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N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS FOR S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 569 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

^or an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the S t a t e  C o m m i s s i o n  for H u m a n

R i g h t s ."

JE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L AS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 18.80 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 8 0 . 1 1 5 .  C O N F I D E N T I A L  I N F O R M A T I O N .  E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in 

AS 18.8 0 . 1 05 ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  n o t  m a k e  p u b l i c  the n a m e  of a p e r s o n  

i n i t i a t i n g  a c o m p l a i n t  o r  a p e r s o n  a l l e g e d  to h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  a n  act or 

p r a c t i c e  d e c l a r e d  u n l a w f u l  in this c h a p t e r  d u r i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

c o n d u c t e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 8 0 . 1 1 0 .  T h e  r e c o r d s  of i n v e s­

ti g a t i o n  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  a n  i n v e s t i­

ga t i o n  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 8 0 . 1 1 0  a r e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and  m a y  not be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  

b y  the c o m m i s s i o n  for i n s p e c t i o n  b y  the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  H o w e v e r ,  the 

r e c o r d s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o m p i l e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  an i n v e s t i g a­

tion shall b e  a v a i l a b l e  to the c o m p l a i n a n t  or r e s p o n d e n t  (1) at l e a s t  10 

days b e f o r e  a h e a r i n g  is h e l d  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 8 0 . 1 2 0  or u p o n  r e c e i p t  b y  the 

c o m p l a i n a n t  or r e s p o n d e n t  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 8 0 . 1 2 0  of a n o t i c e  of f a i l u r e  of 

c o n c i l i a t i o n  u nder AS 1 8 . 8 0 . 1 1 0 ,  w h i c h e v e r  o c c u r s  e a r l i e r ?  o r  (2) in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the r u l e s  of d i s c o v e r y  if an a c t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to the 

ch a r g e  is c o m m e n c e d  in court. In a d d i t i o n  the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  issue 

p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  d e s c r i b i n g  or w a r n i n g  of a c o u r s e  of c o n d u c t  w h i c h  

c o n s t i t u t e s  or w ill c o n s t i t u t e  a n  u n l a w f u l  p r a c t i c e  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  

and the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  a l s o  m a k e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p u b l i c  if n e c e s s a r y  to 

perform its duties or exercise its p o w e r s  u n d e r  AS 18.80.105 a n d  18.80.- 

120 - 18.80.145.
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* Sec. 2. A S  1 8 . 8 0 . 1 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

S ec. 1 8 . 8 0 . 1 2 0 .  H E A R I N G .  If the i n f o r m a l  e f f o r t s  to e l i m i n a t e  the 

a l l e g e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a r e  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  the e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l 

i n f o r m  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  the f a i l u r e,  an d  the c o m m i s s i o n  shall p r o v i d e  

the r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  th e  c o m p l a i n a n t  w i t h  n o t i c e  of the f a i l u r e  and s h a l l  

s e r v e  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a c o p y  of the c o m p l a i n t ,  r e q u i r i n g  

the p e r s o n ,  e m p l o y e r ,  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  or e m p l o y m e n t  agency, c h a r g e d  

in the c o m p l a i n t  to a n s w e r  the a l l e g a t i o n s  of the c o m p l a i n t  at a h e a r i n g  

b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  h e a r i n g  shall be h e l d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n  at 

the p l a c e  w h e r e  the u n l a w f u l  c o n d u c t  is a l l e g e d  to h a v e  o c c u r r e d  u n l e s s  

the p e r s o n ,  e m p l o y e r ,  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  or e m p l o y m e n t  a g e n c y  r e q u e s t s  a 

c h a n g e  of v e n u e  for g o o d  c a u s e  shown. Th e  case in s u p p o r t  bf the c o m­

pl a i n t  s h a l l  he p r e s e n t e d  b e f o r e  the c o m m i s s i o n  b y  the e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  

or h i s  d e s i g n e e  w h o  s h a l l  be a b o n a  fide r e s i d e n t  of the state. T h e 

p e r s o n  c h a r g e d  in the  c o m p l a i n t  m a y  file a w r i t t e n  an s w e r  to the c o m­

p l a i n t  a n d  m a y  a p p e a r  at the h e a r i n g  in p e r s o n  or o t h e r w i s e ,  w i t h  or 

w i t h o u t  c o u n s e l ,  a n d  s u b m i t  t e s t i m o n y .  T h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  h a s  the 

p o w e r  r e a s o n a b l y  an d f a i r l y  to a m e n d  the c o m p l a i n t ,  and the p e r s o n  

c h a r g e d  h a s  the p o w e r  r e a s o n a b l y  and f a i r l y  to a m e n d  his answer. T h e  

c o m m i s s i o n  is not b o u n d  by the s t r i c t  rules of e v i d e n c e  p r e v a i l i n g  in 

c o u r t s  of la w  or e q u i t y .  T h e  t e s t i m o n y  t a k e n  at the h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be 

u n d e r  o a t h  and s h a l l  be t r a n s c r i b e d  at the r e q u e s t  of a n y  p a r t y  to the 

h e a r i n g .

* Sec. 3. AS 18.80.300(3) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(3) " e m p l o y e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  the s t a te  a n d  a 

political subdivision of the state, w h o  has one or m o r e  e m p l o y e e s  [AN 

EMPLOYER OF ONE OR MORE PERSONS] in the s t a t e  b u t  does not i n c l u d e  a 

club that is exclusively social, or a f r a t e r n a l , c h a r i t a b l e ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  

or religious association or c o r p o r a t i o n ,  if the club, a s s o c i a t i o n  o r
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c o r p o r a t i o n  is not o r g a n i z e d  for p r i v a t e  profit)

Sec. A. AS 1 8 . 80.300 is a m e n d e d  by adding new p a r a g ra p h s  to read:

(11) " c o m m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  the State C o m m i s s i o n  for H u m a n  Rights;

(12) " e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r "  means the e x e c u t i v e  d i rector of the 

S t a t e  C o m m i s s i o n  for H u m a n  Rights;

(13) " p hysical h a n d i c a p "  means the e x i s t e n c e  or h i s t o r y  of an 

a n a t o m i c a l ,  p h y s i o l o g i c a l ,  or n e u r o l o g i c a l  disability, infirmity, m a l­

for m a t i o n ,  or d i s f i g u r e m e n t  w h i c h  is caused by injury, b i r th  defect, or 

i l l n e s s ;

(14) "sta t e "  i n c l u d e s  the Univ e r si t y  of Alaska and the j u d i­

cial, legislative, a n d  e x e c u t i v e  branches of state government i n c l ud i n g 

all de p a rtments, age n c i e s , c o m m i s s i o n s ,  councils, boards, d i v i s i o n s  and 

s e c t i o n s .

Sec. 5. AS 23 . 1 0 . 1 5 5  - 2 3 . 1 0 . 1 8 5  and 23.10.192 are repealed.
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