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I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

CS  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 509 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  in

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;  

t r a n s f e r r i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f u n c t i o n s  to t h o s e  

d i v i s i o n s ;  a n d  c h a n g i n g  t h e  n a m e  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t  to 

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. I N T E N T  A N D  P U R P O S E .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  and d e c l a r e s  t h a t

(1) a d e q u a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  

a t  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  a f f o r d a b l e  r a t e s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  to t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  g o v e r n­

me n t ,  c o m m e r c e  a n d  p r i v a t e  life a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  

b e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  to all a g e n c i e s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  

s t a t e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  l o c a t i o n ;

(2) t h e  g e n e r a t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  e x c h a n g e  a n d  u s e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  

h a v e  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i t a l  e l e m e n t s  of s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  

g o v e r n m e n t  p r o c e s s e s ,  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e  b o t h  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of a n d  a n  e s s e n­

tial e l e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h o s e  p r o c e s s e s ;

(3) telecommunications may often offer the only effective alter­

native to time-consuming and increasingly expensive transportation of persons 

and the Information they possess;

(4) current and projected public, business and government needs 

f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  and enhanced telecommunications and information transfer 

• e r v l c e s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  are highly d i v e r s e ,  reflecting the increasingly com-
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1 p l e x  a n d  i n t e r a c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m s  a n d  in-

2 stitutions of th e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  an d  d i v e r s i f i e d  r o l e

3 o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e s e  s y s t e m s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;

* (5) th e  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the s t a t e ' s  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e

5 s e c t o r s  w i l l  d e p e n d  g r e a t l y  o n  the i n n o v a t i v e  u s e  o f  n e w  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

6 s e r v i c e s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  n o w  b e c o m i n g  a v a i l a b l e ;

(6) t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  c a n  h e l p  r e d u c e  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  of A l a s k a n s  

w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  f r o m  the r e m a i n d e r  of the s t a t e s  of t h e U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

a n d  th e  c o u n t r i e s  o f  the  w o r l d ;

(7) t h e  e x i s t i n g  l o c a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  p u b l i c  n o n ­

c o m m e r c i a l  r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  s y s t e m  mu s t  c o n t i n u e  to be e n c o u r a g e d  a n d  

s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e ,  and, i n  o r d e r  to p r o v i d e  t h i s  s e r v i c e  to all of 

A l a s k a ' s  c i t i z e n s ,  p l a n n e d  g r o w t h  of the s y s t e m  m u s t  be s u p e r v i s e d  a n d  c o o r ­

d i n a t e d  b y  the s t a t e ;

(8) i m p r o v e d  a n d  m o r e  w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n t  ies 

f o r  al l  A l a s k a n s  c a n  be g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  by e x p l o i t i n g  th e a b i l i t y  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t e c h n o l o g i e s  to m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  e d u ­

c a t i o n  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n  in all p a r t s  of the state;

(9) it is in the i n t e r e s t  o f  all c i t i z e n s  of the s t a t e  for the 

s t a t e  to f a c i l i t a t e  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of b o t h  b a s i c  a n d  a d v a n c e d  t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  to be a v a i l a b l e  to all its c i t i z e n s  fo r  t h e i r  

i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  m u t u a l  b e n e f i t ;  a nd

(10) t h e s e  g o a l s  c a n  b e  b e s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  c o o r d i n a t i n g  a l l  of 

t h e  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h  o n e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  to a s s u r e  

I n c r e a s e d  e f f i c i e n c y  i n  p r o v i d i n g  the p u b l i c  b e n e f i t s  of

(A) c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p l a n n i n g  for the s t a t e i

(B) increased accountability for a d e q u a t e ,  r e l i a b l e ,  and 

cost-effective telecommunications system development;

(C) Increased effectiveness in c o o r d i n a t i n g  an d  a s s i s t i n g  '
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p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  u s e r s ;

2 (D) the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of c o n s i s t e n t  pu bl i c  p o l i c y  for the

3 s t a t e  r e l a t e d  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  syst e m s  and services, a n d  bet t e r  p u b l i c  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the s t a t e ' s  p o l i c i e s  and p r o grams.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 3 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c tions to read:

A R T I C L E  11. T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1 .  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  D I VISIONS. T h e r e  is e s t a b­

li s h e d  in the d e p a r t m e n t

(1) a d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  se r vices: and

(2) a d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  systems.

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 3 .  D E P U T Y  C O M M I S S I O N E R .  (a) The t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

d i v i s i o n s  s h a l l  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  by a d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the d e p a r t­

m e n t  a p p o i n t e d  by  the g o vernor.

(b) Th e d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall

(1) p r o v i d e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  for the a c t i v i t i e s  of the 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  divi s i o n s ;

(2) p e r f o r m  o ther d e p a r t m e n t a l  dut i e s  as m a y  be a s s i g n e d  by 

th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 7 .  PO W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  OF T H E  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  D I V I­

SION S .  (a) Th e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  shall

(1) a d v i s e  the g o v e r n o r  o n  m a t t e r s  of p o l i c y  and c o m p r e h e n­

si v e  s tat e  p l a n n i n g  for t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  services;

(2) m a k e  a n  an n u a l  report to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  to the l e g i s­

la t u r e  on  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i si o n s ;

(3) provide for representation of the public interest in 

matters pertaining to the availability, adequacy, cost and design of 

telecommunications services and facilities before state and federal 

legal and regulatory forums;

(4) coordinate, manage, and supervise existing state programs
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i n  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the m a n a g e m e n t  of t hose t e l e c o m m u n i­

ca t i o n  s e r v i c e s  for the state o b t a i n e d  f rom c o m m o n  c a r r i e r s  and f r o m  the 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  indu s t r y ;

(5) w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  and c o n s u l t i n g  a s s i s t­

an c e  to the e x e c u t i v e ,  j u dicial, a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h e s  of s t a t e  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  to the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  and to p r i v a t e  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  

a g e n ci e s  w h i c h  r e q u e s t  such a s s i s t a n c e  in f a c i l i t y  p r o c u r e m e n t  a n d  

l e a s i ng  a n d  in i d e n t i f y i n g  l o n g - r a n g e  g o a l s  an d  o b j e c t i v e s  for the s t a t e 

a n d  its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  in all a s p e c t s  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  public, e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(6) p r e p a r e  and m a i n t a i n  a s t a t e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  to f u r t h e r  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a n d  to m e e t  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e e d s  and pr e p a r e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n v e n t o r y  of all s t a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(7) plan, design, c o n s t r u c t ,  m a n a g e  and o p e r a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i­

ca t i o n  s y s t e m s  o w n e d  or leased b y  e x e c u t i v e  a g e n c i e s  as n e c e s s a r y  to 

a c h i e v e  the o b j e c t i v e s  of AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 44.33 . 5 1 7 ;

(8) c o n t r a c t  w i t h  c o m m o n  c a r r i e r s  or p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  w h e n  

in the bes t  i n t e r e s t s  of the state, for the c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  

m a i n t e n a n c e  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  and d e v e l o p  a p r o c u r e m e n t  

policy, u n d e r  AS 37.05, w h i c h  e m p h a s i z e s  c o m p e t i t i o n  an d  r e l i a n c e  o n  the 

p r i v a t e  sector;

(9) p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  to s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  to 

p r o m o t e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  u n i t y  in the p r e p a r a t i o n  of a g e n c y  

plans and p r o g r a m s  i n v o l v i n g  the u s e  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(10) apply fo r and accept fe d e ra l and p riv a te  money, p ro p erty, 

or a ss ista n ce , that may be appropriated, granted or otherw ise made 

a v a ila b le  to the telecommunications d iv is io n s  and use and disperse money 

a n d  property fo r purposes co n sisten t w ith  the terms of AS 44.33.501 -
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4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7  s u b j e c t  to r e a s o n a b l e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  by th e  gr a n t o r ;

(11) p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  p r o v i n c e s ,  s t a t e s  o r  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  or i n t e r s t a t e  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  a s s i s t  

A l a s k a ' s  l ocal g o v e r n m e n t s ,  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  c o u n c i l s ,  i n  

p l a n n i n g  a nd  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  t

(12) p r o v i d e  f o r  the o r d e r l y  t r a n s i t i o n  to n e w  t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  a n d  s y s t e m s  b y  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ;

(13) s e r v e  as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  for i n f o r m a t i o n ,  d a t a,  a n d  o t h e r  

m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  or h e l p f u l  to f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  or l o c a l  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  i n  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s y s t e m s ;  

a n d

(14) c o o r d i n a t e  t heir s e r v i c e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h o s e o f  

o t h e r  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  to the f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  to 

a v o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  d u p l i c a t i o n .

(b) T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  m a y

(1) c o o r d i n a t e  t h ei r  f u n c t i o n s  w i t h  local, r e g i o n a l ,  s t a t e  

a n d  f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  p r i v a t e  g r o u p s  a n d  I n d i v i d u a l s ,  a n d  w i t h  o f f i ­

cia l s ,  of o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  p r o v i n c e s  a n d  s t a t e s ;

(2) e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s  a n d  s u b c o n t r a c t s  o n  b e h a l f  of t h e  

s t a t e  to c a r r y  o u t  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 ;

(3) a c t  fo r  t h e  s t a t e  in th e  i n i t i a t i o n ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

e v a l u a t i o n  o f  or p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in p r o g r a m s  r e l a t e d  to t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  

the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  w h i c h  i n v o l v e  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  g o v e r n m e n t  

o r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t i

(4) on behalf of the state, apply for, accept and expend

gifts or grants made to the state if the gifts or grants are for the

purposes of furthering the objectives of the telecommunications divi­

sions i
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(5) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  to o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  for the p u r­

p o s e  o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 .

(c) I n  p r o c e e d i n g s  b e f o r e  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  

th e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  r e i m b u r s e  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  

f o r  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  o u t s i d e  c o u n s e l  u n d e r  A S  4 2 . 0 5 . -  

1 1 1 ( b )  if th e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  e l e c t s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  the t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s .

S e c .  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 9 .  D I V I S I O N  O F  P U B L I C  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  S E R V I C E S .

(a) T h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  be a d­

m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d i r e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(b) T h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  p r o­

v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  g r a n t s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  p u b l i c  t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  u s e r s  in o r d e r  to a s s i s t  in the c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o f  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  fo r  al l s p e c i a l i z e d  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s .  T h e  

d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  p r o v i d e

(1) c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  

fo r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  in p r e­

paration o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  for g r a n t s  r e l a t e d  to p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t  as 

may be requested by

(A) p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u­

cat i o n ;

(B) the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d

(C) o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  as a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  d e p u t y  

c o m m i s s i o n e r ;

(2) coordination and support for all public broadcasting 

functions in the state as follows:

(A) the division shall encourage responsible local 

control of all public broadcast entitles in the state;

(B) the division may contract with competent stations or
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production centera for s e rv ic e s ;

(C) the d iv is io n  s h a ll  receive and review  requests for 

operating and c a p ita l support from public broadcasting e n t it ie s ,  

and may award grants to those e n t it ie s ;

(D) the d iv is io n  s h a ll  pursue the development of pu blic  

broadcast se rv ic e s  to a l l  resid e n ts of the s ta te ;

(E) the d iv is io n  may not control or be resp o n sib le  fo r  

the program content or p o licy  of public broadcasters except that 

grants or te ch n ica l assistan ce  may not be given to a broadcaster 

who is  in  v io la t io n  of fed eral or state  laws or re g u la tio n s ;

(3) coordination and support for health and sa fe ty -re la te d  

fu n ctio n s, including the ad m in istrative  and c lie n t  s e rv ic e s  provided by

(A) sta te  agencies,

(B) fed eral agencies,

(C) p riv a te  agencies;

(4) coordination and support to telecommunications se rv ic e s

fo r public p a rt ic ip a t io n  in  state-fin an ced  s e rv ic e s , as may be s ta tu ­

t o r i ly  required or otherwise appropriate;

(5) assistance to the regionalization of instructional tele­

communications services by local school districts or other local and 

regional education agencies, through design, development, and promotion 

by the division of public telecommunications services;

(6) establishment of operational policies by the division of 

public telecommunications services; for public service telecommunica­

tions uses, after consideration of the recommendations of the Public 

Telecommunications Advisory Board;

(7) assistance to advisory councils representative of the 

specialized instructional, public broadcasting, health or safety- 

related, public participation, or regional interests described in this
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s e c t i o n ,  as n e c e s s a r y  to p e r f o r m  a s s i g n e d  d i v i s i o n  funct i o n s.

(c) Th e  d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  m a y  n o t  

own, operate, or be the l i c e n s e e  of a p u b l i c  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  b r o a d c a s t  

s t a t i o n  or p r o d u c t i o n  cent er .

(d) N o t h i n g  in this s e c t i o n  is i n t e n d e d  to imply d i v i s i o n  r e ­

sp o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  p r o g r a m m i n g  c o n t e n t .  P r o g r a m  design, p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  

u s e  r e m a i n  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the p r o g r a m - s p o n s o r i n g  agency, n o t  the 

div is i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 1 .  P U B L I C  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  A D V I S O R Y  BOARD. (a) 

T h e r e  is the P u b l i c  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A d v i s o r y  Board in the d e p a r t m e n t .  

T h e  b oard s h a l l a d v i s e  the d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r ­

vic e s  with r e g a r d  to the p o l i c i e s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the d i v i s i o n .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of 10 m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  as follows:

(1) two m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by the s t a t e  Board of E d u c a t i o n  

(AS 1 4.07.080), on e  of w h o m  shall als o  be a m e m b e r  of a local s c h o o l  

board;

(2) on e m e m b e r  of the h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a p p o i n t e d  by 

the speaker o f  the house;

(3) o n e  m e m b e r  of the s e n a t e  a p p o i n t e d  by the p r e s i d e n t  of 

t h e  senate;

(4) one m e m b e r  of the j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m  a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e  c h i e f  

j u s t i c e  of the  s u p r e m e  court;

(5) two members a p p o i n t e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the Depart­

ment of Health and Social Services, including one member from the A d­

visory Council on Emergency Medical Services (AS 18.08.020) from a list 

of nominees provided by the Advisory Council on Emergency Medical Ser­

vices! and

(6) three members who are employees, officers, or directors 

of public nonprofit broadcasting stations, appointed by vote of the
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p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t  l i c e n s e e s i  the e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  b y  the 

d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s .

(c) M e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  to o v e r l a p p i n g  t e r m s  

of four years. T h r e e  of t h e  f i r s t  a p p o i n t m e n t s  to t h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  b e  

fo r  t w o - y e a r  terms, t h r e e  fo r  t h r e e - y e a r  t e r m s  a n d  t h r e e  f o r  f o u r - y e a r  

te r ms .  T e r m s  of o f f i c e  e x p i r e  o n  J u n e  30. B e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

t e r m  of a m e m b e r ,  the a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a s u c c e s s o r  to 

s u c c e e d  the m e m b e r  w h o s e  t e r m  is e x p i r i n g .  A s u c c e s s o r  s h a l l  a s s u m e  

b o a r d  m e m b e r  d u t i e s  o n  J u l y  1 f o l l o w i n g  the a p p o i n t m e n t .  A p e r s o n  

a p p o i n t e d  to the b o a r d  m a y  n o t  s e r v e  m o r e  t h a n  two c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s ,  or 

a m a x i m u m  of e i g h t  years. U n l e s s  a v a c a n c y  is c a u s e d  by th e  n o r m a l  

e x p i r a t i o n  of a m e m b e r ' s  t e r m,  t h e  a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  m a k e  a n  

a p p o i n t m e n t  to b e c o m e  i m m e d i a t e l y  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  the d u r a t i o n  of the 

u n e x p i r e d  term.

(d) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  m e e t  in p u b l i c  s e s s i o n  q u a r t e r l y  a n d  m a y  h o l d

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  m e e t i n g s  as n e c e s s a r y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .

T h e  b o a r d  s hall d e t e r m i n e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  q u o r u m  for c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s .

(e) M e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  b u t  a r e

e n t i t l e d  to pe r  d i e m  an d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  A S  3 9 . 2 0 . 1 8 0 .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 3 .  D I V I S I O N  O F  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  S Y S T E M S .  (a) T h e  

d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  s h a l l  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d i r e c ­

tor a p p o i n t e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(b) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (c) o f  this s e c t i o n ,  the d i v i s i o n  o f 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  s h a l l

(1) p la n ,  d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t ,  m a n a g e  a n d  o p e r a t e  a l l  t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  o w n e d  or l e a s e d  by s t a t e  e x e c u t i v e  a g e n c i e s ;

(2) m a n a g e  c e n t r e x  a n d  o t h e r  t e l e p h o n e - r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  o f

the state;

(3) be responsible fo r  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  a n d
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d e s i g n  g e n e r a l l y *  and

(4) c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  e x e c u t i v e  a g e n c i e s  In p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r 

d a t a  a n d  w o r d  p r o c e s s i n g  ta s k s .

(c) N o t h i n g  in A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7  p r o h i b i t s  a s t a t e  a g e n c y  

f r o m  d e v e l o p i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  w i t h i n  its o w n  a g e n c y  if the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  g i v e s  w r i t t e n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  for the a g e n c y  to e n g a g e  in its 

o w n  d e s i g n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  or o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  

a u t h o r i z e  i n d e p e n d e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o n l y  u p o n  a s h o w i n g  o f  n e c e s s i t y .

(d) A n  a g e n c y  a u t h o r i z e d  to d e v e l o p  an i n t e r n a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s y s t e m  shall, to t h e  m a x i m u m  f e a s i b l e  e x t e nt ,  c o o r d i n a t e  its d e s i g n , 

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  an d  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s .

S ec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 ,

(1) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  the P u b l i c  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A d v i s o r y

B o a r d  *

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  

of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s s

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s !

(4) " d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in the d e p a r t m e n t  w h o  a d m i n i s t e r s  the t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s ;

(5) " e x e c u t i v e  a g e n c i e s "  m e a n s  all d e p a r t m e n t s ,  d i v i s i o n s  a n d 

o f f i c e s  in t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  of s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  b u t  doe s  n o t  m e a n  

th e  University o f  A l a s k a ;

(6) "public broadcasting" means the delivery of radio or 

television noncommercial programming intended for the general public by 

any method of telecommunications;

(7) "public service telecommunications" means telecommuni-

-10- CSSB 509



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

1 3

1 4

1 6

1 6

1 7

IE

IE

2(

21

2;

2:

2'

21

21

2

2

2

c a t i o n s  w h i c h  serve p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g ,  gene r a l e d u c a t i o n a l ,  I n s t r u c­

tional, m e d i c a l ,  safety, emergency, or p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  functions!

(8) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s "  m ea n s  the t r a n s m i s s i o n  an d  r e c e p t i o n  

of m e s s a g e s ,  im p r e s s i o n s ,  p i c t u r e s an d  s i gn a l s  by means of e l e c t r o­

m a g n e t i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  w i t h  or w i t h o u t  b e n e f i t  of a c l o s e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

m e d i u m  i n c l u d i n g  all i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s ,  facili ti e s ,  a p p a r a t u s , an d 

se r vices, w h e t h e r  c o n v e y e d  by cable, wire, r a d i a t e d  t h r o u gh  space, or 

t r a n s m i t t e d  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  me d i a  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i e d  area or b e t w e e n  

d e s i g n a t e d  p o i n t s ;

(9) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s "  m eans those s y s t e m s  in w h i c h  

the p r i n c i p a l  s e r v i c e a n d  f u nctions are t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(10) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s "  means the d i v i s i o n  of 

p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  services a n d  the d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i­

cat i o n s  syste m s.

* Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 1 5 . 0 1 0 ( 8 )  is a m e nd e d  to read:

(8) D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ^  [AND] E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ^  

a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

*Sec. 4. AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 6 0  is a m e n d ed  b y  a d d i n g  a ne w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(f) The  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  its d i v i s i o n  of data p r o c e s s i n g  s hall 

c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  the d i v i s i o n s  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

Co m m e r c e , E c o n o m i c  D e v el o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in p r o v i d i n g  for 

t h e  e f f e c t i v e  t r a n s f e r  of i n f o r m a t i o n  b y  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of c o m p a t i b l e  systems and c o m m o n  stan d a rd s .

* Sec. 5. AS 44.33.020 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(24) study, design, implement, and manage the telecommunica­

tions systems and services of the state under AS 44.33.501 - 44.33.517.

* Sec. 6. AS 44.42.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 44.42.020. POWERS AND DUTIES, (a) The department shall

(1) plan, design, construct and maintain all state modes of
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t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  [, C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I­

TI E S , ]  an d  all docks, floats, b r e a k w a t e r s ,  b u i l d i n g s  and  s i m i l a r  f a c i­

li t i e s  i

(2) s t u d y  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o de s  and f a c i l i t i e s  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S ]  in the s t a t e  to d e t e r m i n e  h o w  t h e y  m i g h t  be 

i m p r o v e d  or w h e t h e r  the y  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to be m a i n t a i n e d ;

(3) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  of i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N ]  in the s t a t e  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the e c o n o m i c c o s t s  of e a c h  

a l t e r n a t i v e  a nd  its e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and social effects;

(4) d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  l o n g - r a n g e  i n t e r m o d a l  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  p lan for the state;

(5) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to e x i s t i n g  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in 

u r b a n  a reas an d  d e v e l o p  p l a n s  to i m p r o v e  u r b a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(6) c o o p e r a t e  an d  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  an d  enter i n t o  a g r e e m e n t s  

w i t h  federal, s t a t e  an d  local g o v e r n m e n t  a g e ncies and p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a­

tions and pers on s  in e x e r c i s i n g  its p o w e r s  and duties;

(7) m a n ag e ,  opera t e , a n d  m a i n t a i n  s t at e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i­

li t i e s  [, C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S , ]  a n d  all docks, floa t s ,  b r e a k w a t e r s  

and b u i l d i n g s ,  I n c l u d i n g  all s t a t e  h i g h w a y s ,  v es sels, r a i l r o a d s ,  p i p e­

lines, airports, a n d  a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(8) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in the state, 

c o n s i d e r i n g  th e e c o n o m i c ,  social, a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  of e a c h  

a l t e r n a t i v e !

(9) coordinate and develop state and regional transportation 

systems, considering deletions, additions, and the absence of altera­

tions i

(10) develop facility program plans for transportation [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S ]  and state buildings, docks and breakwaters 

r e q u i r e d  to Implement the duties set out in this section, including but
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n o t  l i m i t e d  to (A) f u n c t i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  c r i t e r i a ;  an d  (B) s c h e d u l e s  

for c o m p l e t i o n ;

(11) s u p e r v i s e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  all s t a t e  a u t o m o t i v e  a n d  m e c h a n ­

ical e q u i p m e n t ,  a i r c r a f t ,  a n d  v e s s e l s ,  e x c e p t  v e s s e l s  a n d  a i r c r a f t  u s e d  

b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  or t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y ;  

[AND]

(12) s u p e r v i s e  a e r o n a u t i c s  [AND C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ]  i n s i d e  t h e  

state, u n d e r  A S  0 2 . 1 0 ; a n d  [.]

(13) c o m p l e t e  an d  m a i n t a i n  a c u r r e n t  i n v e n t o r y  of p u b l i c  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a p r o j e c t i o n  of the s e r v i c e a b i l i t y  of t h e  f a c i l i­

ties a n d  p r o j e c t i o n s  of r e p l a c e m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  to f a c i l i t i e s  n e e d e d  

to p r o v i d e  the level of s e r v i c e s  p r o g r a m m e d  b y  the v a r i o u s  u s e r  

a g e n c i e s ,  f o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  of less th a n  1 2 , 0 0 0  a n d  

for u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  an d  p e r f o r m  t h o s e  d u t i e s  on a c o o p e r a­

tive b a s i s  w i t h  l a r g e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

(b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y

(1) e n g a g e  in e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  to a v a i l a b l e  or 

f u t u r e  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  an d a n y  m e a n s  of i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e  [AND C O M M U N I C A T I O N ] ;

(2) e x e r c i s e  the p o w e r  of e m i n e n t  d o m a i n , i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t a k i n g  as p r o v i d e d  in A S  09 . 5 5 .

* Sec. 7. AS 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 5 5 ( b ) ( 3 ) ( F )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(F) [ C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  F A C I L I T I E S  AND] t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

facilitiesi

* Sec. 8. All references to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  

Development and to the commissioner of commerce a n d  economic development in 

the Alaska Statutes shall be read as the Department of Commerce, Economic 

Development, and Telecommunications and the commissioner of commerce, eco­

nomic development, and telecommunications, respectively, in order to carry
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15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24 

26 

26

27

28 

29

ou t  th e  i n t e n t  a n d  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  Act.

* Sec. 9. T h e  b a l a n c e  of th e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o u n d  in sec. 23, p a g e  48, l i n e s  15 - 37, and 

sec. 25, p a g e  79, l ines 31 - 36, a n d  p a g e  80, lines 1 - 22, ch. 80, SL A  1979, 

a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 10. T h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t he  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d­

c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  f o u n d  in sec. 23, p a g e  9, l ine 23, ch. 80, S L A  1979, is 

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  and T e l e c o m­

m u n i c a t i o n s  .

* Sec. 11. T h e  b a l a n c e s  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  m a d e  

to the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  in sec. 25, p a g e  55, lines 28 - 

36, a n d  p a g e  56, lines 4 - 12, ch. 80, S L A  1979, ar e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 12. The u n e x p e n d e d  b a l a n c e s  of an y o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for c a p i­

tal p r o j e c t s  m a d e  to th e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  and the D e­

p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ,  d i v i s i o n  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  

a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 13. AS 1 4 . 5 8  is r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 14. T his Ac t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980.
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