
BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  

IN TH E  S E N A T E  BY R E Q U E S T

S E N A T E  BILL NO. 523

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A BILL

For an Act e n t i t l e d:  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to p u b l i c  util i t i e s?  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for

an e f f e c t i v e  da t e ."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  I. AS 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d to read:

Sec. 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0 .  [P U N I S HM E N T  AND] C I V I L  L I A B I L I T Y  FOR D A M A G E S  TO 

A U T I L I T Y  L I N E  AND FOR T A K I N G  U T I L I T Y  S E R V I C E  [INJURY TO, I N T E R F E R E N C E  

WITH, O R  O B S T R U C T I O N  OF TELEGRAPH, T E L E P H O N E , ELECTRIC, O R  GAS L I N E S] .

A p e r s o n  is c i v i l l y  [GUILTY OF A M I S D E M E A N O R ,  AND UPON C O N V I C T I O N  IS 

P U N I S H A B L E  BY A F I N E  O F  N O T MORE T H A N  $500, OR BY I M P R I S O N M E N T  FOR N O T

M O R E  THA N S I X  MONTHS, O R  BY BOTH, A N D  IS] liable to the u t i l i t y  [ C O M P A N Y

OR PERSON] w h o s e  p r o p e r t y  is d a m a g e d [INJURED, O R  L I N E  O B S TR U C T E D ,  O R  

C U R R E N T  D I V E R T E D , ] in a sura equal to t h r e e  times the a m o u n t  of the 

a ctual d a m a g e s  s u s t a i n e d  [,] a n d  three times the value of the s e r v i c e  

t a k e n [PRICE OF T H E  CURRENT, LIGHT, POWER, O R  GAS D I V E R T E D  OR USED,) if 

h e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  or n e g l i g e n t l y

(1) d a m a g e s  [WILFULLY A ND  M A L I C I O U S L Y  CUTS, BREAKS, O R  T H R O W S  

DOWN] a pole, tree, p i peline, or o ther o b j e c t  used in a u t i l i t y  lin e [OF 

TELEG R A P H ,  TELEPHONE, GAS LINE, O R  S Y S T E M  FOR T H E  T R A N S M I S S I O N  O F  L I G H T  

O R  POWER B Y  USE O F  ELECTRICITY, OR GAS BY P I PELINE]?

(2) d a m a g e s  [W I LFULLY A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  BREAKS, D I SPLACES, OR 

INJURES] a n  i n s u l a t o r  in use in the line [,] or dama g e s  or [ W I L F U L L Y  A N D  

M A L I C I O U S L Y  CUTS, BREAKS, AND] r e m o v e s  f r o m  its i n s u l a t o r  any w i r e  u s e d  

In a u t i l i t y  line [FOR A N Y  O F  T H E  P U R P O S E S  SET F ORTH IN (1) O F  T H I S  

S E C T I O N ] ?
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(3) d a m a g e s  [BY AN Y  I N T E R F E R E N C E  W I L F U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  

DE S T R O Y S ] the i n s u l a t i o n  of the line [,] or i n t e r r u p t s  the t r a n s m i s s i o n  

of the s e r v i c e  [ E L E C T R I C  CURRENT] t h r o u g h  it [,] or d a m a g e s  [WILFULLY 

A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  D E S T R O Y S ]  the p r o t e c t i v e  w r a p p i n g  of a water, oil, or 

gas pip el i n e ;

(4) d a m a g e s  [ W I LFULLY A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  INJURES, MOLESTS, OR 

DES T R O Y S]  p r o p e r t y  o r  m a t e r i a l s  [ A P P E R T A I N I N G  TO ANY O F  T H E S E  L INES OR] 

b e l o n g i n g  to a u t i l i t y  [TELEGRAPH, TELEPHONE, E L E C T R I C  L I G H T  OR P OW E R  

COMPANY, O R  GAS C O M P A N Y ];

(5) [ W I L F U L L Y  AND  M A L I C I O U S LY ]  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  the use of a 

u t i l i t y  [TELEGRAPH, TELEP H O N E , E L E C T R I C  L I G H T  OR P O W E R  L I N E  OR GAS] 

line, or o b s t r u c t s  or p o s t p o n e s  the t r a n s m i s s i o n  of s e r v i c e  over a u t i­

lity [A M E S S A G E  O V E R  A T E L E G R A P H  OR T E L E P H O N E ]  line [,] or procures or 

a d v i s e s  damage [INJURY, INTERFERENCE, OR O B S T R U C T I O N ]  to any u t i li t y  

[TELEGRAPH, T E L EP H O N E ,  E L E C T R I C  LIGHT, P OWER OR GAS] line;

(6) [ W I L F U L L Y  AND  M AL I C I O U S L Y ]  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  or alters a 

m e t e r  or other d e v i c e  for the m e a s u r i n g  of s e r v i c e  f r o m  a u t i l it y  [ C U R­

RENT, POWER, O R  GAS]; or

(7) w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  of the u t i l i t y  takes serv i ce  f r o m  

the u t i l i t y  [ A U T H O R I T Y  OF THE O W N E R  DIVERTS, USES, O R  A P P R O P R I A T E S  A 

M E S S A G E  OR CURRENT] or taps a w ire or line use d  for the t r a n s m i s s i o n  of 

s e r v i c e  [MESSAGES, CURRENT, POWER OR GAS, ] or p r o c u r e s  or advises this 

to be done.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 2 . 2 0  is a m e n de d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c tions to read:

Sec. 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 2 .  P R E S U M P T I O N  FROM USE O F  N O N M E T E R E D  UTIL I T Y S E R­

VICE. It is p r e s u m e d  that a p e r s o n  i n t e n d e d  to d e p r i v e  a u t i l i t y  of 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  for s e r v i c e  from the u t i l i t y  if

(I) t h e  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s e s  or has access to a utility se r v i c e  

m e t e r i n g  device w h i c h  has bee n  i n t e r f e r e d  with, a vo ided, or a l t e r e d  to
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i n h i b i t  or p r e v e n t  the a c c u r a t e  m e a s u r e m e n t  of u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  w i t h o u t  

the p e r m i s s i o n  of the u t i l i t y  or the p e r s o n  h a s  a c c e s s  to a u t i l i t y  line 

w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t a p p e d  w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  of the u t i l i t y ;  a n d

(2) t h e p e r s o n  e n j o y s  the u s e  o r  r e c e i v e s  the b e n e f i t  of the 

u n m e t e r e d  u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e .

Sec .  4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 4 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In A S  4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  - 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 4

(1) " u t i l i t y "  m e a n s  a p u b l i c ,  p r i v a t e ,  or o t h e r  t ype of 

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  c o m p a n y ,  i n d i v i d u a l ,  or a s s o c i a t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e i r  

lessees, t r u s t e e s ,  or r e c e i v e r s  that o w n s ,  o p e r a t e s ,  m a n a g e s ,  or c o n ­

trols a plant, p i p e l i n e  or s y s t e m  for

(A) f u r n i s h i n g  e l e c t r i c a l  s e r v i c e  to the p u b l i c  for 

c o m p e n s a t i o n ;

(B) f u r n i s h i n g  c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n ,  t e l e p h o n e ,  or t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  to the p u b l i c  for c o m p e n s a t i o n ;

(C) f u r n i s h i n g  wat e r ,  s e w e r ,  or s t e a m  s e r v i c e  to the 

p u b l i c  for c o m p e n s a t i o n ;  an d

(D) f u r n i s h i n g  oil or n a t u r a l  or m a n u f a c t u r e d  gas to the 

p u b l i c  for c o m p e n s a t i o n ;

(2) " s e r v i c e "  m e a n s  a c o m m o d i t y ,  p r o d u c t ,  use, f a c i l i t y ,  

c o n v e n i e n c e  or o t h e r  f o r m  of s e r v i c e  w h i c h  is o f f e r e d  an d  p r o v i d e d  by a 

u t i l i t y  r e g u l a t e d  or c e r t i f i c a t e d  by th e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m­

m i s s i o n  u n d e r  AS 4 2 . 0 5  for the c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  n e c e s s i t y  of the p u b l i c .

* Sec. 3. T h i s  Act t a ke s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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