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1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E

C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 509 (Rules) a m  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  in

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;  

t r a n s f e r r i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f u n c t i o n s  to t hose 

d i v i s i o n s ;  a n d  c h a n g i n g  th e n a m e  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t  to 

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d 

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e . "

BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

* S e c t i o n  1. I N T E N T  A N D  P U R P O S E .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  a n d  d e c l a r e s  t h a t

(1) a d e q u a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  

a t  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  a f f o r d a b l e  r a t e s  a r e e s s e n t i a l  to th e  c o n d u c t  of g o v e r n­

m e n t ,  c o m m e r c e  a n d  p r i v a t e  l i f e  a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  

b e  a v a i l a b l e ,  to t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  to all a g e n c i e s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  of the 

s t a t e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  l o c a t i o n ;

(2) t h e  g e n e r a t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  e x c h a n g e  a n d  u s e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  

h a v e  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i t a l  e l e m e n t s  of s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  

g o v e r n m e n t  p r o c e s s e s ,  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e  b o t h  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  a n d  a n  e s s e n­

t i a l  e l e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h o s e  p r o c e s s e s ;

(3) t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m a y  o f t e n  o f f e r  the o n l y  e f f e c t i v e  a l t e r­

n a t i v e  t o  t i m e - c o n s u m i n g  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e x p e n s i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of p e r s o n s  

a n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  p o s s e s s ;

(4) c u r r e n t  a n d  p r o j e c t e d  p u b l i c ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  n e e d s  

f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  a n d  e n h a n c e d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t r a n s f e r  

s e r v i c e s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  a r e  h i g h l y  d i v e r s e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m -
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Lex and i n t e r a c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  of the s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m s  a n d in- 

H it u t i o n s of the state, a n d  the i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  d i v e r s i f i e d  rol e  

f i n f o r m a t i o n  in t h e s e  s y s t e m s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s ;

(5) the future d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the s t a t e ' s  p u b l i c  an d p r i v a t e  

ec t or s  w i l l  d e p e n d  g r e a t l y  o n  the i n n o v a t i v e  use of n e w  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

e r v i c e s  a nd  t e c h n i q u e s  n o w  b e c o m i n g  a v a i l a b l e ;

(6) t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  ca n  h e l p  r e d u c e  the i s o l a t i o n  of A l a sk a n s  

i t h i n  the s t a t e  a n d  f r o m  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  of the s t a t e s  of t h e  U n i t e d  States 

nd the c o u n t r i e s  of the w o r l d ;

(7) th e  e x i s t i n g  l o ca l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  and o p e r a t e d  pu b l i c n o n c o m m e r -  

ial r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  s y s t e m  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  to be e n c o u r a g e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  

y the state, and, in o r d e r  to p r o v i d e  this s e r v i c e  to a l l  of A l a s k a ' s  c iti-  

ens, p l a n n e d  g r o w t h  of the s y s t e m  m u s t  be s u p e r v i s e d  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d  by the 

t a t e ;

(8) i m p r o v e d  a n d  m o r e  w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n t i o s  

:or all A l a s k a n s  c a n  be g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  e x p l o i t i n g  the a b i l i t y  of 

: e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t e c h n o l o g i e s  to m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  the h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  edu- 

:ation an d  i n s t r u c t i o n  in all p arts of the state;

(9) it is in t h e  i n t e r e s t  of all c i t i z e n s  of th e s t a t e  for the 

itate to f a c i l i t a t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of b o t h  b a s i c  a n d  a d v a n c e d  telecoramuni- 

:ations s e r v i c e s  an d  f a c i l i t i e s  to be a v a i l a b l e  to all its c i t i z e n s  for t h e i r  

Individual a n d  m u t u a l  b e n e f i t ;  and

(10) t h e s e  g o a l s  c a n  be b e s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  c o o r d i n a t i n g  all of 

the s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h  on e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  to a s s u r e  

L n c r e as e d  e f f i c i e n c y  in p r o v i d i n g  th e  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t s  o f

(A) c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p l a n n i n g  f o r  the s t a t e ;

(B) i n c r e a s e d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  for a d e q u a t e ,  r e l i a b l e ,  and 

: o s t - e f f e c t i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m  d e v e l o p m e n t ;

(C) I n c r e a s e d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  in c o o r d i n a t i n g  a n d  a s s i s t i n g
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p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  users;

(D) th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of c o n s i s t e n t  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  for the 

state r e l a t e d  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  syst e m s a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  and b e t t e r  pub l i c 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the s t at e ' s  p o l i c i e s  and pro gr a m s .

* S ec. 2. AS 4 4 . 3 3  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  11. T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1 .  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  D I V I S I O N S .  T h e r e  is e s t a b­

li s h e d  in the d e p a r t m e n t

(1) a d i v i s i o n  of pu b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i ce s ;  and

(2) a d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  systems.

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 3 .  D E P U T Y  C O M M I S S I O N E R .  (a) The t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

d i v i s i o n s  s hall be a d m i n i s t e r e d  by a d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the d e p a r t­

me n t  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r .

(b) Th e d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s ha l l

(1) p r o v i d e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  for the a c t i v i t i e s  of the 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s ;

(2) p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t a l  d u t i e s  as m a y  be a s s i g n e d  by 

the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 7 .  P O W E R S  AND D U T I E S  O F  T H E  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  D I V I­

SIONS. (a) T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  shall

(1) a d v i s e  the g o v e r n o r  on m a t t e r s  of p o l i c y  a n d  c o m p r e h e n­

siv e  s t a t e  p l a n n i n g  for t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e rvices;

(2) m a k e  a n  a nn u a l  r e p o r t  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  to the l e g i s­

lature o n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i vi s i o n s ;

(3) p r o v i d e  for r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the p u b l i c  i n t er e s t  in 

m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  ad e q u a c y ,  c o s t  a n d  d e s i g n  of

and f a c i l i t i e s  b e f o r e  s t a t e  a n d  federal

foruras;

, m a n a g e ,  a n d  s u p e r v i s e  e x i s t i n g  state p r o g r a m s 
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t h o s e  t e l e c o m m u n iin t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  of 

c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  f o r  the s t a t e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  c o m m o n

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n d u s t r y ;  I

(5) w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  c o n s u l t i n g  a s s i s t -  I 

a n c e  to t h e  e x e c u t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h e s  of s t a t e  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  to t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  to p r i v a t e  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  

a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  r e q u e s t  s u c h  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  f a c i l i t y  p r o c u r e m e n t  a n d  

l e a s i n g  a n d  in i d e n t i f y i n g  l o n g - r a n g e  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  fo r  th e  s t a t e  

a n d  its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  in a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  j 

i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;  j

(6) p r e p a r e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a s t a t e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  t o  f u r t h e r  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a n d  to m e e t  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e e d s  a n d  p r e p a r e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  al l  s t a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(7) p r o c u r e  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  or c e r t i f i e d  

a n d  f r a n c h i s e d  u t i l i t i e s  w h e n e v e r  f e a s i b l e ;  c o n t r a c t  fo r  t h e  c o n s t r u c­

tion, m a n a g e m e n t ,  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s y s t e m s  a n d  d e v e l o p  a p r o c u r e m e n t  p o l i c y  u n d e r  A S  3 7 . 0 5 ;  the p r o c u r e m e n t  

p o l i c y  w i l l  a c c o u n t  for a l l  f a c t o r s  w h e n  d e c i d i n g  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  p r o ­

cu r e m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  le a s e ,  p u r c h a s e ,  r e n t a l ,  or c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  l e a s e ,  

p u r c h a s e  a n d  r e n t a l ;  the f a c t o r s  i n c l u d e  b u t  ar e  n o t  l i m i t e d  to li f e  

c y c l e  c o s t i n g ,  d i r e c t  o r  s e c o n d a r y  i m p a c t s  w h i c h  m a y  r e a s o n a b l y  b e  

e x p e c t e d  in l o n g  d i s t a n c e  o r  l o c a l  t e l e p h o n e  rat e s ,  a n d  r e a l i z e a b l e  

i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  c o s t  f a c t o r s  i n  b o t h  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  a f f e c t e d  

p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n d u s t r y ;

(8) provide information and assistance to state agencies to 

promote governmental coordination and unity in the preparation of agenc; 

plans and programs involving the use of telecommunications;

(9) apply for and accept federal and private money, property
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or assistance, that m a y  be appropriated, granted or otherwise made 

available to the telecommunications divisions and use and disperse monej 

and property for purposes consistent with the terms of AS 44.33.501 -

44.33.517 subject to reasonable limitations imposed by the grantor;

(10) participate with other countries, provinces, states or 

governmental units in international or interstate planning, and assist 

Alaska's local governments, governmental conferences and councils, in 

planning and coordinating their activities relating to telecommuni­

cations;

(11) provide for the orderly transition to new telecommuni­

cations services and systems by state agencies;

(12) serve as a clearinghouse for information, data, and othei 

materials which may be necessary or helpful to federal, state or local 

governmental agencies in the development of telecommunication systems; 

and

(13) coordinate their services and activities with those of 

other state departments and agencies to the fullest extent possible to 

avoid unnecessary duplication.

(b) The telecommunications divisions may

(1) coordinate their functions with local, regional, state 

and federal officials, private groups and individuals, and with o f f i­

cials, of other countries, provinces and states;

(2) enter into contracts and subcontracts on behalf of the

state to carry out the provisions of AS 44.33.501 - 44.33.517;

(3) act for the state in the initiation, investigation,

evaluation of or participation in programs related to the purposes of 

the telecommunications divisions which involve more than one government 

or governmental unit;

(4) on behalf of the state, apply for, accept and expend
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g i f t s  o r  g r a n t s  m a d e  to th e  s t a t e  if the g ifts o r  g r a n t s  are for the 

p u r p o s e s  o f  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i­

s i o n s  ;

(5) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  to o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  for the p u r­

p o s e  of  c a r r y i n g  ou t the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 .

(c) In p r o c e e d i n g s  b e f o r e  the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  

the d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  r e i m b u r s e  the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  

f o r  the r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  o u t s i d e  c o u n s e l  u n d e r  A S  4 2 . 0 5 , -  

1 1 1 ( b )  if t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  e l e c t s  to r e p r e s e n t  the t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 9 .  D I V I S I O N  O F  P U B L I C  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  SER V I C E S .

(a) Th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  s h a ll  be a d­

m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d i r e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(b) T h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  shall p r o­

v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  g r a n t s  to e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  public t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  u s e r s  in o r d e r  to a s s i s t  in t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  de v e lo p m e n t 

o f  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  for  a l l  s p e c i a l i z e d  p u b l i c  pu rp o s e s .  The 

d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  p r o v i d e

(1) c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  

f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  in p r e­

p a r a t i o n  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  fo r  g r a n t s  r e l a t e d  to p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t  as

m a y  b e  r e q u e s t e d  b y

(A) p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u­

cat i o n ;

(B) the University of Alaska; and

(C) other state agencies as approved by the deputy 

commissioner;

(2) coordination and support for all public broadcasting 

functions in the state as follows:
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(A) the d i v i s i o n  shall e n c o u r a g e  r e s p o n s i b l e  local 

c o n t r o l  o f  a l l  pu b l i c  b r o a d c a s t  e n t i t i e s  in th e  state;

(B) the d i v i s i o n  m a y  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  c o m p e t e n t  s t a t i o n s  01 

p r o d u c t i o n  c e n t e r s  for services;

(C) the d i v i s i o n  s h a l l r e c e i v e  a n d  r e v i e w  r e q u e s t s  for 

o p e r a t i n g  a n d  c a pi t a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  e n t it i e s ,  

a n d  m a y  a w a r d  grants to t h os e  entities;

(D) the d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  p u r s u e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  

b r o a d c a s t  s e r v i c e s  to all r e s i d e n t s  of the state;

(E) the d i v i s i o n  m a y  n o t  cont r o l or be r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

th e  p r o g r a m  c o n t e n t  o r  p o l i c y  of  p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t e r s  e x c e p t  that 

g r a n t s  o r  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  m a y  no t  be g i v e n  to a b r o a d c a s t e r  

w h o  is in v i o l a t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  o r  state laws or r e g u l a t i o n s ;

(3) c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  for h e a l t h  an d  s a f e t y - r e l a t e d  

f u n c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and c l i e n t  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y

(A) state a g e ncies,

(B) fede r a l  a g encies,

(C) p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s ;

(4) c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s

f o r  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in s t a t e - f i n a n c e d  services, as m a y  b e  s t a t u­

t o r i l y  r e q u i r e d  o r  o t h e r w i s e  a p p r o p r i a t e ;

(5) a s s i s t a n c e  to the r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n  of i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  b y  l o ca l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  o r  o t h e r  l o c a l  a n d  

r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  agencies, t h r o u g h  design, d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  p r o m o t i o n  

b y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  services;

(6) e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  o p e r a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  b y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  

p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  services; fo r  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a­

t i o n s  uses, a f t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  P u b l i c

Board;
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(7) a s s i s t a n c e  to a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  

s p e c i a l i z e d  i n s t r u c t i o n a l ,  p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g ,  h e a l t h  o r  s a f e t y - r e l a t e c  

p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  o r  r e g i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  d e s c r i b e d  in t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  

a s  n e c e s s a r y  to p e r f o r m  a s s i g n e d  d i v i s i o n  f u n c t i o n s .

(c) T h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  m a y  n o t  

o wn, o p e r a t e ,  o r  b e  th e  l i c e n s e e  o f  a p u b l i c  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  b r o a d c a s t  

s t a t i o n  o r  p r o d u c t i o n  c e n t e r .

(d) N o t h i n g  in t his s e c t i o n  is i n t e n d e d  t o  i m p l y  d i v i s i o n  r e ­

s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o g r a m m i n g  c o n t e n t .  P r o g r a m  d e s i g n ,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  

u s e  r e m a i n  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  p r o g r a m - s p o n s o r i n g  a g e n c y ,  n o t  t h e  

d i v i s i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 1 .  P U B L I C  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  A D V I S O R Y  BOARD. (a) 

T h e r e  is the P u b l i c  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  in t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a d v i s e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r ­

v i c e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the p o l i c i e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  th e  d i v i s i o n .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of 10 m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  as f o l lows:

(1) tw o  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the s t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  

(AS 1 4 . 0 7 . 0 8 0 ) ,  o n e  o f  w h o m  s h a l l  a l s o  b e  a m e m b e r  o f  a l o c a l  s c h o o l  

b o a r d ;

(2) o n e  m e m b e r  o f  the h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  

th e  s p e a k e r  o f  th e  house;

(3) o n e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  s e n a t e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  

t h e  senate;

(4) o n e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  c h i e f  

j u s t i c e  o f  th e  s u p r e m e  court;

(5) two members appointed by the commissioner of the D e p a r t­

ment of Health and Social Services, including one member from the A d­

visory Council on Emergency Medical Services (AS 18.08.020) from a list 

of nominees provided by the Advisory Council on Emergency Medical Ser-
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v i c e s ; a n d

(6) t h r e e  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  e m p l o y e e s ,  o f f i c e r s ,  o r  d i r e c t o r s  

o f  p u b l i c  n o n p r o f i t  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s t a t i o n s ,  a p p o i n t e d  b y  v o t e  o f  the 

p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t  l i c e n s e e s ;  t h e  e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  the 

d i v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s .

(c) M e m b e r s  o f  th e  b o a r d  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  to o v e r l a p p i n g  t e r m s  

o f  f o u r  y e a r s .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a p p o i n t m e n t s  to the b o a r d  s ha l l  b e  

f o r  t w o - y e a r  t e r m s ,  t h r e e  f o r  t h r e e - y e a r  t e r m s  a n d  t h r e e  f o r  f o u r - y e a r  

t e r m s .  T e r m s  o f  o f f i c e  e x p i r e  o n  J u n e  30. B e f o r e  the e x p i r a t i o n  o f  the 

t e r m  o f  a m e m b e r ,  the a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a s u c c e s s o r  to 

s u c c e e d  t h e  m e m b e r  w h o s e  t e r m  is e x p i r i n g .  A  s u c c e s s o r  s h a l l  a s s u m e  

b o a r d  m e m b e r  d u t i e s  o n  J u l y  1 f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t .  A  p e r s o n  

a p p o i n t e d  to t h e  b o a r d  m a y  n o t  s e r v e  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  c o n s e c u t i v e  terms, o r  

a m a x i m u m  o f  e i g h t  y e a r s .  U n l e s s  a v a c a n c y  is c a u s e d  b y  t h e  n o r m a l  

e x p i r a t i o n  o f  a m e m b e r ' s  term, t h e  a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  m a k e  a n  

a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  b e c o m e  i m m e d i a t e l y  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  th e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t he 

u n e x p i r e d  term.

(d) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  m e e t  i n  p u b l i c  s e s s i o n  q u a r t e r l y  a n d  m a y  h o l d

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  m e e t i n g s  as n e c e s s a r y  t h r o u g h o u t  the sta t e .

T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  q u o r u m  fo r  c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s .

(e) M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  b u t  are

e n t i t l e d  t o  p e r  d i e m  a n d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  A S  3 9 . 2 0 . 1 8 0 .

Sec. 44.33.513. DIVISION OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS. (a) The 

division o f  telecommunications systems shall be administered by a direc­

tor appointed b y  the commissioner.

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, the division of 

telecommunications systems shall

(1) plan, design, construct, manage and operate all tele­

owned or leased by state executive agencies;
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(2) m a n a g e  c e n t r e x  a n d  o t h e r  t e l e p h o n e - r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  of

the state;

(3) be responsible for s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  a n d  

design generally; and

(4) c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  e x e c u t i v e  a g e n c i e s  in p e r f o r m i n g  t heir 

d a t a  a n d  w o r d  p r o c e s s i n g  tasks.

(c) N o t h i n g  in A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7  p r o h i b i t s  a s t a t e  age n c y  

f r o m  d e v e l o p i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  syst e m s  w i t h i n  its o w n  a g e n c y  if the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  gives w r i t t e n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  the a g e n c y  to e n g a g e  in its 

o w n  d e s i g n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  or o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  

a u t h o r i z e  i n d e p e n d e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o n l y  u p o n  a s h o w i n g  o f  n e c e s s i t y .

(d) A n  a g e n c y  a u t h o r i z e d  to d e v e l o p  a n  i n t e r n a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s y s t e m  shall, to the m a x i m u m  f e a s i b l e  e x t e n t ,  c o o r d i n a t e  its design, 

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the d i v i s i o n  o f  t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  systems.

Sec. 44.33 . 51 7 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 44 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 ,

(1) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  the P u b l i c  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A d v i s o r y

B o a r d ;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  and T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(4) "deputy commissioner" m e a n s  the d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

telecommunications in the department who a d m i n i s t e r s  the t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations divisions;

(5) "executive agencies" m e a n s  a l l  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  d i v i s i o n s  a n d  

offices in the executive branch of s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  but d o e s  n o t  m e a n  

the University of Alaska;

(6) "public broadcasting" means t he d e l i v e r y  o f  r a d i o  or
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television noncommercial programming intended for the general public by 

any method of telecommunications;

(7) "public service telecommunications" means telecommuni­

cations which serve public broadcasting, general educational, instruc­

tional, medical, safety, emergency, or public participation functions;

(8) "telecommunications" means the transmission and reception| 

of messages, impressions, pictures and signals by means of electro­

magnetic transmission with or without benefit of a closed transmission 

medium including all Instrumentalities, facilities, apparatus, and 

services, whether conveyed by cable, wire, radiated through space, or 

transmitted through other media within a specified area or between 

designated points;

(9) "telecommunications systems" means those systems in which| 

the principal service and functions are telecommunications;

(10) "telecommunications divisions" means the division of 

public telecommunications services and the division of telecommuni­

cations systems.

* Sec. 3. AS 44.15.010(8) is amended to read:

(8) Department of Commerce^ [AND] Economic Development^ 

and Telecommunications

*Sec. 4. AS 44.21,160 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(f) The department and its division of data processing shall 

coordinate with the divisions of telecommunications of the Department of] 

Commerce, Economic Development, and Telecommunications in providing for 

the effective transfer of Information by telecommunications through the 

establishment of compatible systems and common standards.

* Sec, 5. AS 44.33.020 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(24) study, design, implement, and manage the telecommunica-

and services of the state under AS 44,33.501 - 44.33.517,
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Sec. 6. AS 44.42.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 44.42.020. POWERS AND DUTIES. (a) The department shall

(1) plan, design, construct and maintain all state modes of 

transportation and transportation facilities [, C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I ­

TIES,] and all docks, floats, breakwaters, buildings and similar faci­

lities ;

(2) study existing transportation modes and facilities [AN D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S ]  in the state to determine how they might be 

improved or whether they should continue to be maintained;

(3) study alternative means of improving transportation [AND 

COMMUNICATION] in the state with regard to the economic costs of each 

alternative and its environmental and social effects;

(4) develop a comprehensive, long-range intermodal trans­

portation plan for the state;

(5) study alternatives to existing modes of transportation ir 

urban areas and develop plans to improve urban transportation;

(6) cooperate and coordinate with and enter into agreements 

w i t h  federal, state and local government agencies and private o rganiza­

tions and persons in exercising its powers and duties;

(7) manage, operate, and maintain state transportation faci­

lities [, COMMUNICATION FACILITIES,] and all docks, floats, breakwaters 

and buildings, including all state highways, vessels, railroads, p i p e­

lines, alrpiorts, and aviation facilities;

(8) study alternative means of transportation in the state, 

considering the economic, social, and environmental impacts of each

alternative; 

(9) coordinate and develop state and regional transportation 

systems, considering deletions, additions, and the absence of altera­

tions ;

-12- CSSB 5 0 9 (Rules) am



(10) d e v e l o p  f a c i l i t y  p r o g r a m  p l a n s  for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S ]  a n d  s t a t e  b u i l d i n g s ,  d o c k s  a n d  b r e a k w a t e r s  

r e q u i r e d  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  d u t i e s  s e t  o u t  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  

n o t  l i m i t e d  to (A) f u n c t i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  c r i t e r i a ;  a n d  (B) s c h e d u l e s  

f o r  c o m p l e t i o n ;

(11) s u p e r v i s e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a l l  s t a t e  a u t o m o t i v e  a n d  m e c h a n­

i c a l  e q u i p m e n t ,  a i r c r a f t ,  a n d  v e s s e l s ,  e x c e p t  v e s s e l s  a n d  a i r c r a f t  u s e d

b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  o r  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ;  

[AND]

(12) s u p e r v i s e  a e r o n a u t i c s  [ A N D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ]  i n s i d e  the 

s t a t e ,  u n d e r  A S  0 2 . 1 0 ; a n d  [.]

(13) c o m p l e t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a c u r r e n t  i n v e n t o r y  o f  p u b l i c  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a p r o j e c t i o n  o f  the s e r v i c e a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  f a c i l i­

t i e s  a n d  p r o j e c t i o n s  o f  r e p l a c e m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  to f a c i l i t i e s  n e e d e d  

to p r o v i d e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e s  p r o g r a m m e d  b y  the v a r i o u s  u s e r  a g e n c i e s ,  

f o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  l e s s  t h a n  1 2 , 0 0 0  a n d  f o r  u n i n c o r­

p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  p e r f o r m  t h o s e  d u t i e s  on a c o o p e r a t i v e  b a s i s  

w i t h  l a r g e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

(b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y

(1) e n g a g e  i n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  to a v a i l a b l e  or 

f u t u r e  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  a n y  m e a n s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e  [ A N D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N ] ;

(2) e x e r c i s e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  e m i n e n t  domain, i n c l u d i n g  the 

d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t a k i n g  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  A S  0 9 . 5 5 .

* Sec. 7. AS 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 5 5 ( b ) ( 3 ) ( F )  is amended to read:

(F) [ C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  F A C I L I T I E S  AND] t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

facilities;

*  Sec. 8. All references to the Department of Commerce and Economic 

Development and to the commissioner of commerce and economic development in
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the A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  s h a l l  be r e a d  as th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Commerce, E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m e r c e ,  e c o­

no m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  in o r d e r  to carry 

out t h e  I n t e n t  a n d  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  Act.

*  Sec. 9 .  T h e  b a l a n c e  of t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o u n d  i n  sec. 23, p a g e  48, l ines 15 - 37, anc 

sec. 25, p a g e  7 9 ,  l i n e s  31 - 36, a n d  p a g e  80, lines 1 - 2 2 ,  ch. 80, SLA 1979 

are t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  and 

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 10. T h e  b a l a n c e  o f  th e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d­

c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  f o u n d  in sec. 23, p a g e  9, line 23, ch. 80, S L A  1979, is 

t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v el o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m  

m u n l c a t i o r  s .

* Sec. 11. T h e  b a l a n c e s  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  m a d e  

to t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  in sec. 25, p a g e  55, lines 28 - 

36, a n d  p a g e  56, l i n e s  4 - 12, ch. 80, S L A  1979, a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 12. T h e  u n e x p e n d e d  b a l a n c e s  o f  an y  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for c a p i­

tal p r o j e c t s  m a d e  to the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  the D e ­

p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ,  d i v i s i o n  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  

a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  and 

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

*  Sec. 13. A S  1 4 . 5 8  is r e p e a l e d .

A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980.


