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:n  t h e  s e n a t e  b y  r o d e y

S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 10 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e c o g n i z i n g  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Yea r  of the 

C h i l d  and e n c o u r a g i n g  A l a s k a n s  to 

p a r t i c i p a t e  in local o b s e r v a n c e s .

3E IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS KA :

W H E R E A S  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  all t h e i r  joy, c u riosity, c r e a t i v i t y ,  insight, and 

trust a r e  a p e r p e t u a l  s o u r c e  of d e l i g h t  a n d i n s p i r a t i o n :  a n d

W H E R E A S  c h i l d r e n  are our m o s t  v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  a n d  o u r  h o p e  for the 

future; it is up to t h e m  to c a r r y  our w o r k  and dr e a ms  f o r w a r d  and to d e t e r­

mine w h e t h e r  o u r  d i v e r s e  A l a s k a n  c u l t u r e s  and l i f e s t y l e s  f l o u r i s h  or die; and 

W H E R E A S  t h e  t h i r d  of our p o p u l a t i o n  in Al a s k a  w h o  are c h i l d r e n  a r e 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  a d u l t s  for t heir care an d  w e l l  being, and h o w  wel l 

we as a d u l t s  f u l f i l l  ou r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to our c h i l d r e n  is one m e a s u r e  of 

the g r e a t n e s s  o f  this or any s o c ie t y ;  and

W H E R E A S  t h e  U n i t e d  St a t e s  as a w h o l e  is one of the r i c h e s t  and m o s t  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  a d v a n c e d  nations of the world, yet the h i g h  rates of inf a n t 

m o r t a l i t y ,  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  of c h i l d  a b u s e  an d  neglect, and the i n s u f f i c i e n c y  

of m e d i c a l  c a r e  an d  p r e - s c h o o l  a n d  a f t e r  school care, i n d i c a t e  that the 

q u a l i t y  of c a r e  for o u r c h i l d r e n  is s o m e t i m e s  wa n t i n g ;  an d

W H E R E A S  e v e n  i n  Alaska, d e s p i t e  the levels of a s s i s t a n c e  and s e r v i c e  

p r o v i d e d  b y  b o t h  the p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  sector, c h i l d r e n  at times s t i ll  face 

serious o b s t a c l e s  to t heir h e a l t h y  p h y s i ca l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

development, such as p oo r  n u t r i t i o n ,  u n t r e a t e d  d i s ease, i n a d e q u a t e  s he l t e r , 

and education n o t  suited to t h e i r  c u l t u r e  or s p e c i a l  needs; a n d

WHEREAS as soaring rates of teenage alcoholism and drug abuse, vandalism 

and crime, the falling educational achievement scores, and the prevalence of
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t e e n a g e  p r e g n a n c y  a p p e a r  to i n d i c a t e  our fail u r e  to p r o v i d e  a w o r l d  for our 

c h i l d r e n  w h e r e  social r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  ach i ev e m e n t ,  and s e l f - r e s p e c t  are 

v a l u e d  a n d  a t t a i n a b l e  g oals for them; and

W H E R E A S  t i m e s  are r a p i d l y  changing, and the lives of our c h i l d r e n  are 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  o u r  o w n  childhoods; we must t h e r e f o r e  learn m ore 

about our c h i l d r e n  a n d  t heir lives b e f o r e  we can p r o v i d e  t h e m  w i t h  m e a n i n g f u l  

gu i d a n c e ; an d

W H E R E A S  e a c h  child is unique, w i t h  his or her o w n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a b i l i­

ties, a n d  s p e c i a l  needs, an d  it is up to us to see that e a c h  child r e c eives 

the love, p e r s o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  sui t e d  to both that child's 

spec i a l  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  to e n a b l e  that child to b e c o m e  a useful 

and p r o d u c t i v e  m e m b e r  of society;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a c k n o w l e d g e s  the i m p o r­

tant role  of c h i l d r e n  in our s o c i e t y  and joins w i t h  other states and nations 

t h r o u g h o u t  the w o r l d  in r e c o g n i z i n g  1979 as " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y e a r  of the 

C h i l d ; "  and b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  e n c o u r a g e s  the c i t i­

zens of A l a s k a  to cr e at e  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in local o b s e r v a n c e s  o f  I n t e r n a­

tional Y e a r  of the C h i l d  w h i c h  w ill e n h a n c e  our u n d e r s t a n d i n g  an d  a p p r e c i a­

tion of ou r  children, w h i c h  w i l l  s t i m u l a t e  impr o ve m e n t s  in our p a r e n t i n g  

s kills a n d  p u b l i c  services, an d  w h i c h  w il l  hel p  us create a b e t t e r  w o r l d  for 

our c h i l d r e n  to g r o w  up in.
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