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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

A d o p t i n g  a state p o l i c y  for e c o n o m i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t  and d i r e c t i n g  the 

L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  to m a k e  a study 

of this policy.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the S t at e  o f  A l a s k a  f i r m l y  s u p ports an d  e n c o u r a g e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  that wil l develop, s t r e n g t h e n  and d i v e r s i f y  its e c o n o m i c  

b a s e  by u t i l i z i n g  its h u m a n  and n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  in an e f f e c t i v e  m a n n e r ;  and 

W H E R E A S  the us e  o f  the m a n i f o l d  natural r e s o u r c e s  o f  A l a s k a  w h i c h  mos t 

be n e f i t s  A l a s k a n s  is for d e v e l o p m e n t  of jobs in the state w i t h  e x p a n s i o n  and 

d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  of the state's e c o n o m i c  base t h r o u g h  p r o c e s s i n g  the r e s ou r c e s  

i n  the state to the m a x i m u m  a m o u n t  feasible; a n d

W H E R E A S  a d o p t i o n  o f  an e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  policy that c l e a r l y  e x­

pre s s e s  the state g o al s  of a c h i e v i n g  a sound, h e a l t h y  a n d  g r o w i n g  e c o n o m y  for 

A l a s k a  w o u l d  c l e a r l y  c o m m u n i c a t e  to the b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y  the b a s i s  o n  w h i c h  

the state e n c o u r a g e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  investors; a n d

W H E R E A S  a c l e a r l y  c o m m u n i c a t e d  ec o nomic d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c y  w o u l d  ai d  in 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s ou n d  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  industry so that i n v e s t o r s  

w i l l  be e n c o u r a g e d  to deve l op  f u r t h er  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  the state 

that can p r o c e e d  in the c o m m o n  i n t e re s t  of the state a n d  the inve s t o r s ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  ado p t s  the f o l l o w i n g

p o l i c y  w h i c h  is i n t e n d e d  to c l e a r l y  c o m m u n i c a t e  to the b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y  the 

b a s i s  o n  w h i c h  the state e n c o u r a g e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  investors to co m e  to A l a s k a  

a n d  d f t e r m i n e  if v a r i o u s  i n d u s t r i a l  pr o jects a r e  in our c o m m o n  i n terest; the 

state s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  t hat
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(1) o f f e r s  l o n g - t e r m  b e n e f i t s  an d  i n c r e a s e d  e m p l o y m e n t  to A l a s k a n s  

t h r o u gh  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  a nd  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  the s t a t e ' s  e c o n o m y  b y  b u i l d i n g  

on its p r e s e n t  e c o n o m i c  bas e a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  n e w  a c t i v i t i e s  tha t  a r e  e c o n o­

mi c a l l y  fea s i b l e ;

(2) is e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  an d  is u n d e r t a k e n  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the v i e w s  o f  l ocal c i t i z e n s  m o s t  i m p a c t e d  b y  th e  d e v e l o p­

men t  ;

(3) adds to an d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e  d i v e r s i f i e s  the s t a t e ' s  r e v e nu e ,  

i n c r e a s e s  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e  a n d  r e d u c e s  the c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  b y  c r e a t i n g

e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  in e c o n o m i c  s e c t o r s  that do not p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t  o r  a r e  n o t

p r e s e n t l y  f u l l y  de v e l o p e d ;

(4) ha s  a p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on the r e v e n u e  n e e d s  an d  f i s c a l  c o n­

ditions o f  the  s t a t e  a n d  local c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  doe s  n o t  imp o s e  a d d i t i o n a l  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  c os t s  in e x c e s s  of this p o s i t i v e  effect;

(5) has a p o s i t i v e  effe c t ,  w h e n  a p p l i c a b l e  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  

feasible, o n  p o w e r  a n d  e n e r g y  a v a i l a b i l i t y  for p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  needs;

(6) p r o m o t e s  tax a n d  r e v e n u e  s t a b i l i t y  in the state;

(7) p r o c e s s e s  in the s t a t e  the m a x i m u m  f e a s i b l e  a m o u n t  of a n y

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  d e r i v e d  in the s t a t e  with, as a m i n i m u m ,  w h e n  e c o n o m i c a l l y  

f e a s i b l e  a n d  in the stat e ' s  b e s t  interest, p r o c e s s i n g  in the s t a t e  o f  t hat 

a mount o f  a n y  r e s o u r c e  d e r i v e d  in th e  s tate e q u a l to the s t a t e ' s  r o y a l t y  

share o f  t h a t  r e s o u r c e ;  an d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the s t a t e  s h o u l d  a c t i v e l y  u n d e r t a k e  a c t i v i t i e s  to 

attract investment w i t h i n  t h es e  c r i t e r i a  to take a d v a n t a g e  o f  the i n v e s t m e n t  

opportunities a f f o r d e d  by A l a s k a ' s  a b u n d a n t  r e s o u r c e s ,  and u s e  its p o w e r s  a n d  

resources as a catalyst for responsible economic d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the s t a t e  in 

the interests of its citizens; the state should

(1) be aware of the many advantages a n d  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  to t h e  s t a t e  

that will result from the development of various e x i s t i n g  a n d  p o t e n t i a l
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i n d u s t r i e s  and, t h r o u g h  its v a r i o u s  a g e n c i e s ,  i d e n t i f y  a n d  e v a l u a t e  t h e s e  

f a c t o r s  a n d  m a k e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  to i n v e s t o r s  a n d  to g o v e r n m e n t a l  

o f f i c i a l s  to a i d  i n  t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  p o t e n t i a l  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o j e c t s ;

(2) p r o v i d e  n e c e s s a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  to a i d  p r e s e n t  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  

i n v e s t o r s  to a c q u i r e  o r  d e v e l o p  n e c e s s a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  is u n i q u e  to the 

s t a t e  a n d  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  n e w  p r o j e c t s ;

(3) w i t h  c o o p e r a t i o n  f r o m  i n v e s t o r s ,  s e e k  to i d e n t i f y  a n y  c o n ­

s t r a i n t s  to e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the  s t a t e  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  a n d  

s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  w o r k  w i t h  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t h r o u g h  the s t a t e  

c o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  to r e s o l v e  t he  p r o b l e m s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e s e  c o n­

s t r a i n t s  ;

(4) i d e n t i f y  h o w  th e  e c o n o m y  w i l l  c h a n g e  as a r e s u l t  o f  n o r m a l  

g r o w t h  a n d  e v o l u t i o n  o f  p r e s e n t  a n d  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  b a s i c  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  

e v a l u a t e  p r o p o s a l s  b a s e d  o n  th e c r i t e r i a  a d o p t e d ;

(5) e s t a b l i s h  a c o m p e t i t i v e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  the 

c o u n t r y  s e e k i n g  to a t t r a c t  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a d o p t  v a r i o u s  e c o n o m i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n c e n t i v e s  i n c l u d i n g  tax i n c e n t i v e s  to r e t a i n  c u r r e n t  i n d u s t r i e s  

a n d  to a t t r a c t  f u t u r e  i n d u s t r i e s ;

(6) p r o v i d e  n e c e s s a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  to r e s p o n s i b l e  i n v e s t o r s  to a i d  

i n  the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  p r o p o s e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  is in t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  

t h e  i n v e s t o r  a n d  the state;

(7) p r o v i d e  a s t a b l e  e c o n o m i c  e n v i r o n m e n t  b y  s a l e  o f  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s  o w n e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  to p r o c e s s o r s  o f  the r e s o u r c e  at a c o m p e t i t i v e  

p r i c e  fo r  a p e r i o d  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  a m o r t i z a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  b y  th e  

p r o c e s s o r .

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t the l e g i s l a t u r e  d i r e c t  the l e g i s l a t i v e  c o u n c i l  to 

f o r m  a c o m m i t t e e  to study, f a c i l i t a t e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of a n d  r e p o r t  to t h e  

f i r s t  s e s s i o n  o f  the t w e l f t h  l e g i s l a t u r e  o n  the c o n c e p t s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  e x ­

p r e s s e d  in th i s  r e s o l u t i o n .
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