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Introduced: 4/25/80
Referred: Health, Education
& Social Services and Finance!

BY TH E  HEAL T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D 
IN T H E  S E N A T E  SO CI A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  B ILL NO. 5 7 8

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A BILL

F o r  an  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to th e  p r a c t i c e  of c h i r o p r a c t i c ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  da te . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 1 0 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in this title, [ALL] l i c e n s e s

s h a l l  be r e n e w e d  b i e n n i a l l y  on the d ates set by the d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  th e 

a p p r o v a l  of the r e s p e c t i v e  board.

* Sec. 2. AS 0 8 . 2 0 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 2 0 . 0 2 0 .  M E M B E R S  O F  BOARD. Four [THREE] m e m b e r s  of the

b o a r d  s hall be l i c e n s e d  c h i r o p r a c t i c  p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  h a v e  p r a c t i c e d  

c h i r o p r a c t i c  in this 9 t a t e  no t  less t h a n  two years. On e m e m b e r  [TWO

M E M B E R S ]  of the b o a r d  shall be a p e r s o n  [PERSONS] w i t h  no d i r e c t  f i n a n­

cial i n t e r e s t  in the h e a l t h  c a r e  ind us t r y .  Each m e m b e r  s e r v e s  w i t h o u t  

pa y  b u t  is e n t i t l e d  to per d i e m  and t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a l l o w e d  by law.

* Sec. 3. AS 0 8 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 2 0 . 0 2 5 .  R E M O V A L  O F  BOARD M E M B E R S .  A m e m b e r  of the b o a r d

m a y  be r e m o v e d  f r o m  o f f i c e  by the g o v e r n o r  for cause. T h e  b o a r d  m a y  b y  

r e g u l a t i o n  p r o v i d e  that u n e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e s  fro m  m e e t i n g s  c o n s t i t u t e  

c a u s e  for r e m o v a l .

* Sec. 4. AS 08.20.030 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 08.20.030. MEMBERS’ TERMS; VACANCIES. {&)_ Members serve for

staggered terms of four [THREE] years. [THE TERMS O F  THE PUBLIC MEMBERS 

OF THE BOARD MAY NOT EXPIRE AT THE SAME TIME.] Vacancies on the board

s h a ll  be f i l l e d  fo r the unexpired term.
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(b) A  m e m b e r  wh o  has s e r v e d  two s u c c e s s i v e  fou r - y e a r  terms ma y  

not be r e a p p o i n t e d  u ntil four y ears a f t e r  the e x p i r a t i o n  of the s ec o n d  

term.

* Sec. 5. AS 08. 2 0 . 1 2 0 is r e p e a l e d  and r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 08.20.120. Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  FOR LICENSE. (a) An a p p l i c a n t  

shall be i s s u e d  a license to p r a c t i c e  c h ir o p r a c t i c  if he

(1) has a h i g h  school e d u c a t i o n  or its e q u i v a l e n t ;

(2) has s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  at least two a c a d e m i c  y ears of

study in a colle g e  of liberal arts or s c i ences or he ha s  e n g a g e d  in the

ac t iv e  p r a c t i c e  of c h i r o p r a c t i c  for three of the four years p r e c e d i n g  

the f i l i n g  of this a p p l i c a ti o n ;

(3) is a g r a d u a t e  of a lega l l y  cha r t e r ed  a c c r e d i t e d  school or 

c o l l e g e  of c h i r o p r a c t i c  a p p r o v e d  by the b o a r d  which r e q u i re s  for g r a d u a­

tion a r e s i d e n c e  course of i n s t r u c t i o n  of not less tha n  four y ea r s  of 

nine m o n t h s  each;

(4) passes an e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  by the board;

(5) passes to the s a t i s f a c t i o n  of the b o a r d  Part I an d  Part 

II of the e x a m i n a t i o n  of the N a t i o n a l  Board of C h i r o p r a c t i c  E x a m i n e rs .

(b) T h e  board may  issue a license with ou t  e x a m i n a t i o n  to an a p p l i­

cant u n d e r  AS 08.20.140.

* Sec. 6. AS 08. 2 0 . 1 3 5  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a new s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) A license m a y  not be is su e d  under (a) of this s e c t i o n  a fter 

J u l y  1, 1980.

* Sec. 7. A S  0 8 . 2 0. 1 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 08.20.140. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS [OUT-OF-STATE LICENSES]. 

The board may issue a license without examination to an applicant pre­

senting satisfactory proof of the possession of a license or certificate 

of registration in good standing in a state or territory of the United 

States, or a foreign country, if the requirements for registration at
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the date of hi s  l i c e n s e are e s s e n t i a l l y  [ C O N S I D E R E D  BY T H E  B O A R D  AS] 

e q u i v a l e n t  to t h o s e  in this c h a p t e r  [, A N D  IF T H E  L I C E N S I N G  J U R I S D I C T I O N  

E X T E N D S  T H E  S A M E  P R I V I L E G E  TO  T H O S E  H O L D I N G  A L I C E N S E  F R O M  T H I S  STATE].

* Sec. 8. AS 0 8 . 2 0 . 1 7 0 ( a )  is r e p e a l e d  and  r e - e n a c t e d  to r e a d :

(a) T h e  b o a r d  may, a f t e r  a h e a r i n g ,  i m p o s e  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n

on a per s o n  l i c e n s e d  un d e r  this c h a p t e r  w h e n  the b o ar d  f i n d s  that he

(1) s e c u r e d  a l i c e n s e  t h r o u g h  dece i t ,  fraud, o r  i n t e n t i o n a l

m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  ;

(2) e n g a g e d  in d e c e i t ,  fraud, or i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a­

tion in the c o u r s e  of p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  or e n g a g i n g  in 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;

(3) a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  in a f a l s e  or m i s l e a d i n g

m a n n e r ;

(4) has bee n  c o n v i c t e d  of a f e l o n y  or o t h e r c r i m e  w h i c h  

affe c t s  his a b i l i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to p r a c t i c e  c o m p e t e n t l y  a n d  safely;

(5) i n t e n t i o n a l l y  or n e g l i g e n t l y  e n g a g e d  in o r  p e r m i t t e d  the 

p e r f o r m a n c e  of p a t i e n t  care by p e r s o n s  u n d e r  his s u p e r v i s i o n  w h i c h  d o e s

not c o n f o r m  to m i n i m u m  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by r e g u l a t i o n

r e g a r d l e s s of w h e t h e r  a c t u a l  i nj u r y  to the p a t i e n t  o c c u r r e d ;

(6) fa i l e d to c o m p l y  w i t h  this c h apter, w i t h  a r e g u l a t i o n  

a d o p t ed  u n d e r this c h a pter, or w i t h  a n  o r d e r  of the b o a r d ;

(7) c o n t i n u e d  to p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  b e c o m i n g  u n f i t  due to

(A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n c o m p e t e n c e ;

(B) f a i l u r e  to k e e p  i n f o r m e d  of or u s e  c u r r e n t  p r o­

fe s s i o n a l  t h e o r i es  or p r a c t i c e s ;

(C) a d d i c t i o n  or s e v e r e  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  a l c o h o l  or a d r u g  

w h i c h  i m pa i r s  his a b i l i t y  to p r a c t i c e  safely;

(D) p h y s i c a l  or m e n t a l  d i s a b il i t y ;

(8) e n g a g e d  in l e w d  or i m m o r a l  c o n d u c t  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e
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d e l i v e r y  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  to p a t i e n t s .

* Sec. 9. AS 0 8 . 2 0 . 1 7 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to r e ad :

(d) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  i n s u r e  t h a t  r e n e w a l  of 

l i c e n s e  is c o n t i n g e n t  o n  p r o o f  of c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  b y  a p r a c t i t i o n e r ,

* Sec. 10. AS 0 8 . 2 0 . 1 7 5  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 2 0 . 1 7 5 .  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  S A N C T I O N S .  (a) W h e n  it f i n d s  t h a t  a 

c h i r o p r a c t o r  is g u i l t y  of an o f f e n s e  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 2 0 . 1 7 0 ,  th e  b o a r d  ma y  

i m p o s e  the f o l l o w i n g  s a n c t i o n s  s i n g l y  or in c o m b i n a t i o n :

(1) p e r m a n e n t l y  r e v o k e  the c h i r o p r a c t o r ' s  l i c e n s e  to p r a c­

tic e  ;

(2) s u s p e n d  the c h i r o p r a c t o r ' s  l i c e n s e  for a d e t e r m i n a t e

(3) c e n s u r e  the c h i r o p r a c t o r ;

(4) i s s u e  a l e t t e r  of r e p r i m a n d  to t h e  c h i r o p r a c t o r ;

(5) p l a c e  the c h i r o p r a c t o r  o n  p r o b a t i o n a r y  s t a t u s  a n d  r e q u i r e

(A) r e p o r t  r e g u l a r l y  to the b o a r d  u p o n  m a t t e r s  i n v o l v i n g  

the b a s i s  o f  p r o b a t i o n ;

(B) l imit p r a c t i c e  to t h o s e  a r e a s  p r e s c r i b e d ;

(C) c o n t i n u e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  u n t i l  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  

d e g r e e  of s k i l l  ha s  b e e n  a t t a i n e d  in a r e a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the b o a r d  

to n e e d  i m p r o v e m e n t ;

(6) i m p o s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  or c o n d i t i o n s  o n  the p r a c t i c e  of the 

c h i r o p r a c t o r .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  w i t h d r a w  p r o b a t i o n a r y  s t a t u s  of a c h i r o p r a c t o r  

if it f i nd s  t h a t  th e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  the s a n c t i o n  h a v e  h e e n

(c) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  s u m m a r i l y  s u s p e n d  a c h i r o p r a c t o r ' s  l i c e n s e  

b e f o r e  f i n a l  h e a r i n g  o r  d u r i n g  the a p p e a l s  p r o c e s s  if t h e  b o a r d  f in ds

SB  5 7 8

i'VL:

I



that he poses a clear and immediate danger to the public health and 

safety if he continues to practice. A chiropractor whose license is 

suspended under this section is entitled to a hearing by the board no 

later than seven days after the effective date of the order. The chiro­

practor may appeal the suspension after a hearing to a court of com­

petent jurisdiction.

(d) The board may reinstate a license which has been suspended or 

revoked if the board finds after a hearing that the applicant is able to 

practice with skill and safety.

(e) The board shall seek consistency in the application of disci­

plinary sanctions, and significant departure from earlier decisions 

involving similar situations shall be explained in findings of fact or 

orders.

* Sec. 11. AS 08.20.180 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.20.180. FEES. The board shall impose and collect the 

following fees:

(1) upon the filing of an application for examination, $50

(2) upon application for re-examination, $20 [$10]j

(3) for issuance of temporary permit, $50 [$25]»

(4) initial and renewal [BIENNIAL] license, due every four 

years, $200 [$50»

(5) ASSOCIATE LICENSE, $30].

* Sec. 12. AS 08.20.135 is repealed on July 1, 1983.

* Sec. 13. This Act takes effect June 30, 1980.


