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I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY H O H M A N

S E N A T E  B ILL N O . 4 8 9  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Ac t e s t a b l i s h i n g  a c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e  a g e n c y . "

BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 2  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  23. C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  S E R V I C E  A G E N C Y .

S e c .  4 2 . 2 3 . 0 1 0 .  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  S E R V I C E  A G E N C Y .  T h e r e  is e s t a b­

l i s h e d  in th e  O f f i c e  of t h e  G o v e r n o r  the c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e  agen c y .

Se c .  4 2 . 2 3 . 0 2 0 .  D I R E C T O R .  T h e  a g e n c y  is a d m i n i s t e r e d  by a d i r e c­

t o r  w h o  is a p p o i n t e d  b y  a n d  s e r v e s  at the p l e a s u r e  of the g o v e r n or .

Sec .  4 2 . 2 3 . 0 3 0 .  P E R S O N N E L .  T h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  e m p l o y  the p e r­

s o n n e l  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  o u t  the p r o v i s i o n s  of thi s  chapt e r.

S e c .  4 2 . 2 3 . 0 4 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  T H E  D I R E C T O R .  (a) T h e  d i r e c­

to r  s h a l l

(1) s u p e r v i s e  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  of the agen c y ;

(2) a d v i s e  the g o v e r n o r  o n  m a t t e r s  of c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t a t e  

p l a n n i n g  f o r  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s ;

(3) m a k e  a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  to the g o v e r n o r  of the a c t i v i t i e s  

of t h e  a g e n c y .

(b) T h e  d i r e c t o r  m a y

(1) with the written concurrence of the governor, enter into 

contracts and subcontracts on behalf of the state to carry out the 

provisions of this chapter;

(2) act for the state in the initiation, investigation, 

or participation in any program related to the purposes of

involves more than one government or governmental unit; 
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(3) on behalf of the state, ac c e p t  an d  e x p e n d  gifts or g r a n t s  

made to the sta te  w ith the approval of the g o v e r n o r  if the gifts or 

grants were made fo r the purposes of fu rth erin g  the o b j e c t i v e s  of the 

agency.

Sec. 42.23 . 0 5 0 .  F U N C T I O N S  A N D D U T I E S  OF T H E  AGEN C Y . (a) The 

a g e n c y  shall

(1) c o o r d i n a t e  and s u p e r v i s e  the e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  p ro g r a m s  in 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(2) c o o p e r a t e  with p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  and p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e s  

to p r o v i d e  e f f e c t i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  to all re s i d e n t s  of the state;

(3) p r o v i d e  technical a s s i s t a n c e  to the g o v e r n o r  and the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  in i d e n t i f y i n g  long range g o a l s an d  o b j e c t i v e s  for the s t a t e  

a n d  its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  in the f i e l d of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(4) p r e p a r e  and m a i n t a i n  a st a t e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a­

tions d e v e l o p m e n t  plan;

(5) p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and a s s i s t a n c e  to s t a t e  a g e n c i es  to 

p r o m o t e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and u n i t y  in the p r e p a r a t i o n  of a g e n c y  

p l a n s  and p r o g r a m s  i n v o l v i n g  the use of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(6) r e v i e w  p l a n n i n g  w i t h i n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  as ma y  be n e c e s­

sa r y  for r e c e i p t  of federal, s t a t e  or o t h e r  funds;

(7) p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h  o th e r  c o u n t ri e s ,  p r o v i n c e s ,  states or 

s u b d i v i s i o n s  of t h e s e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  or i n t e r s t a t e  p l a n n i n g ,  and as s i s t  

A l a s k a ' s  local g o v e r n m e n t s ,  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  c o uncils, in 

p l a n n i n g  an d  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t heir a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to t e l e c o m m u n i c a­

tio n s  i

(8) encourage educational and research programs that fu rth e r  

the development of e ffe c t iv e  telecommunications; and

(9) serve as a clearinghouse fo r inform ation, data, and other 

b e  h e l p f u l  or necessary to fe d e ra l, sta te  or lo c a l
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g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s y s t e m s .

(b) T h e  a g e n c y  shall, in c a r r y i n g  out its f u n c t i o n s ,  c o n s u l t  w i t h  

local, r e g i o n a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  offic i a l s ,  p r i v a t e  g r o u p s  a n d  i n d i­

viduals, a n d  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s ,  of o t h er  c o u n t r i e s ,  p r o v i n c e s  and s t a t e s ,

a n d  m a y  h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  to o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  for the p u r p o s e  of

c a r r y i n g  out the p r o v i s i o n s  of this chapter.

(c) T h e  d i v i s i o n  s hall

(1) c o o r d i n a t e  its s e r v i c e s  an d  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h o s e  of 

ot h e r  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  to the f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  to 

a v o i d  d u p l i c a t i o n s

(2) p r e p a r e  an i n t e g r a t e d  annual r e p o r t  on t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

in the s ta t e  a n d su b m it  it to the g o v e rn o r  f o r i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n t o  hi s  

r e p o r t  to the l e g i s l a t u r e ;

(3) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  and o t h e r  a p p r o­

pr i a t e  p u b l i c  a nd  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in r e s e a r c h  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .

Sec. 4 2 . 2 3 . 0 6 0 .  A G E N C Y  M A Y  ACC E P T  G R A N T S  A N D  O T H E R  AID. T h e  

a g e n c y  m a y  a p p l y  for an d  r e c e i v e  from the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  its 

a g e n c i e s ,  or f r o m  o t h e r  p u b l i c  or p r i v a te  s o ur c e s ,  gifts, g r a n t s  or 

other a ids a v a i l a b l e  for its purposes.

Sec. 4 2 . 2 3 . 0 7 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In thi s  c h a p t e r

(1) " a g e n c y "  m e a n s  the c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e  a g e n c y ;

(2) " d i r e c t o r "  m e a n s  the d i r e c t o r  of the c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s e r v i c e  agency; a n d

(3) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s "  m e a n s  th e t r a n s m i s s i o n  a n d  r e c e p t i o n  

of m e s s a g e s ,  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  p i c t u r e s  and s i g n a l s  by  m e a n s  of e l e c t r i c i t y ,  

e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  w a v e s  and  a n y  o ther k i n d  of ener gy ,  f o rc e  v a r i a t i o n s  or 

i m p u l s e s  w h e t h e r  c o n v e y e d  b y  cable, wire, r a d i a t e d  t h r o u g h  s p a c e ,  or 

t r a n s m i t t e d  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  m e d i a  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i e d  a r e a  or b e t w e e n  

d e s i g n a t e d  poin ts .
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* Sec .  2. AS 3 9 . 0 5 . 0 2 0 ( 1 4 )  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

(14) d i r e c t o r ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e  a g e n c y  [ O F F I C E  O F  

T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ] ;
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