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For an Act e n t i t l e d :

BY T H E  F R E E  C O N F E R E N C E  C O M M I T T E E  

F R E E  C O N F E R E N C E  CS FOR S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 514 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

"A n  Act a m e n d i n g  c r i m i n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to 

c r u e l t y  to a n i m a l s ,  d e f i n i n g  the c r i m e  of p r o m o t i n g  an 

e x h i b i t i o n  of f i g h t i n g  a n i m a l s ,  an d  p r o h i b i t i n g  the 

d e s t r u c t i o n  of a n i m a l s  b y  the u s e  of a d e c o m p r e s s i o n  

c h a m b e r :  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 1 4 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

S ec. 1 1 . 6 1 . 1 4 0 .  C R U E L T Y  T O  A N I M A L S .  (a) A p e r s o n  c o m m i t s  the 

c r i m e  of c r u e l t y  to a n i m a l s  if he

(1) i n t e n t i o n a l l y  i n f l i c t s  s e v e r e  and p r o l o n g e d  p h y s i c a l  p a i n  

or s u f f e r i n g  o n  an a n i m a l :

(2) r e c k l e s s l y  n e g l e c t s  an an i m a l and, as a res u l t of that 

n e g l e c t ,  c a u s e s  t h e  d e a t h  of the animal or c a u s e s  s e v e r e  p a i n  or 

s u f f e r i n g  to the a n i m a l ; or

(3) k i l l s  an an i m a l  by the u s e  of a d e c o m p r e s s i o n  ch a m b e r .

(b) It is a d e f e n s e  to a p r o s e c u t i o n  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  that the 

c o n d u c t  o f  the d e f e n d a n t

(1) c o n f o r m e d  to a c c e p t e d  v e t e r i n a r y  p r a c t i c e ;

(2) w a s  p a r t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  g o v e r n e d  by a c c e p t e d  

s t a n d a r d s ;  or

(3) w a s  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c i d e n t  to lawful h u n t i n g  or t r a p p i n g  

a c t i v i t i e s .

(c) In this s e c t i o n ,  " a n i m a l "  m e a n s  a v e r t e b r a t e  l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e  

no t  a h u m a n  b e i n g ,  b u t  d o e s  not i n c l u d e  fish.
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(d) C r u e l t y  to a n i m a l s  is a class A m i s d e m e a n o r .

* Sec. 2. AS  11.61 is am e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 11.6 1. 1 4 5 .  P R O M O T I N G  AN E X H I B I T I O N  OF F I G H T I N G  A N I M A L S .  (a)

A p e r s o n  c o m m i t s  the c r im e  of p r o m o t i n g  an e x h i b i t i o n  of f i g h t i n g  a n i­

mal s  if he

(1) owns, p o s se s s e s ,  keeps, or trains an animal w i t h  intent

that it be e n g a g e d  in an e x h i b i t i o n  of f ig h t i n g  animal si

(2) i n s t i gates, p r o m o t e s  or has a p e c u n i a r y  i n t e r e s t in an

e x h i b i t i o n  of f i g h t i n g  animal s ;  or

(3) attends an e x h i b i t i o n  of f i g h t i n g  animals.

(b) T h e  animals, e q u i p m e n t , v e h i c le s ,  money and o t h e r  personal

p r o p e r t y  u s e d  by a p er s o n  in a v i o l a t i o n  of (a)(1) or (2) of this s e c­

tion s h a l 1 be f o r f e it e d  to the state if the person is c o n v i c t e d  of an

o f f e n s e  u n d e r  this section.

(c) In this section, " a n i m a l "  m e a n s  a v e r t e b r a t e  living c r e a t u r e  

not a h u m a n  being, hut does not include fish.

(d) P r o m o t i n g  an e x h i b i t i o n  of f i g h t i n g  anim a l s

(1) u nder (a)(1) or (2) of this section is a c lass C felony;

(2) u n de r  (a)(3) of this s e c t i o n  is a v i o l a t i o n  for the f i r s t

o f f e n s e  and a class B m i s d e m e a n o r  for the second and e ach s u b s e q u e n t  

o f f e n s e .

* Sec. 3. AS 0 3.60 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a new s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 0 3 .60.005. USE O F  D E C O M P R E S S I O N  C H A M B E R  P ROHIBITED.

It is u n l awful for a v e t e r i n a r i a n  or o t h e r  p e r s o n  to d e s t r o y  an animal

b y  the use of a d e c o m p r e s s i o n  chamber.

* Sec. 4. This Act takes ef fe c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  with AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

070(c).
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