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I N  T H E  S E N A T E BY T H E  S T AT E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E  

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 565 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

Fo r  an Act e n t it l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  t o  N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  g o v e r n m e n t s .

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  A N D  PURPOSE. (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  has d e t e r m i n e d

t h a t  ii

(1) t h e re  e x i s t  in the s t a t e  s e v e r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  Native 

v i l l a g e  g o v e r n m e n t s  r e c o g n i z e d  as the t r a d i t i o n a l  local go ve r n m e n t ;  an d

(2) the l a w  and  c u s t o m s  of N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  g o v e r n m e n t s  i n c l u d e  

n o t i o n s  of d e m o c r a c y ,  l i b e r t y  and the e x e r c i s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  rights c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  the state a n d  f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

(b) It is the p u r p o s e  of this A c t  to

(1) i n s u r e  that the state r e c o g n i z e s  N a t i v e  v i l la g e  g o v e r n m e n t s  as 

l ocal g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e m  in the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of g o v e r n m e n t  for 

the b e n e f i t  of t h e i r  people; and

(2) p r o v i d e  for i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  the state g o v e r n m e n t  and 

N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  g o v e r n m e n t s .

* Sec. 2. A S  29 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  7 0 .  N A T I V E  V I L L A G E  G O V E R N M E N T S .

Sec. 2 9 . 7 0 . 0 1 0 .  NATIVE VILLAGE GOVERNMENTS. A Native v i l l a g e 

government, in a village which is not Incorporated and not an organized 

borough is recognized by the state as the governing body of that village 

A Native village government recognized by the state under this section 

Is eligible to participate in all state programs to the same extent and 

in the same manner as a second class city. A Native village government 

recognized under this section is entitled to notice concerning proposed
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actions by the state to the same extent as the g o v e r n m e n t  of a s e c o n d  

class city is e nt i t l e d  to notice. A Native v i l l a g e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e c o g n i z e d  

under this s e c t i o n  shall be c o n s u l t e d  by the s t a t e  o n  state a c t i o n s  and 

programs w h i c h  affect the v i l l a g e  to the same e x t e n t  that the g o v e r n m e n t  

of a sec o n d  class city is c o n s u l t e d  on state a c t i o n s  and programs.

Sec. 29.70.020. A G R E E M E N T S .  A Native v i l l a g e  g o v e r n m e n t  or g r o u p  

of Native villa g e  g o v e r n m e n t s  ma y  n e g o t i a t e  a g r e e m e n t s  wi t h  the c o m m i s­

sioner of c o m m u n i t y  and r e g ional affa i r s  r e g a r d i n g  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of s t a t e 

a ctiv i t i e s  w it h  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the Native v L l la g e  g o v e r n m en t  or g r o up  

of native village g o v e rn m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r o p o s a l s  to c o o r d i n a t e  s ta t e  

services w i t h  services p r o v i d e d  by a Native v i l l a g e  g o v er n m e n t  such as 

judicial s e rvices, law e n f o r c e m e n t  services, and c o r r e c t i o n a l  se r v i c e s .

(b) W h e n  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m u n it y  and regional a f f a i r 0 ..ego- 

tiates an a g reement u nd e r  this section, he shall first consul w i t h  the 

head of each principal e x e c u t i v e  depar t m e n t  w hi c h  ma y  be u ' f e c t ed  by the 

agreement. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of __'munity and r e g i o n a l .ffairs shall 

next submit the p r o po s e d  a g r e > me n t  to l . ° g o v e r n o r  The g o v e r n o r  may 

a p p r o v e  an a g reement and u^^ n  a p p r o v a l  the a g r e e m e n t  shall de f i n e  the 

r espe c t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the state and of the Native vill a g e 

g over n m e n t  d u r i n g  the p e r i o d  of time c o v e r ed  by the a greement.

Sec. 29.70.030. N O N D I S C R I M I N A T I O N .  A Native village g o v e r n m e n t  

w hich is a p a r t y to an a gr e e m e n t  under AS 2 9 . 7 0 . 0 2 0  may not adopt a r ul e  

or o p er a t e  a p r o g r a m  w h i c h  crea t e s  or e x t i n g u i s h e s  a benefit, l i a b i l i t y , 

privilege, i m m un i t y  or license de p e n d e n t  on racial c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  or 

m e m b e r s h i p  in a Nat i v e  tribe, clan, or o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  except that a 

N a t i ve  v i l l a g e  g o v e r n m e n t  ma y p a r t i c i p a t e  in f e d e r a l l y  fu n d e d  p r o g r a m s  

which p r o v i d e  servi c e s  to pers o n a  or o r g a n i z a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  of their 

status as Native persons or Native o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  V i o l a t i o n  of this 

section renders an agreement e n t e r e d  int o  u n d e r  AS 29.70.020 void.
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Sec. 2 9 . 7 0 . 0 4 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N S .  N o t h i n g  in thi s  c h a p t e r  a u t h o r i z e s  

the a l i e n a t i o n ,  e n c u m b r a n c e ,  or t a x a t i o n  of real or p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y ,  

i n c l u d i n g  w a t e r  rights, b e l o n g i n g  to a N a t i v e  p e r s o n  o r  N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  

that is h e l d  in t ru s t  b y  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  or is s u b j e c t  to a r e s t r i c t i o n  

a g a i n s t  a l i e n a t i o n  i m p o s e d  by the U n i t e d  States, or a u t h o r i z e s  r e g u l a t i o n  

of the u s e  of p r o p e r t y  in a m a n n e r  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a f e d e r a l  treaty, 

a g r e e m e n t ,  s t a tute, or a r eg u l a t i o n ,  o r  e x t e n d s  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the 

s t a t e  to a d j u d i c a t e  the o w n e r s h i p  or r i g h t  to p o s s e s s i o n  of p r o p e r t y .  

N o t h i n g  in this c h a p t e r  d e p r i v e s  a N a t i v e  pers o n ,  N a t i v e  v i l l a g e ,  or 

N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n  of an y  right, p r i v i l e g e  or i m m u n i t y  a f f o r d e d  u n d e r  

f e d e r a l  o r  state treaty, a g r e e m e n t ,  o r  law, or a l t e r s  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  

of the st a t e ,  its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  or a N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  g o v e r n m e n t .

Sec. 2 9 . 70 . 0 5 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r

(1) " N a t i v e  p e r s o n "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  m e e t s  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  

for m e m b e r s h i p  in a Na t i v e  v i l l a g e  or o r g a n i z a t i o n  a u t h o r i z e d ,  c h a r­

tered, o r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  of a N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  g o v e r n­

me n t  i

(2) " N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  g o v e r n m e n t "  m e a n s  a l o c a l  g o v e r n i n g  b od y  

o r g a n i z e d  b y  a u t h o r i t y  of the Act of C o n g r e s s  o f  J u n e  18, 1934, 25 U.S.C. 

sec. 476, or a local g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  of a N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  w h i c h  m e e t s  the 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act, 43 U.S . C .  secs.


