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I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

CS FOR S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 523 a m  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for

an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0 .  [ P U N I S H M E N T  AND] C I V I L  L I A B I L I T Y  FOR  D A M A G E S  TO 

O R  I N T E R F E R E N C E  W I T H  A U T I L I T Y  L I N E  A N D  FOR T A K I N G  U T I L I T Y  S E R V I C E  

[ I N J U R Y  TO, I N T E R F E R E N C E  W ITH, O R  O B S T R U C T I O N  O F  T E L E G R A P H ,  T E L E P H O N E ,  

E L E C T R I C ,  O R  GAS L I N E S ] .  A  p e r s o n  is c i v i l l y  [ G U I L T Y  O F  A M I S D E M E A N O R ,  

A N D  U P O N  C O N V I C T I O N  IS P U N I S H A B L E  B Y  A F I N E  O F  N O T  M O R E  T H A N  $500, O R  BY 

I M P R I S O N M E N T  FOR N O T  M O R E  T H A N  S I X  M O N T H S ,  O R  BY B O T H ,  A N D  IS] l i a b l e  to 

t h e  u t i l i t y  [ C O M P A NY  OR P E R S O N ]  w h o s e  p r o p e r t y  is d a m a g e d  [ I NJURED, OR 

L I N E  O B S T R U C T E D ,  O R  C U R R E N T  D I V E R T E D , ]  in a s u m  e q u a l  t o  t h r ee  t imes the 

a m o u n t  of the a c t u a l  d a m a g e s  s u s t a i n e d  [,] a n d  t h r e e  t i m e s  the v a l u e  of 

t h e  s e r v i c e  t a k e n  [PRICE O F  T H E  C U R R E N T ,  L I G H T ,  P O W E R ,  O R  GA S  D I V E R T E D  

O R  U S E D , ]  if he I n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  i n  the e x e r c i s e  o f  g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e

(1) d a m a g e s  [WILFULLY AND MALICIOUSLY CUTS, BREAKS, OR THROWS 

DOWN] a pole, tree, p i p e l i n e ,  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t  u s e d  i n  a u t i l i t y  line  [OF 

TELEGRAPH, TELEPHONE, GAS LINE, OR SYSTEM FOR THE TRANSMISSION OF LIGHT 

OR POWER BY USE OF ELECTRICITY, OR GAS BY PIPELINE];

(2) damages [WILFULLY AND MALICIOUSLY BREAKS, DISPLACES, OR

INJURES] an Insulator in use in the line [,] or damages or [WILFULLY AND

MALICIOUSLY CUTS, BREAKS, AND] removes from its insulator any wire used 

in a utility line [FOR ANY OF THE PURPOSES SET FORTH IN (1) OF THIS 

SECTION)|
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(3) d a m a g e 8 [BY A N Y  I N T E R F E R E N C E  W I L F U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  

D E S T R O Y S ]  the i n s u l a t i o n  of the l i n e  [,] or i n t e r r u p t s  the t r a n s m i s s i o n  

of the s e r v i c e  [ E L E C T R I C  C U R R E N T ]  t h r o u g h  it [,] or d a m a g e s  [ W I L F U L L Y  

A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  D E S T R O Y S ]  the p r o t e c t i v e  w r a p p i n g  of a w a te r ,  oil, or 

g a s  p i p e l i n e ;

(4) d a m a g e s  [ W I L F U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  I N J U R E S ,  M O L E S T S ,  O R  

D E S T R O Y S ]  p r o p e r t y  or m a t e r i a l s  [ A P P E R T A I N I N G  T O  A N Y  O F  T H E S E  L I N E S  OR] 

b e l o n g i n g  to a u t i l i t y  [T E L E G R A P H,  T E L E P H O N E ,  E L E C T R I C  L I G H T  O R  P O W E R  

C O M P A N Y ,  O R  G A S  C O M P A N Y ] t

(5) [ W I L F U L L Y  AN D  M A L I C I O U S L Y ]  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  the u s e  of a 

u t i l i t y  [ T E L E G R A P H ,  T E L E P H O N E ,  E L E C T R I C  L I G H T  O R  P O W E R  L I N E  OR G AS] 

line, o r  o b s t r u c t s  or p o s t p o n e s  the t r a n s m i s s i o n  of s e r v i c e  o v e r  a u t i­

li t y  [A M E S S A G E  O V E R  A T E L E G R A P H  O R  T E L E P H O N E ]  line [,] or p r o c u r e s  or 

a d v i s e s  d a m a g e  [INJURY, I N T E R F E R E N C E ,  O R  O B S T R U C T I O N ]  to a n y  u t i l i t y  

[ T E L E G R A P H ,  T E L E P H O N E ,  E L E C T R I C  L I G H T ,  P O W E R  O R  GAS] line;

(6) [ W I L F U L L Y  AN D  M A L I C I O U S L Y ]  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  or a l t e r s  a 

m e t e r  or o t h e r  d e v i c e  for the m e a s u r i n g  of s e r v i c e  f r o m  a u t i l i t y  [CU R­

RE N T ,  POW E R ,  O R  GAS]i or

(7) w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  of the u t i l i t y  takes s e r v i c e  fr o m

the u t i l i t y  [ A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  O W N E R  D IV E R T S ,  U S E S ,  O R  A P P R O P R I A T E S  A

M E S S A G E  OR C U R R E N T ]  o r  taps a w i r e  o r  line u s e d  for the t r a n s m i s s i o n  of 

s e r v i c e  [ M E S S AG E S ,  C U R R E N T ,  P O W E R  O R  GAS,] or p r o c u r e s  or a d v i s e s  this 

to b e  done.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) A p e r s o n  is c i v i l l y  l i a b l e  to the u t i l i t y  w h o s e  p r o p e r t y  is

n e g l i g e n t l y  d a m a g e d  u n d e r  (a)(1), (2), (3), or (4) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  in a

sura e q u a l  t o  th e  a m o u n t  of the d a m a g e s  s u s t a i n e d .

* S e c .  3. AS 4 2 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 1 .  J U R I S D I C T I O N .  T h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  h a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n
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o f  c ivil a c t i o n s  f i l e d  u n d e r  AS 4 2 . 20 . 0 3 0 .

*  Sec. 4. AS 4 2 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 4 2 .2 0 . 0 3 2 .  P R E S U M P T I O N  F R O M  US E OF  N O N M E T E R E D  U T I L I T Y  S E R­

VICE. It is p r e s u m e d  t h a t  a p e r s o n  i n t e n d e d  to d e p r i v e  a u t i l i t y  of 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  fo r  s e r v i c e  f r o m  the u t i l i t y  if

(1) the p e r s o n  p o s s e s s e s  or has a c c e s s  to a u t i l i t y  serv i c e 

m e t e r i n g  d e v i c e  w h i c h  is b e i n g  u s e d  to m e t e r  u t i l i t y  serv i ce  a n d  has 

b e e n  i n t e r f e r e d  with, avoided, o r  a l t e r e d  to i n h i b i t  o r  p r e v e n t  the 

a c c u r a t e  m e a s u r e m e n t  o f  u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  o f  the 

u t i l i t y  o r  the p e r s o n  h a s  acc e s s  to a u t i l i t y  line w h i c h  has b e e n  t a p p e d

w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  o f  the ut i l i t y ;  an d

(2) the p e r s o n  en j o y s  the use or r e c e i v e s  the e c o n o m i c  b e n e­

fit of the u n m e t e r e d  u t i l i t y  service; pro v i d e d,  howev e r ,  that p r i v a t e l y  

o w n e d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  "dis ks "  a r e  e x c e p t e d  if t h e y  are in c o m p l i a n c e  

w i t h  AS 42.20.30.

Sec. 4 2 .20.034. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In A S  4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  - 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 4

(1) " u t i l i t y "  m e a n s  a n  e nterprise, w h e t h e r  p u b l i c l y  or p r i­

v a t e l y  o w n e d  or o p e r a t e d ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  gas, ele c t r i c , steam, water,

sewer, o r  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  service;

(2) " s e r v i c e "  m ea n s  a commodity, p r od u c t ,  use, facility, 

c o n v e n i e n c e  or o t h e r  f o r m  of s e r v i c e  w h i c h  is o f f e r e d  and  p r o v i d e d  b y  a 

utility.

*  Sec. 5. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

070( c ) .
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