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[N TH E  S E N A T E

Introduced: 1/15/80
Referred: State Affairs

and Finance

BY THE RU L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY 
REQU E S T  O F  T H E  L E G I S L A T I V E  
C OUNC I L  (for the I n t e r i m  
C o m mittee on Se r v i c e s  for 
the Elderly)

S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 40 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to e x p a n s i o n  of the period 

d u r i ng  w h i c h older A la s k a n s  ma y 

travel free on the s t a t e  m a r i n e  

h i g h w a y  system.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E REAS, since 1974, in r e sp o n s e  to H o u s e  Concu r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 52, 

the state m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  has p r o vided for travel on ferries by persons 

65 years of age and o l d e r  on a s p a c e - a v a i l a b l e  basis w i t h i n  A l a s k a  w i t h o u t 

charge d u r i n g  the m o n t h s  of N o v e m b e r  to April, inclusive: and

W H E R E A S  this s e r v i c e  has b e e n  used by i n c r e a s i n g  numb er s  of o lder 

Al a skans, p e r m i t t i n g  t r a v e l  on the m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  system at no cost while 

i n c r e a s i n g  the n u m b e r  of foot pa s s e n g e r s  and revenues from a n c i l l a r y  services 

on vessels of the system; and

W H E R E A S  the " o f f - s e a s o n "  travel months for the m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  system 

o v e r l a p  the free p e r i o d  for se n i or  citizens b y  one m onth at e a c h  end of the 

fare period; and

W H E R E A S ,  on the b a s i s  of records of p a s s en g e r  serv i c e  m a i n t a i n e d  by the 

d i v i s i o n  of m a r i n e  h i g h w a y s ,  it appears that the d i v i s i o n  c o u l d  a c c o m m o d a t e  

e x t e n s i o n  of the free pe r i o d  for older A l a s k a n s  by two months, to c o r r e s p o n d  

to the d ates of " o f f - s e a s o n "  sch e du l e s  for the ferry system, w i t h  little or 

n o  d e t r i m e n t  to the s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  all passengers;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests 

the Governor to direct the division of marine highways to expand the period 

during which older Alaskans may travel on vessels of the marine highway 

system without charge from October 1 to the following May 31 annually.
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