
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 59 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by the d e a f  

in A l a s k a  g o v e r n m e n t .

IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S KA :

W H E R E A S  t h e r e  are at least 2 0 0  A l a s k a n s  w h o  a r e  d e a f  a n d  are, as a 

suit, e f f e c t i v e l y  d e n i e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the g o v e r n m e n t  p r o c e s s  a v a i l a b l e  

t h o s e w i t h  n o r m a l  h e a r l n g i  a n d

W H E R E A S  f e d e r a l  l a w  p r o v i d e s  tha t  "N o  q u a l i f i e d  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n  

s h a l l ,  on the b a s i s  of h a n d i c a p ,  be e x c l u d e d  f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in, be d e n i e d  

t h e  b e n e f i t s  of, or o t h e r w i s e  be s u b j e c t e d  to d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  any p r o ­

g r a m  or a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  r e c e i v e s  or b e n e f i t s  f r o m  f e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s­

ta n c e " :  and

W H E R E A S  f o r m e r  S e c r e t a r y  of H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  W e l f a r e  C a l i f a n o  

a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  in A p r i l  1 9 7 7  w h e n  h e  s t a t e d  that: "We m u s t  r e c o g­

n i z e  that p o s i t i v e  s t e p s  will, in s o m e  i n s t a n c e s ,  be r e q u i r e d  so that h a n d i ­

c a p p e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  are a b l e  to learn, to w o r k  a n d  c o m p e t e  o n  a f air and e q u a l  

b a s i s .  A d m i t t i n g  a d e a f  c h i l d  to a c l a s s ,  for e x a m p l e ,  is a m e a n i n g l e s s  

g e s t u r e  u n l e s s  a n  I n t e r p r e t e r  is a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  to c o m m u n i c a t e  the t e a c h e r ' s  

w o r d s " :  and

W H E R E A S  s o l u t i o n s  to this p r o b l e m  h a v e  b e e n  e s s e n t i a l l y  i g n o r e d  in the 

State of A l a s k a :

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the governor is 

respectfully requested to direct public officers to make available sign 

language Interpreters, if requested by a handicapped-deaf person, to act on 

his behalf for better communication with officers and agents of government.

Introduced: 4/1/80
Referred: State Affairs

and Finance

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE
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