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BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY 
R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  L E G I S L A T I V E  

IN T H E  S E N A T E  C O U N C I L  BY R E Q U E S T

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 528

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

For a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a l t e r n a t i v e  e n e r g y  r e s e a r c h ,  d e­

v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. P U R P O S E S .  T h e  p u r p o s e s  of this Act are to

(1) s t i m u l a t e  r e s e a r c h ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of a l t e r n a­

tive e n e r g y  s o u r c e s !

(2) 5 £*»>••■ r e l i a n c e  o n  n o n r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  s o u r c e s ;  a n d

(3). the f i n a n c i n g  of r e s e a r c h ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  e n e r g y  s o u r c e s.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 5 . 8 8  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  2. A L T E R N A T I V E  E N E R G Y  RES E A R C H ,

D E V E L O P M E N T ,  A N D  D E M O N S T R A T I O N  GRANTS.

Sec. 4 5 . 8 8 . 0 5 0 .  A L T E R N A T I V E  E N E R G Y  R E S E A R C H , D E V E L O P M E N T ,  A N D  

D E M O N S T R A T I O N  FUND. T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  

a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  e n e r g y  r e s e a r c h ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

a n d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  fund. The f u n d  s h a l l  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  the d e p a r t­

me n t .  T h e  fund m a y  be f i n a n c e d  b y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .

Sec . 4 5 . 8 8 . 0 6 0 .  P O W E R S  O F  D E P A R T M E N T .  The d e p a r t m e n t  m a y

(1) e m p l o y  staff to a d m i n i s t e r  AS 4 5 . 8 8 . 0 5 0  - 4 5 . 8 8 . 1 0 0 t

(2) retain professional consultants and a d visors;

(3) adopt regulations and procedures to administer the fund;
I

(4) consider applications for grants and make grants for 

projects that will further the purposes of AS 45.88.050 - 45.88.100j

Sec. 45.88.070. APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS. A person may apply to
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the d e p a r t m e n t  for a g r an t  to c o n d u c t  r e s e a r c h  in, to d e v e l o p ,  or to 

d e m o n s t r a t e  a l t e r n a t i v e  e n e r g y  s o u rces. The d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  

the f o r m  for a p p l i c a t i o n s .  A n  a p p l i c a n t  shall d e s c r i b e  the n a t u r e  of his 

p r o p o s e d  r e s e a r c h ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  or d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r a c t i c a l  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  p o s s i b l e  r e s u l t s ,  the time w h i c h  will be r e q u i r e d  to 

c o m p l e t e  the r e s e a r c h ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  or d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  t he  p o t e n t i a l 

for u s i n g  th e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  res ea r c h ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  or d e m o n s t r a t i o n  in 

v a r i o u s  a r e a s  of the state.

Sec. 4 5 . 8 8 . 0 8 0 .  C R I T E R I A  FOR GRANTS. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  make 

g r a n t s  to a p p l i c a n t s  u n d e r  A S  4 5 . 8 8 . 0 7 0  a c c o r d i n g  to the f o l l o w i n g  

c r i t e r i a :

(1) t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall give p r e f e r e n c e  to a p r o j e c t  if, in

the o p i n i o n  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  the p o s s i b l e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  p r o j e c t  will

p r o v i d e  b e n e f i t s  or i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  are u s e f u l  in all a r e a s  of the 

s t a t e [

(2) the d e p a r t m e n t  ma y  g i v e  p r e f e r e n c e  to a p r o j e c t  T:'.»ich is

a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  by grants f r o m  the fede r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  or f r o m  o t h e r

p e r s o n s  if t h e  o th e r  g r a n t s  are c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p u r p o s e s  e x p r e s s e d  

in A S  4 5 . 8 8 . 0 5 0  - 4 5 . 8 8 . 1 0 0 ;

(3) the d e p a r t m e n t  shall give p r e f e r e n c e  to a p r o j e c t  w h i c h

m a k e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  to i n d i v i d u a l s ,  families, s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s ,  

a n d  s mall c o m m u n i t i e s  o n  the use of a l t e r n a t i v e  e n e r g y  s o u r c e s  in their 

h o m e s ,  p l a n t s ,  p l a c e s  of b u s i n e ss ,  and s mall c o m m u n i t i e s ;

(4) the d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of a g rant that 

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from the r e s e a r c h ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  or d e m o n s t r a­

t i o n  shall b e  p u b l i c  a n d  is not the p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  o f  a n y  person;

Sec. 4 5 . 8 8 . 0 8 5 .  A L T E R N A T I V E  E N E R G Y  PLAN. The d e p a r t m e n t  shall 

prepare a plan b y  N o v e m b e r  30 o f  e a c h  year. T h e  p l a n  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e

(1) the l o n g - t e r m  and  s h o r t - t e r m  o b j e c t i v e s  of the d e p a r t m e n t
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for the next five years for the r e s e a r c h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of a l t e r n a t i v e  

energy; and

(2) the m e t h o d  to be u s e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  to achieve t h o s e 

o b j e c t i v e s .

Sec. 4 5 .88.090. REPORTS. The d e p a r t m e n t  shall r e p o r t  its e x p e n d i­

tures and other a c t i v i t i e s  under AS 4 5 . 8 8 . 0 5 0  - 4 5 . 8 8 . 1 0 0  to the l e g i s­

lat u r e  by the 20th day of each r e gu l a r  legisl a t i v e  s e s s i o n . The d e p a r t­

me n t  shall incl u d e  in its report an a s s e s s m en t  of its pr o g r e s s  d u r i n g  

the previ o u s  year in m e e t i n g  the s h o r t - t e r m  and l o n g - t e r m  o b j e c t i v e s  in 

the plan p r e p a r e d  u nd e r  AS 45.88.085.

Sec. 4 5 .88.100. DEFINITIONS. In AS 4 5 . 8 8 . 0 5 0  - 45.88.100,

(1) " a l t e r n a t i v e  energy" means a form of energy, other t han 

h y d r o e l e c t r i c  e n e r g y  or e n er g y  f rom oil or natural gas, w h i c h  is 

r e n e w a b l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  but not limited to solar energy, w i n d  energy, 

e n e r g y  from m e t h a n e  p r o d u c e d  from solid waste, or e n e r g y  from o t h e r  

s o u r c e s  w h ic h  are not w i d e l y  used on a c o m m e rc i a l  basis* " a l t e r n a t i v e  

e n e r g y "  also means e n e r g y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  m e t h o d s  w h i c h  are not w i d e l y  use d 

on a comme rc i a l  basis, i n cluding but not limited to fuel cells;

(2) " d e p a r t m e n t "  means the D ep a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and 

E c o n o m i c  D e ve l opment;

(3) "fund" m eans the a l t e r n a t i v e  e n e r g y  research, d e v e l o p­

ment, and d e m o n s t r a t i o n  fund.

(4) "small c o mmunity" means a city, b o r o u g h  or u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  

a r e a  w h i c h  has a p o p u l a t i o n  of less than 5,000 a c c o r d i n g  to the latest 

U n i t e d  States census figures or a c c o r d i n g  to e s t i m a t e s  of p o p u l a t i o n  

c e r t i f i e d  as c o r r e ct  b y  the Depar t me n t  of C o m m u n i t y  an d  R e g ional 

A f f a ir s .
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