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S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 28

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A TE  OF A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRST SESSION

Ur g i n g  the A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  B oard to

r e c o n s i d e r  its d e c i s i o n  to close the

W o o d l a n d  Park School

IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TATE O F  A L A S K A

WHEREAS, on March 12, 1979, the School B o a r d  of the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of 

A n c h o r a g e  v ot e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  to close the W o o d l a n d  Park School, an eleme n t a r y 

school in the Spenard a r e a  of the m u n i c ip a l i t y ;  and

W H E R E A S  the d e c i s i o n  of the school b o a r d  came with only five days n o t i c e  

to the pu b l i c that the sc h o o l  district a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w ould r e c o m m e n d  closure, 

of the facility; and

W H E R E A S  o p p o r t u n i t y  for parents of c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  the W o o d l a n d  P a r k  

School to r e v i e w  and c o m m e n t  u p o n  the clos u r e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of the A n c h o r a g e  

S c h o o l  D i s t r i ct  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  before the d e c i s i o n  was e x t r e m e l y  limited; a n d 

W H E R E A S  the c l o s i n g  of the W o o d l a n d  Park School w o u l d  r e q u i r e  r e a s s i g n­

m e n t  of mo r e  than 300 e l e m e n t a r y  students -- i n c l ud i n g  three c l a s s r o o m s of 

m o r e  than 30 special e d u c a t i o n  students —  to schools on the p e r i p h e r y  of the 

S p e n a r d  S e r v i c e  Area a n d e l sewhere, n e c e s s i t a t i n g  changes in pupil tr a n s p o r t s  

t i o n  p a t t e rn s  and i n c r e a s e s  in c l a s s r o o m  size; and

W H E R E A S  e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  that the d e c i s i o n  of the b o a r d  to close the 

W o o d l a n d  P ark School wa s based, in part, on the e r r o n e o u s  a s s u m p t i o n  that n o  

s t a t e  aid w o u l d  be a v a i l a b l e  to c o mplete m a j o r  repairs to the roof of the 

s c h o o l  and to c o m p l e t e  p a i n t i n g  of the facility; and

W H E R E A S ,  at the time of or d e r i n g  c l o s u r e  of the W o o d l a n d  Par k  School, 

the b o a r d  a n n o u n c e d  Its i n t e n t i o n  to take a c t i o n  w i t h  respect to other 

s c h o o l s  in A n c h o r a g e  f o r  the a c a d e m i c yea r  b e g i n n i n g  1980, a l l o w i n g  ample
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:ime for s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  an d  i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s  to w o r k  

:hrough p l a n s  fo r  a l t e r n a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  a f f e c t e d  c h i l d r e n ,  

ind to p l a n  t h e  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  u t i l i z a t i o n  of  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ;  and

W H E R E A S  t h e  a b r u p t n e s s  w i t h  w h i c h  the d e c i s i o n  to c l o s e  the W o o d l a n d  

5ark  S c h o o l  w a s  m a d e  c o n t r a s t s  s h a r p l y  w i t h  the w i l l i n g n e s s  of t h e  b o a r d  to 

announce o n e  y e a r  in a d v a n c e  its i n t e n t i o n  to c l o s e  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  or d e s i g -  

late t h e m  f o r  o t h e r  use; a n d

W H E R E A S  the  f u t u r e  of S p e n a r d  as a s t a b l e  a r e a  w i t h i n  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  

of A n c h o r a g e  r e q u i r e s  that the a re a ' s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  s c h o o l s  r e m a i n  o p e n  to 

r ecei v e  a n d  to t e a c h  the c h i l d r e n  w h o  live in t h e  v i c i n i t y ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t hat it r e s p e c t f u l l y  

r e q u e s t s  the S c h o o l  B o a r d  of the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  to r e c o n s i d e r  its 

d e c i s i o n  to c l o s e  the W o o d l a n d  P a r k  School d u r i n g  the 1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 0  a c a d e m i c  

y e a r .

C O P I E S  o f  this r e s o l u t i o n  s hall be sent to C a r o l i n e  W o h l f o r t h ,  P r e s i d e n t  

of th e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  Board, a n d  to K e n  C a l d e r w o o d ,  D a r l e n e  C h a p m a n ,

H e a t h e r  F l y n n ,  M i l l e t t  K e l l e r ,  C a r o l y n  Lewis, a n d  W a l t e r  F u r n a c e ,  m e m b e r s  of 

the A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  Board.
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