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BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E  

CS FOR SEN AT E  BIL L  NO. 514 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S EC O N D  S E S S I O N  

A HILL

"An Act a m e n d i n g  the criminal p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to 

cruelty to animals and e s t a b l i s h i n g  the c r i m e  of 

p r o m o t i n g  an e x h i b i t i o n  of f i g h t i n g  a n im a l s )  and

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "
ii

10|BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S TATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 11. 6 1 . 1 4 0  is r e p e a l e d  and r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 11.61.140. C R U E L T Y  TO ANIMALS. (a) A p e r s o n  c o m m i t s  the

crime of c r u e l t y  to a n i m a l s  if he i n t e n t i o n a l l y  infli c t s s e v e r e  and 

p r o l o n g e d  p h y s i c a l  pain or s u f f e r i n g  on an animal.

(b) Tt is a d e f e n se  to a p r o s e c u t i o n  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  that the

c o n d u c t  of the def e n d a nt

(1) c o n f o r m e d  to a c c e p t e d  v e t e r i n a r y  p r actice;

(2) was part of s ci e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  g o v e r n e d  by a c c e p t e d  

standards; or

(3) was n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c id e n t  to lawful h u n t i n g  or t r a p p i n g  

a c t i v i t i e s .

(c) In this section, " a n i m a l "  means a v e r t e b r a t e  l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e  

not a human being, but does not include fish.

(d) C r u e l t y  to a n i m a l s  is a class A m i s d e m e a n o r .

* Sec. 2. AS 11.61 is a m e n d e d  by ad d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 11.61.145. P R O M O T I N G  A N  E X H I B I T I O N  O F  F I G H T I N G  A N I M A L S .  (a)

A p e r s o n  c o m m i t s  the c r i m e  of p r o m o t i n g  an e x h i b i t i o n  of f i g h t i n g  a n i­

ma l s  if he

(1) owns, p o s s e s s e s ,  keeps, or trains a n  a n i m a l  w i t h  intent
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t h a t  it be e n g a g e d  in a n  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  f i g h t i n g  a n i m a l s ;

(2) i n s t i g a t e s ,  p r o m o t e s  or h as  a p e c u n i a r y  i n t e r e s t  in an 

e x h i b i t i o n  of f i g h t i n g  a n i m a l s ;  or

(3) a t t e n d s  a n  e x h i b i t i o n  of f i g h t i n g  a n i m a l s .

(b) The a n i m a l s ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  v e h i c l e s ,  m o n e y  and o t h e r  i t e m s  u s e d  

b y  a p e r s o n  in a v i o l a t i o n  of  (a)(1) or (2) of t hi s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be 

f o r f e i t e d  to the s t a t e  if the p e r s o n  is c o n v i c t e d  of an o f f e n s e  u n d e r  

this s ec t i o n .

(c) In this s e c t i o n ,  " a n i m a l "  m e a n s  a v e r t e b r a t e  l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e  

not a h u m a n  being, but doe s  n o t  i n c l u d e  fish.

(d) P r o m o t i n g  a n  e x h i b i t i o n  of f i g h t i n g  a n i m a l s

(1) u n d e r  (a)(1) o r  (2) of this s e c t i o n  is a c l a s s  C felo n y ;

(2) u n d e r  (a)(3) of this s e c t i o n  is a v i o l a t i o n  for t h e  f i r s t 

o f f e n s e  and a class R m i s d e m e a n o r  for the s e c o n d  and e a c h  s u b s e q u e n t  

o f f e n s e .

* Sec. 3. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . -  

0 7 0 ( c )  .
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