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N T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 580 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

’or an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  to the

r e g u l a t i o n  of the p r a c t i c e  of m e d i c i n e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  

for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

IE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 5 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  read:

(c) A f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  the S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  (AS 0 8 . 6 A . 0 1 0 ) ,  

th e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall e m p l o y  an i n d i v i d u a l  to be a s s i g n e d  as t h e  i n v e s t i­

ga t o r  for that boa r d .  T h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  s h a l l

(1) not be a m e m b e r  of th e  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Board;

(2) c o n d u c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  int o  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n s  of 

A S  0 8 . 6A, and int o a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n s  of r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  o r d e r s  of the 

S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Board;

(3) at the r e q u e s t  of the S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Board, c o n d u c t  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  b a s e d  on c o m p l a i n t s  f iled w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t  or w i t h  the 

S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Roard; a n d

(A) lie d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  a n d  a c c o u n t a b l e  to th e  S t a t e

M e d i c a l  Board, e x c e p t  t h a t  o n l y  the d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  a u t h o r i t y  to

t e r m i n a t e  h i s  e m p l o y m e n t .

* Sec. 2. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 1 0 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) Except, as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in this title, [ALL] l i c e n s e s

shall be r e n e w e d  b i e n n i a l l y  o n  the d a t e s  set b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  the 

a p p r o v a l  of the r e s p e c t i v e  board.

* Sec. 3. AS 0 8 . 6 A . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 A . 010. C R E A T I O N  AND M E M B E R S H I P  O F  S T A T E  M E D I C A L  BOARD.
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T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a b o a r d  of m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s ,  to be k n o w n  as 

t h e  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Board, c o n s i s t i n g  o f  five [LICENSED] p h y s i c i a n s  

l i c e n s e d  in the s t a t e  a n d  [,] r e s i d i n g  in as m a n y  s e p a r a t e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

a r e a s  of the s t a te  [ A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  D I S T R I C T S ]  as p o s s i b l e ,  and t w o  

p e r s o n s  w i t h  no d i r e c t  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t  in the h e a l t h  care i n d u s t r y .

* S e c .  4. AS 08.64.02.0 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 0 2 0 .  [ S T A T E  M E D I C A L  BOARD] T E R M  O F  O F F I C E .  M e m b e r s  

s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  for s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s  [A TERM] of fou r years, s u b j e c t  

to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  in j o i n t  

s e s s i o n ,  a n d  s h a l l h o l d  o f f i c e  u n t il  t heir s u c c e s s o r s  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  and 

q u a l i f i e d .  T h e  t e r m s  o f  the  pub l i c  m e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  shall b e  s t a g­

g e r e d  so tha t t h e y  do n o t  e x p i r e  at the same time. A p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  

s e r v e d  two s u c c e s s i v e  c o m p l e t e  t e rm s  m a y  not be r e a p p o i n t e d  u n t i l  four 

y e a r s  f r o m  the e x p i r a t i o n  of the s e c o n d  term.

* S e c .  5. AS  0 8 . 6 4 . 0 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 0 4 0 .  R E M O V A L  OF M E M B E R S .  The g o v e r n o r  may r e m o v e  a 

m e m b e r  of the b o a r d  for cause. T h e  b o a r d  may by r e g u l a t i o n  p r o v i d e  that 

u n e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e s  f r o m  m e e t i n g s  c o n s t i t u t e  c ause for removal.

* S ec. 6. AS 0 8 . 6 4  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 0 7 5 .  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R  O F  TH E  BOARD. (a) T h e  d e p a r t­

men t ,  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the bo a rd ,  shall e m p l o y  an i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  is 

n o t  a m e m b e r  of the b o a r d  to s e r v e as e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of the bo a r d .

(b) T h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  s’ all

(1) p e r f o r m  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s  r e q u i r e d  by thi s  

c h a p t e r  a n d  the d e p a r t m e n t ;

(2) c a r r y  o u t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  m a d e  b y  the

h o a r d ;

(3) a s s i s t  t h e  b o a r d  in c o n d u c t i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  c o n t i n u i n g  

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  w o r k  for the b o a r d . "
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Sec. 0 8 .64.085. M E E T I N G S  O F  T H E  BOARD. Th e  b o a r d  shall h o l d  

m e e t i n g s  at least four times a year.

Sec. 0 8.64.115. DUTIES. Th e  b o a r d  shall

(1) a f t e r  a h e a r in g ,  i m p o s e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  san c ti o n s  on persons 

wh o  v i o l a t e  this chapter, or the r e g u l a t i o n s  or or d e r s  of the board;

(2) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s i n s u r i n g  that renew a l  of l i c e ns e s  is 

c o n t i n g e n t  upon p r o o f  of c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  on the part of the li­

cen s e e  .

* Sec. 7. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 4 0  Is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 .64.240. L I C E N S E  REFUSED. If the a p p l i ca n t  fails the e x a m­

ination, or is d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the b o a r d  to be [MORALLY OR] p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  

unfit to p ra c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  or o s t e o p a t h y  in this state, or fails to 

c o m p l y  w i t h  any of the o ther r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this chapter, the b oard 

shall refuse to grant: the license.

* Sec. 8. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 5 0  Is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 08.64 . 2 5 0.  L I C E N S U R E  BY C R E D E N T I A L S  [ENDORSEMENT]. The b oard

may w a i v e  the e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  and license by c r e d e n t i a l s  [EN­

DORSE M E N T ]  if the p h y s i c i a n  or p o d i a t r y  a p p li c a n t  meets the r e q u i r e m e n t s  

of AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 0 0  or 08.64.209, s u b m i t s  p roof of c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  

as r e q u i r e d  by r e g u l a t i o n , pays the r e q u i r e d  fee and has

(1) an active license from a b o a r d  of medical e x a m i n e r s 

e s t a b l i s h e d  un d e r  the laws of a s t a t e  or t e r r i t o r y  of the U n i t e d  States 

or a pr o v i n c e  of Canada iss ue d  a f t e r  th o r o u g h  e x a m i n a t io n ;  or

(2) pa s s e d  an e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  by the N a t i o n al  B o a r d  of 

Me d i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  or the F e d e r a t i o n  of S t a t e  Medical Boards of the 

U n i t e d  States if the a p p l i c a n t  is- a p hysician, or pas s e d an e x a m i n a t i o n  

g i v e n  b y  the N a t i o n a l  Board of P o d i a t r y  E x a m i n e r s  if the a p p l i c a n t  is

a p o d i a t r i s t .

* Sec. 9. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 7 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:
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(a) The' hoard m a y  issue a t e m p o r a r y  p er m i t  to an a p p l i c a n t  wh o  

meets the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 08.64.200j_ [OR] 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 0 5 , or 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 0 9  a n d  

pays the r e q u i r e d  fee.

Sec. 10. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 1 1  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 08.64.311. [BIENNIAL] L I C E N S E  RENEWAL. L i c e n se s  s h a l l  be 

r e n e w e d  e very four y e a r s  [BIENNIALLY].

Sec. 11. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 1 5  is amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.315. FEES. The f o l l o w i n g  fees are i m p o se d  u n d e r  thi s

c h a p t e r :

(1) a p p l i c a t i o n ................................................. $ 50 [$25]

(2) license by e x a m i n a t i o n   $ 2 0 0  [125]

(3) license by c r e d e n t i a l s  [ENDORSEMENT] or

w a i v e r  of e x a m i n a t i o n ................................... $2 0 0  [100]

(4) t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t ............................................. $ 5 0  [25]

(5) locum tenens p e r m i t ......................................... $5 0  [25]

(6) license r e n e w a l  due every four years

f, B I ENNIAL], a c t i v e   $ 6 0 0  [100]

(7) license r e n e w a l  due every f our years

[, B I E NN I A L ] ,  i n a c t i v e   $ 200 [25]

(8) license b y  r e e x a m i n a t i o n   $ 1 5 0  [75]

Sec. 12. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 2 5  is r e pe a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8.64.325. G R O U N D S  FOR I M P O S I T I O N  OF D I S C I P L I N A R Y  S A N C T I O N S .  

The b o a r d  m a y  impose a s a n c t i o n  w h e n  the board finds after a h e a r i n g  

that a l ic ensee

(1) s e c u r e d  a license t h r o u g h  deceit, fraud, or i n t e n t i o n a l  

m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s

(2) e n g a g e d  in deceit, fraud, or i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a­

tion in the course o f  p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  or e n g a g i n g  in 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s s
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(3) a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  in a f a l s e  or m i s l e a d i n g

m a n n e r  s

(4) h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a f e l o n y  or o t h e r  c r i m e  w h i c h  

a f f e c t s  hi s a b i l i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to p r a c t i c e  c o m p e t e n t l y  and s a f e l y ;

(5) i n t e n t i o n a l l y  or n e g l i g e n t l y  e n g a g e d  in or p e r m i t t e d  the 

p e r f o r m a n c e  of p a t i e n t  c a r e  b y  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  his s u p e r v i s i o n  w h i c h  do e s  

n o t  c o n f o r m  to m i n i m u m  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  r e g a r d l e s s  of w h e t h e r  

a c t u a l  i n j u r y  to the p a t i e n t  o c c u r r e d ;

(6) f a i l e d  to c o m p l y  w i t h  thi s  c h a p t e r ,  w i t h  a r e g u l a t i o n  

a d o p t e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r ,  or w i t h  a n  o r d e r  of the board;

(7) c o n t i n u e d  to p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  b e c o m i n g  u n f i t  d u e  t:o

(A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n c o m p e t e n c e ;

(B) a d d i c t i o n  or s e v e r e  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  a l c o h o l  or o t h e r  

d r u g s  w h i c h  i m p a i r s  h i s  a b i l i t y  to p r a c t i c e  s a f e l y ;

(C) p h y s i c a l  or m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y ;

(8) e n g a g e d  in u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t  or in lewd o r  i m m o r a l  

c o n d u c t  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the d e l i v e r y  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  to 

p a t i e n t s .

* Sec. 13. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 3 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - c n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 3 0 .  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  S A N C T I O N S .  (a) W h e n  it f i n d s  t hat a 

l i c e n s e e  is g u i l t y  of an o f f e n s e  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 2 5 ,  the b o a r d  may 

i m p o s e  the f o l l o w i n g  s a n c t i o n s  s i n g l y  or in c o m b i n a t i o n :

(1) p e r m a n e n t l y  r e v o k e  a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e ;

(2) s u s p e n d  a l i c e n s e  for  a d e t e r m i n a t e  p e r i o d  o f  time;

(3) c e n s u r e  a l i c e n s e e;

(4) i s s u e  a let t e r  of r e p r i m a n d ;

(5) p l a c e  a l i c e n s e e  o n  p r o b a t i o n a r y  s t a t u s  a n d  r e q u i r e  h i m

to

(A) r e p o r t  r e g u l a r l y  to t h e  h o a r d  u p o n  m a t t e r s  I n v o l v i n g  
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(B) l i m i t  p r a c t i c e  to t h o s e  a r e a s  p r e s c r i b e d ;

(C) c o n t i n u e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  u n t i l  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  

d e g r e e  of s k i l l h a s  b e e n  a t t a i n e d  in t h o s e  a r e a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the 

b o a r d  to n e e d  i m p r o v e m e n t ;

(6) i m p o s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  or c o n d i t i o n s  on the p r a c t i c e  of a

1 i c e n s e e .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  w i t h d r a w  p r o b a t i o n  s t a t u s  if it finds t h a t  the 

d e f i c i e n c i e s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  the s a n c t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  rem ed i e d .

(c) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  s u m m a r i l y  s u s p e n d  a l i c e n s e  b e f o r e  f inal h e a r i n g  

or d u r i n g  the a p p e a l s  p r o c e s s  if the b o a r d  f i n d s  that the l i c e n s e e  p o s e s  

a c l e a r  and i m m e d i a t e  d a n g e r  to the p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  if h e  

c o n t i n u e s  to p r a c t i c e .  A p e r s o n  w h o s e  l i c e n s e  is s u s p e n d e d  u n d e r  this 

s e c t i o n  s hall he e n t i t l e d  to a h e a r i n g  b y  the b o a r d  n o  later t h a n  s e v e n  

day s a ft e r  the e f f e c t i v e  d ate of the o r d e r .  He m a y  a p p e a l  the 

s u s p e n s i o n  a f t e r  a h e a r i n g  to a c o ur t  of c o m p e t e n t  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

(d) Th e  h o a r d  m a y  r e i n s t a t e  a l i c e n s e  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  s u s p e n d e d  or  

r e v o k e d  if the b o a r d  finds after a h e a r i n g  that the a p p l i c a n t  is abl e  to 

p r a c t i c e  w ith r e a s o n a b l e  skill and s a f e t y .

(e) A l i c e n s e  m a y  be s u s p e n d e d  u n t i l  a h e a r i n g  c a n  be h e l d  to 

d e t e r m i n e  the l i c e n s e e ' s  fitness to p r a c t i c e  in the s t a t e  u p o n  r e c e i p t  

of c e r t i f i e d  e v i d e n c e  t ha t  his l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  in a n o t h e r  

state, t e r r i t o r y  or p r o v i n c e  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  or C a n a d a  h a s  b e e n  

s u s p e n d e d  or r e v o k e d .

(f) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  seek c o n s i s t e n c y  in the a p p l i c a t i o n  of d i s­

c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s ,  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  prior d e c i s i o n s  

i n v o l v i n g  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  shall be e x p l a i n e d  in f in d i n g s  of fact or 

o r d e r s .

* Sec. 14. A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 6 0  is a m en d e d  t o  rend:
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Sec. 08.64.360. P E NA L T Y  FOR P R A C T I C I N G  W I T H O U T  A L I C E N S E  OR IN 

V I O L A T I O N  O F  CHAPTER. # (a) Except for a p h y s i c i a n  ass i s t a n t a n d  a 

p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  m o b i l e  i n tensive care p a r a m e d i c  under AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 1 7 0 ,  a 

pe r s o n  p r a ct i c i n g  m e d i c i n e  or o s t e o p a t h y  in the state with o u t o b t a i n i n g  

and f i l i n g  an a p p r o p r i a t e  license is g u i l t y  of a class B m i s d e m e a n o r  

[AND U P O N  C O NV I C T I O N  IS PU N I S H A B L E  BY A FINE OF NOT LESS T H A N  $50 NOR 

M O R E  T H A N  $100, OR BY I M P R I S O N M E N T  FOR N O T  LESS TH A N  10 DAYS N O R  MORE 

TH A N  90 DAYS, OR BY BOTH]. E v i d en c e  that the def e n d an t  has f a i l e d  to 

file a license with the c lerk of the c ourt is p rima facie e v i d e n c e  that 

the d e f e n d a n t  is not licensed. Each d a y  of illegal p r a ctice is a 

s e p a r a t e  offense.

(b) A pe r s o n  w h o  pr a c t i ce s  or a t t e m p t s  to p r a c ti c e  or w h o  holds 

h i m s e l f  out as p r a c t i c i n g  a s y s t e m  or m o d e  of t r e a t i n g  the s i c k  or 

a f f l i c t e d  in the s t at e  or wh o  di agnoses, treats, o pe rates for, or 

p r e s c r i b e s  for an ailment, blemish, d e formity, disease, d i s f i g u r e m e n t ,  

di s order, injury or o ther mental or p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  of a n y  person, 

w i t h o u t  having, w h e n  required, a v a l i d  u n r e v o k e d  and u n s u s p e n d e d  license 

or a u t h o r i z a t i o n  as p ro v i d e d  in this chapter, or without b e i n g  a u t h o r i z e d 

to perforin the acts under a license, a u t h o r i z a t i o n  or c e r t i f i c a t e ,  when 

required, in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  anot h e r  p r o v i s i o n  of law, is g u i l t y  of a 

class B m is d e meanor.

* Sec. 15. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 8 0( 3 )  is amen d e d  b y  adding a new s u b p a r a g r a p h  to 

r e a d :

(I) r e f using to p r o v i d e  em e r g e n c y  care which, in the 

p r o f e ss i o n a l  j u d g m e n t  of the licensee, is essential to p r e v e n t  loss 

of life, limb or I m mediate u n d u e  p ain and suffering, a n d  is w i t h i n

the licensee's area of c o m p et e n c e .

* Sec. 16. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 8 0 ( 5 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(5) " d e p a r t m e n t "  means th e  D e p a r t me n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  Econo-

-7- H C S S B  580

6  '



H C S S B  580

m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t .

* Sec. 17. AS 08.64.030, 0 8 . 64 . 1 1 0 ,  0 8 .64.160, 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 0 0 ( 1 ) ,  a n d  0 8 . 6 4 . -

3 8 0 ( 3 ) (C) are repealed.

* Sec. 18. T h i s  Act t a k es  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.10.-| 

070(c).


