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I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS FOR CS FOR S E N A T E  B IL L  NO. 509 (Finance)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For an Act: enti t l e d :  " A n  Act  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  in

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  a m e n d i n g  the s t a t u t e s  

r e l a t i n g  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;  t r a n s f e r r i n g  c e r t a i n

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f u n c t i o n s  to t hose d i v i s i o n s ;  and

p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. I N T E N T  A N D  PU R P O S E .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds and d e c l a r e s  that

(1) a d e q u a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f a c i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  

at r e a s o n a b l e  and  a f f o r d a b l e  r a t e s  are e s s e n t i a l  to the c o n d u c t  of g o v e r n­

ment, c o m m e r c e  an d  p r i v a t e  life and that t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  

be a v a i l a b l e ,  to the e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  to all a g e n c i e s  and c i t i z e n s  of the 

s t a t e  r e g a r d l e s s  of l o c a t io n ;

(2) the g e n e r a t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  e x c h a n g e  a n d  u s e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  

h a v e  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i t a l  e l e m e n t s  of social, e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  and 

g o v e r n m e n t  p r o c e s s e s ,  an d  c o n s t i t u t e  b o t h  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of an d a n  e s s e n­

tial e l e m e n t  in s u p p o r t  of t h o s e  p r o c e s s e s ;

(3) t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m a y  o f t e n  o f f e r  the o n l y  e f f e c t i v e  a l t e r­

n a t i v e  to t i m e - c o n s u m i n g  an d i n c r e a s i n g l y  e x p e n s i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of p e r s o n s  

a n d  the i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  p o s s e ss ;

(4) c u r r e n t  a n d  p r o j e c t e d  p u b l i c , b u s i n e s s  an d g o v e r n m e n t  needs 

for a d d i t i o n a l  a n d  e n h a n c e d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  an d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t r a n s f e r  

s e r v i c e s  and e q u i p m e n t  are h i g h l y  d i v e r s e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  the i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m­

ple x  and i n t e r a c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  of the soc i a l  and e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m s  a n d  i n­

st i t u t i o n s  of the state, a n d  the i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  and d i v e r s i f i e d  r ole
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of i n f o r m a t i o n  in these s y s t e m s  an d  i ns t i t u t i o n s ;

(5) the f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the s t a t e ' s  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  

s e c t o r s  wi l l  d e p e n d  g r e a t l y  on the i n n o v a t i v e  use of n e w  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s e r v i c e s  and t e c h n i q u e s  n o w  b e c o m i n g  a v a i l a b le :

(6) t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  can h e l p  r e d u c e  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  of A l a s k a n s  

w i t h i n  the state and f r o m  the r e m a i n d e r  of the s t a t e s  of the U n i t e d  St a t es  

and the c o u n t r i e s  of the world;

(7) the e x i s t i n g  l o c a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  and o p e r a t e d  p u b l i c  n o n c o m m e r­

cial r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  s y s t e m  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  to be e n c o u r a g e d  and s u p p o r t e d  

b y  the state, and, in o r d e r  to p r o v i d e  this s e r v i c e  to all of A l a s k a ' s  c i t i­

zens, p l a n n e d  g r o w t h  of the s y s t e m  mus t  be s u p e r v i s e d  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  the

s t a l e ;

(8) i m p r o v e d  a nd  m o r e  w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

for all A l a s k a n s  can be g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  e x p l o i t i n g  the a b i l i t y  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t e c h n o l o g i e s  to m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  the h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  e d u­

ca t i o n  and i n s t r u c t i o n  in all p a rt s  of the state;

(9) it is in the i n t e r e s t  of all c i t i z e n s  of the s t a t e  for the 

s t a t e  to f a c i l i t a t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of bot h  b a s i c  and a d v a n c e d  t e l e c o m m u n i­

cat i o n s  s e r v i c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  to be a v a i l a b l e  to all its c i t i z e n s  for t heir 

i n d i v i d u a l  and m u t u a l  b e n e f i t ;  and

(10) t hese g o a l s  c a n  be b e s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  c o o r d i n a t i n g  all of 

the s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h  one d e p a r t m e n t ,  to a s s u r e  

a s e d  e f f i c i e n c y  in p r o v i d i n g  the p u b l i c  b e n e f i t s  of

(A) c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p l a n n i n g  for the state;

(B) i n c r e a s e d  accoiantabi 1 ity for a d e q u a t e ,  r e l i a b l e ,  and 

c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m  d e v e l o p m e n t ;

(C) i n c r e a s e d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  in c o o r d i n a t i n g  a n d  a s s i s t i n g  

p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  users;

(D) the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of c o n s i s t e n t  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  for the
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s t a t e  r e l a t e d  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  a n d  s er v i c e s ,  an d b e t t e r  

p u b l i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the s t a t e ' s  p o l i c i e s  a nd  p r o g r a m s .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 2 1  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  4. T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 7 2 .  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  D I V I S I O N S .  T h e r e  is e s t a b­

li s h e d  in the d e p a r t m e n t

(1) a d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r vi c e s ;  and

(2) a d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 7 4 .  D E P U T Y  C O M M I S S I O N E R .  (a) T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

d i v i s i o n s  s h a l l be a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the d e p a r t­

m e n t  a p p o i n t e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(b) T h e  d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s hall

(1) p r o v i d e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  for the a c t i v i t i e s  of the 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s ;

(2) a s s u r e  that d i v i s i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  in no w a y  c o n s t i t u t e  an 

i n f l u e n c e  on the c o n t e n t  or a i r i n g  of p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  r e p o r t  to the 

g o v e r n o r ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  a n d  the P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  or 

the I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  an y  r e q u e s t  or a t t e m p t  

to i n f l u e n c e  the c o n t e n t  or a i r i n g  of p r o g r a m  m a t e r i a l .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 7 6 .  P O W E R S  A N D  DU T I E S  OF  T H E  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  D I V I­

SIONS. (a) T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s ,  as d i r e c t e d  b y  the d e p u t y  

c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  s hall

(1) a d v i s e  the g o v e r n o r  o n  m a t t e r s  of p o l i c y  a n d  c o m p r e h e n­

sive s t a t e  p l a n n i n g  for t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s ;

(2) m a k e  an a n n u a l  r e p o r t  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d to the l e g i s­

latu r e  on  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s ;

(3) c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of L a w  to i n s u r e  the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  in m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the 

a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  a d e q u a c y ,  c o s t  a n d  d e s i g n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  se r v i c e s
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and f a c i l i t i e s  b e f o r e  s t at e  an d  fede ra l  legal and r e g u l a t o r y  f o r u m s  5

(4) c o o r d i n a t e ,  m a n a g e ,  and s u p e r v i s e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  

i n  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the m a n a g e m e n t  of t h o s e  t e l e c o m m u n i­

ca t i o n  s e r v i c e s  for the state o b t a i n e d  f r o m  c o m m o n  c a r r i e r s  a n d  f r o m  the 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  Indus try 5

(5) w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  p r o v i d e  tecuiii-Ccix auu c o n s o r t i n g  a s s i s t­

anc e  to the e x e c u t i v e ,  j u d i ci a l ,  and l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h e s  of s t a t e  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  to the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alas k a ,  and to p r i v a t e  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  

a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  r e q u e s t  s uch a s s i s t a n c e  in f a c i l i t y  p r o c u r e m e n t  and 

l e a s i n g  an d  in i d e n t i f y i n g  l o n g - r a n g e  g o a l s  and o b j e c t i v e s  for the s t a t e  

and its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  in all a s p e c t s  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  public, e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(6) p r e p a r e  and m a i n t a i n  a s ta t e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  to f u r t h e r  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d e v e l o p m e n t  

and to m e e t  s ta t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e e d s  and p r e p a r e  and m a i n t a i n  a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n v e n t o r y  of all state c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(7) p r o c u r e  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  or c e r t i f i e d  a n d

f r a n c h i s e d  u t i l i t i e s  w h e n e v e r  f e a s i b l e ;  c o n t r a c t  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

m a n a g e m e n t ,  o p e r a t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  and 

d e v e l o p  a p r o c u r e m e n t  p o l i c y  u n d e r  AS 37.05; the p r o c u r e m e n t  p o l i c y  w i l l  

a c c o u n t  for all f a c t o r s  w h e n  d e c i d i n g  the m e t h o d  of p r o c u r e m e n t ,  i n c l u d­

ing lease, p u r ch a s e ,  rental, or c o m b i n a t i o n s  of lease, p u r c h a s e  and 

rentai; the f a c t o r s  i n c l u d e  but are not l i m i t e d  to life c y cl e  c o s ting, 

d i r e c t  or s e c o n d a r y  impa c t s  w h i c h  m a y  r e a s o n a b l y  be e x p e c t e d  in long 

d i s t a n c e  or local t e l e p h o n e  rates, and r e a l i z e a b l e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  an d  cost 

f a c t o r s  in both s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  an d  the a f f e c t e d  p o r t i o n s  of the c o m­

mu n i c a t i o n s  i n d u s t r y ;

(8) p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and a s s i s t a n c e  to s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  to 

p r o m o t e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and u n i t y  in the p r e p a r a t i o n  of a g e n c y
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(9) a p p l y  for a n d  a c c e p t  f e d e r a l  an d  p r i v a t e  mo n e y , p r o pe r t y ,  

or a s s i s t a n c e ,  tha t  m a y  be a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  g r a n t e d  or o t h e r w i s e  m a d e  

a v a i l a b l e  to the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  a n d  use  an d  d i s p e r s e  m o n e y  

a n d  p r o p e r t y  for p u r p o s e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the terms of AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 7 2  -

4 4 . 2 1 . 1 8 8  s u b j e c t  to r e a s o n a b l e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  b y  the g r a n t o r ;

(10) p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t s  in p l a n n i n g ,  

a n d  a s s i s t  A l a s k a ' s  local g o v e r n m e n t s ,  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  an d  

c o u n c i l s ,  in p l a n n i n g  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(11) p r o v i d e  for the o r d e r l y  t r a n s i t i o n  to n e w  t e l e c o m m u n i­

ca t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  and s y s t e m s  b y  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ;

(12) s e r v e  as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  for i n f o r m a t i o n ,  data, an d  o th e r  

m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  or h e l p f u l  to fe d e r a l ,  s t a t e or local 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  systems; 

and

(13) c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t hose of 

o t h e r  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  to the f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  to 

a v o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  d u p l i c a t i o n ;

(14) p r o v i d e  t h a t  all a c t i v i t i e s  of the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

d i v i s i o n s  are r e s p o n s i v e  to e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  s t a t u t e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and 

to the r e g u l a t i o n s  and r u l i n g s  of the F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n .

(b) Th e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s ,  as d i r e c t e d  b y  the d e p u t y  

c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  m a y

(1) c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  w i t h  local, r e g i o n a l ,  s t a te

and f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  p r i v a t e  g r o u p s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and w i t h  o f f i­

cials, of o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  p r o v i n c e s  an d  states;

(2) e n t e r  into c o n t r a c t s  an d  s u b c o n t r a c t s  on b e h a l f  of the

s t a t e  to c a r r y  out the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 4 4 . 2 1 , 1 7 2  - 4 4, 2 1 . 1 8 8 ;

plans and programs involving the use of telecommunications;
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(3) act for the s t a te  in the i n i t i a t i o n ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

e v a l u a t i o n  of or p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in p r o g r a m s  r e l a t e d  to the p u r p o s e s  of 

the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  w h i c h  i n v o l v e  m o r e  t h a n  one g o v e r n m e n t  

or g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t ;

(4) on b e h a l f  of the state, a p p l y  for, a c c e p t  and e x p e n d  

gifts or gr a n t s  m a d e  to the s tate if the gifts or gr a n t s  are for the 

p u r p o s e s  of 'Further,! ng the o b j e c t i v e s  of the to l.ecommunl ca t i ons divi- 

s i o n s ;

(5) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  to o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  tor the pur -  

pose of c a r r y i n g  out the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 7 2  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 8 8 .

(c) Th e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  m a y  not attempt: to i n f l u e n c e  

or a ff e c t  the c o n t e n t  or a i r i n g  of p r o g r a m  m a t e r i a l  o t h e r  t h a n  by t h o s e  

p r o c e d u r e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e d  for b y  statute.

(d) In p r o c e e d i n g s  b e f o r e  the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  

the d e p a r t m e n t  s hall r e i m b u r s e  the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  

for the r e a s o n a b l e  c osts of o b t a i n i n g  o u t s i d e  c o u n s e l  r m d e r  AS 4 2 . 0 5 . -  

111(b) if the a t t o r n e y  geireral el ec t s  to r e p r e s e n t  the t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations d i v i s i o n s .

Sec. 44 . 2 1 . 1 7 8 .  D I V I S I O N  OF P U B L I C  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  SE R VICES.

(a) The d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  shall be a d­

m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d i r e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(b) The d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  shall p r o­

vide techn i c a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  and gra n t s  to e d u c a t i o n a l  and  p u b l i c  t e l e­

co m m u n i c a t i o n s  users in o r d e r  to a s s i s t  in the c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  for all s p e c i a l i z e d  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s .  The 

d i v i s i o n  shall p r o v i d e

(1) c o o r d i n a t i o n  an d s u p p o r t  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  

for i n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and a s s i s t a n c e  in p r e­

p a r a t i o n  of a p p l i c a t i o n s  for gr a n t s r e l a t e d  to p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t  as
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m a y  be r e q u e s t e d  by

(A) p u b l i c  nc h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  and the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u­

cation;

(B) the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alas k a ;  a n d

(C) o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  as a p p r o v e d  b y  the d e p u t y  

c o m m i s s i o n e r ;

(2) c o o r d i n a t i o n  an d  s u p p o r t  for all p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  

f u n c t i o n s  in the s t a t e  as follows:

(A) the d i v i s i o n  sh a l l  e n c o u r a g e  r e s p o n s i b l e  local 

c o n t r o l  of all p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t  e n t i t i e s  in the state;

(B) the d i v i s i o n  s h al l  p u r s u e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of p u b l i c  

b r o a d c a s t  s e r v i c e s  to all r e s i d e n t s  of the state, and, in c o n s u l t a­

ti o n  w i t h  the P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n ,  d e v e l o p  an d  s u b m i t  to 

the g o v e r n o r  an d l e g i s l a t u r e ,  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of th e  P u b l i c  

B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  a f t e r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  a t w o - y e a r  

d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  of p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  in the state;

(C) the d i v i s i o n  m a y  not c o n t r o l  or be r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

the p r o g r a m  c o n t e n t  or p o l i c y  o f  p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t e r s  e x c e p t  that 

g r a n t s  or t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  m a y  not be g i v e n  to a b r o a d c a s t e r  

w h o  is in v i o l a t i o n  of f e d e r a l  or s t a t e  laws;

(3) c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d s u p p o r t  for h e a l t h  and s a f e t y - r e l a t e d  

f u n c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d c l i e n t  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  by 

state, f e d eral, an d  p r i v a t e  a g e nc i e s ;

(4) c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  

for p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in s t a t e - f i n a n c e d  se r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the 

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  p r o c e s s ,  as m a y  be s t a t u t o r i l y  r e q u i r e d  or o t h e r w i s e  

a p p r o p r i a t e ;

(5) a s s i s t a n c e  to the regionaliz.ation of i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  by local sc h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  or o t h e r  local an d
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r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  age n c i e s ,  t h r o u g h  design, d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and p r o m o t i o n  

by  the d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  ser v i ce s ;

(6) e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of o p e r a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  b y  the d i v i s i o n  of 

p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c es  u p o n  r e v i e w  and a p p r o v a l  by the 

a p p r o p r i a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  c o m m i s s i o n s ;

(7) a s s i s t a n c e  to the P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  and the 

I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  and a n y  c o m m i s s i o n - d e s i g­

nat e d  s u b c o m m i t t e e s ,  as n e c e s s a r y  to p e r f o r m  a s s i g n e d  d i v i s i o n  f u n c t i o n s  

the d i v i s i o n  shall c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h es e  c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  s u b c o m m i t t e e s  in 

o r d e r to d e v e l o p  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  are r e s p o n s i v e  to the user g r o u p s  w h i c h  

ar e  r e p r e s e n t e d  on the c o m m i s s i o n s .

(c) Th e  d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  shall 

study, p l a n  and d e v e l o p  i n t e g r a t e d  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s e r v i c e s  for all r e s i d e n t s  of the state, and s h a l l  a n n u a l l y  r e p o r t  on

7 i u r r o n f '  F  i  o  n  s  1  t t  m  o  m  i  n c  b r n n h i  n n o l  f *  o  1  f \  /"» n m r n i  ' ? / • ■>  m e ?  o  m  r \K J. U  I .  I J  U- U  J -  « J  V- <- r  .1. y  A . i U O  U  J .  U V ^  I -  4 . U U U J .  ^  -L V / J . l l l l i C I - . l .  J. -L. < -I 1~ J -  V_> L J. V? a  V C  J -  V  . L  6  7 . 0 0  C .I J J. C . l  ?

w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  and 

a fter p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  su b m it  to the g o v e r n o r  and the l e g i s l a t u r e  an 

u p d a t e d  two y ear d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  education] 

a g e n c i e s  and the I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n .

(d) Th e  d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  shall,

a f t e r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  su b m i t to the g o v e r n o r  a n n u a l l y  a t w o - y e a r

d e v e l o p m e n t  p lan for t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  and ser v ic e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

f a c i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s  u s e d  b y  b o t h  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  a n d  g r ou p s  o t he r  

than s t a t e a g encies.

(e) T h e  d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  m a y  not

own, operate, or be the l i c e n s e e  of a p u b l i c  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  b r o a d c a s t

s t a t i o n  or p r o d u c t i o n  center.

(f) N o t h i n g  in this s e c t i o n  is i n t e n d e d  to i m p l y  d i v i s i o n  r e­

s p o n s i b i l i t y  for p r o g r a m m i n g  content. P r o g r a m  design, p r o d u c t i o n ,  and
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u s e  r e m a i n  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the p r o g r a m - s p o n s o r i n g  agen c y ,  no t  the 

d i v i s io n .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 8 0 .  P U B L I C  B R O A D C A S T I N G  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) T h e  P u b l i c  

B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s­

t r a t i o n  w i t h  a n  e x i s t e n c e  i n d e p e n d e n t  of and s e p a r a t e  f r o m  the d e p a r t­

ment. The c o m m i s s i o n  is c r e a t e d  to e n c o u r a g e  a n d  s u p e r v i s e  the d e v e l o p­

me n t  of a n  i n t e g r a t e d  p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s y s t e m  for the s t a t e  a nd  for 

the c o o r d i n a t i o n  of all p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s t a t i o n s .  Th e  P u b l i c  B r o a d­

ca s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s t s  of the f o l l o w i n g  n i n e  m e m b e r s :

(1) two m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the p u b l i c  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  in the

s t a t e  w h o  are n o t  e m p l o y e e s  of a p u b l i c  r a d i o  l i c ensee, a p p o i n t e d  b y  the

g o v e r n o r  f r o m  a list of si x  n o m i n e e s ;  e a c h  g o v e r n i n g  b o a r d  of a p u b l i c  

r a d i o  l i c e n s e e  shall s e l e c t  a c a n d i d a t e  a n d  the s i x  c a n d i d a t e s  r e c e i v i n g  

the m o s t  v o t e s  of the p u b l i c  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t  l i c e n s e e s  in the s t a t e

shall be the n o m i n e e s  s u b m i t t e d  to the g o v e r n o r ;

(2) two m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  

in the s t a t e  w h o  ar e  n o t  e m p l o y e e s  of a p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  li c e n s ee ,  

a p p o i n t e d  by th e  g o v e r n o r  f r o m  a list of s i x  n o m i n e e s ;  e a c h  g o v e r n i n g  

b o a r d  of a p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  l i c e n s e e  shall s e l e c t  a c a n d i d a t e  a n d  the 

si x  c a n d i d a t e s  r e c e i v i n g  the mo s t  v o t e s  of the p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  

b r o a d c a s t  l i c e n s e e s  shall be the n o m i n e e s  s u b m i t t e d  to the g o v e r n o r ;

(3) four  m e m b e r s  of the gener a l  p u b l i c  a p p o i n t e d  by the

g o v e r n o r ,  one of w h o m  shall b e  a r e s i d e n t  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  or v i l l a g e

w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  of 2 , 0 0 0  or less, one of w h o m  shall be a r e s i d e n t  of a 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  of m o r e  t h a n  2 ,000 b u t  less t h a n  20,000, 

one of w h o m  shall be a r e s i d e n t  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  of

m o r e  than  2 0 , 0 0 0  and  o n e  m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  at large;

(4) on e  m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  by  the g o v e r n o r  f r o m  a list of t hree 

n o m i n e e s  p r o v i d e d  by a r e c o g n i z e d  c o m m e r c i a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  trade organiza-
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(5) in the case of p u b l i c  broadcast: l i c e n s e s  h e l d  by the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  the a p p l i c a b l e  p o l i c y  a d v i s o r y  council e s t a b l i s h e d  

b y  the B o a r d  of R e g e n t s  shall be the g o v e r n i n g  b o a r d  u n d e r  (1) a n d  (2) 

of this s u b s e c t i o n .

(b) T h e  duties of the P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  i n c l u d e

(1) the r e v i e w  of po l i c i e s  of the d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m­

m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  r e l a t i n g  to p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g ;

(2) the r e v i e w  and approval of p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  

to pu b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  b e f o r e  their a d o p t i o n  by the d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  and b e f o r e  g i v i n g  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  u n d e r

AS 44.6 2 .1 9 0 ;

(3) the r e v i e w  and approval of g r a n t  r e q u e s t s  by p u b l i c  

b r o a d c a s t i n g  s t a tions; the d e c i s i o n s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  the 

o r i ginal r e q u e s t s  of the p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  sta ti o n s ,  shall be f o r­

war d e d  to the g o v e r n o r  an d  the l e g i s lature;

(4) the approval of the a p p o i n t m e n t  of the d i v i s i o n  s t a ff  

m e m b e r  who will d i r e c t l y  s u p e r v i s e  the p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of 

the d i v i s i o n  of pu b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  ser v i c e s ;

(5) the r e v i e w  and approval of the p o l i c i e s  and g u i d e l i n e s  

fo r  the p r e p a r a t i o n  b y  the d i v i s i o n  of pu b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s e r v i c e s  of a c o n t i n u i n g  t w o - y e a r  s t a t e w i d e  p lan of p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t  

development:, i n c l u d i n g  the approval of the p l a n  b e f o r e  its s u b m i s s i o n  to 

the g o v e r n o r  and the l e g i s l a t u re ;

(6) the r e p o r t i n g  of any other r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for p u b l i c  

b r o a d c a s t i n g  d i r e c t l y  to the d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s er v i c e s , the d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  the g o v e r n o r  and the leg i sl a t u r e ;  and

(7) the r e c e i p t  of all federal, state, or p r i v a t e  money, 

p r o p e r t y ,  or a s s i s t a n c e  that m a y  be a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  grant e d ,  or o t h e r w i s e

tion;
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m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to the c o m m i s s i o n  for pu b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  p u r p o s e s  as m a y  

be a p p r o p r i a t e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and the use an d d i s b u r s e m e n t  of 

m o n e y  a n d  p r o p e r t y  for p u r p o s e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the terms of this s e c­

tion, s u b j e c t  to r e a s o n a b l e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d b y  the g r a ntor;

(8) the e n c o u r a g e m e n t  of the d e v e l o p m e n t  of an i n t e g r a t e d  

p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  n e t w o r k  for the s tate and p r o v i d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  w h e n  

r e q u e s t e d  in c r e a t i n g  n e w  p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  sta t i o n s .

(c) T h e  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  m a y

(1) e m p l o y  all c o n s u l t a t i v e ,  t e chnical and clerical per s on n e l  

n e c e s s a r y  for the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of this section;

(2) e m p l o y  a d i r e c t o r,  w h o  shall be d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  to

the c o m m i s s i o n  in fi n an c i a l  an d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m at t e r s ;

(3) a p p o i n t  u n p a i d  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  to a s s i s t  in d e v e l o p­

ment of p r o g r a m s  for p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g ;

(4) c o n t r a c t  for s e r v i c e s  to a c c o m p l i s h  the p u r p o s e  of this 

s e c t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  the p r o d u c t i o n  of p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  p r o g r a m m i n g .

(d) M e m b e r s  of the P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  s erve o v e r l a p­

pin g  terms of four years. Four of the first m e m b e r s  of the P u b l i c  

B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  shall s e r v e  t w o - y e a r  terms a n d  the r e m a i n i n g  

five m e m b e r s  shall s e r v e  f o u r - y e a r  terms, to be d e t e r m i n e d  by lot:.

T e r m s  of P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  e x p i r e  on J u n e  30.

B e f o r e  the e x p i r a t i o n  of the t e r m  of a m e m b e r  or upon the c r e a t i o n  of a 

v a c a n c y  o t h e r  t han by e x p i r a t i o n ,  the g o v e r n o r  shall a p p o i n t  a s u c c e s s o r  

to s u c c e e d  the m e m b e r  w h o s e  t e r m  is e x p i r i n g  or for the u n e x p i r e d  term.

A p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  to the P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  m a y  not serve 

more, than two c o n s e c u t i v e  terms, or a m a x i m u m  of e i g h t  years, w h i c h e v e r  

is shorter.

(e) T h e  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  shall m e e t  at least once

e v e r y  two m o n t h s  and m a y  h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a n d  o ther m e e t i n g s  as
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n e c e s s a r y  t h r o u g h o u t  the state. M e e t i n g s  and h e a r i n g s  m a y  be c o n d u c t e d  

w ith the use of a v a i l a b l e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  l e a s e d  

b r o a d c a s t  lines. S u b s t a n t i v e  acti o n s or d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  of the P u b l i c  

B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  m u s t  be ag re e d  to b y  a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  

f the c o m m i ss i o n .  At least one meeting, ea c h  y e a r  shall be c o n d u c t e d.1.

w i t h  a q u o r u m  of the P ub l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t .

(f) The P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  shall e l e c t  a c h a i r m a n  f r o m  

a m o n g  its m em b e r s  to s e r v e  for one year. A c h a i r m a n  m a y  not s e r v e  for 

m o r e  than two c o n s e c u t i v e  full terms.

(g) M e m b e r s  of the P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  serve w i t h o u t  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are e n t i t l e d  to per d i e m  an d  travel e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  

under AS 39.20 . 1 8 0 .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 8 2 .  I N S T R U C T I O N A L  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) 

The I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  is- e s t a b l i s h e d  in the 

d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  ser vi c e s .  T h e  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n s is t s  of n i n e  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  as 

follows:

(1) one c l a s s r o o m  te a c h e r  from the s t a t e  p u b l i c  school s y s t e m  

a p p o i n  t;ecl b y  the g o v e r n o r  ;

(2) one m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the s t a t e  B oard of E d u c a t i o n ;

(3) one m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the B oard of R e g e n t s  of the

U n i v e  r s ity of A 1 a s k a ;

(4) one m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the A l a s k a  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ;

(5) one m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  by the H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  of

the A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  of N a t i v e s ;

(6) one m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  by the A l a s k a  A d ul t  Education. A s s o­

ciation;

(7) one m e m b e r  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  in the use of telecoramunica- 

tions for life s u p p o r t  s y s t e m s  and car e  in rural areas, a p p o i n t e d  b y  the
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c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  and social se rv i c e s ;  and

(8) two m e m b e r s  of the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r­

nor w i t h  du e  r e g a r d  for g e o g r a p h i c a l  r e s p r e s e n t a t i o n  and the r e l a t i v e  

n e e d  or u s e of i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  ser vi c e s .

(b) T h e  d u t i e s  of the I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  

i n c l u d e

(!) the r e v i e w  of p o l i c i e s  of the d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  r e l a t i n g  to i n s t r u c t i o n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of t e l e­

co m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(2) the r e v i e w  of r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e f o r e  th e i r  a d o p t i o n  by the d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  ser v i c e s ;

(3) the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of e d u c a t i o n a l  p r i o r i t i e s  and the 

r e v i e w  of d i v i s i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  r e l a t i n g  to p r o j e c t  g r a n t  aw a r d s  m a d e  by 

the d i v i s i o n  to e d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s ;  .

(4) the a p p ro v a l  of the a p p o i n t m e n t  of the d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  

m e m b e r  w h o  will directly, s u p e r v i s e  the i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

a c t i v i t i e s  of the d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  serv i c e s ;

(5) c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the*' d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a­

tions s e r v i c e s  in d e v e l o p i n g  p o l i c i e s  r e s p o n s i v e  to the use r  gro up s  

r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  the c o m m i s s i o n ;

(6) the annual r e v i e w  an d a p p r o v a l of the i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  c u r r e n t  fiscal year a c t i v i t i e s  r e p o r t  and t w o - y e a r  

d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  b e f o r e  s u b m i s s i o n  of the r e p o r t  a n d  p l a n  to the 

g o v e r n o r  and to the l e g i s l a t u r e ;

(7) s e r v i n g  as the u s e r  e n t i t y  to c o o r d i n a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r a m  m a t e r i a l  p r o v i d e d  b y  s p o n s o r  a g e n c i e s  w i t h  the s a t e l­

lite t e l e v i s i o n  p r o j e c t  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 8 6 ( b ) ( 2 ) ;

(8) the c o m m u n i c a t i o n  of any o th e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for in-
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s t r u c t io n a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  to the d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e­

co m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r vices, the d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  the g o v e r n o r  and the 

l e g i s la t u r e .

/  /-> N r P l - i  o  r  n  e  h  v  n  n  h  i  n n  n  1  ' P o  I o  /-» n m i m i  m i  r \  o  4— i o  a  o  o  n  r u  r " '  m  a  \ r  ( ’  O  O  t "
V t .  /  - L i l t d  i . n o  t  t  U t .  t  t w u a j  i c  .1 c t - U l l l u i u i  u . t . a i . x t ' u i 3  o u l l l l n x o o  x w u  m c i ^

a dditional ex o f f i c i o  m e m b e r s  on the c o m m i s s i o n ,  or f o r m  special w o r k i n g  

subeoinmi ttees, as a p p r o p r i a t e  or n e c e s s a r y  to a c c o m p l i s h  the o b j e c t i v e s  1 

of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  for s p e c i a l i z e d  p u b l i c  pu r p o s es .

o m i u u  t .

s erve o v e r l a p p i n g  terms of four years. Five of the f irst m e m b e r s  of the 

I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  s erve t w o - y e a r  t erms a n d  the 

r e m a i n i n g  four serve fou r - ye a r  terms, to be d e t e r m i n e d  by lot. Terms of 

I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  e x p i r e  on J u n e  30, 

B e f o r e ' t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of the ter m  of a m e m b e r  or u p o n  the c r e a t i o n  of a 

v a c a n c y  o t h er  than by  e x p i r a t i o n ,  the a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  shall a p p o i n t  

a s u c c e s s o r  to s u c c e e d  the m e m b e r  w h o s e  t e r m  is e x p i r i n g  or for the 

u n e x p i r e d  term. A p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  to the I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a­

tions C o m m i s s i o n  ma y  not s erve m o r e  than two c o n s e c u t i v e  terms, or a 

m a x i m u m  of e ight years, w h i c h e v e r  is shorter.

(e) Th e I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  shall m e e t  at 

least q u a r t e r l y  and m a y  h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  and o th e r  m e e t i n g s  as 

n e c e s s a r y  t h r o u g h o u t  the state. M e e t i n g s  and h e a r i n g s  m a y  be c o n d u c t e d  

w i t h  the use of a v a i l a b l e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  fa c i l i t i e s .  S u b s t a n t i v e  

actions or d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  of the I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

C o m m i s s i o n  m u s t  be ag r e e d  to b y  a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the 

c o m m i s s i o n.  At least one m e e t i n g  e a c h  y ear will be c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  a 

q u o r u m  of the I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  p h y s i c a l l y  

prese n t .  ■

(f) M e m b e r s  of the I n s tr u c t i o n a l T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  

s erve w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are e n t i t l e d  to per d ie m  and travel
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Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 8 4 .  D I V I S I O N  O F  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  SYSTEMS. (a) The 

d i v i s i o n  of telecommunicatio.ns s y s t e m s  shall be a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d i r e c­

tor a p p o i n t e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(b) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (c) of this s e c ti o n ,  the d i v i s i o n  of 

t e J e c o m m u n i c a t i o ns s y s t e ms s h a 11

(1) plan, design, c o n s t r u c t ,  m a n a g e  an d  o p e r a t e  all t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  o w n ed  or lea s e d  by s t a t e  a g e n ci e s ;

(2) m a n a g e  c e n t r e x  and o t h e r  t e l e p h o n e - r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  of

the state;

(.3) be r e s p o n s i b l e  for s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  and 

d e s i g n  g e n e r a l l y ;  and

(4) c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  in p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r  dat a  

and w o r d  p r o c e s s i n g  tasks.

(c) N o t h i n g  in AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 7 2  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 8 8  p r o h i b i t s  a s t a t e  a g e n c y  

f r o m  d e v e l o p i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  w i t h i n  its own a g e n c y  if the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  g i v e s  w r i t t e n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  for the a g e n c y  to e n g a g e  in its 

o w n  design, d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  or o p e r a t i o n .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  

a u t h o r i z e  i n d e p e n d e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o n l y  u p o n  a s h o w i n g  of n e c e s s i t y .  A 

d e s c r i p t i o n  of all a u t h o r i z a t i o n  u n d er  this s u b s e c t i o n  shall be i n c l u d e d  

in the annual r e p o r t  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 7 6 ( a ) ( 2 ) .

(d) A s t a t e  a g e n c y  a u t h o r i z e d  to d e v e l o p  an internal t e l e c o m­

mu n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m  shall, w h e n e v e r  fea si b l e ,  c o o r d i n a t e  its design, 

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  and o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the d i v i s i o n  of telecornmuni- 

c a t i o n s  systerns.

■ Sec. 4,4.21.186. S A T E L L I T E  T E L E V I S I O N  PROJECT. (a) W i t h i n  the 

limits of avail a b l e  f i n a n c i n g ,  the d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s y s t e m s  shall a d m i n i s t e r  the s a t e l l i t e  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o j e c t  by

(1) c o n t r a c t i n g  for s e r v i c e s  in a m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h

expenses authorized under AS, 39.20.180.
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s t a t e  p r o c u r e m e n t  p o l i c i e s  and w i t h  this c h a p t e r  tor the o p e r a t i o n  of a 

s a t e l l i t e  v i d e o t a p e  d e l a y  center;

(2) c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  the s a t e l l i t e  t e l e v i s i o n  user g r o u p s  

an d  e n t i t i e s  i d e n t i f i e d  in this ch a p t e r  for the p r o v i s i o n  of i n t r a s t a t e  

an d  i n t e r s t a t e  s a t e l l i t e  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v i c e s ;  and

(3) p r o v i d e  liason, m a n a g e m e n t  support, and tec hn i c a l  a s s i s t­

anc e  for: the s a t e l l i t e  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o j e ct ,

(b) P r o g r a m m i n g  d e c i s i o n s  a nd  p o l i c i e s  r e l a t i n g  to the s a t e l l i t e  

t e l e v i s i o n  p r o j e c t  ma y  not be m a d e  by the d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

systems, but: shall be m a d e  by the f o l l o w i n g  user g r o u p s  an d e n t i t i e s  in 

the f o l l o w i n g  manner:

(1) R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of e a c h  A l a s k a  c o m m e r c i a l t e l e v i s i o n  

n e t w o r k  a f f i l i a t e d  s t a t i o n  shall s e l e c t  p r o g r a m s  f r o m  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

n e t w o r k  for use in a. m a n n e r  that is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m  

rights and o t h e r r e l e v a n t  c o n t r a c t  right s .

(2) Th e  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  shall 

p r o v i de  time a l l o c a t i o n s  for the v a r i o u s  s p o n s o r i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s .  

T h e  p r o g r a m  c o n t e n t  of e d u c a t io n a l  m a t e r i a l  w i t h i n  t h e se  a l l o c a t i o n s  

shall be d e t e r m i n e d  by the ed u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c y  s p o n s o r i n g  that m a t e r i a l ,

(3) T h e  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  shall p r o v i d e  a m e a n s  

of s e l e c t i o n  of p r o g r a m s  for s c h e d u l e d  i n t r a s t a t e  e v e n i n g  p r o g r a m m i n g  

i n t e n d e d  for use by rural A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the s a t e l­

lite t e l e v i s i o n  p r o j e c t  in a m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  this chapter. Th e  

s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e  s h a l 1 be one that m a x i m i z e s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of local 

p r e f e r e n c e s  f r o m  those c o m m u n i t i e s ,  on as f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a b a s i s 

as is p r a c t i c a b 1e .

(4) Th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency, as d i r e c t e d  b y  the L e g i s­

lative C o u n c i l , shall d e t e r m i n e  p r o g r a m m i n g  uses by the l e g i s l a t u r e .

(5) O t h e r  a g e n c i e s  m a y  r e q u e s t  a v a i l a b l e  s a t e l l i t e  time for
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s p e c i a l i z e d  p r o g r a m  uses. Th e  r e q u e s t i n g  a g e n c y  shall d e t e r m i n e  the 

p r o g r a m  co n t e n t .

(c) S c h e d u l i n g  c o n f l i c t s  shall be r e s o l v e d  b y  the u s e r  g r o u p s  and 

e n t i t i t e s  i n f o r m a l l y  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s  w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b le .  T h e  P u b l i c  

B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  shall e s t a b l i s h  a p r o c e d u r e  to r e s o l v e  s c h e d u l i n g  

c o n f l i c t s  r e f e r r e d  to it in a m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  this ch a pter.

(d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall t ake a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  to a s s u r e  the 

c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n  of the p r e s e n t  s e r v i c e s  of the s a t e l l i t e  t e l e v i s i o n  

p r o j e c t ,  an d  to p r e s e r v e  e x i s t i n g  time a l l o c a t i o n s  until the i m p l e m e n t a­

tion of this s e c t i o n  h as  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d .

(e) T h e  d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s tems, a c o n t r a c t o r ,  and 

a use r  g r o u p  or e n t i t y  d e s c r i b e d  in (b) of this s e c t i o n  m a y  not e n g a g e  

in. an y  a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  a c o n t r a c t  or p r o g r a m  r ig h t  r e l a t­

ing to c o m m e r c i a l  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to 

a n y  r i g h t  p r o t e c t e d  b y  c o p y r i gh t .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 8 8 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 7 2  - 4 4 . 21 . 1 8 8 ,

(1) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;

(2.) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;

(3) " d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in. the d e p a r t m e n t  w h o  a d m i n i s t e r s  the t e l e c o m m u n i -  

c at ions d i v i s i o n s ;

(4) " p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g "  m e a n s  the d e l i v e r y  of r a d i o  or 

t e l e v i s i o n  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  p r o g r a m m i n g  i n t e n d e d  for the gener a l  p u b l i c  by 

a n y  m e t h o d  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(5) " p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s "  m e a n s  t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations w h i c h  s e r v e p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g ,  general e d u c a t i o n a l ,  i n s t r u c­

tional, m e d i c a l ,  safe ty ,  e m e r g e n c y ,  or p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  func t i on s ;

(6) " s t a t e  a g e n c i e s "  m eans all d e p a r t m e n t s ,  d i v i s i o n s  and 

o f f i c e s  in the executive, b r a n c h  of s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t  but does not m e a n  an
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a g e n c y  of: the l e g i s l a t i v e  or judicial b r a n c h  of g o v e r n m e n t  or the U n i­

v e r s i t y  of Alaska;

(7) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s "  m e a n s  the t r a n s m i s s i o n  and r e c e p t i o n  

of m e ssages, i m p re s s i o n s ,  p i c t u r e s  and s ig n a l s  by m eans of e l e c t r o­

ma g n e t i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  w i t h  or w i t h o u t  b e n e f i t  of a c l o s e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

m e d i u m  i n c l u d i n g  all i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a p p a r a t u s ,  and 

ser vi c e s ,  w h e t h e r  c o n v e y e d  b y  cable, wire, r a d i a t e d  t h r o u g h  space, or

- y  v \  t-% ■? I-  ■!- •*" '■•x 1 1  / \  "i o  r . i " i  +- 1-a -i v-» o  o n o o i  f i  o d  o  v °  r s  o  y  / n  f "  t . t o  o
I .  I  t i l ) . r ) U l J .  t  U C U  u i . u ,  u u . ^ , 1 1  u L u c i .  m c U t a  w . L L . i i i . u  c t  o  y  v - . u  . u  j _  L /  x .  v -  r-  w  «w- v _  j-j.

d e s L g n ; 1 1 e d p o 1 n t s ;

(8) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s "  m ea n s  the d i v i s i o n  of 

p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v ic e s  and the d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations systems;

(9) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s "  m eans t h o s e  s y s te m s  in w h i c h  

the p r incipal s e r v i c e  an d  f u n c t i o n s are t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 6 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(f) The d i v i s i o n  of d ata p r o c e s s i n g  shall c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  the 

d i v i s i o n s  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in p r o v i d i n g  for the e f f e c t i v e  t r a n s f e r  

of i n f o r m a t i o n  by t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of c o m­

p a t i b l e  syste m s  an d  c o m m o n  s t andards.

* Sec. 4. AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(12.) study, design, imple m e n t,  and m a n a g e  the t e l e c o m m u n i c a­

tions syst e m s and s er v i c e s  of the s tate u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 7 2  - 44.2.1.188.

* Sec. 5. AS 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0 .  P O W E R S  AND DUTIES. (a) The d e p a r t m e n t  shall

(1) plan, design, c o n s t r u c t  and m a i n t a i n  all s t a t e  m o d e s  of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  [, C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I­

TIES,! and all docks, floats, b r e a k w a t e r s ,  b u i l d i n g s  and s i m i l a r  faci- 

1 i i: i e S ;

(2) s t u d y  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  modes and f a c i l i t i e s  [AND
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C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S ]  in Che s t a t e  to d e t e r m i n e  h o w  they m i g h t  be 

i m p r o v e d  or w h e t h e r  t h e y  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to be m a i n t a i n e d ;

(3) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  of i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N ]  in the s t a t e  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the e c o n o m i c  costs of each  

a l t e r n a t i v e  an d its e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and social e f f ects;

(4) d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  l o n g - r a n g e  i n t e r m o d a l  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  p l a n  for the state;

(5) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to e x i s t i n g  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in 

u r b a n  areas a n d  d e v e l o p  p l a n s  to im p r o v e  u r b a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(6) c o o p e r a t e  an d  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  and e n t e r  into a g r e e m e n t s  

w i t h  f ed eral, s t a t e  a nd  local g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  an d  p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a­

tions and  p e r s o n s  in e x e r c i s i n g  its p o w e r s  a n d  duties;

•(7) m a n a g e ,  o p e r at e ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i­

lit i e s  [, C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S , ]  a n d  all docks, floats, b r e a k w a t e r s  

an d  b u i l d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  all s t a t e  h i g h w a y s ,  v e ss e l s ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  p i p e­

lines, ai r p o r t s ,  an d  a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(8) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in the state, 

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c ,  social, an d e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  of eac h  

a l t e r n a t i v e ;

(9) c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  d e v e l o p  s t at e  and r e g i o na l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

s y s tems, c o n s i d e r i n g  d e l e t i o n s ,  a d d i t i o n s ,  and the a b s e n c e  of a l t e r a­

tions;

(10) d e v e l o p  f a c i l i t y  p r o g r a m  p l a n s for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S ]  a n d s t a t e  b u i l d i n g s ,  d ocks and b r e a k w a t e r s  

r e q u i r e d  to i m p l e m e n t  the d u t i e s  set out in this section, i n c l u d i n g  but 

not l i m i t e d  to (A) f u n c t i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  cr i t e r i a ;  and (B) s c h e d u l e s  

for c o m p l e t i o n ;

(11) s u p e r v i s e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  all s t a t e  a u t o m o t i v e  a n d  m e c h a n­

ical e q u i p m e n t ,  a i r c r a f t ,  an d v e s sels, e x c e p t  v e s s e l s  and a i r c r a f t  u s e d
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by the D e p a r t m e n t  of Fis h  and G ame or the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Safety; 

[AND]

(12) s u p e r v i s e  a e r o n a u t i c s  [AND C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ]  i n s i d e  the 

state, u nder AS 0 2 . 10j arid [.]

(13) c o m p l e t e  an d  m a i n t a i n  a c u r r e n t  i n v e n t o r y  of p u b l i c

f ci c i. I i. 1i.s s , i n c l u d i n g  n ptrojsciion of ths s o 2rvic0 cibij.it’)7’ of fbo 'fcici 1 i -* 

ties and p r o j e c t i o n s  of r e p l a c e m e n t s  and a d d i t i o n s  to f a c i l i t i e s  n e e d e d

j   ----------------! J  ~  „  1    1  „  C    ^  ^  ^  ^  A  h , r  i r f i v i  A 11C  1
L i . )  p i L V l U f .  l . U f c i  J  L  V L  J  U J . .  C> t i  J .  V - L L  C  £> j J  J -  ± .  e u m n c t i a  \ j y  i _ i i t u  v m  j - u u o  u b u i .

for m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  of less t h a n  12, 0 0 0  and for u n i n c o r­

por a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  and p e r f o r m  those du ti e s  on a .cooperative b a s i s  

w i t h  larger m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

(b) The d e p a r t m e n t  m a y

(.1) e ng a g e  in e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  to a v a i l a b l e  or 

f u t u r e  modes of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and an y  m e a n s  of i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  s e r v i c e  [AND C O M M U N I C A T I O N ] 5

(2) e x o r c i s e  the p ower of eminent domain, including, the 

d e c l a r a t i o n  of talcing as p r o v i d e d  in AS 09.55.

* Sec. 6. AS 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 5 5 ( b ) ( 3 ) ( F )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(F) [ C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  F A C I L I T I E S  AND] t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i c s ;

* Sec. 7. T h e  b a l a n c e  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s­

portation. arid P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o u n d  in sec. 23, p a g e  48, lines 15 - 37, a n d

o r  . . .  ~ i  r \  i  .2  „  O  T  o  .:1 ........................., O  r >  1  J  .  .  '1 O  O  - I-  O n  O T A  1  r »  "7  Hsec. /. j , page / y , .1 .Lti.es ol - ju, aim page o u , lxnes 1 - ^Z., c n . o U , b.LA iy /y 9

are t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

* Sec. 8. The b a l a n c e  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d­

cas t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  f ound in sec. 23, p age 9, line 23, ch. 80, SLA 1979, is 

t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

* Sec. 9. The b a l a n c e s of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for capital p r o j e c t s  made to 

th e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  in sec. 2 5 , pa g e  55, l ines 28 - 36,
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a n d  pag e  56, lines 4 - 12, ch. 80, SLA 1979, are t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t­

men t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

* Sec. 10. The u n e x p e n d e d  b a l a n c e s  of any o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for c a p i­

tal p r o j e c t s  m a d e  to the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  the D e­

pa r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  P u b l i c  F a c i l i ti e s ,  d i v i s i o n  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  

are t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

* Sec. 11. AS 14.58 is r e pealed.

* Sec. 12. N o t h i n g  in this Act shall r e q u i r e  the s t a t e  to d i s c o n t i n u e  any 

se r v i c e s  p r e s e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  to s t at e  a g e n c i e s  or the p u b l i c  n o r  r e q u i r e  the 

s t a t e to di v e s t  i t s e l f  of p r o p e r t y  a c q u i r e d  as a r e s u l t  of capital a p p r o p r i a­

tions b e f o r e  J u l y  1, 1980.

* Sec. 13. T his Act takes ef f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980.


