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R e f e r r e d :  C o m m u n i t y  &  R e g i o n a l
A f f a i r s  a n d  F i n a n c e

Introduced: 2/18/80

N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY H O H M A N

SE N AT E  B I L L  NO. 488 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

'or an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act p r o v i d i n g  for e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of s t r e a m l i n e d  h o m e

r ul e  b o r o u g h s  w i t h i n  r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  

areas, for e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of u n i f i e d  local g o v e r n m e n t s  

w i t h  h om e  rul e  powers, a n d  for the a d o p t i o n  of home 

r ule ch a r t e r s  by  these b o r o u g h s  a n d  u n i f i e d  local 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 4 . 0 8 . 0 7 1  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(d) At the e l e c t i o n  r e q u i r e d  to be h e l d  u n d e r  (b) of this s e c t i o n  

in O c t o b e r ,  1980, a n d  at each e l e c t i o n  r e q u i r e d  to be h e l d  u n d e r  (b) of 

this s e c t i o n  at i n t e r v a l s  of two years t h e r e a f t e r ,  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r­

nor s hall  s u b m i t  to the vot e rs  w i t h i n  e a c h  r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n­

dan c e  a r e a  the f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s :

" S h a l l  the ...................  (name of r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l

a t t e n d a n c e  area) be i n c o r p o r a t e d  as a s t r e a m l i n e d  b o r o u g h

w i t h  the c h a r t e r  p r o v i d e d  in AS 2 9 . 6 8 . 4 7 5  as the c h a r t e r 

for the b o r o u g h ?

Yes [ ] N o  t ]"

If a majority of the votes ca s t  at an e l e c t i o n  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  is 

in the negative, the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  shall c e r t i f y  that the p r o p o s a l

to incorporate a streamlined borough has been r e j e c t e d .  If a m a j o r i t y

of the votes cast at an election un d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  is in the affirm­

ative, the lieutenant governor shall certify that the proposal has been 

approved, and shall call for the nomination and election of the first
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b o r o u g h  m a y o r  a n d  m e m b e r s  of the i n i t i a l  a s s e m b l y  of th e b o r o u g h .  T h e  

e l e c t i o n  of the i n i t i a l  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c e r s  s h al l  o c c u r  n o t  less t h a n  60 

n o r  m o r e  t h a n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  the d a t e  of the e l e c t i o n  o r d e r .  T h e  e l e c­

t i o n  o r d e r  m u s t  s p e c i f y  the d a t e s  d u r i n g  w h i c h  n o m i n a t i o n  p e t i t i o n s  for 

e l e c t i o n  of i n i t i a l  o f f i c e r s  m a y  be f i l e d .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 29.- 

1 8 . 1 2 0 ( b )  r e g u l a t e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for p e t i t i o n s  f o r  n o m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  this 

s u b s e c t i o n .

(e) T h e  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  shall r e v i e w  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

a n d  b o u n d a r i e s  of e a c h  b o r o u g h  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  w i t h i n  tw o  

y e a r s  of the e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  It m a y  p r e s e n t  p r o p o s e d  b o u n d a r y  c h a n g e s  or 

p r o p o s e d  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  b o r o u g h  t o  the l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  

10 d a y s  of a n y  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  A p r o p o s a l  b e c o m e s  

e f f e c t i v e  4 5  d a y s  a f t e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  or at t h e  en d  of the s e s s i o n  u n l e s s  

d i s a p p r o v e d  b y  a r e s o l u t i o n  c o n c u r r e d  in b y  a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of 

e a c h  h o u s e .

(f) A l l  c i t i e s  w i t h i n  a b o r o u g h  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  a r e  

d i s s o l v e d  w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  f o r m a t i o n  of the b o r o u g h  u n l e s s  th e 

b o r o u g h  is d i s s o l v e d  as p r o v i d e d  i n  (e) o f  this s e c t i o n .

(g) F o r  the f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t er  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of a b o r o u g h  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t he  b o r o u g h  is e n t i t l e d  to 1 5 0  p e r c e n t  of the s t a t e  

s u p p o r t  u n d e r  the p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f o u n d a t i o n  p r o g r a m  to w h i c h  it w o u l d  

h a v e  o t h e r w i s e  b e e n  e n t i t l e d ,  1 4 0  p e r c e n t  for th e  f o u r t h  y ea r ,  130 

p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  f i f t h  y e a r ,  1 2 0  p e r c e n t  f o r  the s i x t h  y ea r ,  a n d  110 

p e r c e n t  f o r  th e  s e v e n t h  y e a r .  F o r  the e i g h t h  a n d  s u c c e e d i n g  y e a r s  n o  

a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e  s u p p o r t  is p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n .

(h) The commissioner of transportation and public facilities shall 

develop a comprehensive facility plan for each borough organized under 

this section. The facilities identified in the plan shall be constructec 

by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities within six
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y e a r s  a f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  if f unds a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f ro m  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for 

t h e  p u r p o s e .  A l l  c o s t s  of a f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  b e  b o r n e  by the s t a t e .

* S e c .  2. A S  2 9 . 7 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

S e c .  2 9 . 7 3 . 0 7 0 .  S T R E A M L I N E D  B O R O U G H S  I N C O R P O R A T E D  D I R E C T L Y  F R O M  

R E G I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N A L  A T T E N D A N C E  AREAS. (a) T h e  initial e l e c t e d  b o r o u g h  

m a y o r  o f  a s t r e a m l i n e d  b o r o u g h  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  AS 1 4 . 0 8 . 0 7 1 ( d )  s e r v e s  

u n t i l  th e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  a f t e r  he h a s  s e r v e d  t w o  y e a r s  

in  o f f i c e  a n d  u n t i l  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  is e l e c t e d  a n d  has q u a l i f i e d .

(b) T h e  i n i t i a l  a s s e m b l y  of a s t r e a m l i n e d  b o r o u g h  i n c o r p o r a t e d  

u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 0 8 . 0 7 1 ( d )  h a s  the sam e  n u m b e r  of m e m b e r s  as the s c h o o l  b o a r d  

fo r  t h e  r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a  w h i c h  the b o r o u g h  r e p l a c e s .

(c) A t  th e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  o r d e r s  a n  e l e c­

t i o n  o f  t h e  m a y o r  a n d  i n i t i a l  m e m b e r s  of th e  b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  fo r a 

b o r o u g h  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  AS 1 4 . 0 8 . 0 7 1 ( d ) ,  h e  shall p r e p a r e  a n d  t r a n s m i t  

to t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s  a legal d e s c r i p­

t i o n  of  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s t r e a m l i n e d  b o r o u g h .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m u n i t y  

a n d  r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s  m a y  r e q u i r e  the L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  to r e v i e w  

t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of t h e  s t r e a m l i n e d  b o r o u g h  for c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  the b o r o u g h  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  o f  AS 2 9 . 1 8 . 0 3 0 .  If the L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s­

s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  the b o u n d a r i e s  m u s t  be a l t e r e d  to mee t  t h e  b o r o u g h  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s ,  it m a y  p r o p o s e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  the b o u n d a r i e s .  A 

p r o p o s e d  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of a b o r o u g h  c o n s t i t u t e s  a b o u n d a r y  

c h a n g e  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  to th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 2 6 0 ( b ) ( 2 ) .

*  S e c .  3. A S  4 4 . 4 7  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  in a r t i c l e  2 to 

readt

Sec. 4 4 . 4 7 . 0 5 5 .  T R A N S I T I O N A L  A S S I S T A N C E  TO T H E  U N O R G A N I Z E D  B O R O U G H .  

The department shall establish the I n i t i a l  a s s e s s m e n t  r oll f o r  a s t r e a m­

lined borough Incorporated u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 0 8 . 0 7 1 ( d ) .  T h e  i n i t i a l  a s s e s s m e n t
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r o l l  shall c o n t a i n  all the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  AS 2 9 . 5 3.100(a) an d 

shall be s u f f i c i e n t  for pu r p o s e s  of c o m p u t i n g  t a x  levies by the m u n i c i­

p a l i t y  a n d  the a m o u n t  of local ef f o r t  r e q u i r e d  b y  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  u n d e r  

AS 1 4 . 1 7 . 0 2 1 ( c ) ( 3 )  and 14.17.071. In the p r e p a r a t i o n  of the initial 

a s s e s s m e n t  roll, the d e p a r t me n t  m a y  c o nt r a c t  for the s er v i c e s  of a p p r a i­

sers and o t h e r s  w h o s e  s e r vices are r e q u i r e d  to c o m p l e t e  and report the 

initial a s s e s s m e n t .  W h e n  completed, the init i a l  a s s e s s m e n t  roll s h al l  

be c e r t i f i e d  b y  the commissioner, a n d  the c o m p l e t e d  roll, together w i t h  

all s u p p o r t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  and m a t e r i a l s  p r e p a r e d  by the department, 

shall be t r a n s m i t t e d  to the b o r o u g h  a s sembly. Th e d e p a r tment, to the 

ex t en t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  are a v a i l a b l e  for the p u r p o s e,  shall c o n t i n u e  to 

fund the a s s e s s o r  and r e l a t e d  s taff for a p e r i o d  of three years a f t e r  

the c o m p l e t i o n  of the initial roll.

* Sec. 4. AS 1 4 . 1 7 . 2 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a  school w hich b e c o m e s  a 

city or b o r o u g h  d i s t r i c t  school by i n c o r p o r a t i o n  under AS 29.18 is 

c o n s i d e r e d  a r e g i o n a l e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a  school for p u r p o s e s  of 

f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  until the e x p i r a t i o n  of a c o m p l e t e  fiscal year a f t e r  

the d a t e  on w h i c h  the school b e c o m e s  a city or b o r o u g h  distr i c t  school.

A  r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a re a  sch o o l  w h i c h  b e c o m e s  a s t r e a m­

lined b o r o u g h  d i s t r i c t  school b y  di r e ct  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  u n d er  AS 14.08. 

071(d) is c o n s i d e r e d  a r e g ional e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  area sch o o l  for 

p u r p o s e s  of f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  u n t i l  the e x p i r a t i o n  of three c o m p l e t e  

fis ca l  y e a r s  a f t e r  the date on w h i c h  the s c h o o l  b e c o m e s  a b o r o u g h  sc h o o l

or u n t i l  the fiscal y ear after the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g i o n s

a f f a i r s  c e r t i f i e s  the initial a s s e s s m e n t  r o l l  of the s t r e a m l i n e d  b o r o u g h

under AS 47.44.055. whichever is later. This subsection does not prevent 

a local government from spending money to contribute to the financial 

support of a regional educational attendance area school which becomes a

_ 4 _ SB 488



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

c i t y  or b o r o u g h  d i s t r i c t  school.

* Sec.  5. AS 29.68 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to a r t i c l e  3 to 

read:

Sec. 29.68.475. G E N E R A L  H O M E  RULE C H A R T E R  FOR U N I F I E D  M U N I C I­

PAL I T Y .  Until s u p e r s e d e d  by a h o m e  r u l e  c h a r t e r  a d o p t e d  in the m a n n e r  

p r e s c r i b e d  in AS 2 9 . 1 3 . 0 1 0  - 2 9 . 1 3 . 0 9 0 ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s h a l l  o p e r a t e  as 

the h o m e  rul e  c h a r t e r  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  AS 1 4 . 0 8 . 0 7 1 ( d ) :

N A M E  A N D  B O U N D A R I E S  

Section 1.01. N A M E  O F  M U N I C I P A L I T Y .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  s h al l  

b e  a m u n i c i pa l  c o r p o r a t i o n  k n o w n  as ( I N S E RT  T H E  N A M E  O F  T H E  M U N I C I­

PA L I T Y  OR T H E  N A M E  O F  T H E  R E G I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N A L  A T T E N D A N C E  A REA 

U N T I L  C H A N G E D  B Y  O R D I N A N C E ) .

S e c t i o n  1.02. B O U N D A R I E S .  T h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  

s h a l l include a l l  a r e a s  w i t h i n  the f o r m e r  r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  

a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a  or b o r o u g h  on the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of this c h a rter.  

T h e  b o u n d a r i e s  m a y  be a l t e r e d  in th e  m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  by law.

P O W E R S

S e c t i o n  2.01. P O W E R S .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  e x e r c i s e  all 

l e g i s l a t i v e p o w e r s  not p r o h i b i t e d  b y  law or by this charte r .

S e c t i o n  2.02. C O N S T R U C T I O N .  T h e  p o w e r s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  

shall be l i b e r a l l y  c o n s t r u e d .  T h e  s p e c i f i c  e n u m e r a t i o n  of a p a r t i­

cul a r  power i n  this c h a r t e r  s h a l l  not be c o n s t r u e d  as l i m i t i n g  the 

po w er s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y .

S e c t i o n  2.03. I N T E R G O V E R N M E N T A L  R E L A T I O N S .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

m a y  e x e r c i s e  a n y  of it s  p o w e r s  or p e r f o r m  a n y  of its f u n c t i o n s  a n d  

m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e i r  f i n a n c i n g ,  j o i n t l y  or in c o o p e r a t i o n ,  by 

a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  a n y  o n e  o r  m o r e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  the State, or the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  o r  a n y  a g e n c y  o r  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  of t h e s e  g o v e r n -
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T H E  A S S E M B L Y

S e c t i o n  3.01. P O W E R S  A N D  DUTIES. T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  of 

the m u n i c i p a l i t y  is v e s t e d  in the a s s e m b l y .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  

p r o v i d e  for the p e r f o r m a n c e  of all d u t i e s  a n d  o b l i g a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  

u p o n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  b y  t h i s  ch a rter.

S e c t i o n  3.02. T E R M  A N D  C O M P O S I T I O N .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  be 

c o m p o s e d  of f o u r  m e m b e r s  e l e c t e d  at l a r g e  a n d  th e  m a y o r .  S e a t s  o f  

th e  f o u r  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  l e t t e r .  A m e m b e r  of t h e 

a s s e m b l y  s h a l l s e r v e  a t h r e e - y e a r  t e r m .

S e c t i o n  3.03. E L I G I B I L I T Y .  (a) O n l y  a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of 

th e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  f o r  at 

l e a s t  one y e a r  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  e l e c t i o n  or a p p o i n t m e n t  to 

o f f i c e  shall b e  q u a l i f i e d  for the o f f i c e  of m e m b e r  of the a s s e m b l y .

(b) A m e m b e r  of the a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  r e m a i n  a r e s i d e n t  of t h e 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h i l e  in o f f i c e .

(c) T h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  be the j u d g e  of th e  e l e c t i o n  a n d  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of its m e m b e r s .  For t h e s e  p u r p o s e s  the a s s e m b l y  

s h a l l  h a v e  p o w e r  to s u b p o e n a  w i t n e s s e s ,  a d m i n i s t e r  o a t h s ,  ta k e  

t e s t i m o n y ,  a n d  r e q u i r e  the  p r o d u c t i o n  of e v i d e n c e .  A  q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r  m a y  a p p e a l  to th e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  for r e v i e w  of a d e c i s i o n  of 

the a s s e m b l y  u n d e r  t h i s  s e ction.

Section 3.04. PRESIDING OFFICER, MEETINGS AND PROCEDURES. (a 

The mayor shall serve as a presiding officer.

(b) The assembly shall meet in regular session at least once 

each month. The mayor or any three members of the assembly may 

call special meetings.

(c) The assembly, by ordinance, shall determine its own rules 

and order of business, including provision for reasonable notice to 

the public and to all assemblymen of regular and special meetings.
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T h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  a j o u r n a l  o f  its p r o c e e d i n g s  as a 

p u b l i c  r e c o r d .

(d) T h r e e  m e m b e r s  of the a s s e m b l y  c o n s t i t u t e  a q u o r u m ;  h o w ­

eve r ,  a s m a l l e r  n u m b e r  m a y  r e c e s s  f r o m  t i m e  to t ime and  c o m p e l  the 

a t t e n d a n c e  of a b s e n t  m e m b e r s  as p r e s c r i b e d  by  a s s e m b l y  r ule.

S e c t i o n  3 .05. M U N I C I P A L  C L E R K .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a 

m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  a n d  p r e s c r i b e  the d u t i e s  of that o f f i c e .  T h e  c l e r k  

s e r v e s  a t  the p l e a s u r e  of the a s s e m b l y .

S e c t i o n  3.06. S T A F F .  P u r s u a n t  to o r d i n a n c e ,  the a s s e m b l y  m a y  

e n g a g e  l e g al  c o u n s e l ,  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v i s e r s ,  a n d  s t a f f  as it 

r e q u i r e s  in t h e  e x e c u t i o n  of its l e g i s l a t i v e  f u n c t i o n s .

T H E  E X E C U T I V E  B R A N C H

S e c t i o n  4 .0 1 .  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  T H E  M A Y O R .  (a) T h e  e x e c u t i v e  

a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o w e r  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  is v e s t e d  in the 

m a y o r .  T h e  m a y o r  is e l e c t e d  at l a r g e  for a t h r e e - y e a r  terra.

(b) A c a n d i d a t e  fo r  the o f f i c e  of m a y o r  s hall be a q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r  o f  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  and a r e s i d e n t  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  for at 

l e a s t  o n e  y e a r  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  e l e c t i o n .

(c) T h e  m a y o r  s h a l l  r e m a i n  a r e s i d e n t  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  

w h i l e  in  o f f i c e .

(d) T h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  of the m a y o r  s h a l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  by the 

a s s e m b l y  b y  o r d i n a n c e  a n d  m a y  n o t  b e  r e d u c e d  d u r i n g  h i s  t e r m  of 

o f f i c e  w i t h o u t  h i s  c o n s e n t .

S e c t i o n  4 .02. P O W E R S .  (a) T h e  m a y o r  s h al l  a p p o i n t  all h e a d s  

of m u n i c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  t h e  a s s e m b l y ,  

o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  P e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  

t h e  m a y o r  s e r v e  a t  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  the  m a y o r .

(b) T h e  m a y o r  m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  al l a s s e m b l y  m e e t i n g s  to t h e 

s a m e  e x t e n t  as  a n  a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r ,  b u t  m a y  n o t  vote.
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(c) T h e  m a y o r  has the v e t o  power. T h e  v e t o  m ust be e x e r c i s e d  

an d  s u b m i t t e d  to the a s s e m b l y  w i t h  a w r i t t e n  e x p l a n a t i o n  w i t h i n  10 

d a y s  of p a s s a g e  of the o r d i n a n c e  affected. The  ass em b l y ,  by vo t e  

of three m e m b e r s ,  m a y  o v e r r i d e  a veto a n y  time w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  

its exercise.

S e c t i o n  4.03. M U N I C I P A L  A T TORNEY. T h e r e  shall be a m u n i c i p a l  

a t t o r n e y ,  a p p o i n t e d  by the m a y o r  and c o n f i r m e d  by  the a s s e m b l y .

T h e  a t t o r n e y  serves at the p l e a s u r e  of the ma y o r .  Th e  a t t o r n e y  

s h a l l a d v i s e  a n d  a s s i B t  the m u n i c i p a l  g o v e r n m e n t  on legal m a t t e r s .

S e c t i o n  4.04. M U N I C I P A L  OFF I C E R S .  Th e  m u n i c i p a l  c lerk and 

o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  are a p p o i n t e d  by the m a y o r  or b y  

th e  a s s e m b l y ,  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  o r di n a n c e .  O f f i c e r s  s erve at the 

p l e a s u r e  of the a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y .  A p p o i n t m e n t s  by the m a y o r  

a r e  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  the g o v e r n i n g  body.

S e c t i o n  4.05. A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  CODE. Th e  ass e mb l y ,  by o r d i­

nance, s h a l l  a d o p t  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c ode p r o v i d i n g  for

(1) the identity, f u n c t i o n  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of e a c h  

e x e c u t i v e  dep a r t m e n t ;

(2) r u le s  of p r a c t i c e  and p r o c e d u r e  g o v e r n i n g  a d m i n i s­

tr a t i v e  p r o c e e d i n g s ;  and

(3) p e r s o n n e l  p o l i c i e s  and  rules p r e s e r v i n g  the m e r i t  

p r i n c i p l e  of em p l o y m en t .

Sec. 4.06. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS. (a) The assembly, by 

ordinance, may provide for advisory, regulatory or appellate boards 

or commissions. The ordinance shall prescribe the duties, terms 

and qualifications of members.

(b) Unless otherwise specifically provided in this charter, 

the mayor shall appoint members of boards and commissions. Ap- 

are subject to confirmation by the assembly.
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(c) Boards and c o m m i s s i o n s  m a y  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to th e  

a s s e m b l y ,  the m a y o r an d  h e a d s  of e x e c u t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t s  on m a t t e r s  

s p e c i f i e d  in the o r d i n a n c e  c r e a t i n g  the b o a r d  or c o m m i s s i o n .

(d) The a ss embly, b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  m a y  c r e a t e  or d e s i g n a t e  

i t s e l f  to be a b o a r d  of r e v i e w ,  a d j u s t m e n t  or e q u a l i z a t i o n .  T h e  

o r d i n a n c e  shall p r e s c r i b e  the rules o f  p r o c e d u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  q u o r u m  

a n d  v o t i n g  requi r e m e n t s.

E D U C A T I O N

S e c t i o n  5.01. P U B L I C  S C H O O L  S Y S T E M .  T h e s y s t e m  of p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s  for the m u n i c i p a l i t y  shall be o p e r a t e d  by a s c h o o l  b o a r d  

c o n s i s t i n g  of the five a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s .

S e c t i o n  5.02. P O W E R S .  The a s s e m b l y  s i t t i n g  as the s c h o o l  

b o a r d  h a s  the powers p r o v i d e d  by law, i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to, 

the p o w e r  to

(1> f o r m u l a t e  p o l i c y  for the o p e r a t i o n  of the s c h o o l s ;

(2) appoi n t  a n d  p r o v i d e  for s u s p e n s i o n  an d  r e m o v a l  of 

s c h o o l  perso nn e l ,  i n c l u d i n g  the s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ;

(3) serve as a b o a r d  of p e r s o n n e l  a p p e a l s ; a n d

(4) g e n e r a l l y  s u p e r v i s e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  fi s c a l  a f f a i r s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  the p r e p a r a t i o n  and s u b m i s s i o n  of the a n n u a l  b u d g e t  a n d  

c a p i t a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o g r a m .

P L A N N I N G

S e c t i o n  6.01. P L A N N I N G  C O M M I S S I O N .  T h e r e  s h a l l  be a p l a n n i n g  

c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  five m e m b e r s  w h o  s hall b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the 

m a y o r  f r o m  a m o n g  the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y .

Section 6.02. TERM A N D  COMPENSATION. (a) The a s s e m b l y ,  by 

ordinance, shall prescribe the terms o f  o f f i c e  of the m e m b e r s  of 

the planning commission.

(b) The compensation of the members of the planning coramis-



s i o n  s h a l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  a s s e m b l y  by o r d i n a n c e .  T h e  m a y o r  

s h a l l  b u d g e t  f o r  s t a f f  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n .

S e c t i o n  6 .03. D U T I E S .  T h e  p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  s hall

(1) r e p o r t  its r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  a d v i c e  to the a s s e m ­

bl y  o n  al l  p r o p o s a l s  s u b m i t t e d  to it b y  the a s s e m b l y  an d  on s u c h  

o t h e r  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to p l a n n i n g  a n d  z o n i n g  as the c o m m i s s i o n  

m a y  d e s i r e  o r  t h e  a s s e m b l y  m a y  r e q u e s t ;

(2) f o r m u l a t e  a n d  d e v e l o p  p l a n n i n g  p r o p o s a l s  for s u b ­

m i s s i o n  to t h e  a s s e m b l y  w h e n e v e r  r e q u e s t e d  to d o  so by  the a s s e m b l y

or u p o n  its o w n  m o t i o n ;

(3) p r o m o t e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  in, a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of, 

the m u n i c i p a l  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n  a n d  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s ;

(4) p e r f o r m  o t h e r  a d v i s o r y  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  d u t i e s  a n d

e x e r c i s e  o t h e r  p o w e r s  as t h e  a s s e m b l y  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  or w h i c h  a r e

p r e s c r i b e d  b y  law.

S e c t i o n  6.04. C O M P R E H E N S I V E  PLAN. T h e r e  s h a l l  be a c o m p r e ­

h e n s i v e  p l a n  t h a t  s h a l l  s e r v e  as a g u i d e  to a l l  f u t u r e  a s s e m b l y  

a c t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  l a n d  u s e  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  u r b a n  r e­

n e w a l  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  for c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s .

V A C A N C I E S  IN E L E C T I V E  O F F I C E

S e c t i o n  7.01. D E T E R M I N I N G  V A C A N C I E S .  (a) A n  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  

b e c o m e s  v a c a n t  if th e  i n c u m b e n t

(1) c e a s e s  t o  m e e t  t h e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  fo r  the

o f f i c e  b y  t h i s  c h a r t e r ;

(2) resigns;

(3) dies;

(4) is judicially determined to be incompetent;

(5) is convicted of a felony;

(6) is removed from office for breach of public trust;



or

(7) is r e c a l l e d .

(b) P r o c e e d i n g s  for th e  r e m o v a l  of an e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  for 

b r e a c h  of the p u b l i c  t r u s t  m a y  be i n i t i a t e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of all 

m e m b e r s  of the a s s e m b l y  or, if the r e m o v a l  i n v o l v e s  a m e m b e r  of the 

s c h o o l  b o a r d ,  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of all m e m b e r s  of the s c h o o l  b o a r d .

T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  shall e s t a b l i s h  p r o c e d u r e s  for r e m o v a l  

of e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  b r e a c h  of the p u b l i c  trust, i n c l u d i n g  

p r o v i s i o n  for noti c e ,  a c o m p l e t e  s t a t e m e n t  of the charge, a p u b l i c 

h e a r i n g  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a n  i m p a r t i a l  h e a r i n g  o f f i c e r ,  a n d  j u d i c i a l  

r e v i e w .  R e m o v a l  m u s t  be a p p r o v e d  by  t w o - t h i r d s  of the a u t h o r i z e d  

m e m b e r s h i p  of the a s s e m b l y  or s c h o o l  board, as a p p l i c a b l e .

S e c t i o n  7.02. F I L L I N G  V A C A N C I E S  IN E L E C T I V E  O F F I C E .  (a) If 

a v a c a n c y  o c c u r s  o n  th e a s s e m b l y  or the s c h o o l  b o a r d ,  the r e m a i n i n g  

m e m b e r s  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n  to fill the v a c a n c y  w i t h i n  

30 days. T h e  p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  s h a l l  s e r v e  u n t i l  the n e x t  r e g u l a r  

e l e c t i o n ,  at w h i c h  t i m e  a s u c c e s s o r  s ha l l  be e l e c t e d  to s e r v e  the 

b a l a n c e  of the terra. If less t h a n  30 days r e m a i n  in a t e r m  w h e n  a 

v a c a n c y  occur s ,  the v a c a n c y  s h a l l  n o t  be fill ed .  H o w e v e r ,  if at 

a n y  ti m e  m e m b e r s h i p  is r e d u c e d  to f e w e r  t h a n  a q u o r u m , th e  r e m a i n­

ing  m e m b e r s ,  w i t h i n  s e v e n  days, s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n u m b e r  o f  q u a l i f i e d  

p e r s o n s  s u f f i c i e n t  to c o n s t i t u t e  a q u o r u m .

(b) A v a c a n c y  in the o f f i c e  of m a y o r  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  at a 

r e g u l a r  or s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  n o t  less t h a n  4 5  days n o r  m o r e  

t h a n  9 0  d a y s  f r o m  t h e  time the v a c a n c y  o c c u r s .  If less t h a n  45 

d a y s  r e m a i n  in the t e r m  w h e n  th e  v a c a n c y  o c c u r s ,  the v a c a n c y  s hall 

n o t  be  fill e d.  T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for 

s u c c e s s i o n  to the o f f i c e  o f  a c t i n g  m a y o r .  T h e  a c t i n g  m a y o r  has t h e
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INITIATIVE, R E F E R E N D U M  A N D  RE C A L L  

S e c t i o n  8.01. I N I T I A T I V E  A N D  R E F E R E N D U M .  (a) The po w e r s  of 

i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  r e f e r e n d u m  are r e s e r v e d  for e x e r c i s e  by the p e o p l e  

of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  in the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  b y  law. The p o w e r s  of 

i n i t i a t i v e  an d r e f e r e n d u m  do not a p p l y  to o r d i n a n c e s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

b u d g e t s ,  f i x i n g  mill levies, a u t h o r i z i n g  the i s s u a n ce  of bonds, or 

a p p r o p r i a t i n g  funds. A p e t i t i o n  for i n i t i a t i v e  or r e f e r e n d u m  shall 

be s i g n e d  by a number of q u a l i f i e d  voters e q u a l  to at least 10 p e r­

cent of the voters w h o  c a s t  b a l l o t s  in the last regular m a y o r a l  

e l e c t i o n .

(b) W i t h i n  10 days of the fi l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  for i n i t a t i v e 

or r e f e r e n d u m ,  the m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  shall c e r t i f y  on the p e t i t i o n  

w h e t h e r  or no t it is s u f f i c i e n t .  An i n i t i a t i v e  shall be s u b m i t t e d  

to the v o t e r s  at the n e x t  r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  at least 45 days 

a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of the p e t i t i o n .  A r e f e r e n d u m  shall be s u b­

m i t t e d  to the voters at a r e g u l a r  or spec ia l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  not 

l ater t h a n  75 days a fter c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of the petition. H o w e v e r ,  

the a s s e m b l y  may submit a r e f e r e n d u m  to the v o te r s  at a later 

r e g u l a r  or special e l e c t i o n  if the a s s e m b l y  s u s p e nd s  the o r d i n a n c e  

u n t i l  the election.

(c) A r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n  m a y  be f i l e d  at any time. However, 

f i l i n g  a r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n  s u s p e n d s  the o r d i n a n c e  or r e s o l u t i o n  

o n l y  if the pe t i t i o n  is f i l e d  w i t h i n  60 d a y s  a f t er  the e f f e c t i v e  

d ate of  t h e o r d i na n c e  or r e s o l u t i o n .  The s u s p e n s i o n  of the o r d i­

n a n c e  or r e s o l u t i o n  t e r m i n a t e s  o n  a f i n d i n g of i n s u f f i c i e n c y  of the 

p e t i t i o n  or upo n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  a g a i n st  repe a l .

(d) An initiative petition is void if the assembly e n a c t s  an 

identical measure before the election. A referendum petition is 

void if the assembly repeals the ordinance or resolution in ques-
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t i o n  b e f o r e  the e l e c t i o n ,

(e) T h e  a s s e m b l y  m a y  n o t  r e p e a l  or s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r  an 

o r d i n a n c e  e n a c t e d  b y  I n i t i a t i v e  or e n a c t e d  u n d e r  (d) of t h i s  s e c­

tion, or r e e n a c t  a m e a s u r e  r e j e c t e d  b y  r e f e r e n d u m ,  w i t h i n  tw o  y e a r s  

a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of the e l e c t i o n  a t  w h i c h  the e n a c t m e n t  o r 

r e j e c t i o n  o c c u r r e d .

S e c t i o n  8.02. RECA LL .  A n  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  m a y  be r e c a l l e d  b y  

the v o t e r s  in the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  b y  law. A p e t i t i o n  to p l a c e  t h e  

r e c a l l  of an e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  b e f o r e  t h e  v o t e r s  s hall be s i g n e d  b y  

a n u m b e r  of q u a l i f i e d  vo te r s  e q u a l  to at l east 10 per c e n t  of the 

v o t e r s  w h o  cast b a l l o t s  in t hat d i s t r i c t  at the last m u n i c i p a l  

e l e c t i o n ,  e x c l u d i n g  a r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n ,  at w h i c h  the o f f i c i a l  w a s  a 

c a n d i d a t e .  S i g n e r s  of a p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be r e s i d e n t s  of the m u n i c i­

pality. A p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  to fill a v a c a n c y  m a y  be r e c a l l e d  i n  

the sam e  m a n n e r  as h is  e l e c t e d  p r e d e c e s s o r .

L E G I S L A T I O N

S e c t i o n  9.01. I N T R O D U C T I O N  A N D  E N A C T M E N T  O F  O R D I N A N C E S .  (a) 

An o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  be i n t r o d u c e d  in w r i t i n g  in the f o r m  r e q u i r e d  b y  

a s s e m b l y  rule.

(b) An o r d i n a n c e  m a y  be i n t r o d u c e d  b y  a m e m b e r  of the a s s e m­

bly  at a r e g u l a r  o r  spec i a l  m e e t i n g  o f  the a ss e m b l y .  F o l l o w i n g  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  u p o n  a p p r o v a l  of t h r e e  m e m b e r s  of the a s s e m b l y ,  

the c l e r k  shall p u b l i s h  a n o t i c e  c o n t a i n i n g  the text o f  the o r d i ­

n a n c e  or a n  i n f o r m a t i v e  s u m m a r y  of its c o n t e n t s ,  the t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  

for a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o n  the o r d i n a n c e ,  a n d  the time w h e n  a n d  p l a c e  

w h e r e  co p i e s of t h e  o r d i n a n c e  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  p u b l i c  h e a r ­

ing shall  be h e l d  a t  least f i v e  d a y s  a f t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  the 

n o t i c e .

(c) A n  o r d i n a n c e  t a k e s e f f e c t  u p o n  a d o p t i o n  or a t  a l at e r
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d a t e  s p e c i f i e d  in th e  o r d i n a n c e .  O r d i n a n c e s  s h a l l  be a t t e s t e d  by 

t h e  m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  a n d  b y  the m a y o r .

S e c t i o n  9 . 0 2.  A C T I O N S  R E Q U I R I N G  AN O R D I N A N C E .  In a d d i t i o n  to

o t h e r  a c t i o n s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  a n  o r d i n a n c e ,  the a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  use

o r d i n a n c e s  to

(1) a d o p t  a n d  a m e n d  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  codes

(2) levy  taxes)

(3) a u t h o r i z e  b o r r o w i n g  of m o n e y s

(4) gra n t,  r e n e w  or e x t e n d  a f r a n c h i s e s

(5) r e g u l a t e  the r a t e  c h a r g e d  b y  a u t i l i t y  of th e m u n i c i­

p a l i t y  s

(6) p r o v i d e  for a f i n e  or o t h e r  p e n a l t y  or e s t a b l i s h  a 

r u l e  or r e g u l a t i o n  for the v i o l a t i o n  of w h i c h  a f i n e  or o t h e r  

p e n a l t y  is i m p o s e d s

(7) a d o p t  or a m e n d  z o n i n g  or s i m i l a r  lan d u s e  c o n t r o l

m e a s u r e s  s

(8) c o n v e y  or lease, or a u t h o r i z e  the c o n v e y a n c e  or

lease, o f  a n y  i n t e r e s t  in lands o f  th e  m u n i c i p a l i t y .

S e c t i o n  9 .03. E M E R G E N C Y  O R D I N A N C E S .  In c a s e  of a n  e m e r g e n c y ,  

an  o r d i n a n c e  m a y  be i n t r o d u c e d  a n d  a d o p t e d  at the  s a m e  m e e t i n g .  A n  

e m e r g e n c y  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  a f i n d i n g  t hat a n  e m e r g e n c y  

e x i s t s  a n d  a s t a t e m e n t  of th e  f a c t s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  the e m e r g e n c y .  A n  

e m e r g e n c y  o r d i n a n c e  is a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  all 

m e m b e r s  of t h e  a s s e m b l y  p r e s e n t  o r  of f o u r  of th e  t o t a l  m e m b e r s h i p ,  

whichever is less. T h e  m a y o r  m a y  v e t o  a n  e m e r g e n c y  o r d i n a n c e .  A n  

emergency o r d i n a n c e  is e f f e c t i v e  f o r  6 0  day s  u n l e s s  s o o n e r  r e p e a l e d  

by resolution.

Section 9.04. ADOPTION BY REFERENCE. T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  by o r d i­

nance, may adopt by reference a standard co d e  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  a
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p o r t i o n  of  t h e  s t a t u t e s  of th e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a . T h e  m a t t e r  a d o p t e d  

b y  r e f e r e n c e  s h a l l  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to the p u b l i c  in a m a n n e r  p r e­

s c r i b e d  b y  r u l e  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l y .

S e c t i o n  9.05. C O D I F I C A T I O N .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  shall p r o v i d e  for 

the i n d e x i n g  a n d  c o d i f i c a t i o n  of all o r d i n a n c e s  a d o p t e d  by the 

a s s e m b l y .  F o l l o w i n g  a d o p t i o n  o f  the i n i t ia l  code, a l l p r o p o s e d  

a m e n d m e n t s  s h a l l  be a d o p t e d  as a m e n d m e n t s  or a d d i t i o n s  to the c od e .

F I N A N C E

S e c t i o n  10.01. F I S C A L  YEAR. T h e  f i s c a l  year shall s t a r t  o n  

J u l y  1 a n d  e n d  o n  J u n e  30 of the f o l l o w i n g  year.

S e c t i o n  10.02. C A P I T A L  I M P R O V E M E N T  P R O G R A M .  At least 120 

d ays b e f o r e  the e n d  of the f i s c a l  year of t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  the 

m a y o r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  to the a s s e m b l y ,  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  

p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n ,  a s i x - y e a r  p r o g r a m  for p u b l i c  services, f i s c a l  

p o l i c i e s  a n d  c a p i t a l  I m p r o v e m e n t s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e  p r o g r a m  

s h a l l  i n c l u d e  e s t i m a t e s  o f  the e f f e c t  of c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o ­

je c t s  o n  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  costs. Th e  a s s e m b l y  

s h a l l  h o l d  at l e a s t  two p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  o n  the s i x - y e a r  p r o g r a m  

b e f o r e  i t s  a d o p t i o n .

S e c t i o n  10.03. O P E R A T I N G  A N D  C A P I T A L  BUDGET. At least 1 2 0  

d a y s  b e f o r e  the e n d  of t h e  fi s c a l  year of the m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  t h e  

m a y o r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  to t h e  a s s e m b l y  p r o p o s e d  capi t a l a n d  o p e r a t i n g  

b u d g e t s  f o r  the n e x t  f i s c a l  year. The f o r m  an d  c o n t e n t  of t h e 

o p e r a t i n g  a n d  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t s  s h a l l  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the c a p i t a l  

i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o g r a m .  T h e  m a y o r  s hall s u b m i t  w i t h  the b u d g e t s  a n  

a n a l y s i s  of the fi s ca l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of a l l  tax le v i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s .

S e c t i o n  1 0. 0 4 .  B U D G E T  H E A R I N G S .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  h o l d  at 

l e a s t  t w o  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  o n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c a p i t a l  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  

b u d g e t s  a n d  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o r d i n a n c e s  for the nex t  f i s c a l  y e a r ,
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i n c l u d i n g  one p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  at the next regular meeting a f t e r  the 

b u d g e t s  are s u b m i t t e d  to the a s s e m b l y  a n d  one h e a r i n g  not later 

tha n 60 days b e f o r e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of the next fiscal year.

S e c t i o n  10.05. A S S E M B L Y  A C T I O N  ON THE MUN I C I PA L  BUDGETS. The 

a s s e m b l y  m a y  i n c r e a s e  or d e c r e a s e  any item, and may add or delete 

items, in the p r o p o s e d  o p e r a t i n g  or capital budgets of the m u n i c i­

pality. The a s s e m b l y  shall a p p r o v e  the budgets of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  

as a m e n d e d  and a p p r o p r i a t e  by o r d i n a n c e  the n e c e s s a r y  f unds at 

least 60 days b e f o r e  the end of the fiscal year of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  

If the a s s e m b l y  f a i l s  to a p p r o v e  the capital and o p e r a t i n g  budgets 

a n d  to a dopt the n e c e s s a r y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o r d i n a n c e  w i t h i n  the time 

stated, the c a p i t a l  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  p r o posal shall become the 

p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t s  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  or d i n a n c e s  for the fiscal year 

w i t h o u t  f u r t h er  a c t i o n  by the a s s e m b l y.

S e c t i o n  10.06. L APSE O F  A P P R O P R I A T I O N S .  At the close of the 

f i s c a l  year, an u n e x p e n d e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  shall lapse i n t o  the f und 

f r o m  w h i c h  a p p r o p r i a t e d .  An a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for a c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e­

ment, or an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of federa! 

or s tate grants, s h a l l  not lapse u n t i l  the purpose of the a p p r o p r i a  

t i o n  has b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  or a bandoned.

S e c t i o n  10 . 0 7 .  B U D G E T  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  (a) No payment s h a l l  

be m a d e  or o b l i g a t i o n  i n c u r r e d  e x c e p t  in a cc o r d a n c e  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a­

tions. O b l i g a t i o n s  o t h e r w i s e  i n c u r r e d  are void. T h e  assembly, b y  

o r d i n a n c e ,  m a y  p r o v i d e  for e x c e p t i o n s  in the case of tax r e f u n d s  or 

o t h e r  r o u t i n e  p a y m e n t s .

(b) T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  o r di n a n c e ,  m a y  aut h or i z e  a contract, 

l ease or o b l i g a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  f u n d s  from future a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  A 

l e a s e - p u r c h a s e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the a c q u i s i t i o n  of a c a p i­

tal i m p r o v e m e n t  v a l u e d  i n  ex c e s s  o f  one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  is not
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v a l i d  u n t i l  a p p r o v e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of th e  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  

o n  the q u e s t i o n .

S e c t i o n  10.08. C O M P E T I T I V E  BIDDING. T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  by o r d i­

nance, s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  for g o od s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  

a n d  s h a l l  m a k e  p r o v i s i o n  for e x c e p t i o n s .

S e c t i o n  10.09. F I N A N C I A L  AUDIT. (a) T h e  a s s e m b l y  s hall 

p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  a n n u a l  I n d e p e n d e n t  audit of all m u n i c i p a l  a c c o u n t s  

b y  a c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c  a c c o u n t a n t .  The a u d i t  s h a l l  b e  c o m p l e t e d  

w i t h i n  90  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  the c l o s e  of the  f i s c a l  year.

(b) A  c o n t r a c t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  u nder this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  

tha t the a u d i t o r  m a y  not e n g a g e  in any o t h e r  c o n s u l t a n t  c a p a c i t y  

d u r i n g  t h e  a ud i t  or for a p e r i o d  of two y e a r s  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n  of

the c o n t r a c t  for a u d i t  s e r v i c e s .

T A X A T I O N

S e c t i o n  11.01. T A X I N G  A U T H O R I T Y .  (a) T h e  t a x i n g  p o we r  of

the m u n i c i p a l i t y  is v e s t e d  i n  the a s s e m b l y .  T h e  t a x i n g  power m a y

n o t  be s u r r e n d e r e d ,  d e l e g a t e d ,  s u s pe n d e d ,  or c o n t r a c t e d  a w a y  e x c e p t

as p r o v i d e d  by law.

(b) P r i v a t e  l e a s e h o l d s ,  c o n t r a c t s  or o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s  in l and 

or p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  or h e l d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a te s ,  the s ta t e  or o t h e r  

p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  s h a l l  be taxa b l e  o n l y  to the e x t e n t  of fair 

m a r k e t  v a l u e  of the p r i v a t e  int e r e s t .

S e c t i o n  11.02. T A X I N G  P R O C E D U R E S .  (a) T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  by

o r d i n a n c e ,  s hall a d o p t  p r o c e d u r e s  for a s s e s s m e n t ,  lev y  an d  c o l l e c­

tio n  o f  p r o p e r t y  taxes. T h e  p r o c e d u r e s  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for the 

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p r o p e r t y  at f u l l  and t r u e  v a l u e ,  e x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  

p r o v i d e d  b y  law, a n d  fo r  n o t i c e  of a s s e s s m e n t ,  a p p e a l  a n d  j u d i c i a l  

r e v i e w .  P r o p e r t y  taxes, w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d  c o l l e c t i o n  c h a r ge s ,  p e n a l­

ties a n d  i n t er e s t ,  a r e  f i r s t  liens u p o n  th e  p r o p e r t y .  P r o p e r t y  ta x
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b e c o m e s  p a y a b l e  o n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  of e a c h  f i s c a l  y e a r .

(b) T h e  a s s e m b l y  b y  o r d i n a n c e  m a y  a d o p t  a s a l e s  a n d  use tax.

(c) T h e  a s s e m b l y  b y  o r d i n a n c e  m a y  a d o p t  an i n c o m e  tax to be 

c o l l e c t e d  by the a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t  o n  its b e h a l f .

M U N I C I P A L  B O R R O W I N G  

S e c t i o n  12 . 0 1 .  A U T H O R I T Y .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  b o r r o w  m o n e y  

for a n y  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e  a n d  i s s u e  its e v i d e n c e s  of i n d e b t e d n e s s .

S e c t i o n  12 . 0 2 .  L I M I T A T I O N S .  (a) No g e n e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  

b o n d e d  i n d e b t e d n e s s  m a y  b e  i n c u r r e d  u n l e s s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  the a s s e m ­

bl y  a n d  r a t i f i e d  by a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of t h o s e  in t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

v o t i n g  o n  the q u e s t i o n ,  e x c e p t  t hat r e f u n d i n g  b o n d s  m a y  be i s s u e d  

w i t h o u t  an e l e c t i o n .

(b) T a x  o r  r e v e n u e  a n t i c i p a t i o n  n o t e s  s h a l l  be  r e p a i d  w i t h i n  

12 m o n t h s  of the d a t e  of i s s u e .  W h e n  th e t a x e s  or r e v e n u e s  a n t i c i­

p a t e d  a r e  not r e c e i v e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  time, th e  a s s e m b l y  m a y  r e n e w  t h e 

n o t e s  fo r  an a d d i t i o n a l  p e r i o d  not  to e x c e e d  s i x  m o n t h s .

S e c t i o n  12 . 0 3 . F O R M  A N D  M A N N E R  O F  SALE. T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  by 

o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for t h e  f o r m  a n d  m a n n e r  of s a l e  of b o n d s  

a n d  n o t e s .  T h e  s a l e  of b o n d s  a n d  n o t e s  to f i n a n c i a l  c o n s u l t a n t s  of 

the m u n i c i p a l i t y  is p r o h i b i t e d .

S e c t i o n  1 2 . 0 4 .  P R O C E E D S  F R O M  T H E  S A L E  O F  O B L I G A T I O N S .  P r o­

ce e d s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  the s a l e  of o b l i g a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  u s e d  s o l e l y  for 

t h e  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  the o b l i g a t i o n s  w e r e  i s s u e d  o r  for the 

p a y m e n t  of p r i n c i p a l  or i n t e r e s t  or o t h e r  c h a r g e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to 

t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s .

SERVICE AREAS AND ASSESSMENT DISTRICTS 

Section 13.01. SERVICE AREAS, (a) A s e r v i c e  a r e a  to p r o v i d e  

a special service within a borough may be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  o p e r a t e d ,  

altered or abolished by the assembly by o r d i n a n c e .
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(b) T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l  a d o p t  p r o c e d u r e s  for 

e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  a l t e r i n g ,  a b o l i s h i n g  or o p e r a t i n g  s e r v i c e  a r e a s .  

S e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  in a s e r v i c e  a r e a  s h a l l  be f i n a n c e d  b y  a u n i f o r m  

t a x  l e v y  w i t h i n  the area.

(c) T h e  a s s e m b l y  m a y  p r o v i d e  for a p p o i n t e d  or e l e c t e d  b o a r d s  

to s u p e r v i s e  the f u r n i s h i n g  of s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  in a s e r v i c e  area.

S e c t i o n  13.02. A S S E S S M E N T  D I S T R I C T S .  (a) T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  by 

o r d i n a n c e ,  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t s  to p r o v i d e  a n d  

f i n a n c e  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  b y  m e a n s  of an a s s e s s m e n t ,  or s e r v i c e s  

b y  m e a n s  of a ta x levy, a n d  shall p r e s c r i b e  c r i t e r i a  for a l l o c a t i n g  

t h e  c o s t  of i m p r o v e m e n t  or s e r v i c e  w i t h i n  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t .

(b) A n  a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t  m a y  be e s t a b l i s h e d  or e x t e n d e d  

o n l y  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  o f  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  w h o  w o u l d  b e a r  the cost 

of m o r e  t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  of the e s t i m a t e d  cos t  of the i m p r o v e m e n t  or 

s e r v i c e .  A n  a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  to f i n a n ce  a c a p i t a l  

i m p r o v e m e n t  m a y  be d i s s o l v e d  b y  a s s e m b l y  r e s o l u t i o n  at a n y  ti m e  

a f t e r  th e  d i s t r i c t ' s  s h a r e  of the c o s t  of the i m p r o v e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  

p aid. A n  a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  to f i n a n c e  a s e r v i c e  m a y  

n o t  be d i s s o l v e d  w i t h o u t  the a p p r o v a l  of the p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  w h o  

b e a r  m o r e  t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  of the cost of p r o v i d i n g  the s e r v i c e .

(c) A s p e c i al  a s s e s s m e n t  for c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  w i t h  

i n t e r e s t  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n  c h a r g e s ,  is a lie n  o n  p r o p e r t y  a s s e s s e d ,  

s e c o n d  o n l y  to p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  and p r i o r  s p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t s .

(d) A n  a c c o u n t  or a c c o u n t s  for e a c h  s p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t  d i s­

t r i c t  s h a l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  all o t h e r  

m u n i c i p a l  a c c o u n t s .  R e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  w i t h i n  a s p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t  

d i s t r i c t  may b e  a p p l i e d  o n l y  to c osts I n c u r r e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t hat 

assessment d i s t r i c t .

G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S
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S e c t i o n  14.01. C O N F L I C T  OF INTEREST. An e l e c t e d  m u n i c i pa l  

o f f i c i a l  m a y  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  in an y  o f f i c ia l  ac t i o n  in w hich he or 

a m e m b e r  of h i s  h o u s e h o l d  has a s u b s t a n t i a l  financial interest 

u n l e s s  after d i s c l o s u r e  of the i n t e r e s t  the m e m b e r ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

is a p p r o v e d  by a m a j o r i t y  of the body. The assembly, by o r d i n a n c e,  

shall i m p l e m e n t  this s e c t i o n  as to e l e c t e d  o f f i c ia l s  and m e m b e r s  of 

b o a r d s  and c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d shall a d o p t proce d u r e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  on the p art of m u n i c i p a l  employees.

S e c t i o n  14.02. P R O H I B I T I O N S .  (a) Except w h e r e  a u t h o r i z e d  by 

o r d i n a n c e ,  an e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  m ay  hold no 

o t h e r  c o m p e n s a t e d  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c e  or e m p l o y m e n t or elec t e d  p o s i­

tion unde r  the s tate or m u n i c i p a l i t y  w hi l e  in office.

(b) For a p e r i o d  of one y ear a f t e r  he leaves office, no 

m e m b e r  of the a s s e m b l y  or school b o a r d  may hold c o m p e n s a t e d  m u n i c i­

pal o f f i c e  or e m p l o y m e n t  w h i c h  was established, or the sa l ar y  or 

b e n e f i t s  of w h i c h  w ere s p e c i a l l y  increased, d u r i n g  the last year in 

o f f i c e  by the b o d y  of w h i c h  he was a member. Th e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 

this s u b s e c t i o n  do not a p p l y  to e m p l o y m e n t  by or e l e c t i o n  to a 

c h a r t e r  c o m m i s s i o n.

S e c t i o n  14.03. P U B L I C  M E E T I N G S.  All m e e t i n g s  of the a s s e m­

bly, school board, and o t h e r  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s io n s  shall be pu bl i c 

T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  ordi na n c e ,  s h a ll  a d o p t  p r o ce d u r e s  for m a x i m u m  

r e a s o n a b l e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  of all m e e t i n g s .  At e a c h  m e e t i n g  the 

p u b l i c  s h al l  h a v e  r e a s o n a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to be heard. An e x e c u t i v e  

s e s s i o n  m a y  be h e l d  to d i s c u s s  p e n d i n g  liti g at i o n  or any m a t t e r  the 

i m m e d i a t e  p u b l i c  k n o w l e d g e  of w h i c h  w o u l d  tend to affect a d v e r s e l y  

the f i na n c e s  o f  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  or to defame or p r e j u d i c e  the 

c h a r a c t e r  o r  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  a n y  person. The g e n e r a l  m a t t e r  for 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  shall be e x p r e s s e d  in the m o t i o n
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c a l l i n g  f o r  the  s e s s i o n .  N o  o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n  m a y  be t a k e n  i n  e x e c u­

tiv e  s e s s i o n .

S e c t i o n  14.04. C L A I M S .  T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l  

p r o v i d e  for the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  it.

S e c t i o n  14.05. O A T H S  O F  O F F I C E .  E a c h  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c e r ,  

b e f o r e  t a k i n g  o f f i c e ,  s h a l l  take a n d  s u b s c r i b e  to the f o l l o w i n g  

o a t h  or a f f i r m a t i o n :  "I s o l e m n l y  9 w e a r  (or a f f i r m )  t h a t  I w i l l

s u p p o r t  a n d  d e f e n d  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  th e 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  a n d  t h e  c h a r t e r  of t h i s  m u n i c i­

pal i t y ,  a n d  t h a t  I w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  p e r f o r m  the d u t i e s  of .............

........to t h e  b e s t  of m y  a b i l i t y . "

S e c t i o n  14.06. C O N T I N U A T I O N  IN O F F I C E .  E a c h  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  

s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  u n t i l  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  q u a l i f i e s  a n d  t a k e s  

o f f i c e .

T R A N S I T I O N

S e c t i o n  15.01. I N I T I A L  T E R M S  OF  M E M B E R S  O F  A S S E M B L Y .  A s s e m­

b l y  s e a t s  A a n d  D s h a l l  be  d e s i g n a t e d  t w o - y e a r  seats. A s s e m b l y  

B e a t s  B a n d  C s h a l l  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  t h r e e - y e a r  se at s .  C a n d i d a t e s  for 

th e  i n i t i a l  m u n i c i p a l  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  in the d e c l a r a t i o n  

of c a n d i d a c y  or o t h e r  f o r m  of n o m i n a t i o n  t h e  l e t t e r  of t h e  s e a t  for 

w h i c h  e l e c t i o n  is s o u g h t .

S e c t i o n  15.02. O R G A N I Z A T I O N  O F  C O M B I N E D  A S S E M B L Y - S C H O O L  

BOARD. M e m b e r s  of t h e  a s s e m b l y - s c h o o l  b o a r d  f i r s t  e l e c t e d  u n d e r  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  c h a r t e r  s h a l l  t a k e  o f f i c e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

A S  2 9 . 6 8 . 4 6 0 ( d ) .

Section 15.03. ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS CONTINUED. 

Special assessment districts, service areas, and regulatory and 

advisory boards and commissions existing within municipalities on 

the effective date of unification under this charter continue to
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f u n c t i o n  u n t i l  a l t e r e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  c h a r t e r .

S e c t i o n  1 5 . 0 4 .  T R A N S I T I O N A L  B U D G E T .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  s h a l l  

o p e r a t e  u n d e r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  of t h e m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to be u n i f i e d  

u n t i l  a m u n i c i p a l  b u d g e t  is a d o p t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  this c h a r t e r .

S e c t i o n  15 . 0 5 .  E M P L O Y M E N T  C O N T I N U E D .  Al l  e m p l o y e e s  o f  g o v e r n ­

m e n t s  b e i n g  u n i f i e d  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  e m p l o y m e n t  u n t i l  the a s s e m b l y  

a d o p t s  b y  o r d i n a n c e  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  code. C u r r e n t  e m p l o y e e s  of 

the f o r m e r  g o v e r n m e n t s  m a y  b e  t e r m i n a t e d ,  u p o n  u n i f i c a t i o n ,  o n l y  

for c a u s e .  S a l a r i e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  e n j o y e d  u n d e r  e m p l o y m e n t  b y  t h e  

f o r m e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  the n e w  c o d e  is e f f e c ­

tive. P e n s i o n  p l a n s ,  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  

b e n e f i t s  s h a l l  n o t  be d i m i n i s h e d  b y  u n i f i c a t i o n  u n d e r  this c h a r t e r .

S e c t i o n  15. 0 6 .  E M P L O Y E E  R E T I R E M E N T .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  s h a l l  

j o i n  t h e  P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s '  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  of A l a s k a ,  a n d  all  

p r i o r  s e r v i c e s  in l oc a l  g o v e r n m e n t  s h a l l  b e  c r e d i t e d  to e a c h  

e m p l o y e e  a t  n o  c o s t  to the e m p l o y e e .

Sec . 2 9 . 6 8 . 4 8 0 .  E L E C T I O N  O F  C H A R T E R  C O M M I S S I O N .  If u n i f i c a t i o n  is 

a p p r o v e d  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  r e q u i r e d  b y  A S  1 4 . 0 8 . 0 7 1 ( d ) ,  the a s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  

s t r e a m l i n e d  b o r o u g h  s h a l l ,  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  90 d a y s  b e f o r e  the f i r s t  

r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  a d o p t  a r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  

f o r  a c h a r t e r  c o m m i s s i o n  e l e c t i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  2 9 . 1 3 . 0 1 0 .

Se c .  2 9 . 6 8 . 4 8 5 .  P O W E R S  O F  A  U N I F I E D  M U N I C I P A L I T Y .  A  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 0 8 . 0 7 1 ( d )  s h a l l  h a v e  a l l  p o w e r s

(1) not prohibited it by law or by the charter set out in 

A S  2 9 . 6 8 . 4 7 5 i

(2) granted to organized boroughs and first class cities.

* Sec. 6. AS 29.13 is amended by adding a new section to article 1 to

read:

Sec. 29.13.090. ASSEMBLY MAY SERVE AS SCHOOL BOARD. The charter
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1 c o m m i s s i o n  e l e c t e d  to p r e p a r e  a c h a r t e r  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of this 

c h a p t e r  w i t h i n  a u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

A S  2 9 . 6 8 . 4 7 5  - 2 9 . 6 8 . 4 8 5  m a y  p r o v i d e  that the b o r o u g h  m a y o r  a n d  a s s e m b l y  

s h a l l  s e r v e  as the s c h o o l  b o a r d .  If the p r o p o s e d  c h a r t e r  p r o v i d e s  that 

the a s s e m b l y  serve as the s c h o o l  b o a r d ,  the a s s e m b l y ,  by o r d i n a n c e ,  

s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  the m a n n e r  of c h o o s i n g  m e m b e r s  to serve as the o f f i c e r s  

of the s c h o o l  b o a r d  f r o m  a m o n g  the m e m b e r s  of the a s s e m b l y .

* Sec. 7. AS 29.68 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to a r t i c l e  3 to 

r e a d :

A R T I C L E  3. U N I F I C A T I O N  OF L O C A L  G O V E R N M E N T S .

Sec. 29.68. 2 0 1 .  U N I F I C A T I O N  O F  L O C A L  G O V E R N M E N T S  A U T H O R I Z E D .  An 

o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  or a s t r e a m l i n e d  b o r o u g h  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  AS 14.08.- 

071(d) a n d  all ci t i e s  w i t h i n  the b o r o u g h  m a y  u n i t e  to f o r m  a s i n g l e  unit 

of h o m e  r u l e  local g o v e r n m e n t  by c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 29. 

6 8 . 2 0 1  - 2 9 .68.251.

Sec. 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 1 1 .  U N I F I C A T I O N  P R O P O S A L S .  (a) U n i f i c a t i o n  of local 

g o v e r n m e n t s  a u t h o r i z e d  by AS 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 0 1  s h a l l  be p r o p o s e d  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  

of the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y .  T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  read:

"Shall the ............................ B o r o u g h  and al l c i t i e s  w i t h i n

it u n i t e  as a s in g l e  u n i t  of h o m e  rul e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a v i n g  the powers, 

d u t i e s  and f u n c t i o n s  of a u n i f i e d  g o v e r n m e n t  as a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law?

Ye s  [ ] No [ ]"

(b) The assembly of each general law borough and each home rule 

borough shall place the proposition set out in (a) of this section on 

the ballot at the first regular election which occurs more than 90 days 

after the effective date of this Act and at the regular election of the 

borough occurring every two years thereafter.

Sec. 29.68.221. ELECTION, (a) After adoption of a resolution for 

the purpose, the borough assembly shall submit to the voters the question
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m o f  w h e t h e r  the b o r o u g h  a n d  al l  cities w i t h i n  it s hall u n it e  to f o r m  a 

si n gl e  u n i t  of h o m e  rule g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be h e l d  at the 

n e x t  r e g u l a r  b o r o u g h  e l e c t i o n  s c h e d u l e d  at l east 60 d a y s  after r e c e i p t  

o f  the v a l i d  p e t i t i o n  or a d o p t i o n  of the r e s o l u t i o n  by the b o r o u g h  

ass em b l y .

(b) T h e  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  on the q u e s t i o n  of u n i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be 

w o r d e d  e x a c t l y  as in AS 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 1 1 ( a ) .

(c) T h e  e l e c t i o n  o n  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  p r o p o s i t i o n  shall be c o n d u c t e d  

in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the e l e c t i o n  code of the b o r o u g h .  All costs i n c u r r e d  

in the c o n d u c t  of a vote o n  the p r o p o s i t i o n  s h a l l  be pai d  by the b o r ough.

(d) If a m a j o r i t y  of t h o s e  voting on the q u e s t i o n  favors u n i f i c a­

tion, the h o m e  r ule ch a r t e r  set out in A S  2 9 . 6 8 . 2 5 1  t akes e f f e c t  on 

J u l y  1 n e x t  f o l l o w i n g  the e l e c t i o n  in w h i c h  u n i f i c a t i o n  was a p p r o v e d .

T h e  c h a r t e r  o p e r a t e s  to d i s s o l v e  all local g o v e r n m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  area 

of u n i f i c a t i o n .

Sec. 2 9 .68.231. E L E C T I O N  OF I N I T I A L  M U N I C I P A L  OFFI CI A L S .  If 

u n i f i c a t i o n  is a p p r o v e d  in the ma nn e r  r e q u i r e d  b y  AS 29.68.221, the 

b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  shall p r o v i d e  for the f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  of m u n i c i p a l  

o f f i c i a l s .  The e l e c t i o n  of o f f i c i a l s  shall c o n f o r m  to p r o v i s i o n s  of the 

h o m e  rule c h a r t e r  set out i n  A S  29.68.251. T h e  e l e c t i o n  shall tak e 

p l a c e  not less t h a n  45 nor m o r e  than 60 days a f t e r  the date of c e r t i f i­

ca t i o n  of the r e su l t s  of th e  u n i f i c a t i o n  e l e c t i o n .  The e l e c t i o n  of 

m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c i a l s  shall be c o n d u c t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the e l e c t i o n  

c o d e  of t h e  b o r o u g h . All c o s t s  in c urred in c o n d u c t i n g  the e l e c t i o n  

required by this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be pai d by t he b o r o u g h .

Sec. 29.68.241. EFFECT OF UNIFICATION, (a) A municipality estab­

lished by unification succeeds to all the assets and liabilities of the 

local governments it unified. A bonded indebtedness or other debt 

incurred before unification shall remain the tax obligation of the area

-24- SB 488

<r



w h i c h  c o n t r a c t e d  the debt, e x c e p t  t h a t  the t a x  o b l i g a t i o n  m a y  b e  s p r e a d  

o v e r  a l a r g e r  a r e a  b y  o r d i n a n c e  if t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  

t h e  a s s e t  f o r  w h i c h  the b o n d e d  i n d e b t e d n e s s  or o t h e r  d e b t  w a s  i n c u r r e d  

w a s  u s e d  fo r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of the l a r g e r  a r e a  b e f o r e  u n i f i c a t i o n ,  or is s o  

u s e d  a f t e r  u n i f i c a t i o n .

(b) A l l  p r o v i s i o n s  of law  a u t h o r i z i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  a n y  k i nd ,  

in  m o n e y  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  f r o m  the s t a t e  or f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  to b o r o u g h s  

a n d  c i t i e s  s h a l l  r e m a i n  in full f o r c e  an d  e f f e c t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a 

u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  AS 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 0 1  - 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 5 1 .

(c) W i t h i n  two y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  u n i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  

g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  of the u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  s h a l l  r e v i s e ,  r e p e a l ,  or r e ­

a f f i r m  all b o r o u g h  an d  c i t y  o r d i n a n c e s ,  r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  o r d e r s  in f o r c e  

w i t h i n  the b o r o u g h  at the t i m e  of u n i f i c a t i o n .  E a c h  o r d i n a n c e ,  r e s o l u­

t i o n  or o r d e r  in f o r c e  at the t i m e  o f  u n i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  r e m a i n  in f o r c e  

u n t i l  s u p e r s e d e d  by a c t i o n  of the g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  the u n i f i e d  m u n i c i­

pal i t y .

Sec. 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 5 1 .  G E N E R A L  H O M E  R U L E  C H A R T E R  F O R  U N I F I E D  M U N I C I P A L I T Y .  

U n t i l  s u p e r s e d e d  b y  a h o m e  r u l e  c h a r t e r  a d o p t e d  in  t h e  m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  

i n  A S  2 9 . 1 3 . 0 1 0  - 2 9 . 1 3 . 0 9 0 ,  th e  f o l l o w i n g  s h a l l  o p e r a t e  as t h e  h o m e  

r u l e  c h a r t e r  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  A S  2 9 . 6 8 . 2 0 1  - 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 5 1 :

N A M E  A N D  B O U N D A R I E S  

S e c t i o n  1.01. N A M E  O F  M U N I C I P A L I T Y .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  s h a l l

b e  a m u n i c i p a l  c o r p o r a t i o n  k n o w n  as ( I N S E R T  T H E  N A M E  O F  T H E  M U N I C I­

PA L I T Y )  .

S e c t i o n  1.02. B O U N D A R I E S .  T h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

s h a l l  I n c l u d e  all a r e a s  w i t h i n  the f o r m e r  b o r o u g h  o n  th e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  o f  this c h a r t e r .  T h e  b o u n d a r i e s  m a y  b e  a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  manner 

p r o v i d e d  b y  law.

P O W E R S
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S e c t i o n  2 . 0 1 .  P O W E R S .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  e x e r c i s e  all 

l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r s  n o t  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  l a w  or b y  t h i s  c h a r t e r .

S e c t i o n  2 . 0 2 .  C O N S T R U C T I O N .  T h e  p o w e r s  of t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

s h a l l  b e  l i b e r a l l y  c o n s t r u e d .  T h e  s p e c i f i c  e n u m e r a t i o n  of a p a r t i­

c u l a r  p o w e r  i n  t h i s  c h a r t e r  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  l i m i t i n g  the 

p o w e r s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y .

S e c t i o n  2 . 0 3 .  I N T E R G O V E R N M E N T A L  R E L A T I O N S .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

m a y  e x e r c i s e  a n y  of its p o w e r s  o r  p e r f o r m  a n y  of i t s  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  

m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e i r  f i n a n c i n g ,  j o i n t l y  or i n  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  b y  

a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  a n y  o n e  or m o r e  l o c al  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  t h e  S t a t e ,  or t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  or  a n y  a g e n c y  or i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  o f  t h e s e  g o v e r n­

m e n t s  .

T H E  A S S E M B L Y

S e c t i o n  3 . 01 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  of 

the m u n i c i p a l i t y  is v e s t e d  i n  the a s s e m b l y .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  

p r o v i d e  for t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of all d u t i e s  a n d  o b l i g a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  

u p o n  th e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  b y  thi s  c h a r t e r .

S e c t i o n  3 .02. T E R M  A N D  C O M P O S I T I O N .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  be 

c o m p o s e d  of s e v e n  m e m b e r s  e l e c t e d  at l a r g e .  S e a t s  s h a l l  b e  d e s i g­

n a t e d  b y  l e t t e r .  A  m e m b e r  of the a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t h r e e - y e a r  

t e r m .

S e c t i o n  3 .0 3 .  E L I G I B I L I T Y .  (a) O n l y  a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of 

th e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  o f  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  f o r  a t  

l e a s t  o n e y e a r  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  e l e c t i o n  o r  a p p o i n t m e n t  to 

o f f i c e  s h a l l  b e  q u a l i f i e d  fo r  th e  o f f i c e  o f  m e m b e r  o f  th e a s s e m b l y .

(b) A member o f  the assembly shall remain a resident of the 

municipality while in office.

(c) The assembly shall be the j u d g e  of the election a n d  

qualification of its members. For these purposes the a s s e m b l y
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shall have power to subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, take 

testimony, and require the production of evidence. A qualified 

voter may appeal to the superior court for review of a decision of 

the assembly under this section.

Section 3.04. PRESIDING OFFICER, MEETINGS AND PROCEDURES.

(a) The assembly shall elect annually from its membership a pre­

siding officer known as the "chairman". The chairman shall serve 

at the pleasure of the assembly.

(b) The assembly shall meet in regular session at least twice 

each month. The mayor, chairman of the assembly, or any four 

members of the assembly may call special meetings.

(c) The assembly, by ordinance, shall determine its own rules 

and order of business, including provision for reasonable notice to 

the public and to all assemblymen of regular and special meetings. 

The assembly shall maintain a journal of its proceedings as a 

public record.

(d) Four members of the assembly constitute a quorum; however, 

a smaller number may recess from time to time and compel the atten- 

dance of absent members as prescribed by assembly rule.

Section 3.05. MUNICIPAL CLERK. The assembly shall appoint a 

municipal clerk and prescribe the duties of that office. The clerk 

serves at the pleasure of the assembly.

Section 3.06. STAFF. Pursuant to ordinance, the assembly may 

engage legal counsel, other professional advisers, and staff as it 

requires in the execution of its legislative functions.

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Section 4.01. THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, (a) The executive 

and administrative power of the municipality is vested in the 

mayor. The mayor is elected at large for a three-year term.
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(b) A  c a n d i d a t e  for the o f f i c e  of m a y o r  s h a l l  be a q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  an d  a r e s i d e n t  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  for at 

l e a s t one y e a r  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  hi s  e l e c t i o n .

(c) T h e  m a y o r  s h a l l  r e m a i n  a r e s i d e n t  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  

w h i l e  in o f f i c e .

(d) T h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  of the m a y o r  s h a ll  be d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the 

a s s e m b l y  b y  o r d i n a n c e  a n d  m a y  n o t  be  r e d u c e d  d u r i n g  h i s  t erm of 

o f f i c e  w i t h o u t  hi s  consent.

S e c t i o n  4.02. POWERS. (a) T h e  m a y o r  s hall a p p o i n t  all h e a d s 

of m u n i c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  the asse m b l y , 

o n  the b a s i s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  P e r s o n s a p p o i n t e d  b y  

the m a y o r  s e r v e  at the p l e a s u r e  of the ma y o r .

(b) T h e  m a y o r  m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in all a s s e m b l y  m e e t i n g s  to the 

same e x t e n t  as a n  a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r ,  bu t  m a y  not vote.

(c) T h e  m a y o r  has the v e t o  po w e r . T h e  v e t o  m u s t  be e x e r c i s e d  

an d  s u b m i t t e d  to th e  a s s e m b l y  w i t h  a w r i t t e n  e x p l a n a t i o n  w i t h i n  10 

d ays of p a s s a g e  of the o r d i n a n c e  af f e c t e d .  Th e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  v o t e 

of s ix  m e m b e r s ,  m a y  o v e r r i d e  a v e t o  a n y  t i m e  w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  

its e x e r c i s e .

S e c t i o n  4.03. M U N I C I P A L  A T T O R N E Y .  T h e r e  s h a l l  be a m u n i c i p a l  

att o r n e y,  a p p o i n t e d  by  the m a y o r  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  b y  the a s s e m b l y .

T h e  a t t o r n e y  s e r v e s  at the p l e a s u r e  of the ma y o r . T h e  a t t o r n e y  

s h a l l  a d v i s e  a n d  a s s i s t  the m u n i c i p a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  legal m a t t e r s .

S e c t i o n  4.04. M U N I C I P A L  O F F I C E R S .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  a n d  

o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  are a p p o i n t e d  b y  the m a y o r  or by 

the a s s e m b l y ,  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  o r d i n a n c e .  O f f i c e r s  serve at the 

p l e a s u r e  o f  th e  a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y .  A p p o i n t m e n t s  b y  the m a y o r  

are s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  the g o v e r n i n g  body.

S e c t i o n  4.05. A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  CODE. T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  by o r di -
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n a n c e ,  s h a l l  a d o p t  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o d e  p r o v i d i n g  for

(1) the i d e n t i t y ,  f u n c t i o n  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e a c h  

e x e c u t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t ;

(2) r u l e s  of p r a c t i c e  a n d  p r o c e d u r e  g o v e r n i n g  a d m i n i s­

t r a t i v e  p r o c e e d i n g s ;  a n d

(3) p e r s o n n e l  p o l i c i e s  a n d  r u l e s  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  m e r i t  

p r i n c i p l e  of e m p l o y m e n t .

Sec . A . 06. B O A R D S  A N D  C O M M I S S I O N S .  (a) T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  by 

o r d i n a n c e ,  m a y  p r o v i d e  for a d v i s o r y ,  r e g u l a t o r y  or a p p e l l a t e  b o a r d s  

o r  c o m m i s s i o n s .  T h e  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  the d u t i e s ,  t erms 

a n d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of m e m b e r s .

(b) U n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e d  in t h i s  c h a r t e r ,  

the m a y o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  m e m b e r s  o f  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .  A p p o i n t­

m e n t s  a r e  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  t h e  a s s e m b l y .

(c) B o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  m a y  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the 

a s s e m b l y ,  the m a y o r  a n d  h e a d s  of e x e c u t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o n  m a t t e r s  

s p e c i f i e d  in the o r d i n a n c e  c r e a t i n g  t h e  b o a r d  or c o m m i s s i o n .

(d) T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  by o r d i n a n c e ,  m a y  c r e a t e  or d e s i g n a t e  

i t s e l f  t o  b e  a b o a r d  of revi e w ,  a d j u s t m e n t  or e q u a l i z a t i o n .  T h e  

o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  the r u l e s  of p r o c e d u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  q u o r u m  

an d  v o t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

E D U C A T I O N

S e c t i o n  5.01. P U B L I C  S C H O O L  S Y S T E M .  T h e  s y s t e m  o f  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s  f o r the m u n i c i p a l i t y  s h a l l  b e  o p e r a t e d  b y  a s c h o o l  b o a r d  o f

s e v e n  p e r s o n s  e l e c t e d  a t  large. S e a t s  s h a l l  be d e s i g n a t e d  b y

lett e r .

S e c t i o n  5.02. Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S ,  T E R M  A N D  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  (a) A  

c a n d i d a t e  for s c h o o l  b o a r d  s h a l l  b e  a  q u a l i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l  voter, 

a n d  a r e s i d e n t  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  f o r  o n e  y e a r  I m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d -

- 2 9 -  SB  4 8 8



jfc' .vv

i m p *

i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  A s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e m b e r  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t h r e e - y e a r  

t e r m  a n d  s h a l l  r e m a i n  a r e s i d e n t  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h i l e  in 

o f f i c e .

(b) T h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  of m e m b e r s  of t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  s h a l l  be

d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  a s s e m b l y  b y  o r d i n a n c e .

S e c t i o n  5 .03. P O W E R S .  T h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  h a s  th e  p o w e r s  p r o­

v i d e d  b y  law, i n c l u d i n g  but n o t  l i m i t e d  to, the p o w e r  to

(1) f o r m u l a t e  p o l i c y  for the o p e r a t i o n  o f  the s c ho o l s ;

(2) a p p o i n t  a n d  p r o v i d e  for s u s p e n s i o n  a n d  r e m o v a l  of 

s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ;

(3) s e r v e  as a b o a r d  o f  p e r s o n n e l  a p p e a l s ;  a n d

(4) g e n e r a l l y  s u p e r v i s e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  f i s c a l  a f f a i r s ,

i n c l u d i n g  the p r e p a r a t i o n  an d  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  the a n n u a l  b u d g e t  a n d  

c a p i t a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o gr a m .

S e c t i o n  5 .04. J O I N T  C O N F E R E N C E S .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  a n d  sc h o o l 

b o a r d  s h a l l  m e e t  at least t w i c e  y e a r l y  in p u b l i c  s e s s i o n  to d i s c u s s  

a n d  c o o r d i n a t e  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n n i n g ,  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  needs, the 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n ,  a n d  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  o f  m u t u a l  c o n c e r n .

S e c t i o n  5.05. B U D G E T  A N D  C A P I T A L  C O N S T R U C T I O N  PLAN. (a) T h e  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  s h a l l  s u b m i t  to t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  at s u c h  

t i m e  as th e  b o a r d  d i r e c t s  a p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  for th e  n e x t  fiscal 

y e a r  a n d  a p r o p o s e d  s i x - y e a r  p r o g r a m  for c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  

f i s c a l  p o l i c i e s .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  h o l d  at l e a s t  o n e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  

o n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  a n d  p r o g r a m  b e f o r e  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e m  to the 

a s s e m b l y ,  a n d  a t  l e a s t  on e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  a f t e r  a s s e m b l y  a c t i o n  i f  

th e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  is d i f f e r e n t .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  a n d  p r o g r a m  

shall be  approved a n d  s u b m i t t e d  to th e  a s s e m b l y  a t  l e a s t  90 d a y s  

before th e  e n d  of th e  c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  y e a r  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,

(b) The assembly may i n c r e a s e  or d e c r e a s e  t h e  b u d g e t  o f  th e
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s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  o n l y  as to total amount.

(c) The a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  appr ov e  the b u d g e t  of the s c h o o l  d i s­

t r i c t  as a m e n d e d  and a p p r o p r i a t e  the n e c e s s a r y  funds at l e a st  60 

d a y s  b e f o r e  the e n d  of the fiscal year o f  the scho o l  d i s t r i c t .  If 

t h e  a s s e m b l y  f ails to a p p r o v e  the sch o o l  d i s t r i c t  b u d g e t  a n d  m a k e  

the n e c e s s a r y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w i t h i n  the t i m e  stated, the b u d g e t  p r o­

p o s a l  shall b e c o m e  th e  b u d g e t  and a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for the fi sc a l  ye a r  

of the school d i s t r i c t  w i t h o u t  further a s s e m b l y  acti o n .

P L A N N I N G

S e c t i o n  6.01. P L A N N I N G  C O M M I S S I O N . T h e r e  s h a l l  be a p l a n n i n g  

c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  of s e v e n  m e m b e r s  w h o  s hall be a p p o i n t e d  b y  

t he m a y o r  f r o m  a m o n g  the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y .

S e c t i o n  6.02. T E R M  A N D  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  (a) The a s s e m b l y ,  b y  

o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  the terms of o f f i c e  of the m e m b e r s  of 

the p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n .

(b) T h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  the m e m b e r s  of the p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s­

s i o n  shall be d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the a s s e m b l y  by o r d i n a n c e .  T h e  m a y o r  

s h a l l  b u d g e t  for s t a f f  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  of the c o m m i s s i o n .  

S e c t i o n  6.03. DUTI E S .  The p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l

(1) r e p o r t  its r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  a d v i c e  to the a s s e m­

b l y  on  all p r o p o s a l s  s u b m i t t e d  to it b y  the a s s e m b l y  a n d  o n  s u c h  

o t h e r  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to p l a n n i n g  a n d  z o n i n g  as the c o m m i s s i o n  

m a y  desire or the a s s e m b l y  m a y  r e q u e s t ;

(2) f o r m u l a t e  a n d  deve l o p  p l a n n i n g  p r o p o s a l s  for s u b­

m i s s i o n  to the a s s e m b l y  w h e n e v e r  r e q u e s t e d  to d o  so b y  the a s s e m b l y

o r  u p o n  its o w n  m o t i o n ;

(3) p r o m o t e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  in, a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of, 

t h e  m u n i c i p a l  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  pla n  a n d  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s ;

(4) p e r f o r m  o t h e r  a d v i s o r y  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  d u t i e s  and
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e x e r c i s e  o t h e r  p o w e r s  as the a s s e m b l y  ma y  e s t a b l i s h  or w h i c h  are 

p r e s c r i b e d  b y  law.

S e c t i o n  6.04. C O M P R E H E N S I V E  PLAN. T h e r e  s h a l l  be a c o m p r e­

h e n s i v e  p l a n  that s h a l l  s e r ve  as a g u i d e  to all f u t u r e  a s s e m b l y  

a c t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  land use and d e v e l o p m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  u r b a n  r e­

ne w a l  p r o g r a m s ,  and e x p e n d i t u r e s  for capital i m p r o v e m e n t s .

V A C A N C I E S  IN E L E C T I V E  O F F I C E

S e c t i o n  7.01. D E T E R M I N I N G  VACAN C I E S .  (a) A n  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  

b e c o m e s  v a c a n t  if the i n cumbent

(1) c e a s e s  to m e e t  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  for the 

o f f i c e  b y  this c h a rters

(2) resignss

(3) dies;

(4) is j u d i c i a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  to be i n c o m p e t e n t ;

(5) is c o n v i c t e d  of a felony;

(6) is r e m o v e d  fro m o f f i c e  for b r e a c h  of p u b l i c  trust;

or

(7) is recalled.

(b) P r o c e e d i n g s  for the r e m o v a l  of an e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  for 

b r e a c h  of the p u b l i c  trust m a y  be i n i t i a t e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of all 

m e m b e r s  of the a s s e m b l y  or, if the removal i n v o l v e s  a m e m b e r  of the

sc h o o l  b o a r d ,  by a m a j o r i t y  of all memb e rs  of the sc h o o l  board.

T h e  as s e m b l y ,  by o r d i n a n c e,  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  p r o c e d u r e s  for r e m o v a l  

of e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  for b r e a c h  o f  the p u b l i c  tr u s t ,  i n c l u d i n g  

p r o v i s i o n  for noti c e ,  a c o m p l e t e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  char g e,  a p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a n  i m p a r t i a l  h e a r i n g  o f f i c e r ,  a n d  j u d i c i a l  

r e v i e w.  R e m o v a l  m u s t  be a p p r o v e d  b y  t w o - t h i r d s  of the a u t h o r i z e d  

m e m b e r s h i p  of the a s s e m b l y  or s c h o o l  board, as a p p l i c a b l e .

Section 7.02. FILLING VACANCIES IN ELECTIVE OFFICE. (a) If
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a v a c a n c y  o c c u r s  o n  th e  a s s e m b l y  o r  the s c h o o l  bo a r d ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  

m e m b e r s  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n  to fill the v a c a n c y  w i t h i n  

3 0  d a y s .  T h e  p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  s h a l l  s e r v e  u ntil the n e x t  r e g u l a r  

e l e c t i o n ,  at w h i c h  t i m e  a s u c c e s s o r  s hall be e l e c t e d  to s e r v e  the 

b a l a n c e  of t he  term. If less t h a n  30 d a y s  r e m a i n  in a t e r m  w h e n  a 

v a c a n c y  o c c u r s ,  the v a c a n c y  s h a l l  n o t  be filled. H o w e v e r ,  if at 

a n y  time m e m b e r s h i p  is r e d u c e d  to  f e w e r  t h a n  a q u o r u m ,  t h e  r e m a i n­

i n g  m e m b e r s ,  w i t h i n  s e v e n  days, s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n u m b e r  o f  q u a l i f i e d  

p e r s o n s  s u f f i c i e n t  to c o n s t i t u t e  a  q u o r um .

(b) A v a c a n c y  in the o f f i c e  of m a y o r  s h a ll  be f i l l e d  at a 

r e g u l a r  or s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  n o t  less t han 4 5  d a y s  n o r  m o r e  

t h a n  90 da y s  f r o m  the t i m e  th e v a c a n c y  o c c u r s .  If les s  t h a n  45 

d a y s  r e m a i n  in the t e r m  w h e n  t h e  v a c a n c y  o c c u r s ,  the v a c a n c y  s h a l l  

n o t  be f i l l e d .  W h e n  a v a c a n c y  o c c u r s  in the o f f i c e  o f  m a y o r ,  t h e 

c h a i r m a n  of th e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  s e r v e  as the a c t i n g  m a y o r  u ntil a 

s u c c e s s o r  is e l e c t e d  a n d  t a k e s  o f f i c e .  T h e  a c t i n g  m a y o r  h a s  the 

v e t o  p o w e r ,  b u t  m a y  n o t  v o t e  o n  a s s e m b l y  actio n .  T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  

o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for f u r t h e r  s u c c e s s i o n  to t h e  o f f i c e  of 

a c t i n g  m a y o r .

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL 

Section 8.01. INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. (a) The powers of 

initiative and referendum are reserved for exercise by the people 

of the municipality in the manner provided by law. The powers of 

initiative and referendum do not apply to ordinances establishing 

budgets, fixing mill levies, authorizing the issuance of bonds, or 

appropriating funds. A petition for initiative or referendum shall 

be signed by a number of qualified voters equal to at least 10 p e r­

cent of the voters who cast ballots in the last regular mayoral 

election.
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(b) W i t h i n  10 d a y s  o f  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  f o r  i n i t a t i v e  

or r e f e r e n d u m ,  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  o n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  

w h e t h e r  or n o t  it is s u f f i c i e n t .  A n  i n i t i a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  

to t h e  v o t e r s  a t  the n e x t  r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  at l e a s t  45 d ays 

a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  p e t i t i o n .  A r e f e r e n d u m  s h a l l  be s u b­

m i t t e d  to the v o t e r s  a t  a r e g u l a r  or s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  not 

l a t e r  t h a n  75 d a y s  a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the p e t i t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  

t h e  a s s e m b l y  m a y  s u b m i t  a r e f e r e n d u m  to t h e  v o t e r s  at a later 

r e g u l a r  or s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  if th e  a s s e m b l y  s u s p e n d s  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  

u n t i l  the e l e c t i o n .

(c) A r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n  m a y  be f i l e d  at a n y  time. H o w e v e r ,  

f i l i n g  a r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n  s u s p e n d s  th e  o r d i n a n c e  o r  r e s o l u t i o n  

o n l y  if the p e t i t i o n  is f i l e d  w i t h i n  6 0  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  of the o r d i n a n c e  o r  r e s o l u t i o n .  T h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  the o r d i­

n a n c e  or r e s o l u t i o n  t e r m i n a t e s  o n  a f i n d i n g  of i n s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e 

p e t i t i o n  or u p o n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  a g a i n s t  repea l .

(d) A n  i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  is v o i d  if the a s s e m b l y  e n a c t s  a n  

i d e n t i c a l  m e a s u r e  b e f o r e  the e l e c t i o n .  A r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n  is 

v o i d  if the a s s e m b l y  r e p e a l s  the o r d i n a n c e  or r e s o l u t i o n  in q u e s­

t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n .

(e) T h e  a s s e m b l y  m a y  n o t  r e p e a l  o r  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r  an 

o r d i n a n c e  e n a c t e d  b y  i n i t i a t i v e  or e n a c t e d  u n d e r  (d) of this s e c­

t i o n ,  or r e e n a c t  a m e a s u r e  r e j e c t e d  b y  r e f e r e n d u m ,  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s  

a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  the e n a c t m e n t  o r  

r e j e c t i o n  o c c u r r e d .

Section 8.02. RECALL. An elected official m a y  be recalled by 

the voters in the manner provided by law. A petition to place the 

recall of an elected official before the voters shall be signed by 

a number of qualified voters equal to at least 10 per cent of the



v o t e r s  w h o  c a s t  b a l l o t s  in tha t  d i s t r i c t  at the last m u n i c i p a l  

e l e c t i o n ,  e x c l u d i n g  a r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n ,  at w h i c h  the o ff i c i a l  w a s  a 

c a n d i d a t e .  S i g n e r s  of a p e t i t i o n  s hall be r e s i d e n t s  of the m u n i c i­

pal i t y .  A  p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  to fill a v a c a n c y  m a y  be r e c a l l e d  in 

th e  same m a n n e r  as h i s  e l e c t e d  pre d ec e s s o r .

L E G I S L A T I O N

S e c t i o n  9.01. I N T R O D U C T I O N  AN D  E N A C T M E N T  O F  O RD I N A N C E S .  (a) 

A n  o r d i n a n c e  shall be  i n t r o d u c e d  in w r i t i n g  in the f o r m  r e q u i r e d  by 

a s s e m b l y  r u l e .

(b) A n  o r d i n a n c e  may be i n t r o d u c e d  by a m e m b e r  of the a s s e m­

bl y  at a r e g u l a r  or s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g  of the a s s e m b l y .  The m a y o r  ma y 

c a u s e  an o r d i n a n c e  to be i n t r o d u c ed .  F o l l o w i ng  i n t r o d u c t i o n  an d 

u p o n  a p p r o v a l  of t h r e e  m e m b e r s  of the assembly, the c lerk s h al l  

p u b l i s h  a n o t i c e  c o n t a i n i n g  the text of the o r d i n a n c e  or an i n f o r­

ma t i v e  s u m m a r y  of its co n t e n t s , the time and p l a c e  for a p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g  o n  the o r d i n a n c e ,  a n d  the t i m e  when a n d  p l a c e w h e r e  copies 

of the o r d i n a n c e  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e .  Th e p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be 

h e l d  at l e a s t  five d a y s  a f t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  of the notice.

(c) A n  o r d i n a n c e  takes e f f e c t  u p o n  a d o p t i o n  or at a l ater 

d a t e  s p e c i f i e d  in t h e  o r d i n a n c e .  O r d i n a n c e s  s h a l l  be a t t e s t e d  by 

the m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k a n d  by the c h a i r m a n  of the assembly.

S e c t i o n  9.02. A C T I O N S  R E Q U I R I N G  AN O R D IN A N C E .  In a d d i t i o n  to 

o t h e r  a c t i o n s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  a n  o r d i n an c e ,  the a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  use 

o r d i n a n c e s  to

(1) a d o p t  an d  a m e n d  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  code;

(2) levy taxes;

(3) authorize borrowing of money;

(4) grant, renew or extend a franchise;

(5) regulate the rate charged by a utility of the munici



palityi

(6) p r o v i d e  for a f i n e  or o t h e r  p e n a l t y  or e s t a b l i s h  a 

rule or r e g u l a t i o n  for the v i o l a t i o n  of w h i c h  a fin e  or o t h e r  

p e n a l t y  is imposed;

(7) adopt or a m e n d  z o n i n g  or s i m i l a r  land u s e  cont r o l

m e a s u r e s ;

(8) co n v e y  or lease, or a u t h o r i z e  the c o n v e y a n c e  or 

lease, of a n y  i n t e r e s t in l ands of the m u n i c i p a l i t y .

S e c t i o n  9.03. E M E R G E N C Y  O R D I N A N C E S .  In c a s e  of a n  e m e r g e n c y ,

an o r d i n a n c e  m a y  be i n t r o d u c e d  an d  a d o p t e d  at the s ame m e e t i n g .  A n

e m e r g e n c y  o r d i n a n c e  shall c o n t a i n  a f i n d i n g  t h a t  an e m e r g e n c y

exi st s  a n d  a st a t e m e n t  of the f acts c o n s t i t u t i n g  the e m e r g e n c y .  A n

e m e r g e n c y  o r d i n a n c e  is a d o p t e d  b y  the a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  all 

m e m b e r s  of the a s s e m b l y  p r e s e n t  or of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the  total 

m e m b e r s h i p ,  w h i c h e v e r  is less. The  m a y o r  m a y  v e t o  an  e m e r g e n c y  

o r d i n a n c e .  An e m e r g e n c y  o r d i n a n c e  is e f f e c t i v e  for 60 d a y s  u n l e s s  

s o o n e r  r e p e a l e d  by r e s o l u t i o n .

S e c t i o n  9.04. A D O P T I O N  BY R E F ER E N C E .  T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  by o r d i­

nance, m a y  a dopt by r e f e r e n c e  a s t a n d a r d  c o d e  of r e g u l a t i o n s  or a 

p o r t i o n  of the s t atutes o f  t h e  State of A l a s k a .  T h e  m a t t e r  a d o p t e d  

b y  r e f e r e n c e  shall be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to the p u b l i c  in a m a n n e r  p r e ­

scr i b e d  b y  rule of the a s s e m b l y .

S e c t i o n  9.05. C O D I F I C A T I O N .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  

the i n d e x i n g  and c o d i f i c a t i o n  of all o r d i n a n c e s  a d o p t e d  b y  the 

a s s e m b l y .  F o l l o w i n g  a d o p t i o n  of the i n i t i a l  code, a l l  p r o p o s e d  

a m e n d m e n t s  shall be a d o p t e d  as a m e n d m e n t s  or a d d i t i o n s  to the c o d e .

FINANCE

Section 10.01. FISCAL YEAR. The fiscal year shall start on 

end on June 30 of the following year.
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S e c t i o n  10.02. C A P I T A L  I M P R O V E M E N T  PR O G R A M .  At l e a s t  1 2 0  

days b e f o r e  the e n d  of the f i s c a l  y e a r  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  th e  

m a y o r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  to the a s s e m b l y ,  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f r o m  the 

p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n ,  a s i x - y e a r  p r o g r a m  for c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  of 

the m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e  p r o g r a m  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  e s t i m a t e s  of the 

e f f e c t  of c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  o n  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  o p e r a t i o n  

an d  p e r s o n n e l  co s ts .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  h o l d  at l e a s t  tw o  p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g s  o n  the s i x - y e a r  p r o g r a m  b e f o r e  its a d o p t i o n .

S e c t i o n  10.03. O P E R A T I N G  A N D  C A P I T A L  BUDGE T .  A t  l e a s t  120 

days b e f o r e  the e n d  of the f i s c a l  y e a r  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  the 

m a y o r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  to the a s s e m b l y  p r o p o s e d  c a p i t a l  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  

b u d g e t s  for the n e x t  f i s c a l  year. T h e  f o r m  a n d  c o n t e n t  of t h e 

o p e r a t i n g  a n d  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t s  s h a l l  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  c a p i t a l  

i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o g r a m .  Th e  m a y o r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  w i t h  t h e  b u d g e t s  an 

a n a l y s i s  of the f i s c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of all  tax l e v i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s .

S e c t i o n  10.04. B U D G E T  H E A R I N G S .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  h o l d  at 

l e a s t  two p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  o n  the p r o p o s e d  c a p i t a l  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  

b u d g e t s  for the n e x t  f i s c a l  year, i n c l u d i n g  o n e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  at 

the n e x t  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  a f t e r  the b u d g e t s  are s u b m i t t e d  to the 

a s s e m b l y  a n d  on e  h e a r i n g  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  60 day s b e f o r e  the b e g i n­

n i n g  of the n e x t  f i s c a l  y e a r .

Section 10.05. ASSEMBLY ACTION ON THE MUNICIPAL BUDGETS. The 

assembly may increase or decrease any item, and may add or delete 

items, in the proposed operating or capital budgets of the munici­

pality. The assembly shall approve the budgets of the municipality 

as amended and by ordinance appropriate the necessary funds at 

least 60 days before the end of the fiscal year of the municipality. 

If the assembly fails t o  approve the capital and operating budgets 

and to  a d o p t  t h e  necessary appropriation ordinance within the time
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s t a t e d ,  t h e  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l s  s h a l l  b e c o m e  the p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t s  a n d  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o r d i n a n c e s  f o r  the f i s c a l  y e a r  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  

b y  t h e  a s s e m b l y .

S e c t i o n  10.06. L A P S E  O F  A P P R O P R I A T I O N S .  A t  the c l o s e  of the 

f i s c a l  y e a r ,  a n  u n e x p e n d e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  s h a l l  l a p s e  int o  t h e  f u n d  

f r o m  w h i c h  a p p r o p r i a t e d .  A n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for a c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e­

m e n t ,  or a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of f e d e r a l  

o r  s t a t e  g r a n t s ,  s h a l l  n o t  l a p s e  u n t i l  th e  p u r p o s e  of the a p p r o p r i a­

t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  o r  a b a n d o n e d .

S e c t i o n  10.07. B U D G E T  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  (a) No p a y m e n t  s h a l l  

b e  m a d e  o r  o b l i g a t i o n  i n c u r r e d  e x c e p t  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a­

tio n s .  O b l i g a t i o n s  o t h e r w i s e  i n c u r r e d  a r e  v oid. T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  by 

o r d i n a n c e ,  m a y  p r o v i d e  fo r  e x c e p t i o n s  in th e  c a s e  of tax r e f u n d s  or 

o t h e r  r o u t i n e  p a y m e n t s .

(b) T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  m a y  a u t h o r i z e  a c o n t r a c t ,  

l e a s e  o r  o b l i g a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  f u n d s  f r o m  f u t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  A 

l e a s e - p u r c h a s e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a c a p i­

tal i m p r o v e m e n t  v a l u e d  in e x c e s s  of o n e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  is n o t  

v a l i d  u n t i l  a p p r o v e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of th e  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  

o n  the q u e s t i o n .

S e c t i o n  10.08. C O M P E T I T I V E  B I D D I N G .  T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  o r d i­

na n c e ,  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  fo r  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  for g o o ds  a n d  s e r v i c e s  

a n d  s h a l l  m a k e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  e x c e p t i o n s .

Section 10.09. FINANCIAL AUDIT. (a) The assembly shall 

provide for an annual independent audit of all municipal accounts 

by a certified public accountant. The audit shall be completed 

within 90 days following the close of the fiscal year.

(b) A contract entered into under this section shall provide 

that the auditor may not engage in any other consultant capacity
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d u r i n g  the a u d i t  or for a p e r i o d  of two years a fter c o m p l e t i o n  of 

the c o n t r a c t  for a u d i t  se r vi c e s .

T A X A T I O N

S e c t i o n  11.01. T A X I N G  A U T H O R I T Y .  (a) T h e t a x i n g  power of

the m u n i c i p a l i t y  is v e s t e d  in the a s sembly. The t a x i n g  power ma y

not be s u r r e n d e r e d ,  d e l e g a te d ,  suspended, o r  c o n t r a c t e d  away e x c e p t

as p r o v i d e d  b y  law.

(b) P r i v a t e  leaseholds, c o n t r a c t s  or o th e r  i n t e r e s t s in land 

or p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  or h eld b y  th e  Uni t e d  States, the state or other 

p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  shall be taxable o n l y  to the extent of fair 

m a r k e t  v a l u e  of the p r i v a t e  i n terest.

S e c t i o n  11.02. T A X I N G  P R O C E DU R E S .  (a) Th e  ass em b l y ,  by 

o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l  a d o p t  p r o c e d u r e s  for tax a s s e s s m e n t ,  levy and 

c o l l e c t i o n  of p r o p e r t y  taxes. The p r o c e d u r e s  s hall p r o v i d e  for the 

a s s e s s m e n t  of p r o p e r t y  at full and true value, e x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  

p r o v i d e d  b y  law, a n d  for n o t i c e  of a s s e s s m e n t,  a p p e a l  and j u d i c i a l  

r e v i e w .  P r o p e r t y  taxes, w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d  c o l l e c t i o n  charges, p e n a l­

ties and i n t e r e s t ,  are first liens u p o n  the p r o p e r ty .

(b) T h e  a s s e m b l y  by o r d i n a n c e  ma y  a d o p t  a s a l e  and use tax.

M U N I C I P A L  B O R R O W I N G  

S e c t i o n  12.01. A U T HO R I T Y .  Th e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  b o r r o w  m o n e y  

fo r  a n y  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e  a n d  i s s u e  its e v i d e n c e s  of i n d e b t e d ne s s .

Section 12.02. LIMITATIONS. (a) No general obligation 

bonded indebtedness may be incurred unless authorized by the assem­

bly and ratified by a majority vote of those in the municipality 

voting on the question, except that refunding bonds may be issued 

without an election.

(b) Tax or revenue anticipation notes shall be repaid within 

12 months of the date of issue. When the taxes or revenues antici-
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p a t e d  ar e  not r e c e i v e d  w i t h i n  this time, the a s s e m b l y  m a y  r e n e w  the 

n o t e s for a n  a d d i t i o n a l  p e r i o d  not to e x c e e d  six months.

S e c t i o n  12.03. F OR M  A N D  M A N N E R  OF SALE. The a s s e m b l y ,  by 

o r d i n a n c e ,  shall p r o v i d e  for the f o r m  an d  m a n n e r  of sale of b o n d s  

an d  notes. T h e  s ale of bonds and n o t e s  to f i nancial c o n s u l t a n t s  of 

the m u n i c i p a l i t y  is p r o h i b i t e d .

S e c t i o n  12.04. P R O C E E D S  FROM T H E  S A L E  OF O B L I G A T I O N S .  P r o­

ceeds d e r i v e d  f r o m  the sale of o b l i g a t i o n s  shall be used s o l e l y  for 

the p u r p o s e s  for w h i c h  the o b l i g a t i o n s  w e r e  issued or for the 

p a y m e n t  of p r i n c i p a l  or i nt e r e s t  or o t h e r  charges w i t h  r e s p e c t  to 

the o b l i g a t i o n s .

S E R V I C E  A R E A S  A N D  A S S E S S M E N T  D I S T R I C T S

S e c t i o n  13.01. S E R V I C E  AREAS. (a) A s e r v i c e  a rea to p r o v i d e  

a spec i a l  s e r v i c e  w i t h i n  a b o r o u g h  m a y  be e s t a b l i s h e d,  o p e r a t e d ,  

a l t e r e d  or a b o l i s h e d  b y  the a s s e m b l y  b y  o r di n a n c e .

(b) T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  o r d i na n c e ,  s h a l l  adopt p r o c e d u r e s  for 

e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  a l t e r i n g ,  a b o l i s h i n g  or o p e r a t i n g  s e r v i c e  areas. 

S e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  in a s e r v i c e  are a  s h a l l  be f in a n c e d  by a u n i f o r m  

t a x  levy w i t h i n  t h e  area.

(c) T h e  a s s e m b l y  m a y  p r o v i d e  for a p p o i n t e d  or e l e c t e d  b o a r d s  

t o  s u p e r v i s e  the f u r n i s h i n g  of s p e ci a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  a s e r v i c e  a rea.

Section 13.02. ASSESSMENT DISTRICTS, (a) The assembly, by 

ordinance, may establish assessment districts to provide and 

finance capital improvements by means of an assessment, or services 

by means of a tax levy, and shall prescribe criteria for allocating 

the cost of improvement or service within an assessment district.

(b) An assessment district may be established or extended 

only with the approval of property owners who would bear the cost 

of more than 50 percent of the estimated cost of the improvement or
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s e r v i c e .  A n  a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  to f i n a n c e  a c a p i t a l  

i m p r o v e m e n t  m a y  b e  d i s s o l v e d  b y  a s s e m b l y  r e s o l u t i o n  at a n y  time 

a f t e r  the d i s t r i c t ' s  s h a r e  of th e  c o s t  of the i m p r o v e m e n t  ha s  b e e n  

p a i d .  A n  a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  to f i n a n c e  a s e r v i c e  m a y  

n o t  b e  d i s s o l v e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of the p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  w h o  

b e a r  m o r e  t h a n  50  p e r c e n t  of the c o s t  o f  p r o v i d i n g  the s e r v i c e .

(c) A  s p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t  for c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  w i t h  

i n t e r e s t  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n  c h a r g e s ,  is a l i e n  on p r o p e r t y  a s s e s s e d ,  

s e c o n d  o n l y  to p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  a n d  p r i o r  s p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t s .

(d) A n  a c c o u n t  or a c c o u n t s  for e a c h  s p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t  d i s ­

t r i c t  s h a l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  all o t h e r  

m u n i c i p a l  a c c o u n t s .  R e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  w i t h i n  a s p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t  

d i s t r i c t  m a y  be a p p l i e d  o n l y  to c o s ts  i n c u r r e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to tha t 

a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t .

G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S

S e c t i o n  1 4 . 0 1 .  C O N F L I C T  O F  I N T E R E S T .  A n  e l e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l  

o f f i c i a l  m a y  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  in a n y  o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n  i n  w h i c h  h e  or 

a m e m b e r  o f  h i s  h o u s e h o l d  h a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t  

u n l e s s  a f t e r  d i s c l o s u r e  of t h e  i n t e r e s t  the m e m b e r ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

is a p p r o v e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  o f  the b o d y .  T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  

s h a l l  i m p l e m e n t  this s e c t i o n  as to e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  m e m b e r s  of 

b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  s h a l l  a d o p t  p r o c e d u r e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e  p a r t  of  m u n i c i p a l  e m p l o y e e s .

S e ctio n  1 4 .02 . PROHIBITIONS. (a ) Except where autho rized  by 

o rd in an ce, an e le cte d  o f f i c i a l  of the m u n ic ip a lity  may hold no 

other compensated m un icipal o f f ic e  or employment; or e le cte d  p o si­

tio n  under the s ta te  or m u n ic ip a lity  w h ile  in  o f f ic e .

(b) For a period of one year a f t e r  he leaves o f f ic e ,  no 

member of the assembly or school board may ho ld  compensated raunici-
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p a l  o f f i c e  or e m p l o y m e n t  w h i c h  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  or th e  s a l a r y  or 

b e n e f i t s  of w h i c h  w e r e  s p e c i a l l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  last y e a r  in 

o f f i c e  b y  the b o d y  o f  w h i c h  h e  w a s  a m e m b e r .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 

t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  do n o t  a p p l y  to e m p l o y m e n t  b y  or e l e c t i o n  to a 

c h a r t e r  c o m m i s s i o n .

S e c t i o n  14.03. P U B L I C  M E E T I N G S .  A l l  m e e t i n g s  of the a s s e m­

bly ,  scho o l  b o a r d ,  a n d  o t h e r  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  s h a l l  be public. 

T h e  a s s e m b l y ,  b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l  a d o p t  p r o c e d u r e s  for m a x i m u m  

r e a s o n a b l e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  of all m e e t i n g s .  At e a c h  m e e t i n g  the 

p u b l i c  s h a l l  h a v e  r e a s o n a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to be h e a r d .  An e x e c u t i v e  

s e s s i o n  m a y  b e  h e l d  to d i s c u s s  p e n d i n g  l i t i g a t i o n  or a n y  m a t t e r  the 

i m m e d i a t e  p u b l i c  k n o w l e d g e  o f  w h i c h  w o u l d  t end to a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  

t h e  f i n a n c e s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  or to d e f a m e  or p r e j u d i c e  the 

c h a r a c t e r  or r e p u t a t i o n  of a n y  p e rs o n .  T h e  g e n e r a l  m a t t e r  for 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  s h a l l  be e x p r e s s e d  in the m o t i o n  

c a l l i n g  for the s e s s i o n .  No o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n  m a y  be t a k e n  in e x e c u­

t i v e  s e s s i o n .

S e c t i o n  14.04. C L A I M S .  Th e  a s s e m b l y ,  by o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l 

p r o v i d e  for the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  it.

S e c t i o n  14.05. O A T H S  O F  O F F I C E .  E a c h  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c e r ,  

b e f o r e  t a k i n g  o f f i c e ,  s h a l l  t a k e  a n d  s u b s c r i b e  to the f o l l o w i n g  

o a t h  or a f f i r m a t i o n :  "I s o l e m n l y  s w e a r  (or a f f i r m )  that I w i l l

s u p p o r t  a n d  d e f e n d  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  a n d  the c h a r t e r  of thi s  m u n i c i­

p a l i t y ,  a n d  t h a t  I will f a i t h f u l l y  p e r f o r m  the d u t i e s  of ............

......... to the best of my ability."

Section 14.06. CONTINUATION IN OFFICE. E a c h  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  

shall continue to serve until his successor q u a l i f i e s  a n d  t akes 

office.
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T R A N S I T I O N

S e c t i o n  15.01. I N IT I A L  T E R M S  O F  M E M B E R S  O F  ASS E M B L Y . A s s e m­

bly seats A, D a n d  G shall be d e s i g n a t e d  o n e - y e a r  seats. A s s e m b l y  

s eats B and E s h a l l  be d e s i g n a t e d  t w o -y e a r  seats. A s s e m b l y  s e a t s  C 

a n d  F shall be d e s i g n a t e d  t h r e e - y e a r  seats. C a n d i d a t e s  for the 

i n i t i a l  m u n i c i p a l  a ss e m b l y  shall d e s i g n a t e  in the d e c l a r a t i o n  of 

c a n d i d a c y  or o t h e r  f orm of n o m i n a t i o n  the letter of the seat for 

w h i c h  e l e c t i o n  is sought.

S e c t i o n  15.02. I N I T I A L  T E R M S  OF S C H O O L  B O A R D  MEMBERS. Sc h o o l 

b o a r d  s eats A a n d  D shall be d e s i g n a t e d  o n e - y e a r  seats. School 

D o a r d  seats B, E and G shall be d e s i g n a t e d  t w o - y e a r  seats. Sc h o ol  

b o a r d  seats C a n d  F shall be d e s i g n a t e d  t h r e e - y e a r  seats. C a n d i­

dat e s  for the intial school b o a r d  shall d e s i g n a t e  in the d e c l a r a­

tion of c a n d i d a c y  or o ther for m  of n o m i n a t i o n  the letter of the

seat for w h i c h  e l e c t i o n  is sought.

S e c t i o n  15.03. O R G A N I Z A T I O N  O F  A S S E M B L Y  A N D  S C H O O L  BOARD.

M e m b e r s  of the a s s e m b l y  and school b o a r d  first e l e c t e d  u nd e r  the 

p r o v i s i o n s  of this char t e r  shall take o f fi c e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

AS 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 2 1 ( d ) .

S e c t i o n  15.04. O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  A N D  I N S T I T U T I O N S  CONTINUED. 

S p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t  districts, s e r vi c e  areas, a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  a n d  

a d v i s o r y  b o a r d s  and c o m m i s s i o n s  e x i s t i n g  w i t h i n  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  on 

the e f f e c t i v e  date of u n i f i c a t i o n  u n d e r  this c h a r t e r  c o n t i n u e  to 

f u n c t i o n  u n t i l  a l t e r e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  this charter.

Section 15.05. TRANSITIONAL BUDGET. The municipality shall 

operate under the governments of the municipalities to be unified 

until a municipal budget is adopted in accordance with this charter.

Section 15.06. EMPLOYMENT CONTINUED. All employees of govern­

ments being unified shall continue in employment until the assembly
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a d o p t s  b y  o r d i n a n c e  an  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  code. C u r r e n t  e m p l o y e e s  of 

the f o r m e r  g o v e r n m e n t s  m a y  be t e r m i n a t e d ,  u p o n  u n i f i c a t i o n ,  o n l y  

for cau s e .  S a l a r i e s  and b e n e f i t s  enjo y e d  u n d e r  e m p l o y m e n t  by the 

fo r m e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  shall c o n t i n u e  u ntil the n e w  c o d e  is e f f e c­

tive. P e n s i o n  plans, c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s ,  and s i m i l a r  

b e n e f i t s  s hall no t  be d i m i n i s h e d  b y  u n i f i c a t i o n  u n d e r  this c h a r t e r .  

Sec. 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 6 1 .  E L E C T I O N  OF C H A R T E R  C O M M I S S I O N .  If u n i f i c a t i o n  is 

a p p r o v e d  in th e  m a n n e r  r e q u i r e d  by AS 29.68.221, the a s s e m b l y  of the 

u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  shall, n o t  later t han 90 d a y s  b e f o r e  the first 

r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n  of the u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  a d o p t  a r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  

for a c h a r t e r  c o m m i s s i o n  e l e c t i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 2 9 .1 3 . 0 1 0 .

Sec. 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 7 1 .  P O W E R S  O F  A U N I F I E D  M U N I C I P A L I T Y .  A m u n i c i p a l i t y  

o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  AS 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 0 1  - 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 5 1  shall h a v e  all p o w e r s

(1) n o t  p r o h i b i t e d  it b y  l a w  or the c h a r t e r  set out in sec. 

251 of this c h ap t e r ;

(2) g r a n t e d  to o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h s  a n d  f i r s t c la s s  cities.

* Sec. 8. AS 2 9 . 1 3 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 9 . 1 3 . 0 1 0 .  M U N I C I P A L  C H A R T E R  A D O PTION. A f i r s t  class m u n i c i­

pal i tyJ_a_jnunici£aliLty_e 8 t a bJ j :s h e d _ J j i _ a c £ o r d a n c £ _ w i t h _ A S _ 2 ^

2 9 . 6 8 . 2 5 1  a n d  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 2 9 . 1 3 . 0 1 0  m a y  a d o p t  a 

c h a r t e r  for its own g o v e r n m e n t .  A h o m e  rule m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  a m e n d  its 

c h a r t e r  or a d o p t  a n e w  one. A c h a r t e r  is f r a m e d  b y  a c h a r t e r  c o m m i s s i o n  

of f i v e  [SEVEN] m e m b e r s  c h o s e n  b y  th e  m u n i c i p a l  v o t e r s  at a r e g u l a r  o r  

s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  A c a n d i d a t e  for t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m u s t  be a q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  an d  a r e s i d e n t  of t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  for t h r e e  

years immediately p r e c e d i n g  the e l e c t i o n .  A c h a r t e r  c o m m i s s i o n  e l e c t i o n  

is called by filing a petition w i t h  the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y , the a s s e m b l y  

of a unified municipality, or the city council, o r  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  of the 

borough assembly, the assembly of a unified municipality, or the c i t y
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c o u n c i l .  T h e  p e t i t i o n  m u s t  be s i g n e d  by  a n u m b e r  of m u n i c i p a l  v o t e r s  

e q u a l  to 10 p e r c e n t  of the v o t e s  c a s t  in the last r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y .

* S ec. 9. A S  2 9 . 1 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to r e a d:

Sec . 2 9 . 1 3 . 0 9 0 .  A S S E M B L Y  M A Y  S E R V E  AS S C H O O L  B O A R D .  T h e  c h a r t e r

c o m m i s s i o n  e l e c t e d  to p r e p a r e  a c h a r t e r  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of thi s 

c h a p t e r  w i t h i n  a u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

A S  2 9 . 6 8 . 2 0 1  - 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 5 1  m a y  p r o v i d e  t hat th e  b o r o u g h  m a y o r  a n d  a s s e m b l y  

s e r v e  as the s c h o o l  b o a r d .  If the p r o p o s e d  c h a r t e r  p r o v i d e s  that t h e  

a s s e m b l y  s e r v e  as the s c h o o l  b o a r d ,  th e  a s s e m b l y ,  by  o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l  

d e t e r m i n e  the m a n n e r  of c h o o s i n g  m e m b e r s  to s e r v e  as th e  o f f i c e r s  of th e 

s c h o o l  b o a r d  f r o m  a m o n g  the m e m b e r s  of the a s s e m b l y .

* S ec. 10. AS 2 9 . 6 8 . 2 4 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 2 5 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 2 6 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 2 7 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 2 8 0 ,  

. 6 8 . 2 9 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 3 0 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 3 1 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 3 2 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 3 3 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 3 4 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 3 5 0 ,

2 9 . 6 8 . 3 6 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 3 7 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 3 8 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 3 9 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 4 0 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 4 1 0 ,  2 9 . 6 8 . 4 2 0 ,  

2 9 . 6 8 . 4 3 0  a n d  2 9 . 6 8 . 4 4 0  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

* Sec .  11. A r i g h t  or l i a b i l i t y  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by u n i f i c a­

t i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  2 9 . 6 8 . 2 4 0  - 2 9 . 6 8 . 4 4 0  a n d  r e p e a l e d  b y  sec. 10 o f  

t h i s  A c t  is n o t  a f f e c t e d  b y  the e n a c t m e n t  of this Act.

* Sec. 12. Th i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 .  

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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