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N T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E
I

H O U S E  CS F O R  CS FOR S E N A T E  BILL NO. A 70 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B ILL

or an Act e n t it l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to the I n h e r e n t  r isks of s k i i n g ;  and

p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

E IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S  A N D  INTENT. Th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that 

.he s port of s k i i n g  is p r a c t i c e d  b y  a large nu m b e r of r e s i d e n t s  of the s tate 

ind a t t r a c t s  a large n u m b e r  of n o n r e s i d e n t s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  to 

:he e c o n o m y  of the state. It f u r t h e r  finds that i n s u r a n c e  c a r r i e r s  are

. n c r e a s i n g l y  r e l u c t a n t  to p r o v i d e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  p r o t e c t i o n  to ski a r e a

j p e rators and that  the p r e m i u m s  c h a r g e d  by ins ur a n c e  c a r r i e r s  h a v e  r i s e n  

sharply in r e c e n t  y ears due to c o n f u s i o n  as to w h e t h e r  a s k i e r  a s s u m e s  the 

:iska i n h e r e n t  in the s p or t  of s k i i n g  w h e n  he p a r t i c i p a t e s  a c t i v e l y  in the 

3port. It is the i n t e n t  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  in e n a c t i n g  this Act to c l a r i f y  

the l a w  in  r e l a t i o n  to s k i i n g  i n j u r i e s  and the r i s k s  i n h e r e n t  in that s p o r t 

and to p r o v i d e  that, as a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  policy, a p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in t hat 

B p o r t  m a y  not r e c o v e r  f r o m  a ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  for i n j u r i e s  r e s u l t i n g  fr o m  

t h o s e  i n h e r e n t  risks.

* Sec. 2. AS 0 9 . 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  2. L I M I T A T I O N S  ON CLAIMS A R I S I N G  F R O M

I N H E R E N T  R I S K S  OF SKIING.

Sec. 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N S  ON CLAIMS. A s k i e r  m a y  n o t  r e c o v e r  

f r o m  a s k i  a r e a  o p e r a t o r  for i n j u r y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  an i n h e r e n t  r i s k  of 

s k i i n g  u n l e s s  the i n j u r y  o c c u r r e d  w h e n  the ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  was not 

p r o v i d i n g  the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by AS 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 1 0 .

Sec. 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 1 0 .  I N F O R M A T I O N  FOR SKIERS. A s k i  a r e a  o p e r a t o r  shall
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post t r a il  signs at p r o m i n e n t  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  a ski area w h i c h  shall 

i n c l u d e  a list o f  the in h e r e n t  r i s k s  of s k i i n g  and the l im i t a t i o n  on 

l i a b i l i t y  of the ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  p r ov i d e d  by AS 0 9. 1 0 . 3 0 0 .

Sec . 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 0  - 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 2 0

(1) " i n h e r e n t  risks of skiing" m e a n s  the d a n g e r s  or c o n d i­

tions which are an integral p a r t  of the s p o r t  of skiing, including, but 

not l i m i t e d  to,

(A) c han g i n g  w e a t h e r  conditio ns;

(B) v a r i a t io n s  or s t e epness in terrain;

(C) snow or ice conditions;

(D) surface or s ub s u r f ac e c o n d i t i o n s  such as hare spots, 

f o r e s t  g r o w t h ,  and rocks;

(F.) c o l l i s i o ns  w i t h  lift towers, o t h e r  struct u r e s ,  and 

t h e i r  c o m p o n e n t s  unl e s s  the skier is o n  the lift;

(F) c o l l i s i o n s  w i t h  other skiers; and

(G) a skier's f a i l u r e  to ski w i t h i n  the lim i t s  of hi s 

o w n  ab i l i t y ;

(2) " i n j u r y "  means a personal i n j u r y  or p r o p e r t y  damage or

l o s s ;

(3) " s k i e r "  means a p e r s o n  in a ski are a  e n g a g e d  in the sport 

of s k i i n g ,  s l i d i n g  downhill on s n o w  or ice o n  skis, a toboggan, a sled, 

a tube, a s k i - b o b ,  or o t h e r  d e v i c e  for r e c r e a t i o n  in snow;

(A) " s k i  a rea" m e a n s  all ski slopes, trails a n d  other pl a c es  

under the c o n t r o l  of a ski a r e a  o p e ra t o r  an d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  as a s i n g l e 

enterprise in the state;

(5) "ski area o p e r a t o r "  means the o p e r a t o r  of a ski area.

* Sec. 3. AS 18 is amended by adding a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

CHAPTER 76. SNOW SAFETY.

Sec. 18.76.010. SNOW SAFETY AND OPERATION PLAN. A ski area may
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n o t  be o p e r a t e d  e x c e p t  u n d e r  a s n o w  s a f e t y  and o p e r a t i o n  p l a n  a p p r o v e d

(1) b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p u b l i c  s a f e t y  u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  

a d o p t e d  b y  himi or

(2) by the a g e n c y  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  that m a n a g e s  l a n d  o n  

w h i c h  the ski a re a  o p e r a t e s .

* Sec. 4. AS 0 5 . 2 0 . 0 1 2  is r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 5. T h i s  Act takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . -  

0 7 0 ( c ) .


