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S t a t e  A f f a i r s

IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY S A C K E T T

SENATE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 22 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASKA 

E L E VENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the l i m i t e d  entry p r o­

gram.

BE IT RESOL VE D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

WHER E A S  art. VIII, sec. 15 of the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d e s  that the 

s t a t e  ma y "limit e nt r y  into any fishery for p u r p o s e s  of r e s o u r c e  c o n s e r v a­

tion, to prevent economic distress a mong f i s h e r m e n  and those de p e n d e n t  upon 

t h e m  for a livelihood"; and

W H E R E A S  AS 16.43 e s t a b l i s h e s  the A l a s k a  C o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s  E ntry C o m­

mi s s i o n  a n d  states the l e g i s lative p u r p o s e  as p r o m o t i n g  the c o n s e r v a t i o n  and 

s u s t a i n e d - y i e l d  m a n a g e m e n t  of the fi s he r i e s  and the economic h e a l t h  and 

s t a b i l i t y  of the c o m m e r c i a l fisheries by r e g u l a t i n g  and c o n t r o l l i n g  e n t r y  

i n t o  the c o mmercial fisheries in the pu bl i c  i n t erest and w i t h o u t  unjust 

d i s c r i m ination; and

W H E R E A S  u nder AS 16 .43.230 the c o m m i s s i o n  is a u t h o r i z e d  to limit entry 

i n t o  dist r e s s e d  fisheries whe n  it d et e r m i n e s  that the o p t i m u m  number of entry 

p e r m i t s  will be less than the h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  of units of g e a r  fished during 

a n y  of the four years p r e c e d i n g  1973; a n d

W H E R E A S  u n d e r  AS 16.43.240(b) the c o m m i s s i o n  is a u t h o r i z e d  to limit 

e n t r y  into cert ai n  fish e r i e s  w h e n  it finds that a fishery not d es i g n a t e d  as a 

d i s t r e s s e d  fishery has reached such levels of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  that a limitation 

o n  entry into that f i s h e r y  is r e q u i r e d  in o r d e r  to achieve the p u r poses of 

A S  16.43; and

W H E R E A S  u n d e r  AS 16.43.240(a) the c o m m i s s i o n  is a u t h o r i z e d  to e s tablish 

that the m a x i m u m  number of e nt r y  p e r m i t s  in d i s t r e s s e d  f i s h e r i e s  shall be the 

h i g h e s t  number of units of gear fished d u r i n g  a n y  of the fou r  years p r e c e di n g
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1973 i and

W H E R E A S  AS 1 6 . 43 .240(b) does n o t  s p e c i f y  the f o r m u l a  for d e t e r m i n i n g  the 

m a x i m u m  n u m b e r  of p e r m i t s  w h e n  l i m i t i n g  e n t r y  into the f i s h e r y  u n d e r  t h a t  

section; and

W H E R E A S  in 1975 the c o m m i s s i o n  d e c i d e d  to limit c o m m e r c i a l  e n t r y  i n t o  

the area k n o w n  as the U p p e r  Y u k o n  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 4 3. 2 4 0 ( a )  a n d  in d o i n g  so s e t  

the m a x i m u m  n u m b e r  of perm i ts  for the U p p e r  Y u k o n  as the h i g h e s t  a v e r a g e  

j number of units of gear f i s h e d  d u r i n g  a n y  of the four y e a r s  p r e c e d i n g  1973; 

and

W H E R EA S ,  b e f o r e  1970, p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the c o m m e r c i a l  fishe r y  of the 

U pper Y u k o n  i n c l u d e d  b a r t e r  and s a l e  of fresh, smo ke d  a n d  dried fish p r o d u c t s  

w i t h i n  the r e g i o n  and indirect s a l e s  t h r o u g h  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  to fish b u y e r s ;  

and

W H E R E A S  pas t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in and e c o n o m i c  r e l i a n c e  upon the c o m m e r c i a l  

fishery of the U p p e r  Y u k o n  was no t  r e s t r i c t e d  to p e r s o n s  h o l d i n g  a g ear 

license or a fishwheel r e g i s t r a t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  the a c t i o n  by the c o m m i s s i o n  in l i m i t i n g  e n t r y  int o  the U p p e r  

Y u k o n  an d  s e t t i n g  the m a x i m u m  n u m b e r  of p e r m i t s  b a s e d  u p o n  gear l i c e n s e s  or 

f is h w h e e l p e r m i t s has r e s u l t e d  in some p e r s o n s  r e c e i v i n g  a pe r m i t  wit h  o n l y  

one yea r of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the f i s hery, w h i l e  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  w i t h  m a n y  years 

of past  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  we r e  e x c l u d e d ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  the L e g i s l a t i v e  

Budget an d  Audit C o m m i t t e e  is d i r e c t e d  to u n d e r t a k e  a p e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t  of 

the A l a s k a  C o m m e r ci a l  F i s h e r i e s  E n t r y  C o m m i s s i o n ;  a n d  b e  it

FURT H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  C o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s  E n t r y  C o m m i s s i o n  

is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d e t e r m i n e  h o w  m a n y  p e r s o n s  wi t h  p a s t  p a r t i c i p a­

tion in the c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r y  in the U p p e r  Y u k o n  r e g i o n  by m e a n s  of b a r t e r  

and sale of fresh, s m o k e d  and d r i e d  f i s h  p r o d u c t s  a n d  i n d irect s a l e s t o  fish 

b u y e rs  t h r o u g h  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  h a v e  b e e n  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  the p e r m i t  s y s t e m ;  and
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7 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t  the A l a s k a  C o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s  E n t r y  C o m m i s s i o n

is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  w h e t h e r  t h e  h i g h  a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  o f  

1 u n i t s  of g e a r  f i s h e d  b e f o r e  1 9 7 5  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t e d  th e  h i g h e s t  a v e r a g e  

n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  w i t h  a s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c o m e  r e l i a n c e  u p o n  th e  c o m m e r c i a l  

f i s h e r y  of th e  U p p e r  Y u k o n ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  C o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s  E n t r y  C o m m i s s i o n  

! a n d  the L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  a r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  d i r e c t e d  to 

r e p o r t  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  and c o n c l u s i o n s  w i t h i n  th e  f i r s t  10 d a y s  of the S e c o n d  

S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  T w e l f t h  L e g i s l a t u r e .
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