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IN TH E S E N A T E

I n t r o d u c e d:  3 / 9 / 7 9
R e f e r re d :  Health, E d u c a t i o n

&  Soc i a l  S e r v i c e s

BY B E N N E T T  /

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 27 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

U r g i ng  C o n g r e s s  to r e t u r n  to the 

states the r i g h t  to r e g u l a t e  m i n e s  

w i t h  r e s p ec t  to s a f e t y  an d  h e a l t h  

s t a n d a r d s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t u r e  r e c o g n i z e s  the o n g o i n g  i m p o r t a n c e  of the m i n i n g  

i n d u s t r y  to the State of Alaska, as well as to the e n t i r e  nation? and

W H E R E A S  the e x i s t e n c e  of the small m i n e  o p erator, w h o  p lays an i m p o r t a n t  

part in the m i n i n g  i n d ustry, is e n d a n g e r e d  by the im p a c t  of the F e d e r a l  M i n e  

S a f e t y  and H e a l t h  Act of 1977 (P.L. 95-164); and

W H E R E A S  that Act defines a mine, in part, as a n y  a r e a  of land f r o m  w h i c h  

any m i n e r a l s  are e x t r a c t e d  in n o n l i q u i d  form, bot h  on th e  s u r f a c e  a n d  u n d e r­

ground, in c l u d i n g  the lands, e x ca v a t i o n s ,  and other p r o p e r t y  u s e d  in the w o r k  

of e x t r a c t i n g  those mine r a l s ,  w h i c h  d e f i n i t i o n  covers not onl y  the c o m m o n l y  

th o u g h t  of m i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  such as coal, silver, an d  m o l y b d e n u m  o p e r a t i o n s  

but al s o  includes a c t i v i t i e s  s uch as sand and gravel e x c a v a t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  that Act has ca u s ed  a further e r o s i o n  of b a s i c  stat e s ' r i g h t s  b y  

e x c l u d i n g  any p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by a state in the r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n  of 

m i n e s  w i t h  r e sp e c t  to safety a n d  h e a l t h  standards; a n d

W H E R E A S  there are d i s ti n c t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  a c r o s s  the 

n a t i o n  w h i c h  are b e s t  u n d e r s t o o d  and r e g u l a t e d  on a s t a t e  level r a t h e r  t h a n  

on  the n a t i o n a l  level thro u g h  n a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  is o f t e n  i n f l e x i b l e  

or i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  state n e e ds  a n d  c o n d itions; and

WHEREAS the right of a state to develop its o w n  regulatory program and 

to perform its own inspections of mines relating to safety and health
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s t a n d a r d s  s h o u l d  b e  p r e s e r v e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y  a c c i d e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  h a v e  s h o w n  s i g n i f i c a n t  

i m p r o v e m e n t  u n d e r  c o o p e r a t i v e  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  

a n d  l a b o r ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  th e  C o n g r e s s  of 

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to enact l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e t u r n  to  the s t a t e s  the 

r i g h t  to r e g u l a t e  m i n e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to m i n e  s a f e t y  a n d  h e a l t h  s t a n d a r d s .

C O P I E S  of t his r e s o l u t i o n  s hall b e  s e n t  to the H o n o r a b l e  J i m m y  Carte r ,  

P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  to the H o n o r a b l e  W a r r e n  G. M a g n u s o n ,

P r e s i d e n t  P r o  T e m p o r e  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Sena t e ;  to t h e H o n o r a b l e  T h o m a s  P. 

O ' N e i l l ,  J r . ,  the S p e a k e r  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  to 

the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  Stev e n s a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v el ,  U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  

Ithe H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a­

tio n  in C o n g r e s s ;  a n d  to t he  P r e s i d e n t  of th e  S e n a t e  a n d  S p e a k e r  o f  the H o u s e  

of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of eac h of the S t a t e s  of A r i z o n a ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  C o l o r a d o ,  

H a w a i i ,  I d a h o ,  K a n s a s ,  M o n t a n a ,  N e b r a s k a ,  N e v a d a ,  N e w  M e x i c o ,  N o r t h  D a k o t a , 

O k l a h o m a ,  O r e g o n ,  South D a k o t a ,  Te x as ,  U tah, W a s h i n g t o n ,  a n d  W y o m i n g .


