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O r ig in a l sp o nso r: F in a n ce  Committee Offered: 4/1/80

IN T H E  S E N A T E  8Y T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E

C S  FOR S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 509 (Rules)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B IL L

F o r  an  Act entitled: "A n  Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  in

the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;  

t r a n s f e r r i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f u n c t i o n s  to those 

divisions; and c h a n g i n g  the n a m e  of the d e p a r t m e n t  to 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  an d  

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;  and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A:

* S e c t i o n  1. I N T E N T  AN D  PURPOSE. The l e g i s l a t u r e  finds a n d  d e c l a r e s  that

(1) a d e q u a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  

a t  r e a s o n a b l e  and a f f o r d a b l e  rates a r e  e s s e n t i a l  to th e  c o n d u c t  of g o v e r n­

me n t ,  c o m m e r c e  an d p r i v a t e  life a nd  that t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  

be  a v a i l a b l e , to t h e  extent p o s s i b l e ,  to all a g e n c i e s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  of the 

s t a t e  r e g ar d l e s s  of location;

(2) the g e n e r a t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  e x c h a n g e  a n d  use of i n f o r m a t i o n  

h a v e  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  vital e l e m e n t s  of s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d 

g o v e r n m e n t  p r o c e s s e s ,  and c o n s t i t u t e  b o t h  an i n te g r a l  part of a n d  an e s s e n­

tial e l e m e n t  in s u p p o r t  of t hose p r o c e s s e s ;

(3) t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m a y  o f t e n  o f f e r  the o n l y  e f f e c t i v e  a l t e r­

na t i v e  to t i m e - c o n s u m i n g  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e x p e n s i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of p e r s o n s  

a n d  the i n f o r m a t i o n  the y  possess;

(4) current and projected public, business and government needs 

for additional and enhanced telecommunications and information transfer 

services and equipment are highly diverse, reflecting the increasingly com-
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>lex a n d  i n t e r a c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  social a n d  e c o n o m i c  sy s t e m s  and i n­

stitution s  of the state, a n d  the i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  d i v e r s i f i e d  r o l e  

if i n f o r m a t i o n  in t h e s e  s y s t e m s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;

(5) the f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the s t a t e ' s  p u b l i c  an d  p r i v a t e  

sectors w i l l  d e p e n d  g r e a t l y  on the i n n o v a t i v e  u s e  of n e w  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

se r v i c e s  and t e c h n i q u e s  n o w  b e c o m i n g  a v a i l a b l e ;

(6) t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  c a n  h elp r e d u c e  the i s o l a t i o n  of A l a s k a n s  

wi t hi n  the s t a t e  an d f r o m  the r e m a i n d e r  of the s t a t e s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

and the c o u n t r i e s  of the world;

(7) the e x i s t i n g  l o c a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  p u b l i c  n o n c o m m e r -  

;ial r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  s y s t e m  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  to be e n c o u r a g e d  and s u p p o r t e d  

by th e  state, and, in o r d e r  to p r o v i d e  this s e r v i c e  to all of A l a s k a ' s  c i t i­

zens, p l a n n e d  g r o w t h  of the s y s t e m  m u s t  be s u p e r v i s e d  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  the 

state;

(8) i m p r o v e d  and m o r e  w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n t i e s  

for all A l a s k a n s  c a n  be g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  e x p l o i t i n g  the a b i l i t y  o f  

telecommunications t e c h n o l o g i e s  to m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  the h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  e d u ­

cation and i n s t r u c t i o n  in all p a r t s  of the s t a t e ;

(9) it is in the i n t e r e s t  of all c i t i z e n s  of the s t a t e  for the 

state to f a c i l i t a t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of b o t h  b a s i c  a n d  a d v a n c e d  t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations services a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  to be a v a i l a b l e  to a l l  its c i t i z e n s  for t heir 

individual a n d  m u t u a l  b e n e f i t ;  a n d

(10) these goals can be best accomplished by coordinating all of 

the state telecommunications activities through one department, to assure 

increased efficiency in providing the public benefits of

(A) comprehensive telecommunications planning for the state;

(B) increased accountability for adequate, reliable, and 

cost-effective telecommunications system development;

(C) Increased effectiveness in coordinating and assisting
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p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  u s e r s ;

(D) t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c o n s i s t e n t  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  fo r the 

s t a t e  r e l a t e d  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  b e t t e r  p u b l i c  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  s t a t e ' s  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s .

* S e c .  2. A S  4 4 . 3 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to r e a d :

A R T I C L E  11. T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S .

S e c .  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1 .  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  D I V I S I O N S .  T h e r e  is e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  in t h e  d e p a r t m e n t

(1) a d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s ;  a n d

(2) a d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s .

S e c .  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 3 .  D E P U T Y  C O M M I S S I O N E R .  (a) T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

d i v i s i o n s  s h a l l  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t h e  d e p a r t ­

m e n t  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r .

(b) T h e  d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l

(1) p r o v i d e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s ;

(2) p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t a l  d u t i e s  as m a y  be a s s i g n e d  b y  

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

S ec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 7 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  T H E  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  D I V I ­

SI O N S .  (a) T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  s hall

(1) a d v i s e  th e  g o v e r n o r  o n  m a t t e r s  of p o l i c y  a n d  c o m p r e h e n ­

s i v e  s t a t e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s ;

(2) m a k e  a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  to t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  to t h e  l e g i s­

l a t u r e  o n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s ;

(3) provide for representation of the public interest in 

matters pertaining to the availability, adequacy, cost and design of 

telecommunications services and facilities before state and federal 

legal and regulatory forums;

(4) coordinate, manage, and supervise existing state programs

-3- CSSB 509(Rules)



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

in  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the m a n a g e m e n t  of those t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  for the s t a t e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  c o m m o n  c a r r i e r s  a n d  f r o m  the 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n d u s t r y ;

(5) w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  c o n s u l t i n g  a s s i s t­

a n c e  to the e x e c u t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  and l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h e s  o f  s t a t e 

g o v e r n m e n t ,  to the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alas k a ,  a n d  to p r i v a t e  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  

a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  r e q u e s t  suc h  a s s i s t a n c e  in f a c i l i t y  p r o c u r e m e n t  and 

l e a s i n g  a n d  in i d e n t i f y i n g  l o n g - r a n g e  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  for the s t a t e 

a n d  its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  in all a s p e c t s  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(6) p r e p a r e  an d  m a i n t a i n  a s t a t e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  to f u r t h e r  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a n d  to m e e t  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e e d s  a n d  p r e p a r e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n v e n t o r y  of al l  s t a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(7) p r o c u r e  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  w h e n e v e r  f e a s­

ible; c o n t r a c t  for the  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n­

t e n a n c e  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  a n d  d e v e l o p  a p r o c u r e m e n t  p o l i c y  

u n d e r  A S  3 7 . 0 5 ;  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  p o l i c y  w i l l  a c c o u n t  for al l  facto r s  w h e n  

d e c i d i n g  t h e  m e t h o d  of  p r o c u r e m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  lease, p u r c h a s e ,  rent a l , 

o r  c o m b i n a t i o n s  of lease, p u r c h a s e  a n d  r e n t a l;  the f a c t o r s  i n c l u d e  but 

a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  to lif e  c y c l e  c o st i n g ,  d i r e c t  or s e c o n d a r y  i m p a c t s  w h i c h  

m a y  r e a s o n a b l y  be e x p e c t e d  i n  l ong d i s t a n c e  or local t e l e p h o n e  rates, 

a n d  r e a l i z e a b l e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  c o s t  f a c t o r s  in b o t h  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  

a n d  t h e  a f f e c t e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  the c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n d u s t r y ;

(8) provide information and assistance to state agencies to 

promote governmental coordination and unity in the preparation of agency 

plans and programs Involving the use of telecommunications;

(9) apply for and accept federal and private money, property, 

or assistance, that may be appropriated, granted or otherwise made
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a v a i l a b l e  to the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  and u s e  a n d  d i s p e r s e  m o n e y 

a n d  p r o p e r t y  for p u r p o s e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the terms of AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 

4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7  s u b j e c t  to r e a s o n a b l e  limita t i o n s  impo s ed  b y  the g r a n t o r j

(10) p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h  other c o un t r i e s ,  p r o v i n c e s ,  s t a t e s  or 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t s  in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  or i n t e r s t a t e  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  assist 

A l a s k a ' s  local g o v e r n m e n t s ,  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  c o u n c i l s ,  in 

p l a n n i n g  an d  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  j

(11) p r o v i d e  for the o r d e r l y  t r a n s i t i o n  to n e w  t e l e c o m m u n i­

ca t i o n s  se r v i c e s  a n d  s y s t e m s  b y  state age n c i e s ;

(12) s e r v e  as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  for i n f o r m a t i o n ,  data, a n d  o t h er  

m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  or h e l p f u l  to f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  or local 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  systems; 

a n d

(13) c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  se r vices an d a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t hose of 

o t h e r  state d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  to the full e st  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  to 

a v o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  d u p l i c a t i o n .

(b) Th e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  m a y

(1) c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  fu n ct i o n s  w i t h  local, r e g i o n a l ,  state 

a n d  f e d er a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  p r i v a t e  groups and  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a n d  w i t h  o f f i­

cial s ,  of o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  p r o v i n c e s  and states;

(2) e n t e r  int o  c o n t r a c t s  and s u b c o n t r a c t s  o n  b e h a l f  of the 

s t a t e  to c a r r y  out the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 ;

(3) a c t  for th e  s t a t e  in the i n i t i a t i o n ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

e v a l u a t i o n  of or p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in p r o g r a m s  r e l a t e d  to the p u r p o s e s  of 

t h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  w h i c h  i n v o l v e  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  g o v e r n m e n t

unit;

behalf of the state, apply for, accept and expend 

made to the state if the gifts or grants are for the 
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p u r p o s e s  o f  f u r t h e r i n g  the o b j e c t i v e s  of th e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i­

si o n s  ;

(5) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  to o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  for th e  p u r­

pos e  of  c a r r y i n g  out the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 .

(c) In p r o c e e d i n g s  b e f o r e  the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  

the d e p a r t m e n t  s hall r e i m b u r s e  the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  

for t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t s  of o b t a i n i n g  o u t s i d e  c o u n s e l  u n d e r  A S  4 2 . 0 5 . -  

111(b) if the a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  e l e c t s  to r e p r e s e n t  the t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s .

S e c .  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 9 .  D I V I S I O N  OF  P U B L I C  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  S E R V I C E S .

(a) T h e  d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  be a d­

m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d i r e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(b) Th e  d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  p r o­

v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  and g r a n t s  to e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  p u b l i c  t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  u s e r s  in o r d e r  to a s s i s t  in the c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  for all s p e c i a l i z e d  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s .  T h e  

d i v i s i o n  s h a l l p r o v i d e

(1) c o o r d i n a t i o n  and s u p p o r t  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  

for i n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  in p r e­

p a r a t i o n  of a p p l i c a t i o n s  for g r a n t s  r e l a t e d  to p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t  as 

m a y  be  r e q u e s t e d  by

(A) p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  and th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u­

cation ;

(B) the University of Alaska; and

(C) other state agencies as approved by the deputy 

commissioner;

(2) coordination and support for all public broadcasting 

functions in the state as follows:

(A) the division shall encourage responsible local 
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c o n t r o l  o f  all p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t  e n t i t i e s  in the s t a t e ;

(B) t h e  d i v i s i o n  m a y  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  c o m p e t e n t  s t a t i o n s  or 

p r o d u c t i o n  c e n t e r s  f o r  s e r v i c e s ;

(C) t h e  d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a n d  r e v i e w  r e q u e s t s  for 

o p e r a t i n g  an d  c a p i t a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  e n t i t i e s ,  

a n d  m a y  a w a r d  g r a n t s  to t h o s e  e n t i t i e s ;

(D) t h e  d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  p u r s u e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  

b r o a d c a s t  s e r v i c e s  to  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  th e  state;

(E) t h e  d i v i s i o n  m a y  n o t  c o n t r o l  or b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

the p r o g r a m  c o n t e n t  or p o l i c y  of p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t e r s  e x c e p t  tha t 

g r a n t s  o r  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  m a y  n o t  b e  g i v e n  to a b r o a d c a s t e r

w h o  is in v i o l a t i o n  of  f e d e r a l  o r  s t a t e  laws or r e g u l a t i o n s ;

(3) c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y - r e l a t e d  

f u n c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  c l i e n t  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y

(A) s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,

(B) f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,

(C) p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s ;

(4) c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s

f or p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in s t a t e - f i n a n c e d  s e r v i c e s ,  as m a y  b e  s t a t u­

t o r i l y  r e q u i r e d  or o t h e r w i s e  a p p r o p r i a t e ;

(5) a s s i s t a n c e  t o  the r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n  of i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  b y  l o c a l s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  or o t h e r  l o c a l  a n d  

r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  a g e n c i e s ,  t h r o u g h  d e s i g n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  p r o m o t i o n  

b y  the d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s ;

(6) establishment of operational policies by the division of 

public telecommunications services; for public service telecommunica­

tions uses, after consideration of the recommendations of the Public 

Telecommunications Advisory Board;

(7) assistance to advisory councils representative of the
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specialized instructional, public broadcasting, health or safety-related, 

public participation, or regional interests described in this section, 

as necessary to perform assigned division functions.

(c) The division of public telecommunications services may not 

own, operate, or be the licensee of a public noncommercial broadcast 

station or production center.

(d) Nothing in this section is intended to imply division re­

sponsibility for programming content. Program design, production, and 

use remain the responsibility of the program-sponsoring agency, not the 

division.

Sec. 44.33.511. PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS ADVISORY BOARD. (a) 

There is the Public Telecommunications Advisory Board in the department. 

The board shall advise the division of public telecommunications ser­

vices with regard to the policies and regulations of the division.

(b) The board consists of 10 members appointed as follows:

(1) two members appointed by the state Board of Education 

(AS 14.07.080), one of whom shall also be a member of a local school 

boardi

(2) one member of the house of representatives appointed by 

the speaker of the h o u s e ;

(3) one member of the senate appointed by the president of 

the senate;

(4) one member of the judicial system appointed by the chief 

justice of the supreme court;

(5) two members appointed by the commissioner of the Depart­

m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  and Social Services, including one member from the Ad­

v i s o r y  Council on Emergency Medical Services (AS 18.08.020) from a list 

o f  n o m i n e e s  provided by the Advisory Council on Emergency Medical Ser­

v i c e s ;  a n d
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(6) t hree m e m b e r s  w h o  are emplo y e e s ,  o f f i c er s ,  or d i r e c t o r s  

of p u b l i c  n o n p r o f i t  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s t ations, a p p o i n t e d  by vote of the 

pu b l i c  b r o a d c a s t  licensees} the e l e c t i o n  shall be c o n d u c t e d  by the 

d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  se r vices.

(c) M e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  shall be a p p o i n t e d  to o v e r l a p p i n g  terms 

of four years. T h r e e  of the first a p p o i n t m e n t s  to the board shall be 

for t w o - y e a r  terms, three for t h re e - y e a r  terms an d  t hree for f o u r - y e a r  

terms. Terms of o f f i c e  e x p i r e  on June 30. Be f o r e the e x p i r a t i o n  of the 

t e r m  of a member, the a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  shall a p p o i n t  a s u c c e s s o r  to 

s u c c e e d  the m e m b e r  whose t e r m  is expiring. A s u c c e s s o r  shall a s s u m e  

b o a r d  m e m b e r  d u t i e s  on J u l y  1 f o l l o w i n g  the a p p o i n t m e n t .  A p e r s o n  

a p p o i n t e d  to the b o a r d  m a y  not serve m o r e  than two c o n s e c u t i v e  terms, or 

a m a x i m u m  of e ig h t  years. Unless a v a c a n c y  is c a u s e d  by the normal 

e x p i r a t i o n  of a m e m b e r ' s  term, the a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  shall m a k e  a n  

a p p o i n t m e n t  to b e c o m e  i m m e d i a t e l y  e f f e c t i v e  for the d u r a t i o n  of the 

u n e x p i r e d  terra.

(d) Th e  b o a r d  shall m e e t  in p u b l i c  s e s s i o n  q u a r t e r l y  and m a y  h o l d

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  and o ther m e e t i n g s  as n e c e s s a r y  t h r o u g h o u t  the state.

T h e  b o a r d  shall d e t e r m i n e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  q u o r u m  for c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s .

(e) M e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  serve w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  but are

e n t i t l e d  to per d i e m  and travel e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  under AS 3 9. 2 0 . 1 8 0 .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 3 .  D I V I S I O N  O F  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  SYSTEMS. (a) T h e  

d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  syst e m s  shall be a d m i n i s t e r e d  by a d i r e c­

tor a p p o i n t e d  b y  the c o m m i s s io n e r .

(b) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (c) of this s e c t i o n ,  the d i v i s i o n  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  shall

(1) plan, desi g n ,  construct, m a n a g e  a n d  o p e r a t e  all t e l e­

co m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y st e m s  o w n e d  or le a s e d  b y  s t a t e  e x e c u t i v e  a g e n c i es }

(2) m a n a g e  c e n t r e x  and o t h e r  t e l e p h o n e - r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  of
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t h e  state;

(3) b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  a n d 

d e s i g n  g e n e r a l l y ;  a n d

(4) c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  e x e c u t i v e  a g e n c i e s  in p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r 

d a t a  an d  w o r d  p r o c e s s i n g  tasks.

(c) N o t h i n g  in AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7  p r o h i b i t s  a s t a t e  a g e n c y  

f r o m  d e v e l o p i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  w i t h i n  its o w n  a g e n c y  if t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  g i v e s  w r i t t e n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  for t h e  a g e n c y  to e n g a g e  in its 

o w n  d e s i g n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  or o p e r a t i o n .  The  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  

a u t h o r i z e  i n d e p e n d e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o n l y  u p o n  a s h o w i n g  of n e c e s s i t y .

(d) An a g e n c y  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a n  i n t e r n a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s y s t e m  s h al l ,  to the m a x i m u m  f e a s i b l e  e x t e n t,  c o o r d i n a t e  its d e si g n , 

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  th e  d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s .

S e c .  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 ,

(1) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  t h e  P u b l i c  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A d v i s o r y

Board;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  

of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(4) " d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  t h e  d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in the d e p a r t m e n t  w h o  a d m i n i s t e r s  the t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s ;

(5) " e x e c u t i v e  a g e n c i e s "  m e a n s  al l  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  d i v i s i o n s  and 

o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  bu t  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ;

(6) " p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g "  m e a n s  th e  d e l i v e r y  of r a d i o  or 

t e l e v i s i o n  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  p r o g r a m m i n g  i n t e n d e d  fo r  the  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  b y  
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a n y  m e t h o d  o f  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(7) " p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s "  m e a n s  t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  w h i c h  s e r v e  p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g ,  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  i n s t r u c­

t i o n a l ,  m e d i c a l ,  s a f e t y ,  e m e r g e n c y ,  or p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f u n c t i o n s ;

(8) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s "  m e a n s  th e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  a n d  r e c e p t i o n  

o f  m e s s a g e s ,  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  p i c t u r e s  a n d  s i g n a l s  by m e a n s  of e l e c t r o­

m a g n e t i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  b e n e f i t  of a c l o s e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

m e d i u m  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a p p a r a t u s ,  a n d  

s e r v i c e s ,  w h e t h e r  c o n v e y e d  b y  c a b l e ,  wi r e ,  r a d i a t e d  t h r o u g h  s p a c e ,  or 

t r a n s m i t t e d  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  m e d i a  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i e d  a r e a  or b e t w e e n  

d e s i g n a t e d  p o i n t s ;

(9) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s "  m e a n s  t h o s e  s y s t e m s  in w h i c h  

the p r i n c i p a l  s e r v i c e  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(10) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s "  m e a n s  the d i v i s i o n  of 

p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  an d  the d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s .

* Sec. 3. A S  4 4 . 1 5 . 0 1 0 ( 8 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(8) D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ^  [AND] E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ^  

a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

* S e c .  4. A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 1 6 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(f) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  its d i v i s i o n  of d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  s h a l l  

c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  th e  d i v i s i o n s  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  of the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in p r o v i d i n g  f o r  

t h e  e f f e c t i v e  t r a n s f e r  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  b y  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  the  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c o m p a t i b l e  s y s t e m s  a n d  c o m m o n  s t a n d a r d s .

* Sec. 5. AS 44.33.020 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(24) study, design, implement, and manage the telecommunica­

tions systems and services of the state under AS 44.33.501 - 44.33.517.

* Sec. 6. AS 44.42.020 is amended to read:
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Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S .  (a) T he  d e p a r t m e n t  shall

(1) plan, design, c o n s t r u c t  a n d m a i n t a i n  all s t at e  m od e s  of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  [, C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I­

T I E S , ]  a n d  all d o c k s ,  floats, b r e a k w a t e r s ,  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s i m i l a r  f a c i­

li t i e s  ;

(2) s t u d y  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o d e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S ]  in the s t a t e  to d e t e r m i n e  h o w  they m i g h t  be 

i m p r o v e d  or w h e t h e r  they s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to be m a i n t a i n e d ;

(3) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  of i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N ]  i n  the s t a t e  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the e c o n o m i c  c o s t s  of e a c h  

a l t e r n a t i v e  a n d  its e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  social e f f e c t s ;

(4) d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  l o n g - r a n g e  i n t e r m o d a l  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  p l a n  for the st a t e;

(5) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to e x i s t i n g  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in 

u r b a n  a r e a s a n d  d e v e l o p  p l a n s  to i m p r o v e  u r b a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(6) c o o p e r a t e  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  a n d  e n t e r  i n t o  a g r e e m e n t s  

w i t h  f ed eral, s t a t e  and local g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d  p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a­

tio n s  a n d  p e r s o n s  in e x e r c i s i n g  its pow e r s  and duties;

(7) manage, o p e r a t e ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i­

li t i e s  [, C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S , ]  a n d  all d o c k s ,  floats, b r e a k w a t e r s  

a n d  b u i l d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  all s t a t e  h i g h w a y s ,  v e s s e l s ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  p i p e­

lines, a i r p o r t s ,  and a v i a t i o n  fa c i l i t i e s;

(8) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in the state, 

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  eco n o mi c ,  soci a l ,  an d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  of e a c h  

a l t e r n a t i v e ;

(9) c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  d e v e l o p  s t a t e a n d  r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

s y s t e m s ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  d e l e t i o n s ,  a d d i t i o n s ,  a n d  the  a b s e n c e  of a l t e r a -

>

(10) d e v e l o p  f a c i l i t y  p r o g r a m  p l a n s  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  [AND
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C O M M U N I C A T I O N  FACILITIES] a n d  state b u i l d i n g s ,  docks a n d  b r e a k w a t e r s  

r e q u i r e d  to i m p l e m e n t  the d u t i e s  set o u t  in this s e c t i o n,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  

not l i m i t e d  to (A) f u n c t i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  c r i t e r ia ;  a n d  (B) s c h e d u l e s  

for c o m p l e t i o n ;

(11) s u p e r v i s e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  all s t a t e  a u t o m o t i v e  a n d  m e c h a n­

ical e q u i p m e n t ,  aircraft, a n d  vessels, e x c e p t  v e s s e l s  an d  a i r c r a f t  u s e d  

b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish a n d  Game or the D e p a r t m e n t  of Public S a f e t y ;  

[AND]

(12) s u p e r v i s e  a e r o n a u t i c s  [AND C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ]  i n s i d e  the 

state, u n d e r  AS 0 2 . 1 0 ; a n d  [.]

(13) c o m p l e t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a c u r r e n t  i n v e n t o r y  of pu b l i c  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a p r o j e c t i o n  of the s e r v i c e a b i l i t y  of the f a c i l i­

ties a n d  p r o j e c t i o n s  of r e p l a c e m e n t s  and a d d i t i o n s  to f a c i l i t i e s  n e e d e d  

to p r o v i d e  the level of s e r v i c e s  p r o g r a m m e d  by the vari o u s  us e r  a g e n c i e s  

for m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  with p o p u l a t i o n s  of less tha n  1 2 , 0 0 0  and for u n i n c o r­

po r a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  and p e r f o r m  those d u t i e s  on a c o o p e r a t i v e  b a s i s  

w i t h  larger m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

(b) The d e p a r t m e n t  m a y

(1) en g a g e  in e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  to a v a i l a b l e  or 

fu t u r e  m od e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  an d  a n y  m e a n s  of i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  s e r v i c e  [AND C O M M U N I C A T I O N ] ;

(2) e x er c i s e  t h e  power of e m i n e n t  domain, i n c l u d i n g  the 

d e c l a r a t i o n  of taking as p r o v i d e d  in AS 09.55.

* Sec. 7. AS 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 5 5 ( b ) ( 3 ) ( F )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(F) [ C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  F A C I L I T I E S  AND] t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s ;

* Sec. 8. All references to the Department of Commerce and Economic 

Development and to the commissioner of commerce and economic development in 

the Alaska Statutes shall be read as the Department of Commerce, Economic
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D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m e r c e ,  e c o­

no m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  in o r d e r  to c a r r y  

o u t  t h e  i n t e n t  a n d  p u r p o s e  of thi s Act.

* Sec. 9. T h e  b a l a n c e  of t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o u n d  in  sec. 23, page 48, l ines 15 - 37, a n d 

sec. 25, p a g e  79, l ines 31 - 36, a n d  p a g e  80, l i n e s  1 - 22, ch. 80, S L A  1979, 

a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 10. T h e  b a l a n c e  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d­

c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  f o u n d  in sec. 23, p a g e  9, l i n e  23, ch. 80, S L A  1979, is 

t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m­

m u n i c a t i o n s  .

* Sec. 11. T h e  b a l a n c e s  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for c a p i ta l  p r o j e c t s  m a d e  

to t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  i n  sec. 25, p a g e  55, l i n e s 28 - 

36, a n d  p a g e  56, l i n e s  4 - 12, ch. 80, S L A  1979, ar e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 12. T h e  u n e x p e n d e d  b a l a n c e s  of any o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for c a p i­

tal p r o j e c t s  m a d e  to t he  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  the D e­

p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ,  d i v i s i o n  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  

a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d 

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 13. A S  1 4 . 5 8  is r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 14. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980.
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