
I N  T H E  S E N A T E B Y  R O D E Y  A N D  K E R T T U L A  

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 28 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to a r a i l r o a d  link f r o m  

F a i r b a n k s  to the c o n t i g u o u s  4 8  st a t e s  

t h r o u g h  C a n a d a .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  p r e s e n t l y  p o s s e s s e s  no r a i l r o a d  link to the 

c o n t i g u o u s  48 st a t e s ;  an d

W H E R E A S  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  in 1914, b y  a u t h o r i z i n g  up to 1 , 0 0 0  m i l e s  

of c o n s t r u c t i o n  for th e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d ,  r e c o g n i z e d  the v alue of an a d e q u a t e  

r a i l  s y s t e m  to a s s u r e  that A l a s k a  w o u l d  r e a l i z e  the v a l u e  of its v a s t  r e n e w­

ab l e  a n d  n o n r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e s ;  an d

W H E R E A S  o n l y  5 4 4  m i l e s  of this r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d

an d

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  w i l l  h a v e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  a n d  c o m m i t t e d  b y  the en d  of fiscal 

y e a r  1979 $ 9 1 0 , 0 0 0  to e x a m i n e  the f e a s i b i l i t y  of an e x t e n s i o n  of the A l a s k a  

R a i l r o a d  a n d  d e l i n e a t e  a c o r r i d o r  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  t h r o u g h  D e l t a  to the 

C a n a d i a n  b o r d e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the C a n a d i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  f o r m a l l y  i n d i c a t e d  its i n t e r e s t  in 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a t r a n s - c o n t i n e n t a l  r a i l r o a d  link to the A l a s k a  borde r ;  

a n d

W H E R E A S  it is v i r t u a l l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  the e n o r m o u s  energ y ,  m i n e r a l ,  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  an d  t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s  of A l a s k a  w i l l  r e m a i n  u n a v a i l a b l e  to the 

rest of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  C a n a d a  w i t h o u t  a h i g h - v o l u m e ,  l o w - c o s t  t r a n s­

portation link;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the A l a s k a  c o n g r e s­

sional delegation is requested to include access a l o n g  the d e f i n e d  r a i l r o a d
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23.

c o r r i d o r  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  to the C a n a d i a n  b o r d e r  as one of A l a ska's m i n i m u m  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  in n e g o t i a t i o n s  on the A l a s k a  lands issue; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  a b i - n a t i o n a l  t ask force j o i n t l y  funded by the 

S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  the C a n a d i a n  go ve r n m e n t ,  and the U n i t e d  States g o v e r n m e n t  be 

e s t a b l i s h e d  to c o n d uc t  a f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  and c o s t - b e n e f i t  a na l y s i s  of a 

t r a n s - c o n t i n e n t a l  r a i l r o a d  link fro m  the c o n t i g u o u s  48 states through Ca n a d a 

to Alaska.

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  Cyrus Vance,

U. S. S e c r e t a r y  of State; the Ho n o r a b l e  B rock Adams, U. S. S e c r et a r y  of 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Ott o L ang, M i n i s t e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  F e de r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  of Canada; the H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m  Bennett, 

P r e m i e r  of the P r o v i n c e  of Brit i s h Col u mb i a ,  Canada; the H o n o r a b l e  Arthur 

P e a rson, C o m m i s s i o n e r  of the Y u k o n  T e r r i t o r y ,  Canada; the H o n o r a b l e  Cl a r e n c e  

J. Roth, D e p u t y  M i n i s t e r  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P l a n n i n g  and S e r v i c e for the 

P r o v i n c e  o f  A l b er t a ,  C a n a d a ;  Mr. W. L. Dorcy, G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r  of the Alaska 

R a i l r o a d ;  a n d  to the H o n o r a b l e  Ted S t e v e n s  and the H o n o r a b l e  Mike Gravel,

U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  and the H o n o r a b l e  Don Young, U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i ve ,  memb e r s  of 

the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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