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BY T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E  

C S  F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 5 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to f e d e r a l  p o l i c y  c o n c e r n i n g  

l a n d  i n  A l a s k a .

)E I T  R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of a w i s e  n a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e  use p o l i c y  r e q u i r e s  

Chat p u b l i c  la n d  b e  u t i l i z e d  o n  a n  e n l i g h t e n e d  m u l t i p l e - u s e  b a s i s ,  a c c o m m o­

d a t i n g  a l l  r e a s o n a b l e  u s e s  for w h i c h  t h e  l a n d  is s u i t e d ;  and

W H E R E A S  t h e  C o n g r e s s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  

t h i s  c o n c e p t  as th e  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  th e  F e d e r a l  L a n d  

P o l i c y  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  A c t  of 1976 w h i c h  s t a t e s  i n  sec. 1 0 2 ( a ) ( 7 )  (43 U . S . C .  

1 7 0 1 ( a ) ( 7 ) )  t h a t

" T h e  C o n g r e s s  d e c l a r e s  that it is the p o l i c y  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

t h a t  . . .

(7) g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  l a w  as g u i d e l i n e s  for 

p u b l i c  l a n d  us e  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  m a n a g e m e n t  b e  o n  the b a s i s  of m u l t i ­

pl e  u s e  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  s p e c i f i e d  b y  l a w ; "  

b u t  (b) of t h a t  s e c t i o n  states:

"(b) T h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  o n l y  as 

s p e c i f i c  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e i r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  is e n a c t e d  b y  this 

A c t  or b y  s u b s e q u e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  s h a l l  t h e n  be c o n s t r u e d  as s u p p l e­

m e n t a l  to  a n d  n o t  i n  d e r o g a t i o n  o f  the p u r p o s e s  for w h i c h  p u b l i c  lands 

a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  u n d e r  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  la w . " ;  

a n d

W H E R E A S  b y  a s e r i e s  of p r o c l a m a t i o n s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

h a s  p u r p o r t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  n a t i o n a l  m o n u m e n t s  e n c o m p a s s i n g  o v e r  5 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

a c r e s  o f  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  c i t i n g  as a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n
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1 the Act for the P re se rva tio n  of American A n tiq u itie s  adopted June 8 , 1906 (16

2 I U . S . C .  4 3 1 ) i a n d

3 II W H E R E A S  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  the A n t i q u i t i e s  Act is s e v e r e l y  li m ited,

II a l l o w i n g  th e  p r e s i d e n t  only:

5 || "to d e clare  by p u b lic  proclam ation h is t o r ic  landmarks, h is t o r ic  and

6 II p re h is to r ic  s tru c tu re s , and other objects of h is t o r ic  or s c ie n t i f ic

7 II i n t e r e s t  that are s i t u a t e d  u p o n  the lands o w n e d  or c o n t r o l l e d  b y  the

8 || Government of the United S tates to be natio nal monuments, and may re -

9 || serve as a part thereof p a rce ls of land, the lim its  of which in  a l l

10 || cases s h a l l  be c o n f i n e d  to the s m a l l e s t  are a  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  the p r o p e r

11 II care and management of the o b jects to be protected . . . . " j

12 II and

13

14

17

18

WHEREAS each of the proclam ations contain a solemn d e cla ra tio n  by the 

President of the United States that the area reserved " is  the sm allest area  

15 1| compatible w ith the proper care and management of the objects to be pro- 

i6||te cte d ", y e t :

( 1 ) the to ta l area taken by the proclam ations exceeds the to ta l 

area of New England, w ith New Je rs e y , Delaware and Maryland added fo r good 

191| measure;

201 (2 ) the to ta l area taken by the proclamations exceeds the to ta l

area of A u s tr ia , East Germany and Belgium combined;

(3) the to ta l area taken by the 14 proclam ations exceeds the to ta l  

area of the 20 la rg e st-in -p o p u la tio n  standard m etropolitan s t a t i s t ic a l  areas 

in which over one-fourth of the to ta l population of the United S tates work 

and l i v e ,  w ith in  excess of 20,000 square m iles le f t  over to provide the 

n atio n al monuments near the concentrated population areas which are so so re ly  

neededi and

WHEREAS no one, including a President of the United States angered by 

failure of the passage of a major bill he supported, could consider such
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lutrageous r e s e r v a t i o n s  a r e a s o n a b l e  e x e r c i s e  of p r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s c r e t i o n  to 

e s e r v e  "the s m a l l e s t  a r e a  c o m p a t i b l e  w ith the proper care and m a n a g e m e n t  of 

:he o b j e c t s  to be p r o t e c t e d "  if the ta r ge t  of the t a k i n g  w a s  o t h e r  t h a n  

ilaska; and

W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  Act, w h i c h  is a c o m p a c t  b e t w e e n  the p e o p l e  

>f A l a s k a  a n d  the U n i t e d  States, p r o vi d e s :

". . .the S t a te  of A l a s k a  is h e r e b y  d e c l a r e d to be a S t a t e of the U n i t e d  

St a t e s  of A m e ri c a ,  is d e c l a r e d  a d m i t t e d  into the U n i o n  o n  a n  e q u a l  

f o o t i n g  w i t h  the o ther Sta t e s  in all r e s pects w h a t e v e r  . . .

jnd

W H E R E A S  the S t a t e h o o d  Act p r o v i d e d  that s u b s t a n t i a l  land c o u l d  be 

s e l e c t e d  by the S t a t e of A l a s k a  a n d  w o u l d  be gran t e d  to the s t a t e  u p o n  

selec t io n ,  a nd  the r e a s o n s  for the s e l e c t i o n  and gran t s ,  as s t a t e d  in the 

re p or t  of th e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n t e r i o r  an d Insular A f f a i r s  a c c o m p a n y i n g  the 

Dill, i n c l u d i n g  the f i n d i n g  that:

" I n  A l a s k a  ver y  little land ha s  passed out of F e d e r a l  title a n d  there 

seems to be little chance of a n y  ma r k e d  change i n  this s i t u a t i o n  u n d e r  

e x i s t i n g  F e d e r a l  p o l i c i e s "  

l e a d i n g  to the c o n c l u s i o n  that the land must be c o n v e y e d  to the s t a t e  since, 

as s t a t e d  i n  the report,

"If A l a s k a  is to bec o m e  a State, it must be a f ull and e q u al  State, an d  

not a puppet of the Federal G o v e r n m e n t " ;

and

W H E R E A S ,  in fact, on l y  a n  i n s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o p o r t i o n  of the l a n d  to w h i c h  

the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  is e n t i t l e d  u n d e r  the S t a t e h o o d  A c t  has a c t u a l l y  b e e n  

g r a n t e d  to the s t a t e  d e s p i t e  the p a s s a g e  of al m o s t 20 years; a n d

WHEREAS the stated intention for the creation of the national monuments, 

the withdrawals under the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, and 

other withdrawals, reservations and reclassifications which occur when the
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E x e c u t i v e  B r a n c h  of the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  f i n d s  a n o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  l o o p h o l e ,  

h a s  b e e n  c a n d i d l y  s t a t e d  to b e  the f r u s t r a t i o n  of t h e  r i g h t  o f  l a n d  s e l e c t i o n  

g r a n t e d  to the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  i n  t r u t h  a n d  law  A l a s k a  is a S t a t e  of th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  " o n  a n  

e q u a l  f o o t i n g  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  S t a t e s  i n  all r e s p e c t s  w h a t e v e r "  a n d  is not a 

c o l o n y  or "a p u p p e t  of the F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t "  as s o m e  w o u l d  h a v e  it be;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that it r e q u e s t s  t h e  

C o n g r e s s  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to act p r o m p t l y  an d  d e c i s i v e l y  to r e v o k e  the 

e f f e c t  of the s e r i e s  of p r o c l a m a t i o n s  i s s u e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o n  D e c e m b e r  1, 

1 9 7 8  p u r p o r t e d l y  c r e a t i n g  n e w  n a t i o n a l  m o n u m e n t s  i n  A l a s k a  u n d e r  the 

A n t i q u i t i e s  A c t  a n d  r e s o l v e  the  d-2 i s s u e s ,  t h e r e b y  d o i n g  j u s t i c e  to the 

p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  a n d  of the w h o l e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  r e a f f i r m i n g  the core 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h a t  all s t a t e s  a r e  o n  a n  e q u a l  

f o o t i n g ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  i n  r e s o l v i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  l a n d  i s s u e  C o n g r e s s  p r o ­

vide i m m e d i a t e  t r a n s f e r  to t h e  s t a t e  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  70 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  w h i c h  

h a v e  b e e n  w i t h h e l d  p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  of this c o n t r o v e r s y ;  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  

p r o v i d e  r a t i o n a l  m e a n s  of a c c e s s  to s t a t e  and p r i v a t e  la n d  a c r o s s  f e d e r a l  

e n c l a v e s ;  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  a d j u s t  the b o u n d a r i e s  of f e d e r a l  r e s e r v e s  to e x c l u d e  

a reas of h i g h l y  v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  i n  o r d e r  to e n a b l e  f u t u r e  s t a t e  or p r i v a t e  

d e v e l o p m e n t ;  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  p r o v i d e  for c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t r a d i t i o n a l  A l a s k a n  

use o n  f e d e r a l  e n c l a v e s ;  a n d  that C o n g r e s s  p r o v i d e  for c o n t i n u e d  s t a t e  

m a n a g e m e n t  of f i s h  a n d  g a m e  r e s o u r c e s .

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  to the H o n o r a b l e  H e n r y  M. 

Jackson, C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  E n e r g y  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ;  the 

Honorable Morris K. Uda l l ,  C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  I n t e r i o r  a n d  I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s

Committee; to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike Gravel, U. S.
0

Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U. S. Representative, members of the 

Alaska delegation in Congress; and to all other members of the United States
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