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BY T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  BIL L  NO. 509 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

" A n  Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  in 

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t !  

t r a n s f e r r i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  an d  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  

f u n c t i o n s  to t h o s e  d i v i s i o n s ;  and c h a n g i n g  the n a m e  of 

th e  d e p a r t m e n t  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s :  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for 

a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

»3||BF. IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

14II * S e c t i o n  1. I N T E N T  A N D  P U R P O S E .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  a n d  d e c l a r e s  that 

15 (1) a d e q u a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e

16"at r e a s o n a b l e  an d  a f f o r d a b l e  r a t e s  are e s s e n t i a l  to the c o n d u c t  of g o v e r n -  

17|jraent, c o m m e r c e  an d  p r i v a t e  life a n d  tha t  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  

18||be a v a i l a b l e ,  to t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  to all a g e n c i e s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  of the 

s t a t e  r e g a r d l e s s  of l o c a t i o n !

(2) t h e  g e n e r a t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  e x c h a n g e  a nd  u s e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  

lave b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v ital e l e m e n t s  of s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d 

g o v e r n m e n t  p r o c e s s e s ,  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e  b o t h  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  a n d  a n  e s s e n­

t i a l  e l e m e n t  in s u p p o r t  of t h o s e  p r o c e s s e s ;

(3) t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m a y  o f t e n  o f f e r  the o n l y  e f f e c t i v e  a l t e r­

n a t i v e  to t i m e - c o n s u m i n g  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e x p e n s i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  

a n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  p o s s e s s ;

(4) c u r r e n t  a n d  p r o j e c t e d  p u b l i c ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  n e e d s  

f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  a n d  e n h a n c e d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a n d  

e q u i p m e n t  a r e  h i g h l y  d i v e r s e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  the i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p l e x  a n d  i n t e r -
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a c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m s  an d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of the 

state, a n d  the i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  d i v e r s i f i e d  roles of i n f o r m a t i o n

p r o c e s s i n g  and  t r a n s f e r  in t h e s e  s y s t e m s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;

(5) the f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the s t a t e ' s p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e

5 || s e c t o r s  w i l l  d e p e n d  g r e a t l y  o n  the i n n o v a t i v e  use of n e w  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

6 1 s e r v i c e s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  n o w  b e c o m i n g  a v a i l a b l e ;

(6) t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  c a n  h e l p  r e d u c e  the i s o l a t i o n  of A l a s k a n s  

8 || w i t h i n  the s t a t e  a n d  f r o m  the r e m a i n d e r  of the s t a t e s  of t h e  U n i t e d  St a t es  

9 ||and t h e  c o u n t r i e s  of the world;

(7) i m p r o v e d  and m o r e  w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n t i e s  

111| for a l l  A l a s k a n s  c a n  be g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  of 

12 t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t e c h n o l o g i e s  to m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  the h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  

13|| e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n  in all p a r t s  of the state;

(8) it is in the i n t e r e s t  of all c i t i z e n s  of the s t a t e  for the 

s t a t e  to f a c i l i t a t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of b o t h  b a s i c  a n d  a d v a n c e d  telecomrauni-

161 c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  to be a v a i l a b l e  to all its c i t i z e n s  for their 

171| i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  m u t u a l  b e ne f i t ;  and

(9) t h e s e  g o a ls  c a n  be b e s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  a g g r e g a t i n g  all of the 

s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a c t i v i t i e s  in o n e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  the b e n e f i t s  of

20' i n c r e a s e d  e f f i c i e n c y  an d a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  b e t t e r  p u b l i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 

21’ the s t a t e ' s  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s .

22' * Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 3 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  t o  read:

A R T I C L E  11. T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1 .  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  D I V I S I O N S .  T h e r e  is e s t a b­

li s h e d  in t h e  d e p a r t m e n t

(1) a d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s ;  and

(2) a  d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  and

i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 3 .  D E P U T Y  C O M M I S S I O N E R .  T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
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d i v i s i o n s  s h a l l  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d ep u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the d e p a r t­

ment a p p o i n t e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec. 4 4 .3 3 . 5 0 5 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D UT I E S  O F  T H E  DEPUTY COMMI S S I O N ER .  (a) 

Th e  d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall

(1) s u p e r v i s e  and a d m i n i s t e r  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the t e l e c o m­

mu n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s ;

(2) a d v i s e  the g o v e r n o r  on m a t t e r s  of policy and c o m p r e h e n­

sive s tat e  p l a n n i n g  for t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  services;

(3) m a k e  an annual r e p o r t  to the g o v e r n o r  and to the l e g i s­

lature on the a c t i v i t i e s  of the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  divisions.

(b) Th e  d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may

(1) e n t e r  into c o n t r a c t s  and s u b c o n t r a c t s  on behalf of the 

s tate to c a r r y  out the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 44.33.517;

(2) act for the s t a t e  in the initia ti o n ,  inv e s t i g a t io n ,  

e v a l u a t i o n  of or p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in p ro g r a m s  r e l a t e d  to the p u r p o s e s  of 

the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  w h i c h  i n v o l v e  more than one g o v e r n m e n t  

or g o v e r n m e n t a l  unit;

(3) on b e h a l f  of the state, a p p l y  for, accept and e x p e n d

gifts or gr a nt s  m a d e  to the s t a t e  if the g i f t s  or grants are for the

pu r p o s e s  of f u r t h e r i n g  the o b j e c t i v e s  of the t e l e c o m m u n i c at i o n s  d i v i­

sions.

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 7 .  F U N C T I O N S  AND D U T I E S  O F  THE T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

DI V I S I O N S ,  (a) T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  shall

(1) a d v o c a t e  the p u b l i c  in t e r e s t  in m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the 

a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  a d e q u a c y ,  cost a n d  d e s i g n  of t el e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  

a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  b e f o r e  s ta t e  a n d  federal legal and r e g u l a t o r y  forums;

(2) c o o r d i n a t e ,  m a n a g e ,  and s u p e r v i s e  e x i s t i n g  state p r o g r a ms  

i n  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the m a n a g e m e n t  of those t e l e c o m m u n i­

ca t i o n  ser v i c e s  f o r  the  s t a t e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  common carriers a n d  f r o m  the



c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n d u s t r y ;

(3) p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  c o n s u l t i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  to the 

e x e c u t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h e s  of s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  an d  to 

p r i v a t e  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  r e q u e s t  s u c h  a s s i s t a n c e  in f a c i l i t y  

p r o c u r e m e n t  and  l e a s i n g  a n d  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  l o n g - r a n g e  g o a l s a n d  o b j e c t­

ives f o r  the  s t a t e  a n d  its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  in all a s p e c t s  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  publ i c,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  a n d  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(4) p r e p a r e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a s t a t e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  to f u r t h e r  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a n d  to m e e t  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e e d s ;

(5) p l a n , d e s i g n ,  m a n a g e  a n d  o p e r a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

s y s t e m s  o w n e d  or l e a s e d  b y  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ;

(6) p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  to s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  to 

p r o m o t e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  u n i t y  in th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of a g e n c y  

p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  i n v o l v i n g  the u s e  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(7) a p p l y  fo r  a n d  a c c e p t  f e d e r a l  a n d  p r i v a t e  m o n e y ,  p r o p e r t y ,  

or a s s i s t a n c e ,  t h a t  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  g r a n t e d  or o t h e r w i s e  m a d e  

a v a i l a b l e  to th e  d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  use an d  

d i s p e r s e  m o n e y  a n d  p r o p e r t y  for p u r p o s e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  th e  t erms of 

A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7  s u b j e c t  to r e a s o n a b l e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  by 

t he g r a n t o r ;

(8) p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  p r o v i n c e s ,  s t a t e s  or 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t s  in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  or i n t e r s t a t e  p l a n n i n g ,  and a s s i s t  

A l a s k a ' s  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  c o u n c i l s ,  in 

planning and c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e ir  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations ;

(9) provide for the orderly transition to new telecommuni­

cations services and facilities by state agencies; and
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(10) s e r v e  as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  fo r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  data, a n d  o t h e r  

m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  or h e l p f u l  to f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  o r  local 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s y s t e m s ;

(11) c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  an d  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h o s e  of 

o t h e r  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  to the f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  to 

a v o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  d u p l i c a t i o n s  j

(12) c o n t r a c t  w i t h  c o m m o n  c a r r i e r s  a n d  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  

w h e n  f e a s i b l e ,  to a c h i e v e  t h e i r  p u r p o s e s .

(b) T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  m a y  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  f u n c­

tions w i t h  local, r e g i o n a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  p r i v a t e  g r o u p s  

a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a n d  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s ,  of o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  p r o v i n c e s  and  

s t a t e s ,  a n d  m a y  h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  to o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  for the 

p u r p o s e  of c a r r y i n g  out t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 .

S ec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 9 .  D I V I S I O N  O F  P U B L I C  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  S E K V I C E S .

(a) T h e  d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  be 

a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d i r e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(b) T h e  d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l

(1) p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  in the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h o u t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for th e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  

p r o g r a m m i n g ;

(2) b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  the c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  of all 

p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  f u n c t i o n s  i n  the s t a t e  i n c l u d i n g ,  bu t  n o t  l i m i t e d  

to, f i n a n c i n g  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g ;

(3) d e s i g n ,  d e v e l o p ,  p r o v i d e ,  a n d  m a n a g e  all p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  s t u d y  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t e l e c o m­

m u n i c a t i o n s  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m s  t o  a s s i s t  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  in 

p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  to t h e  p u b l i c ;  a n d

(4) r e c e i v e  a n d  r e v i e w  r e p o r t s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f r o m  the
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P u b l i c  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A d v i s o r y  Board.

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 1 .  P U B L I C  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  A D V I S O R Y  BOARD. (a)

T h e r e  is t h e  P u b l i c  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  in the d e p a r t m e n t .  

T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a d v i s e  the d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

services w i t h  r e g a r d  to the p l a n n i n g  and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of e d u c a t i o n a l  

a n d  h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e ms .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of n i n e  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  h y  the g o v e r n o r  

as f o l lows:

(1) one m e m b e r  f ro m  the state B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  (AS 14.0 7 . - 

080) f r o m  a list of n o m i n e e s  p r o v i d e d  by th e  B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n s

(2) one m e m b e r  fro m  the Board of R e g e n t s  of the U n i v e r s i t y  of 

A l a s k a  (AS 1 4 . 4 0 . 1 20 )  f r o m  a lis t  of n o m i n e e s  p r o v i d e d  by the B o a r d  of 

R e g e n t s i

(3) one m e m b e r  f r o m  the A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  on E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  

S e r v i c e s  (AS 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 2 0 )  from a list of n o m i n e e s  p r o v i d e d  by the A d v i s o r y  

C o u n c i l  o n  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  S e r v i ce s ;

(4) two m e m b e r s  w h o  ar e  m e m b e r s  of lo c a l  school boards;

(5) t h r e e  m e m b e r s  w h o  are e m p l o y e e s ,  o f f i c e r s ,  or d i r e c t o r s  

of p u b l i c  n o n p r o f i t  b r o a d c a s t i n g  stations; and

(6) o n e  m e m b e r  w h o  is an e m p l o y e e ,  o f f i c e r ,  or d i r e c t o r  of a 

c o m m e r c i a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s t a t i o n .

(c) M e m b e r s  o f  the b o a r d  shall be a p p o i n t e d  to o v e r l a p p i n g  terms 

of f o u r  years. T h r e e  of the f i r s t  a p p o i n t m e n t s  to the b o a r d  s h a l l  be 

for t w o - y e a r  terms, t hree f o r  t h r e e - y e a r  terms a n d  t h r e e  for f o u r - y e a r  

t e r m s .

(d) The b o a r d  m a y  h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  m e e t i n g s  as 

necessary throughout the state and s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  q u o r u m  

for conducting business.

(e) Members of the Board serve without compensation, but are
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e n t i t l e d  to per d i e m  an d  travel e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  AS 19.20.180.

Sec. 4 4 .3 3 . 5 1 3 .  D I V I S I O N  OF T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ,  D A T A  P R O C E S S I N G  

A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N  S YS T E M S .  (a) The d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  data 

p r o c e s s i n g  an d  i n f o r m a t i o n  systems s h a l l  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  by a d i r e c t o r  

a p p o i n t e d  by the d e p u t y  commi s s i o ne r .

(b) The d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  da t a  p r o c e s s i n g  and 

i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s  shall

(1) desi g n,  develop, m a n a g e  and o p e r a t e  alt t e } e c o m m u n i -

I
cations, data p r o c e s s i n g  and data c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  o w n e d  or leased 

by the state;

(2) m a n a g e  c e n t r e x  and o t h e r  t e l e p h o n e - r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  of 

the state; and

(3) be r e s p o n s i b l e  for s t at e  f a c i l i t i e s  and t e l e c o m m u n i c a­

tions des i g n  g e n e r a l l y .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 .  D EF I N ITIONS. In AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 1 . 5 1 7 ,

(1) " b o a r d "  m eans the P u b l i c  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A d v i s o r y

Board;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  means the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  

of Commerce, E c o n o m i c  Dev e l o p m e nt ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m eans the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  Ec o n o m i c  

De v e l o p m e n t ,  and  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(4) " d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in the d e p a r t me n t  w h o  a d m i n i s t e r s  the t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations divis i o n s ;

(5) "public service telecommunications" means telecommuni­

cations which serve public broadcasting, educational, medical, safety, 

or emergency functions;

(6) "telecommunications" means the transmission and r e c e p t i o n  

of messages, impressions, pictures and signals by means of electro-
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m a g n e t i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  w i t h  or w i t h o u t  b e n e f i t  of a c l o s e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

m e d i u m  i n c l u d i n g  all i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a p p a r a t u s ,  a n d  

s e r v i c e s ,  w h e t h e r  c o n v e y e d  b y  cable, w i r e ,  r a d i a t e d  t h r o u g h  s p a c e ,  or 

t r a n s m i t t e d  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  m e d i a  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i e d  a rea or b e t w e e n  

d e s i g n a t e d  p o i n t s j

(7) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s "  m e a n s  the d i v i s i o n  of  

p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  a n d  the d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations, d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  and i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s .

* Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 1 5 . 0 1 0 ( 8 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(8) D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ^  [AND] E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ^  

a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t ions

* Sec. 4. AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to r ead:

(24) study, d e si g n ,  im p l e m e n t ,  an d  m a n a g e  the t e l e c o m m u n i c a­

tions s y s t e m s  and s e r v i c e s  o f  the s t a t e  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 .

* Sec. 5. AS 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0 .  P O W E R S  AN D  D U T IE S .  (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l

(1) plan, d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t  an d  m a i n t a i n  all s t a t e  m o d e s  of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  [, C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S , !  

a n d  all d o c k s ,  floats, b r e a k w a t e r s ,  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s i m i l a r  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(2) s t u d y  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o d e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S ]  in the s t a t e  to d e t e r m i n e  h o w  t h e y  m i g h t  be 

i m p r o v e d  o r  w h e t h e r  t hey s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to be m a i n t a i n e d ;

(3) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  of i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N ]  in th e s t a t e  w i t h  r e g a r d  to th e  e c o n o m i c  c o s t s  of  e a c h  

a l t e r n a t i v e  a n d  its e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i a l  e ff e c t s ;

(4) d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  l o n g - r a n g e  i n t e r m o d n l  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  p l a n  for the state;

(5) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to e x i s t i n g  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in 

u r b a n  a r e a s  a n d  d e v e l o p  p l a n s  t o  i m p r o v e  u r b a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;
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(6) c o o p e r a t e  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  an d  e n t e r  i nt o  a g r e e m e n t s  

w i t h  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  local g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d  p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a­

tions a n d  p e r s o n s  in e x e r c i s i n g  its p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s ;

(7) m a n a g e ,  o p e r a t e ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s  [, C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S , ]  and  all d o c k s ,  floa t s ,  b r e a k­

wa t e r s  a n d  b u i l d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  all s t a t e  h i g h w a y s ,  v e s s e l s ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  

p i p e l i n e s ,  a i r p o r t s ,  a n d  a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(8) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in the s t a t e ,  

c o n s i d e r i n g  the e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  of eac h  

a l t e r n a t i v e ;

(9) c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  d e v e l o p  s t a t e  and r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

s y s t e m s ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  d e l e t i o n s ,  a d d i t i o n s ,  an d th e  a b s e n c e  of a l t e r a­

tions ;

(10) d e v e l o p  f a c i l i t y  p r o g r a m  p l a n s  for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S ]  a n d  s t a t e  b u i l d i n g s ,  d o c k s  an d  b r e a k w a t e r s  

r e q u i r e d  to i m p l e m e n t  t h e d u t i e s  set ou t  in this s e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  

not l i m i t e d  to (A) f u n c t i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  c r i t e r i a ;  a n d  (R) s c h e d u l e s  

for c o m p l e t i o n ;

(11) s u p e r v i s e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  all s t a t e  a u t o m o t i v e  a n d  m e c h a n­

ical e q u i p m e n t ,  a i r c r a f t ,  a n d  v e s s e l s ,  e x c e p t  v e s s e l s  a n d  a i r c r a f t  u s e d  

b y  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  o r  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y ; 

[AND]

(12) s u p e r v i s e  a e r o n a u t i c s  [AND C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ]  i n s i d e  the 

state, under AS 0 2 . 1 0 ; and [.]

(13) complete and maintain a current inventory of public 

facilities, including a projection of the serviceability of the facili­

ties and projections of replacements and additions to facilities needed 

to provide the level of services programmed by the various user 

agencies, for municipalities with populations of less than 12,000 and
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1 for u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  and p e r f o r m  those d u t i e s  on a c o o p e r a­

tive b a s i s  w i t h  l a r g e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ^

(14) c o n s t r u c t  and m a i n t a i n  all c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f a c i l i t ies 

an d  s y s t e m s  in t h e  s t a t e .

(b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y

(1) e n g a g e  in e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  to a v a i l a b l e  or 

fu t u r e  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and any m e a n s of i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e  [AND C O M M U N I C A T I O N ] !

(2) e x e r c i s e  the power of emin e n t  domain, i n c l u d i n g  the 

d e c l a r a t i o n  of t a k i n g  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 09.55.

* Sec. 6. AS 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 5 5 ( b ) ( 3 ) ( F )  is amen d ed  to read:

(F) [ C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  F A C I L I T I E S  AND] t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s ;

* Sec. 7. All r e f e r e n c e s  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t  and  to the  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o mm e r c e  and e c o n o m i c  development, in 

the A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  s h a l l  be read as the D e p a r t m e n t  of Com m e r ce ,  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  an d  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m merce, 

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  in o r d e r  to carry 

out the i n t e n t  a n d  p u r p o s e  of this Act.

* Sec. 8. T h e  b a l a n c e  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s­

po r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F ac i l i t i e s  f o u nd  in sec. 23, p age 48, lines 15 - 37, 

ch. 80, S L A  1979, is t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D ep a r t m e n t  of Com m e rc e ,  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 9. T h e  b a l a n c e s  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n­

is t r a t i o n  f o u n d  i n  sec. 23, p a g e  45, line 9, and sec. 25, pag e  78, line 31, 

ch, 80, S L A  1979, a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of Com m e r c e , E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 10. T h e  b a l a n c e  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d­

c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  f o u nd  i n  sec. 23, page 9, line 23, ch. 80, S L A  1979, is
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t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of Commerce, E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  and T e l e c o m­

mu n i c a t i o n s  .

* Sec. 11. T h e  b a l a n c e s  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for capi ta l  p r o j e c t s  mad e 

to the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  in sec. 25, p a g e  55, lines 28 - 

36, an d  page 56, lines 4 - 12, ch. 80, SLA 1979, are t r a n s f e r r e d  to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  Public F acilities.

* Sec. 12. AS 44.58, A S  44 . 21 . 0 2 0 ( 1 1 ),  and 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 5 0  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 7 0  are 

r e p ealed.

* Sec. 13. T his Act takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

070(c).
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