval 

or r e j e c t i o n  by the voters at a general e l e ction. The p r o p o s i t i o n  

su b m i t t e d  to the voters shall s p e c i f y  the e s t i m a t e d  per capita cost of 

the p r o p o s e d  in c rease or decrease. A p p roval by the voters of a p r o p o s i­

tion s u b m i t t e d  u n d er  this s u b s e c t i o n  a u t h o r i z e s  the levy and c o l l e c t i o n  

of taxes at the i n c reased or d e c r e a s e d  rate, and the rate of levy

a p p r o v e d  b e c o m e s  the base for the c o m p u t a t i o n  of a l imitation for the

next fiscal yea r  in a c c o rd a n c e  w i t h  (b) thro u g h  (d) of this section.

(f) T h e go v e r n i n g  b o d y  of a p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  m a y  by o r d i n a n c e  

p r o v i d e  that an e x c e p t i o n  to the l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  by this s e c t i o n  be

p l a c e d  on the bal l ot  at a r e g u l a r  m u n i c i p a l  e l ection. The o r d i n a n c e  

s u b m i t t e d  to the voters shall s p e c i f y  the e s t i m a t e d  per c a p i t a  cost of 

the p r o p o s e d  i n crease or d e crease. A pp r o v a l  b y  the voters of an ordin-
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a nc e  s u b m i t t e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  a u t h o r i z e s  the lev y  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n  

of taxes at the i n c r e a s e d  or d e c r e a s e d  rate, a nd  the rate of levy

a p p r o v e d  b e c o m e s  the b a s e  for the c o m p u t a t i o n  of a l i m i t a t i o n  for the

next fiscal ye a r  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  (b) t h r o u g h  (d) of this s ec tion.

(g) T h e  pe o p le  m a y  by the i n i t i a t i v e  p r o p o s e  a n d  e n a c t  e x c e p t i o n s  

to the l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  by t his se c t i o n .  An e x c e p t i o n  p r o p o s e d  by 

i n i t i a t i v e  s h al l  include the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  to be p a r t  of a p r o­

po s e d  law or o r d i n a n c e  u n d e r (e) and (f) of this s e c tion.

(h) If t axes c o l l e c t e d  by  the S t a t e  or a p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  

d u r i n g  a fiscal year e x c e e d  the limits on tax c o l l e c t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 

this s e c t i o n  by more t han six per  cent, the total a m o u n t  of the e x c e s s  

sh a l l  be r e f u n d e d  on a pro r a t a  b as i s  to the a f f e c t e d  t a x p a y e r s .  If 

t axes c o l l e c t e d  by the S tate or a p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  d u r i n g  a fiscal 

yea r e x c e e d  the limits on tax c o l l e c t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in this s e c t i o n  by

six per cent or less, the e x c e s s  s hall not be r e f u n d e d  to the t a x p a ye r s ,

but the tax c o l l e c t i o n  l i m i t a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in this s e c t i o n  for the 

n e x t  fiscal y ear shall be d e c r e a s e d  by the a m o u n t  of the ex c e s s c o l l e c­

tions. Th i s  s u b s e c t i o n  shall be i m p l e m e n t e d  by law.

* Sec. 3. A r t i c l e  XI, sec. 7, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a,  is 

a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  7. R E S T R I C T I O N S .  T h e  i n i t i a t i v e  s hall no t  be u s e d  to 

d e d i c a t e  r e v e n u e s ,  m a k e  or r e p e a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  c r e a t e  c o u r t s ,  d e f i n e  

the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of co u r t s  or p r e s c r i b e  t h e i r  rules, or e n a c t  local or 

s p e c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n.  The r e f e r e n d u m  shall not be a p p l i e d  to d e d i c a t i o n s  

of r e v e n u e,  to a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  to local or s p e c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  or to 

laws n e c e s s a r y  for the i m m e d i a t e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the p u b l i c  peace, 

h e a l t h ,  or safety. T h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  of this s e c t i o n  do no t  a p p l y  to 

an initiative or a referendum concerning tax limits voted on by the 

people under Article IX, sec. 16 of this constitution.
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* S e c .  4. T h e  a m e n d m e n t  p r o p o s e d  b y  thi s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  p l a c e d  

b e f o r e  t h e  v o t e r s  of the s t a t e  at the n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  

w i t h  a r t .  X III, sec. 1, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of th e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  

laws o f  th e  s t a t e .
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