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IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS F O R  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 4 7 0  a m  H 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to th e  i n h e r e n t  r i s k s  o f  s k i i n g ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S  A N D  I N T E N T .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  

the s p o r t  o f  s k i i n g  is p r a c t i c e d  by  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  r e s i d e n t s  of the s t a t e  

a n d  a t t r a c t s  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  n o n r e s i d e n t s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  to 

the e c o n o m y  o f  the state. It f u r t h e r  f i n d s  t h a t  i n s u r a n c e  c a r r i e r s  a r e  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e l u c t a n t  to p r o v i d e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  p r o t e c t i o n  to s k i  a r e a  

o p e r a t o r s  a n d  t h a t  the p r e m i u m s  c h a r g e d  b y  i n s u r a n c e  c a r r i e r s  h a v e  r i s e n  

s h a r p l y  in r e c e n t  y e a r s  d u e  to c o n f u s i o n  as to w h e t h e r  a s k i e r  a s s u m e s  the 

r i s k s  i n h e r e n t  in t h e  s p o r t  of s k i i n g  w h e n  he p a r t i c i p a t e s  a c t i v e l y  in the 

s p o r t .  It is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  in e n a c t i n g  this A c t  to c l a r i f y  

t h e  l a w  in r e l a t i o n  to s k i i n g  i n j u r i e s  a n d  the r i s k s  i n h e r e n t  in t h a t  s p o r t  

a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  that, as a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  p o l i c y ,  a p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in tha t  

s p o r t  m a y  n o t  r e c o v e r  f r o m  a ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  for i n j u r i e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  

t h o s e  i n h e r e n t  ris k s .

*  Sec. 2. A S  0 9 . 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to r ead:

A R T I C L E  2. L I M I T A T I O N S  O N  C L A I M S  A R I S I N G  F R O M

I N H E R E N T  R I S K S  O F  SKIING.

Sec. 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N S  O N  C L A I M S .  A  s k i e r  m a y  n o t  r e c o v e r  

f r o m  a s k i  a r e a  o p e r a t o r  for  i n j u r y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  an i n h e r e n t  r i s k  o f  

s k i i n g  u n l e s s  th e  i n j u r y  o c c u r r e d  w h e n  the sk i  a r e a  o p e r a t o r  w a s  n o t  

p r o v i d i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  A S  0 9 . 1 0 . 3 1 0 .

Sec. 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 1 0 .  I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  S K I E R S .  A  ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  s h a l
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p o s t  trail s igns at p r o m i n e n t  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  a ski a r e a  w h i c h  shall 

i n c l u d e  a list of  the i n h e r e n t  r i s k s  of s k i i n g  an d  the l i m i t a t i o n  o n  

l i a b i l i t y  of the ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  p r o v i d e d  b y  AS 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 0.

Sec. 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S . In AS 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 0  - 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 2 0

(1) " i n h e r e n t  risks of s k i i n g "  m e a n s  the d a n g e r s  or c o n d i­

ti o n s  w h i c h  are an i n t e g r a l  part of the s p o r t  of skiing, i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  

n o t  l i m i t e d  to,

(A) c h a n g i n g  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ;

(B) v a r i a t i o n s  or s t e e p n e s s  in terrain;

(C) s n o w  or ice c o n d i t i o n s ;

(D) s u r f a c e  or s u b s u r f a c e  c o n d i t i o n s  suc h  as b a r e  sp ot s ,  

f o r e s t  g r o w t h ,  a n d rocks;

(E) c o l l i s i o n s  w i t h  lift t o w e r s ,  o t h e r s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d  

t h e i r  c o m p o n e n t s  u n l e s s  the s k i e r  is on the lift;

(F) c o l l i s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  s k i e r s ;  and

(G) a s k i e r ' s  f a i l u r e  to sk i  w i t h i n  the l i m i t s  of h i s 

o w n  ab i l i t y ;

(2) " i n j u r y "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  or p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e  or

l o s s ;

(3) " s k i e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  in a sk i  a rea e n g a g e d  in the s p o r t  

o f  s k i i n g ,  s l i d i n g  d o w n h i l l  on s n o w  or ice o n  skis, a t o b o g g a n ,  a sled, 

a tube, a s k i - b o b ,  or o t h e r  d e v i c e  for r e c r e a t i o n  in snow;

(4) " s k i  a r e a "  m e a n s  all ski s l o p e s , trails a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  

under the c o n t r o l  o f  a ski are a  o p e r a t o r  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  as a s i n g l e  

e n te rp rise  in  the s ta te ;

(5) " s k i  a r e a  o p e r a t o r "  m e a n s  the o p e r a t o r  of a s k i  area.

*  Sec. 3 . AS 18 i s  amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 76. SNOW SAFETY.

Sec. 18 .76.010. SNOW SAFETY AND OPERATION PLAN. A s k i area may
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n o t  be o p e r a t e d  e x c e p t  u n d e r  a sno w s a f e t y  and  o p e r a t i o n  pl a n  a p p r o v e d

(1) b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p u b l i c  safety; or

(2) by the a g e n c y  o f  the U n i t e d  St a t e s  that m a n a g e s  lan d  on 

w h i c h  the ski  a r e a  o p erates.

* Sec. 4. A S  0 5 . 2 0 . 0 1 2  is repealed.

* Sec. 5. T h i s  Act takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.10. 

)70(c) .
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