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Introduced: 5/25/80
Referred: Resources and

Finance

:n  t h e  s e n a t e BY T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E  

S E N A T E  BIL L  NO. 587 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BIL L

For a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to p r o f e s s i o n a l  g e o l o g i s t s ;  an d  p r o v i d

ing for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(22) r e g u l a t i o n  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  g e o l o g i s t s .

* Sec. 2. AS 08 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  53. P R O F E S S I O N A L  G E O L O G I S T S .

Sec. 0 8 . 5 3 . 0 1 0 .  P R O F E S S I O N A L  G E O L O G I S T .  A p e r s o n  m a y  not u s e  t h e 

t e r m  " p r o f e s s i o n a l  g e o l o g i s t "  o n  plans, s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  plats, r e p o r t s ,  

or o t h e r  d o c u m e n t s  u n l e s s  the p e r s o n  is c e r t i f i e d  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  

g e o l o g i s t  u n d e r  thi s  ch a p t e r .

Sec. 0 8 . 5 3 . 0 2 0 .  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  FOR C E R T I F I C A T I O N  AS A P R O F E S S I O N A L  

G E O L O G I S T .  (a) A p e r s o n  a p p l y i n g  to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  g e o l o g i s t  m u s t

(1) h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a c o l l e g e  or u n i v e r s i t y  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  

the a c c r e d i t a t i o n  a s s o c i a t i o n  for the r e g i o n  in w h i c h  the c o l l e g e  or 

u n i v e r s i t y  is l o c a t e d  w i t h  not less than 30  s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  o f  c o u r s e s  in 

the g e o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  at l east 24 s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  of w h i c h  w e r e  u p p e r  

d i v i s i o n  or g r a d u a t e  level c o u r s e s ;  and

(2) have seven years of experience in geological work, three 

of which were under the supervision of a professional geologist.

(b) The commissioner shall evaluate experience in geological work 

by recognizing

(1) each year of undergraduate study in the geological
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s c i e n c e s  as o n e - h a l f  yea r  of g e o l o g i c a l  w o r k  up Lo a m a x i m u m  o f  two 

y e a r s  5

(2 ) e a c h  y e a r  of g r a d u a t e  s t u d y  or r e s e a r c h  in the g e o l o g i c a l  

s c i e n c e s  as o n e  y e a r  of g e o l o g i c a l  w o r k;

(3) e a c h  y ear of t e a c h i n g  in the g e o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e s  at an 

u p p e r  d i v i s i o n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  or g r a d u a t e  level in a c o l l e g e  or univers i t y ! 

a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  a s s o c i a t i o n  for the r e g i o n  in w h i c h  the 

c o l l e g e  or u n i v e r s i t y  is l o c a t e d  as o n e  yea r  of g e o l o g i c a l  w o r k  if the 

t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  a m o u n t s  to no less t h a n  s i x  s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  e a c h  

s e m e s t e r .

(c) U n d e r g r a d u a t e  stu d y ,  g r a d u a t e  study, and t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  

m a y  not be r e c o g n i z e d  for m o r e  than f o u r  of the y e a r s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r

( a ) ( 2 ) of thi s  s e c t i o n .

(d) A n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  m e e t s  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  shall b e  is s ue d  a c e r t i f i c a t e  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  

g e o l o g i s t .

Sec. 0 8 . 5 3 . 0 3 0 .  P R O H I B I T E D  ACTS. A p e r s o n  m a y  not sign, stamp, or 

s e a l  plans, s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  plats, r e p o r t s ,  or o t h e r  d o c u m e n t s  as a 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  g e o l o g i s t  or w i t h  the t i t l e  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  g e o l o g i s t  

u n l e s s  h e  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a c e r t i f i c a t e  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  or h a s  bee n  

c e r t i f i e d  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  g e o l o g i s t  b y  the A m e r i c a n  I n s t i t u t e  of 

P r o f e s s i o n a l  G e o l o g i s t s .  A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  the p r o v i s i o n s  of this 

s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of a c l a s s  B m i s d e m e a n o r .

Sec. 0 8 . 5 3 . 0 4 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r

(1) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m e r c e  and 

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ;

(2) " g e o l o g y "  m e a n s  that* s c i e n c e  w h i c h  is b a s e d  o n  i n v e s t i­

g a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r u s t  of t h e  e a r t h  a n d  the r o c k s  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  of 

w h i c h  It is c o m p o s e d  a n d  w h i c h  u t i l i z e s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  the e a r t h  and its
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c o n s t i t u t e n t  rocks, m i n e r a l s ,  liquids, gases, and other m a te r i a l s ;

(3) " p r o f e s s i o n a l  g e o l o gi s t "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  issued a c e r t i­

ficate u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  or a pe r s o n  c e r t i f i e d  as a prof e s s i o n a l g e o l o­

gist by the A m e r i c a n  I n s t i t u t e  of Professional G e o lo gists.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes ef f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980.
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