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R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

[N T H E  S E N A T E  C O L L E T T A ,  R A Y  A N D  S U M N E R

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 23 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  the S e c r e t a r y  of the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r­

ta t i o n  to r e v i s e  the s t a n d a r d  t ime 

zones in w h i c h  A l a s k a  is l o c a t e d .

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A :

W H E R E A S , a l o n e  a m o n g  the 50 states, A l a s k a  s p a n s  four time z o n e s ;  t h e r e  

is a t h r e e - h o u r  t i m e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t w e e n  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  Nome; a n d

W H E R E A S  the p r e s e n t  t w o - h o u r  time d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t w e e n  S o u t h e a s t e r n  

A l a s k a  a n d  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  the c o m m u n i t i e s  of the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  

a n d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  c r e a t e s  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  d i f f i c u l t y  in a c h i e v i n g  a n d  

m a i n t a i n i n g  s o u n d  c o m m e r c i a l ,  e f f i c i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  s a t i s f y i n g  p e r s o n a l  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the e l i m i n a t i o n  of this time d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t w e e n  the e x i s t i n g  

s t a t e  c a p i t a l  a n d  the c e n t e r s  o f  finance, t r a d e  a n d  c o m m e r c e  a n d  the f u t u r e  

s t a t e  c a p i t a l  in S o u t h c e n t r a l  a n d  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  w o u l d  r e s o l v e  o n e  of 

A l a s k a ' s  m o s t  c o m p e l l i n g  n e e d s :  the e l i m i n a t i o n  of a r t i f i c i a l  b a r r i e r s  that

i m p a i r  e f f o r t s  to i m p r o v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  thus w e l d i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  w i d e l y  

s c a t t e r e d  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  o f  this vast a n d  v a r i e d  s ta t e  a n d  b r i n g i n g  s t a t e  

g o v e r n m e n t  c l o s e r  to all the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  " w i t h  d u e  r e g a r d  to the c o n v e n i e n c e  of c o m m e r c e  a n d  the j u n c t i o n  

a n d  d i v i s i o n  of p o i n t s  of c o m m o n  c a r r i e r s  e n g a g e d  in i n t e r s t a t e  a n d  f o r e i g n  

c o m m e r c e , "  the t r a n s f e r  of S o u t h c e n t r a l  a n d  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  to t h e  P a c i f i c  

Standard T i m e  Z o n e  w o u l d  f o s t e r  " a d h e r e n c e  to a g r e a t e r  u n i f o r m i t y  of t i m e "  

within the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  p l ac e  m o s t  A l a s k a n s  o n  a n  i d e n t i c a l  t i m e  

schedule that would n o t  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  the t r a v e l e r ,  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in-
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dust r y ,  n o r  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  c o n n e c t i o n s  both in 

A l a s k a  a n d  the "l ow e r  48"; and

W H E R E A S  f e d e r a l  law (15 U.S.C. secs. 260-267; 49 U.S.C. sec. 1655(e)(5)) 

r e g u l a t e s  the time o n  w h i c h  all f e d e r a l  o f f i c e s  and c o m m o n  c a r r i e r s  e n g a ge d  

in i n t e r s t a t e  and f o r e i g n  c o m m e r c e  o p e r a t e  a n d  grants to the U. S. Sec r e t a ry  

of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  the a u t h o r i t y  to r e d e f i n e  the b o u n d a r i e s  of time zones that 

s e r v e  t h e  e n t i r e  U n i t e d  States.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  th a t  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  the S e c r e t a r y  of the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to r e d e f i n e  the b o u n d a r i e s  of the 

tim e  z o n es  in w h i c h  A l a s k a  is l o c a t e d  by s h i f t i n g  those p o r t i o n s  of it 

l o c a t e d  in the A l a s k a  S t a n d a r d  Ti m e  Zone an d  the Y u k o n  S t a n d a r d  Tim e  Zone 

in t o  the P a c i f i c  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Zone at the e a r l i e s t  date p o ssible.

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  B rock Adams, 

S e c r e t a r y ,  U. S. D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  and to the H o n o r a b l e  Ted 

S t e v e n s  a n d the H o n o r a b l e  Mike Gravel, U. S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  Don 

Yo u n g ,  U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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