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Introduced: 2/13/79
Referred: Health, E d u c a t i o n

&  So ci a l  Services

[N T H E  S E N A T E  BY H A C K N E Y

SENATE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 22 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IR S T  SESSION

A p p l a u d i n g  the A l a s k a  h o s p i t a l s  

v o l u n t a r y  cost c o n t a i n me n t  e f f o r t s  

and r e q u e s t i n g  a p r o g r e s s  report to 

the l e g i s l a t u r e . "

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  e v e r y  A m e r i c a n  is e n t i t l e d  to q u a l i t y  h o s p i t a l care at a cost he 

or she c a n  affo r d ; a n d

W H E R E A S  the cost of h o s p i t a l  c are in A m e r i c a  is s p i r a l i n g  up at a more 

r a p i d  p a c e  t h a n  m a n y  o ther items i n  the c o n sumer budget, p l a c i n g  such care 

out of the p r i c e  range of m a n y  A m e r i c a n s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the h i g h  costs of h o s p i t a l  care are paid by all of us in the

f o r m  of h i g h e r  taxes, hi gh e r  h e a l t h  i n s urance premiums, and i n c r e a s e d  out- 

o f - p o c k e t  e x p e n d i t u r e s  b y  consu m e r s ;  and

W H E R E A S  thi s h i g h  cost p a t t e r n  has b e e n  the subject of much d e b a t e  on 

the federal level, and the p o t e n t i a l  of f e d e ra l  m a n d a t o r y  cost co n t a i nm e n t 

contr o l s  for all 50 states a p p e a r s  imminent if this p a t t e r n  continues; and 

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a ' s  h o s p i t a l s  w o u l d  be subj e c t  to such federal cost c o n­

tainm e n t  plans that do not al w a ys  addr e ss  the unique p r o b l em s  and needs of 

Alaska; and

W H E R E A S  m a n y  of A l a s k a' s  h os p i t a l s ,  throu g h  the efforts of the A l a s k a  

Hospital A s s o c i a t i o n ,  h a v e  j o i n e d  w i t h  other state h o s p i t a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in a 

voluntary effort to m o d e r a t e  the r ate of increase in h e a l t h  care e x p e n d i t u r e s

without reducing the q u a l i t y  a nd  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of h e a l t h  care; and

WHEREAS 87 per cent of Alaska's hospitals have demonstrated substantial 

support and commitment to this voluntary effort, and this participation rate
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Ls far a b o v e  the r a t e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  m a n y  o t h e r  stat e s ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  th e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  a p p l a u d s  

the v o l u n t a r y  cost c o n t a i n m e n t  e f f o r t s  of the A l a s k a  H o s p i t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  to 

m o d e r a t e  the r i s i n g  cos t  of A l a s k a ' s  h o s p i t a l  care, thus e l i m i n a t i n g  the n e e d  

for f u t u r e  f e d e r a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  w h i c h  m a y  not be i n  the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of 

A l a s k a ' s  c i t iz e n s  a n d  h o s p i t a l s ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t ha t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  b e l i e v e s  the c o n­

ti n u e d  e x c h a n g e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  the A l a s k a  H o s p i t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  V o l u n t a r y  

E f f o r t  C o m m i t t e e  is e s s e n t i a l  to th e l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of this 

issue, a n d  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  the c o m m i t t e e  to r e p o r t  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  

no later t h a n  J a n u a r y  15, 1 9 8 0  r e g a r d i n g  its p r o g r e s s  towa r d,  a n d  p r o b l e m s  

in, m e e t i n g  cost c o n t a i n m e n t  goals.

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be s ent to the A l a s k a  H o s p i t a l  A s s o c i a­

t i o n  V o l u n t a r y  E f f o r t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  the N a t i o n a l  H o s p i t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  V o l u n ­

tar y  E f f o r t  C o m m i t t e e .
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