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IN T H E  S E N A T E

Introduced: 2/13/79
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

BY S A CK E T T  A N D  S T I M S O N  

SENATE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 17 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TA T E  OF AL A SK A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

U r g i n g  th e  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  to c o m­

plete its r e v i e w  and make r e c o m m e n d a­

tions in the m a t t e r  of j u d i c i a l  

s e n t e n c i n g  practices.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  c o n d u c t ed  a study i n c l u d i ng  1 ,433 

s e n t e n c e s  in f e l o n y  cases r e n d e r e d  in t h e  S u p e r i o r  Courts at Anchorage, 

F a i r b a n k s  and J u n e a u  b e t w e e n  1974 and 1976; and

W H E R E A S  it was the c o n c l u s i o n  of t hat r ep o r t  that A l a s k a  N a t iv e s  and 

Blacks a p p a r e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  longer s e n t e n c e s  and w e r e  denied p r o b a t i o n  m o r e  

o f t e n  t h a n  o t h e r  d e f e n d a n t s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of the same crimes under 

s i m i l a r  c i r c u m st a n c e s ,  a n d  w h o  had s u b s t a n t i a l l y  simi l ar  criminal records;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that it r e s p e c t f u l l y  

r e q u e s t s  the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  Council to extend an d  complete its report o n  the 

s e n t e n c i n g  p r a c t i c e s  of A l a s k a  courts by

(1) c o m p i li n g  a n d  a n a l y z i n g  data o n  all felony s e n te n c e s  r e n d e r e d  

b e t w e e n  A u gu s t ,  1976 and the present date, i n c l u d i n g  sentences for c o n v i c­

tions in  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t s  sitting in c o m m u n i t i e s  which were not c o v er e d  in 

the e a r l i e r  study, i n c l u d i n g  rural Alaska, to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the p r e s en t  

f i n d i n g s  of a p p a r e n t  r a c i a l  d i s p a r i t y  of s e n t e n c i n g  also o b t a i n  in o t h e r 

l o cations a n d  i n  the ye a r s  s i n c e A u g us t ,  1976;

(2) expanding the data collected and analyzed to include sentenc­

ing practices of the district courts;

(3) examining sentencing records of the superior and district 

courts to determine whether there is a pattern to sentencing based on race;

-1- SCR 17

_ J

'K T ■ T • ' ’ ' ■



m g

m i *

1

m

' -  -»■ It

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10 

11 

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

J L

(4) m o d i f y i n g  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  u p o n  the r e s e a r c h  m e t h o d s ,  w h e n  n e c e s­

sary, in  o r d e r  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the a p p a r e n t  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  s u f f e r e d  by 

A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  a n d  B l a c k s  as e v i d e n c e d  i n  t h e  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l ' s  f i n d i n g s  m a y  

b e  a t t r i b u t a b l e ,  w h o l l y  or p a r t i a l l y ,  to d e c i s i o n s  of o t h e r  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  

a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  a d v i s e  or i n f o r m  t h e  co ur t s  an d w h i c h  ma y  h e l p  s h a p e  the 

u l t i m a t e  s e n t e n c e!

(5) i d e n t i f y i n g  all p o i n t s  w i t h i n  the crimi n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  at 

w h i c h  a d e f e n d a n t  m a y  be d i s a d v a n t a g e d  o n  a c c o u n t  of his r a c e ;  a n d

(6) w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of th e  m i n o r i t i e s  

a f f e c t e d  as w e l l  as w i t h  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  a g e n c y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  p e r­

sonnel, m a k i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  p o s i t i v e  r e m e d i e s  to c o r r e c t  i n e q u i t i e s  

w h i c h  m a y  b e  s u f f e r e d  b y  m i n o r i t y  m e m b e r s  in the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of c r i m i n a l  

j u s t i c e .
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