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I N  T H E  S E N A T E

Introduced: 2 / 2 8 / 8 0
R ef e r r e d : State A f f a i r s  a n d

F i n a n c e

BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E 

S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 55 

IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

U r g i n g  the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  to 

r e s c i n d  its r u l i n g  r e l a t i n g  to the 

t a x a t i o n  of flight c r e w  m em bers.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  a r e c e n t  r u l i n g  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  w o u l d  re s u l t  in the 

t a x a t i o n  b y  the s t a t e  of the in c o m e  of flight c r e w  m e m b e r s  w ho  a r e  not r e s i­

dents of A l a s k a  and  wh o  o n l y  e n t e r Alaska in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  duties as 

f light c r e w  membersj and

W H E R E A S  the r u l i n g  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  applies r e g a r d l e s s  of 

w h e t h e r  the c r e w  m e m b e rs  live in Alaska, r e g a r d l e s s  of w h e t h e r  t h e  c rew 

m e m b e r s  e v e r  leave their a i r p l a n e  and step o n  A l a s k a  ground, a n d  even r e­

gard l e s s  of w h e t h e r  the a i r p l a n e  lands in Alas k a ,  so long as it m e r e l y  flies 

int o A l a s k a n  air spacei and

W H E R E A S  the s u b s t a n t i a l  b u r d e n  the r u l i n g  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of Reve n ue  

pla ce s  o n  flight c r e w  m e m b e r s  is obvious and the b u r d e n  w o u l d  be o v e r w h e l m i n g  

if e ac h  s t at e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s i m i l a r  tax rules a n d

W H E R E A S  the o n e r o us  n a t u r e  of the r u l i n g  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  is 

a g g r a v a t e d  by the fact that it is r e t r o a c t i v e  to 1976; and

W H E R E A S  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of this rule g i v e s  the i m p r e s s i o n  of p e t t y 

greediness w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e fi t  to the states and

W H E R E A S  federal law enacted in 1958 was clearly Intended to prevent this 

specific state tax ruling, but because of an unfortunate choice of words the 

federal law still allows a state to tax the earnings of nonresident flight 

crew membersi and

WHEREAS a pending amendment to the federal law is expected to remedy
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i t h i s  o v e r s i g h t  in t h e  1 9 5 8  e n a c t m e n t s

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  to r e s c i n d  its r u l i n g  (Alaska T a x  R u l i n g  No. 78-6) 

r e l a t i n g  to the t a x a t i o n  of f li g h t  c r e ws  of a i rlines.
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