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[N T H E  S E N A T E

I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 7 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

BY Z I E G L E R  BY R E Q U E S T  

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 17 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

O b j e c t i n g  to th e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the 

M u t u a l  D e f e n s e  T r e a t y  w i t h  the 

R e p u b l i c  of Ch i na .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  th e  p e o p l e  o f  the R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  h a v e  b u i l t  a s u c c e s s f u l ,  

p r o s p e r o u s ,  f r e e  e c o n o m y  out of the a s h e s  of a h a l f  c e n t u r y  of r e v o l u t i o n ,  

i n v a s i o n  an d  c i v i l  w a r  a n d  n o w  s e r v e  as an i m p o r t a n t  t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r  o f  the 

A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  th e  p e o p l e  o f  the R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  h a v e  b e e n  a m o n g  th e  m o s t  

t r u s t e d  f r i e n d s  a n d  a l l i e s  of the p e o p l e  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s i n c e  t h e  

f o u n d i n g  of the C h i n e s e  R e p u b l i c  in 1912; a n d

W H E R E A S  th e  R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  is of s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  in the d e f e n s e  

o f  East A si a  a n d  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  h a s  a l w a y s  u t i l i z e d  its m i l i t a r y  p o w e r  in the 

i n t e r e s t s  of the f r e e  w o r l d  a n d  has, s i n c e  1954, b e e n  a p a r t y  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  to a M u t u a l  D e f e n s e  T r e a t y ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  as r e c e n t l y  as S e p t e m b e r ,  1978, t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s ,  

w i t h o u t  a d i s s e n t i n g  v o t e ,  e n d o r s e d  s e c t i o n  26 of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  

A s s i s t a n c e  A c t  o f  1 978, i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a s t a t e m e n t  of the s e n s e  of t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  t h e r e  be c o n s u l t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C o n g r e s s  

o n  p r o p o s e d  p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  a f f e c t i n g  the r i g h t s ,  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  a n d  r e l a t i o n­

sh i p s  of t he  p a r t i e s  to the M u t u a l  D e f e n s e  T r e a t y  o f  1954; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  in D e c e m b e r ,  1978, the P r e s i d e n t ,  w i t h o u t  p r i o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  

w i t h  C o n g r e s s ,  a n n o u n c e d  t e r m i n a t i o n  of the M u t u a l  D e f e n s e  T r e a t y  o f  1 9 5 4  

w i t h  the R e p u b l i c  o f  C h i n a  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e c o g­

n i t i o n  of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  o f  Ch i n a ,  e f f e c t i v e  J a n a u r y  1, 1979; a n d
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W H E R E A S  u n i l a t e r a l  e x e c u t i v e  r e n u n c i a t i o n  of the p r o v i s i o n s  of the 

lutual D e f e n s e  T r e a t y  c o n s t i t u t e s  a c h a l l e n g e  b y  the f e d e r a l  e x e c u t i v e  to the 

rights and p r e r o g a t i v e s  of the C o n g r e s s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n d e r  the 

C o n s t i t u t i on  a n d  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  A s s i s t a n c e  Act;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

Congress e x p l o r e  all o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to w a rd  m a i n t a i n i n g  in full f o r c e  and 

jffect e x i s t i n g  t r e a t i e s  a n d  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  the 

Republic of C hi n a ,  and that e v e r y  ef f o r t  be m a d e  b y  C o n g r e s s  to e n c o u r a g e  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  e c o n o m i c  and t r ad e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  the two nations; 

ind be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c o n t i n u e  to r e c o g n i z e  the 

Repub l i c  of C h i n a  by e x t e n d i n g  d i p l o m a t i c  an d  c o m m e r c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  u s u a l l y  

a c c o r d e d  o t h e r  i n d e p e n d e n t  n a t i o n s ;  and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that th e  U n i t e d  St a t es  g o v e r n m e n t  use^ its b est e f f o r t s  

to a s s u r e  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  the R e p u b l i c  of C h i na  a n d  the P e o p l e ' s  

R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  o c cu r  w i t h o u t  th r ea t  of f orce or a g g r e s s i o n  a n d  that the 

f u t u r e  of the p e o p l e  of the R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  on T a i w a n  is p e a c e f u l  and 

p r o s p e r o u s ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t  C o n g r e s s  c o n d u c t  a t h o r o u g h  i n q u i r y  of the p r e c i p i  

tous a c t i o n  t a k e n  by the  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  in u n i l a t e r a l l y  

t e r m i n a t i n g  o b l i g a t i o n s  w i t h  the R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a  u n d e r  the 1 9 5 4  M u t u a l  

D e f e n s e  T r e a t y  to a s s u r e  tha t  s i m i l a r  acts of the f e d e r a l  e x e c u t i v e  in c o n t r a  

v e n t i o n  of t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of C o n g r e s s  an d the r i g h t s  of the A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  

u n d e r  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  do n o t o c c u r  in the future.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable W a r r e n  G. 

Magnuson, President Pro Tempore of the U. S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas P. 

O'Neill, Jr., Speaker of the U. S. House of Representatives; the Honorable 

Frank Church, Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee; and to the 

Honorable T e d  Stevens and the Honorable Mike Gravel, U. S. Senators, and the
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