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BY Z I E G L E RIN T H E  S E N A T E

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 5

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TA T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to f e d e r a l  p o l i c y  c o n c e r n i n g  

l a n d  i n  A l a s k a .

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

W H E R E A S  the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a w i s e  n a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e  u s e  p o l i c y  r e q u i r e s  

t h a t  p u b l i c  land be  u t i l i z e d  o n  a n  e n l i g h t e n e d  m u l t i p l e - u s e  b a s i s ,  a c c o m m o­

d a t i n g  al l  r e a s o n a b l e  use s  for w h i c h  the l a n d  is s u i t e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the  C o n g r e s s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  

t h i s  c o n c e p t  as th e  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  the F e d e r a l  L a n d  

P o l i c y  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  A c t  of 197 6  w h i c h  s t a t e s  in sec. 1 0 2 ( a ) ( 7 )  (A3 U. S . C . 

1 7 0 1 ( a ) ( 7 ) )  that

T h e  C o n g r e s s  d e c l a r e s  that it is th e  p o l i c y  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s

(7) g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  be e s t a b l i s h e d  by law as g u i d e l i n e s  for 

p u b l i c  land use p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  t hat m a n a g e m e n t  be o n  t h e  b a s i s  of m u l t i ­

ple  use an d  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  s p e c i f i e d  b y  law;"

(b) o f  t ha t  s e c t i o n  s t a t e s :

"(b) T h e  p o l i c i e s  of this A c t  s h al l  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  o n l y  as 

s p e c i f i c  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  for t h e i r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  is e n a c t e d  b y  this 

A c t  o r  b y  s u b s e q u e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  shall t h e n  be c o n s t r u e d  as s u p p l e­

me n t a l  to a n d  not i n  d e r o g a t i o n  of t h e  p u r p o s e s  for w h i c h  p u b l i c  l ands 

a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  u n d e r  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  of law.";

W H E R E A S  b y  a s e r i e s  of p r o c l a m a t i o n s  the P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

has p u r p o r t e d  to e s t a b l i s h  n a t i o n a l  m o n u m e n t s  e n c o m p a s s i n g  o v e r  5 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

acres o f  l a n d  w i t h i n  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  c i t i n g  a s  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  this a c t i o n
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t h e  A c t  for the P r e s e r v a t i o n  of A m e r i c a n  A n t i q u i t i e s  a d o p t e d  J u n e  8, 1 9 0 6  (16 

U . S . C .  431) i a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  the A n t i q u i t i e s  Act is s e v e r e l y  limited, 

a l l o w i n g  the p r e s i d e n t  only:

" t o  d e c l a r e  b y  p u b l i c  p r o c l a m a t i o n  h i s t o r i c  landmarks, h i s t o r i c  and 

p r e h i s t o r i c  struct u re s ,  a n d  o t h e r  objects of h i s t o r i c  or s c i e n t i f i c  

i n t e r e s t  that are s i t u a t e d  u p o n  the lands o wned or c o n t r o l l e d  by the 

G o v e r n m e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to be n a tional m o n u m e n t s ,  and may  r e ­

s e r v e  as a part t h e r e o f  p a r c e l s  of land, the limits of w h i c h  in all 

c ases s h a l l  be c o n f i n e d  to the sm a l l e s t  are a  c o m p a t i b l e  wit h  the p r o p e r  

c a r e  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  of the o b j e c t s  to be p r o t e c t e d  . . . . 

a n d

W H E R E A S  e a c h  of the p r o c l a m a t i o n s  c o n t a i n  a s o l e m n  d e c l a r a t i o n  by the 

P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  St a te s  that the area r e s e r v e d  "is the s m a l l e s t  a r e a  

c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  the p r o p e r  cate a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  of the o b j e c t s  to be p r o­

t e c t e d " ,  yet:

(1) the total a r e a  t a k e n  by the p r o c l a m a t i o n s  e x c e e d s  the total 

a r e a  of N e w  England, wit h  N e w  Jersey, D e l a w a r e  and  M a r y l a n d  a d de d  for g o o d  

m e a s u r e ;

(2) the total a r e a  t a k e n  by the p r o c l a m a t i o n s  e x c e e ds  the total 

a r e a  of A u s t r i a ,  East G e r m a n y  a n d  B e l g i u m  coinbinedf

(3) the total a r e a  t a k e n  by the 14 p r o c l a m a t i o n s  e xcee d s  the total 

a r e a  o f  the 20 l a r g e s t - i n - p o p u l a t i o n  s t a n d a r d  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t i s t i c a l  a r e a s  

i n  w h i c h  o v e r  o n e - f o u r t h  of the total p o p u l a t i o n  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w o r k  

a n d  live, w i t h  in ex c e s s  of 2 0 , 0 0 0  sq u a r e  m i l e s  left ove r  to p r o v i d e  the 

n a t i o n a l  m o n u m e n t s  near the c o n c e n t r a t e d  p o p u l a t i o n  areas w h i c h  are so s o r e l y  

n e eded i a n d

W H E R E A S  n o  one, i n c l u d i n g  a P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n g e r e d  b y  

failure of the passage of a m a j o r  bill h e  suppor t e d ,  c ou l d  co n s i d e r  s u c h
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(Utrageous r e s e r v a t i o n s  a r e a s o n a b l e  e x e r c i s e  of p r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s c r e t i o n  to 

:eserve "the s m a l l e s t  a r e a  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  the p r o p e r  care an d  m a n a g e m e n t  of 

:he o b j ec t s  to be p r o t e c t e d "  if the t ar g e t  of the ta k i n g  was o t h e r  t h a n  

Alaska; and

W H E R E A S  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  Act, w h i c h  is a compact b e t w e e n  the people 

>f A l a s k a  a n d  th e  U n i t e d  States, p r ovides:

". . .the S ta t e  of A l a s k a  is h e r e b y  d e c l a r e d  to be a S t a t e  of the Un i t e d 

States of America, is d e c l a r e d  a d m i t t e d  into the U n i o n  o n  a n  e qual  

f o o t i n g  w i t h  the o t h e r  St a t e s  in all r es p e c t s  w h a t e v e r  . . .

ind

W H E R E A S  t h e  S t a t e h o o d  Act p r o v i d e d  that s u b s t a n t i a l  land c o u l d  be 

s e l e ct e d  by t he  State of A l a s k a  and w o u l d  be g r a n t e d  to the s t a t e  u p o n  

selection, a n d  the r e a s o n s  for the s e l e c t i o n  an d  grants, as s t a t e d  in the 

report of the C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n t e r i o r  a n d  Insu l ar  A f f a i r s  a c c o m p a n y i n g  the 

bill, i n c l u d i n g  the f i n d i n g  that:

" I n  A l a s k a  very l i t t l e  land has p a s s e d  out of F e d e r a l  title and there 

seems to be little chance of a n y  m a r k e d  ch a n g e  in this s i t u a t i o n  under 

e x i s t i n g  Federal p o l i c i e s "  

l e a d i n g  to the c o n c l u s i o n  that the land must be c o n v e y e d  to the s t a t e  since, 

as s t a t e d  i n  the report,

"If A l a s k a  is to b e c o m e  a State, it must be a full and equal State, and 

not a p u p p e t  of the F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t " !

and

W H E R EA S ,  i n  fact, o n l y  a n  i n s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o p o r t i o n  of the land to w h i c h 

the S tate o f  A l a s k a  is e n t i t l e d  u n d e r  the S t a t e h o o d  Act has a c t u a l l y  b e e n  

granted to the  state d e s p i t e  the p a s s a g e  of a l m o s t  2 0  yearsj and

WHEREAS the stated intention for the creation of the national monuments, 

the withdrawals under the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, and 

other withdrawals, reservations and reclassifications which occur when the
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a.

E x e c u t i v e  B r a n c h  of the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  f inds a n o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  l o o p h o l e ,  

aas b e e n  c a n d i d l y  s t a t e d  t o  b e  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  of the r i g ht  o f  l a n d  s e l e c t i o n  

g r a n t e d  to the S t a t e  of A l a s k a ;  and

W H E R E A S  i n  t r u t h  a n d  l a w  A l a s k a  is a S t a t e  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  " o n  a n  

e q u a l  f o o t i n g  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  S t a t e s  in all r e s p e c t s  w h a t e v e r "  a n d  is not a 

c o l o n y  o r  "a p u p p e t  o f  the  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t "  as s o m e  w o u l d  h a v e  it be;

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t ha t  it r e q u e s t s  th e 

C o n g r e s s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to act p r o m p t l y  a n d  d e c i s i v e l y  to o v e r t u r n  

t h e s e  u n j u s t  a c t i o n s ,  t h e r e b y  d o i n g  j u s t i c e  to the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  a n d  of 

t h e  w h o l e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  r e a f f i r m i n g  the core c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e  of 

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h a t  al l  s t a t e s  are o n  a n  e q u a l  f o o t in g .

C O P I E S  o f  t his r e s o l u t i o n  shall be s e n t  to the H o n o r a b l e  H e n r y  M. 

J a c k s o n ,  C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  E n e r g y  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ;  the 

H o n o r a b l e  M o r r i s  K. U d a l l ,  C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  I n t e r i o r  a n d  I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s  

C o m m i t t e e ;  a n d  to th e  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v e l ,

U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o un g ,  U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of 

t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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