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I n t r od u c e d :  4 / 1 8 / 7 9
Re f e r r e d : C o m m e r c e

BY T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E  
IN T H E  SE N A T E  BY R E Q U E S T

S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 32 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to f u n d a m e n t a l  c h a n g e s  in the 

p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  

system.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  t h e r e  is a c u r r e n t  cr is i s  w i t h  resp e c t to the a v a i l a b i l i t y  and 

cost of m e d i c a l  m a l p r a c t i c e  an d  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l  injury i n s u r a n c e  cover a g e s;  

an d

W H E R E A S  thi s c r i s i s  r e f l e c t s  g e n e r a l  trends for o t h e r  t ypes of i n­

surance; and

W H E R E A S  the i n c r e a s i n g  e x p e n s e  a n d  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  

is b e c o m i n g  a h a r d s h i p  for p e o p l e  of a v e r a g e  or b e l o w  a v e r a g e  m e an s  and 

incomes; an d

W H E R E A S  th e s p i r a l i n g  costs of i n s u r a n c e  again s t  p e r s o n a l  injury, p r o­

ducts lia bi l i t y ,  a n d  m a l p r a c t i c e  l i a b i l i t y  suggest that f u n d a m e n t a l  c h a n g e s  

in the p r e s e n t  b o d i l y  i n j u r y  r e p a r a t i o n  s y s t e m  are needed; a n d

W H E R E A S  the n a t u r e  a n d  e x t e n t  of b o d i l y  injury l i a b i l i t y  is d e f i n e d  by 

t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  l a w of tort in this s tate b y  the s t a t e ' s  j u d i c i a l  system; a n d  

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the G o v e r n o r  is 

r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to a p p o i n t  a c h a i r m a n  and 20 o t h e r  p e o p l e  who  are 

Alaskan r e s i d e n t s  an d  w h o  r e p r e s e n t  the b r o a d e s t  s p e c t r u m  of g e o g r a p h i c  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  v i e w p o i n t  an d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  in the subject, 

including but not l i m i t e d  to a t t o r n e y s ,  h e a l t h  care p r o v i d e r s ,  legi s l a t o r s ,  

business and consumer interests, and insurance interests, to a Bodily Injury 

Reparation Commission; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the purpose of the Governor's Bodily Injury
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R e p a r a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  is to study the nee d  an d  suggest the a v e n u e s  a v a il a b l e 

for f u n d a m e n t a l  chang e s  in the f ield of b o d i l y  injury r e p a r a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to 

the f o l l o w i n g  areas:

(1) legal p r i n c i p l e s  of b o d i l y  i n j u r y  r eparation;

(2) legal p r o c e d u r e s  and expenses;

(3) the f u n c t i o n i n g  of the p e r s o n a l  injury l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e

s y s t e m ;

(4) the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of insurance;

(5) a l t e r n a t e  m e t h o d s  of bo d i l y  i n j u r y  r e p a r a t i o n ;  and be it 

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t hat the G o v e r n o r ' s  c o m m i s s i o n  shall r e p o r t  its p r e­

liminary f i n d i n g s  and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the l e g i s l a t u re  n o  later t han 

J a n u a r y  23, 1980.
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