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Introduced: 1/15/79
Referred: Judiciary

IN T H E  SENA T E BY B R A D L E Y

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 4 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the C o n s t i t u­

tion of the State of A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  

to t h e  a t t o r n e y  general.

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 23, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is 

a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  23. R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N .  (a) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (b) of 

this se c t i o n ,  the [THE] g o v e r n o r  m a y  m a k e  c h a n g e s  in the o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

the e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  or in t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  of f u n c t i o n s  a m o n g  its u n i t s  

w h i c h  he c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  for e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  W h e r e  t h e s e  

chan g e s  r e q u i r e  the force of law, they s hall be set f or t h  in e x e c u t i v e  

orders. The l e g i s l a t u r e  shall h a v e  s i x t y  days of a r e g u l a r  session, or 

a full s e s s i o n  if of shorter d u r a t i o n ,  to d i s a p p r o v e  t h e s e  e x e c u t i v e  

orders. Un l e s s  d i s a p p r o v e d  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  c o n c u r r e d  in b y  a m a j o r i t y  of 

the m e m b e r s  in j o i n t  session, t hese o r d e r s  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  at a dat e  

t h e r e a f t e r  to be d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r .

(b) Th e  g o v e r n o r  shall m a k e  no c h a n g e  in the o r g a n i z a t i o n  or f u n c­

tion of any  u n i t  of the e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  w h i c h  is h e a d e d  b y  the a t t o r n e y

general.

* Sec. 2. Article III, sec. 24, Constitution of the State of Alaska is 

amended to read:

SECTION 24. SUPERVISION. Except for any unit of the executive 

branch which is headed by the attorney general, each [EACH] principal 

department shall be under the supervision of the governor.

Sec. 3. Article III, sec. 25, Constitution of the State of Alaska is
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a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  25. D E P A R T M E N T  HE AD S .  The h e a d  of e a c h  pri n c i p a l  d e p a r t­

me n t  shall be a s i n g l e  e x e c u t i v e  unless o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by law. He 

sh a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  b y  the go v e r n o r ,  subj e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by a m a j o r­

ity of the m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  in j oint s e s s i o n ,  and shall serve 

at the p l e a s u r e  of the g o v e r n o r ,  except as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in this 

a r t i c l e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the l i e ut e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  a n d  the a t t o r n e y  gene r a l 

[ S E C R E T A R Y  O F  STATE]. Th e  h e a d s  of all p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n ts  s h a l l  be 

c i t i z e n s  of the U n i t e d  States.

* Sec. 4. Ar t i c l e  III, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S tate o f  A la s k a  is a m e n d e d  by 

a d d i n g  n e w  s e c tions to read:

S E C T I O N  28. A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L :  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  T here s h a l l  be an

a t t o r n e y  general. He s hall be a c i t i z en  of the U n i t e d  States a n d  of the 

State, a nd  p o s s e s s  any a d d i t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  law.

S E C T I O N  29. E LE CTION. T h e  a t to r n e y  g e n e r a l  shall be c h o s e n  by the 

q u a l i f i e d  vo t e r s  of the S t at e  at a gene r a l  e l e c t i o n .  The c a n d i d a t e  

r e c e i v i n g  the g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of votes shall be a t t o r n e y  general. The 

f irst e l e c t i o n  of an a t t o r n e y  gene r a l  shall be at the general e l e c t i o n  

in 1982.

S E C T I O N  30. T E R M  O F  O F F I C E .  The ter m  of o f f i c e  of the a t t o r n e y  

ge n e r a l  is six years, b e g i n n i n g  at n o o n  on the first M o n d a y  in D e c em b e r  

f o l l o w i n g  his e l e c t i o n  and e n d i n g  at n o o n  on the first M o n d a y  in 

D e c e m b e r  si x  y e a r s  later.

S E C T I O N  31. L I M I T  ON T E NU R E .  No p e r s o n  w h o  has b e e n  e l e c t e d  

a t t o r n e y  gene r a l  for two full s u c c e s s i v e  terms s h a l l  be a gain e l i g i b l e  

to h o l d  that o f f i c e  u n t i l on e  full t e r m  has in t e r v e n ed .

S E C T I O N  32. V AC A N C Y .  I n  case of a v a c a n c y  in the of f i c e  of a t t o r­

n e y  g e n e r a l  for a n y  reason, a s u c c e s s o r  shall b e  e l e c t e d  for the r e m a i n­

der of the u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  at t h e  first g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  not
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less than  90 days a f t e r  the o f f i c e  b e c o m e s  v a c a n t .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  m a y  

a p p o i n t  a q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n  to f il l  the o f f i c e  b e t w e e n  the date it b e ­

comes v a c a n t  and  the d a t e  it is f i l l e d  b y  e l e c t i o n .

S E C T I O N  33. C O M P E N S A T I O N .  Th e c o m p e n s a t i o n  of th e  a t t o r n e y  

g e n e r a l  s h a l l  be p r e s c r i b e d  b y  la w  a n d  s hall n o t  be d i m i n i s h e d  d u r i n g  

his t e r m  of office, u n l e s s  b y  g e n e r a l  l a w  a p p l y i n g  t o  all s a l a r i e d  

o f f i c e r s  o f  the State.

S E C T I O N  34. D U T I E S .  T h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  s h a l l  be the legal 

a d v i s e r  of the s t a t e  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  s h a l l  p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d u t i e s  p r e s c r i b e d  

b y  law.

* Sec. 5. T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by  thi s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be p l a c e d  b e ­

for e  the v o t e r s  of the s t a t e  at the n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  in c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  

art. XIII, sec. 1, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  a n d  the e l e c t i o n  laws 

of the state.
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